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Bryan Dugan, Bill McKissick and Chris Longmore have been serving St. Mary’s County for 25 years

“THE SCHOOL SYSTEM 
HAS NOT WAVERED.”

SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT SCOTT SMITH  
ON ZERO TOLERANCE FOR DRUGS AND ALCOHOL IN SCHOOLS.
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A Park Hall bar suffered serious damage after bring struck by a car
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Youth get a chance to learn about first 
responders

LEONARDTOWN

BRYANS ROAD

Burris’ Olde Towne Insurance
Auto • Home • Business • LIFE
LEONARDTOWN
301-475-3151

BRYANS ROAD
301-743-9000

WWW.DANBURRIS.COM
AN INDEPENDENT AGENT REPRESENTING 

ERIE INSURANCE GROUP

DO YOU FEEL 
CRABBY WHEN 
YOU GET YOUR 
INSURANCE BILL  
IN THE MAIL?
GIVE US A CALL.  
YOU’LL BE GLAD YOU DID.

ENTERTAINMENT	 	 31
Local woman entered in oyster cookoff
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Sept 28th to Oct 27th   

s 
Bowles Farm

Bowles Farms 

Sept 28th to Oct 27th   

• 2 Phase Maze
• Cupcake Shop
• Giant Slides
• Barn Yard Animals
• Jumping Straw Pit
• Kid Corn Boxes
• Corn Maze Express (Train Ride)

• Kid Barrel Rides
• Food & Refreshments 
• Large Covered Pavilion
• Inside Restrooms

Fall Season

September 28th to October 27th 

Saturday – 10AM to 6PM
Sunday  - 10AM to 5PM
Tues-Fri:  By Appointment Only

Admission:  �10.00 per guest
3 and Under Free

Group Rates Available for 15 or More

Special Weekend Events: Car Show, Fire Truck 
Rides, Tractor Pulls, Big Rig Truck Show, etc.

Contact Information:  301-475-2139  - email: bowlesfarms@rcn.com
Location:  22880 Budds Creek Road *  Clements * MD *  20624

Only registered service animals. 
Must be properly identified. 

<Schools/Daycares/Large Groups Only>
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THIS WEEKND AT THE FARM

SATURDAY • OCT. 19  2 SHOWS 12:30 & 2:30  
AVENUE DISC DOGS
Avenue Disc Dogs are located right here in Avenue MD & 
is operated by Adam & Jeri Cropper. Adam competes with 
three of his dogs, and they will be doing their freestyle 
routine for us. You don’t want to miss it.

SATURDAY • OCT. 19 & SUNDAY • OCT. 20 
ANTIQUE TRACTOR PULL • TWO DAY PULL
Saturday Weight Pull - 6,000 to 10,500
Sunday Weight Pull - 2,500 to 5,500

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

Teaching public school students “when to say no, 
how to say no and why to say no” to drugs and alcohol 
is a top priority according to School Superintendent 
Scott Smith, speaking at a town hall meeting on the 
issue Tuesday night in Leonardtown.

“These are hard facts, these are facts I want to argue 
against,” Smith said at the James A. Forrest Career and 
Technology Center. “Our kids report that one in four 
have been offered, sold or provided an illicit drug in 
the schools they attend.”

He went on to say that one-third have tried mari-
juana and half have imbibed alcohol at some point; at 
least one third of students reported using alcohol as a 
routine.

“We need to be part of that conversation in our chil-
dren’s lives,” Smith said.

Smith was quoting statistics from the 2016 Youth 
Risk Behavior Survey released last year by the state.

“The things our kids have to deal with are exponen-
tially more dangerous than they were 10 years ago,” 
Smith said.

He expressed worry over 42 percent of students sur-
veyed had used vaping products, which contain nico-
tine; vaping among high school students has increased 
78 percent nationwide.

Smith said the number meant effectively half of stu-
dents surveyed had tried such products.

Cpl. Angela Delozier, the school resource officer at 
Leonardtown High School assigned there by the sher-
iff’s office, said parents should take an increased in-

terest in their children’s activities, particularly on the 
phone or social media.

“Be nosy,” Delozier said. “You pay for the phone, 
you pay for the service, you need to check up on your 
kids.

“Check their rooms, check their phones.”
Delozier said that the new Tobacco 21 law made it il-

legal for anyone under 21 years old to purchase tobacco 
products, but the law did not make possession of those 
products, including vaping products, illegal.

That meant if she saw a young person with a vaping 
device there was little she could do.

“What right do I have to come up to that per-
son and ask them about what kind of pen they 
have and what’s in their pen?” Delozier said. 

“The law said they can be in possession.” 
Earlier in the town hall, Smith said the new law re-
moved some provisions the school system used to curb 
smoking usage among students.

Still, the school system would continue to crack 
down on vaping in schools as well as marijuana use 
even though state law had decriminalized possession 
of marijuana under 10 grams.

Using THC (tetrahydrocannabinol), the psychoac-
tive substance in marijuana, in vaping cartridges was a 
rising problem, he said.

Marijuana could still get a student suspended.
“The school system has not wavered,” Smith said.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Drug Prevention Top Issue for Schools

Joshua Wright, Leonardtown High School student, talks about ways to prevent fellow students from using drugs and alcohol 
at Tuesday night town hall.
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Oakville
5 minutes North of Hollywood

41170 Oakville Road 
Mechanicsville  20659

301-373-9245 • 800-451-1427

Charlotte Hall
30315 Three Notch Rd,  
Charlotte Hall  20622

301-884-5292
800-558-5292

Prince Frederick
1700 Solomon’s Island Rd,  

Prince Frederick 20678
410-535-3664

1-866-535-3664

Fall Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-5 Fall Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 7:30-6,  Sat. 7:30-3 Sun. Closed

Prices Good Thru 
October 29th, 2019Wentworth Nursery

PROJECT?Got A
WE CAN HELP!

SAVE 25% OFF SAVE 25% OFF

NEW! Totes of Leafgro
The equivelant of 
approximately 35 bags.
$14999

/tote

ONLY 
$13900

When you buy 
3 or more

Also available 
in Totes: 

Topsoil, Sand 
& CR6 base 
for pavers

$25.00 per pallet 
delivery charge.

Now Is The TIme To ReNovaTe, 
Redo, oR oveRseed YouR LawN

Let Wentworth 
Do It For You!

 Full Lawn Renovation Repairs 
• Blend • Seed • Top Dress

• Soil Renovation
• Full Lawn Care Maintenance

YEARLY PROGRAMS: 
START NOW 

DON’T WAIT ‘TIL SPRING

Rebuild & 
Condition 
YouR Soil

Leafgro Delivered by 
The Truckload.
Now is the time to top dress 
your existing lawn. Adding 
organic soil to your yard, 
conditions and helps rebuild 
the nutrients & airify the soil. 
CALL FOR PRICING  
& DELIVERY AVAILABILITY.

DELIVERY AVAILAILABLE

FALL WEEKEND PROJECTS
FRESH LOADS OF PLANTS 

ARRIVING WEEKLY 

Buy 3 or More Plants
(Mix and Match) 

Buy 3 or More Plants
(Mix and Match) 

scReeNINg & wINdbReakeR 
PROJECT

Rose gaRdeN & shRub Rose 
PROJECT

hILLsIde gRouNdcoveR

PROJECT

FouNdaTIoN PaTIo & PooL 
coLoR shRub 
PROJECT

LET’S 
DECORATE

FOR FALL! 
INsTaNT 

coLoR mums

FaLL buLbs & 
TuLIPs

FaLL 
PeReNNIaLs

PumPkINs, 
coRN sTaLks

 & INdIaN 
coRN

Lot’s of Sizes & Colors Available

beRRY PLaNTs 
PROJECT

FRuIT TRee 
PROJECT

Colonial Gray 
Stone

ONLY 
$298 

Per Pallet

Shenandoah 
Stepper Stones

ONLY
$1988

Cambridge 
Edge Stone

8”h x 6” w x 2” d

ONLY 
$188

 EA.

Decorative 
Boulders

SAVE
 

$50 OFF
Any Pallet

Flagstone Path
ONLY

$489 
Per pallet

All Metal Garden Benches

NOW 1/3 OFF

Fountain Sale
All Sizes and Styles

NOW

25%
 OFF

Pond Liners 
Rigid or Vinyl 

ALL 30%
 OFF

GOT A HARDSCAPE PROJECT? WE CAN HELP

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

A proposed bill offered by one of the 
Commissioners of St. Mary’s County 
would allow volunteer rescue companies 
to seek out alternate funding sources 
without a penalty by amending the local 
rescue tax law.

Under the current local law, such 
a company who gains revenue that is 
beyond their fire/rescue tax budgeted 
amount must be used to reduce the 
amount of tax that company receives in 
the next fiscal year.

The new proposal, from Commission-
er John O’Connor, has sparked conver-
sations in the rescue community that it 
could open the possibility for emergen-
cy medical services billing.

Residents calling for emergency ser-
vices in St. Mary’s are not billed for 
those services, currently.

Members of the county’s Emergency 
Services Board debated the possibili-
ties at their Oct. 9 meeting but said they 
needed more input from first responders 
before commenting on the legislative 
proposal.

Steve Walker, county emergency ser-
vices department director, said the de-
bate represented a serious shift in think-
ing about medical services.

“What it equates to… it come down 
to medical billing,” Walker said, add-
ing that commissioners wanted to know 
if first responders supported alternate 
funding sources. “It’s a bigger philo-
sophical discussion about whether we’re 
going to support billing for ambulance 
transport.

“What we are talking about is a fun-
damental sea change in the way in which 
EMS would do business in St. Mary’s 
County,” said Shawn Davidson, county 
rescue chief. “Bluntly, this is not a time 
for this board to have any kind of con-
versation about this because we have 
had zero conversation with the EMS 
leadership about this at all.”

The members of the board declined 
to comment any further on the subject 
until they had polled first responders on 
the issue.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Emergency Services Board Holds Off on 
Alternate Funding Recommendation

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

The board of direc-
tors of the Metropolitan 
Commission debated 
a piece of legislation 
that would separate the 
construction debt of the 
county’s water and sew-
er provider from that of 
the county government 
for the purposes of how 
quickly the debt capac-
ity of 2.15 percent of the 
county’s assessable base 
is reached.

While there appears to 
be resistance in the state 
delegation of elected 
leaders to Annapolis in 
supporting the decou-
pling – the two debts 
were coupled due to leg-
islation two years ago by 
then Sen. Steve Waugh – 
some MetCom officials 
believe it could protect 
that agency’s interests.

“The decoupling helps 
us out tremendously,” 
said George Erichsen, 
MetCom’s Executive Di-
rector. “[Under the cur-
rent structure for debt] 
there’s no set aside for 
us.”

Erichsen explained 
since the two debts are 
connected that if the 
county moves ahead 
with projects that meet 
the limit of the debt ca-

pacity, there would be 
none left for MetCom 
to pursue borrowing for 
its capital construction 
projects.

The new legislation 
also proposes to move 
the cap from 2.15 per-
cent to 5 percent of the 
county’s assessable tax 
base.

The total capital im-
provement budget pro-
jected for fiscal 2019 to 
2024 is $35.7 million.

Keith Fairfax, Met-
Com board member, 
said county elected lead-
ers had pressed for Met-
Com’s support of the 
bill.

“Someone in the coun-
ty would look upon us 
with favor by separating 
the debt,” Fairfax said.

Erichsen advised 
caution in choosing 

which portions of the 
bill to support when 
they drafted a letter to 
the St. Mary’s County 
delegation.

“The delegation is ex-
tremely against going 
back to the 5 percent cap 
for the county,” Erichsen 
said, reiterating that the 
decoupling would still 
benefit MetCom, which 
already had its own debt 
cap.

“It’s going to protect 
us,” Erichsen continued 
of decoupling. “Because 
we don’t want all the 
debt used up.”

Board member Mike 
Thompson concurred.

“We need some level 
of independence for the 
way we have to operate.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

MetCom Board Examines Debt Decoupling

Keith Fairfax Mike Thompson
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Sunday • October 27 • 2019

22680 Cedar Lane Court • Leonardtown, MD 20650

301-475-8966 • www.cedar-lane.org

Southern Maryland Elec-
tric Cooperative (SMECO) 
president and CEO Austin J. 
Slater, Jr., submitted his re-
tirement letter to the Board 
of Directors at the monthly 
board meeting held Tuesday, 
October 15, 2019.  

In his letter, Slater re-
counted his tenure as CEO 
for the past 17 years as re-
warding. “I have proudly 
worked for our cooperative 
for more than 33 years,” 
Slater said. “It is impossible 
for me to imagine my life 
without the time devoted, 
relationships made, and re-
warding accomplishments 
I’ve experienced and shared 
with so many people here at 
SMECO and in the Southern 
Maryland community.”

Scott White, Chairman of 
the SMECO Board of Di-
rectors, said, “Joe’s leader-
ship of the co-op has been 
transformational. His impact 
on SMECO, our employees, 
our members and the South-

ern Maryland community 
has been truly noteworthy. 
We completed the Southern 
Maryland Reliability Proj-
ect, installed smart meters 
throughout our service area, 
built a new engineering and 
operations facility, and in-
vested in technological up-
grades that benefit all of 
SMECO’s members. It takes 
great leadership skills to run 
an organization like SME-
CO, and Joe has displayed 
courage, vision, confidence, 
inspiration, and dedication 
in his role as CEO.” 

To allow time for the 
board to select a replace-
ment and to ensure a smooth 
transition, Slater said that he 
would continue in his role 
as long as necessary, but 
that the process should be 
completed and a new CEO 
should be in place in about 
six months.

SMECO Press Release

Slater, SMECO CEO, Announces Retirement
Transition to new leadership expected in March 2020

SMECO CEO Joe Slater is retiring
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By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

The Green Door bar in Park Hall was 
heavily damaged over the weekend af-
ter a motorist slammed into the estab-
lishment the night of Oct. 11, police 
reported.

When police and fire units responded 
to the establishment on Route 5, they 
found a four-door compact car half in-
side the building.

Police have identified the driver as 
David Paul Quintyne, 53, of Upper 
Marlboro; Cpl. Julie Yingling, spokes-
person for the St. Mary’s County Sher-
iff’s Office said the investigation into 
the crash is continuing and no charges 
have been filed.

Quintyne suffered incapacitating in-
juries, Yingling reported, and had to be 
evacuated via helicopter to a regional 
trauma center.

A patron at the bar was also hurt, Yin-
gling reported, but only suffered minor 
injuries.

The initial investigation showed that 
for an unknown reason Quintyne’s ve-
hicle left the road while he was driving 
and hit the building, Yingling said.

Quintyne’s car was a Hyundai Tuc-
son, police said.

Yingling said a witness to the incident 
reported Quintyne’s vehicle may have 
been operating at a high rate of speed.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Car Slams into Park Hall Bar

A plane abruptly crashed at Chesapeake Ranch Estates Airfield over the weekend.

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

An airplane carrying its pilot and a 
young person engaged in an open house 
event at Chesapeake Ranch Estates Air-
port abruptly landed almost immediate-
ly after takeoff on Oct. 12, the airport 
manager reported.

Bernie Wunder told The County 
Times that he did not see the aircraft 
strike the ground – he was in his own 
aircraft at the time during the Experi-
mental Aircraft Association’s Young 
Eagles program over the weekend.

“I was in my airplane and saw a cloud 
of dust,” Wunder said.

While the exact cause of the mishap 
is not yet known, Wunder said the plane 
banked left and then right, with the tips 
of the wings striking the ground, be-
fore coming back to the taxiway and 
stopping.

There were no injuries to either the 
pilot or the 15-year-old male in the air-
craft, Wunder said.

The pilot of the airplane was Paul 
Gambacorta, based at the St. Mary’s 
County Regional Airport, said Wunder.

Gambacorta’s aircraft was a home-
assembled model that he had acquired 
from another owner, Wunder said, and 
was not built by a manufacturer.

Gambacorta’s aircraft was FAA (Fed-
eral Aviation Administration) certified, 
said Wunder.

The FAA completed its on-site inves-
tigation and the plane remains at a Ches-
apeake Ranch Estates hangar, Wunder 
said.

“It puzzles us all really,” he said re-
garding the cause of the crash.

The aircraft suffered significant 
damage.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

St. Mary’s Pilot Has Fitful Takeoff at 
Chesapeake Ranch Estates Airfield

The driver of the car that crashed into the Green Door bar in Park Hall was evacuated to a 
trauma center with incapacitating injuries.
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Veterans Resource Day

Hosted by the 
St. Mary's County 

Department of Aging & Human Services

Friday, Nov. 8, 2019

9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Southern Maryland Higher Education Center
44219 Airport Road, California, MD

There will be veterans support organizations and a panel of  experts on 
Veterans Affairs at the Fourth Annual Veterans Resource Day. 

A live question and answer forum will begin at 9:30 a.m., followed by 
lunch and workshops. 

This event is free and open to the public. We hope to see you there!

For more information, contact Sarah Miller
Phone: 301-475-4200, ext 71073

Email: sarah.miller@stmarysmd.com
Website: www.stmarysmd.com/veterans.asp

Thank you to our generous sponsors:

Brought to you by the Commissioners of St. Mary’s County and the 
Department of Aging & Human Services

Workshops

Informational Booths Question and Answer ForumOne-on-One Counseling

LOCATED IN OLD DOWNTOWN LEXINGTON PARK  
OUTSIDE BASE GATE 2 PAX NAS

MON. 6 A.M. - 2  P.M. • TUES. - FRI. 6 A.M. - 8 P.M. 
 SAT. 7 A.M. - 2 P.M.  • SUN. 8 A.M. - 2 P.M. 

Join Us Tuesday - Friday,  
3-6pm for Senior 
Discount Nights

Choose your favorite from the menu!

SENIOR SPECIAL

$5.99 per person
Entree • Beverage

The St. Mary’s County Met-
ropolitan Commission is report-
ing a sanitary sewer overflow that 
occurred on October 11, 2019 at 
16668 Point Lookout Road. The 
sanitary sewer leak occurred as a 
result of a tidal surge and flooding 
on St. George Island. The total vol-
ume of the overflow is estimated 
to be about 1500 gallons. The area 
affected by this overflow is the St. 
George Island Creek.  Public con-
tact of the affected portions of this 
area should be avoided for ten (10) 
days. For additional information, 
please contact the St. Mary’s Coun-
ty Health Department at (301) 475-
4321, or the Metropolitan Commis-
sion at 301-737-7400.

MetCom Reports 
Sewer Overflow

Fall means cool weather and colorful 
foliage. It can also mean unpredictable 
wildlife. Deer mating season is right 
around the corner, and the Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources urges 
motorists to stay alert for deer and other 
wildlife as these animals seek food sup-
plies and mates before winter.

“Deer greatly increase their move-
ments during the breeding season from 
mid-October through November as they 
search for mates,” Wildlife and Heri-
tage Service Director Paul Peditto said. 
“Motorists should be especially cautious 
from dusk to dawn when deer are most 
active and likely to be encountered on 
the road.”

Motorists are reminded to:
•	 Be particularly attentive in the early 

morning and evening periods.
•	 Gradually brake to avoid hit-

ting a deer; do not swerve as this 
may cause you to lose control of a 
vehicle.

•	 Slow down if a deer crosses the road 
ahead. Deer often travel in groups 
and others may be nearby.

•	 Stay alert and slow down in areas 
where deer crossing signs are post-
ed. These indicate locations of fre-

quent deer activity.
•	 Watch the shoulder. Be alert for 

deer standing along the shoulder 
as they may suddenly move into 

the roadway. Slow down and sound 
your horn to scare them away.

Press Release from MD DNR

Motorists Reminded to Stay Alert for Deer
Wildlife Activity Ramps up for Fall

Photo by Penny Ingles
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St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office Crime Report

EXCITING FUN ● FAST ● EFFICIENT ●
EXCITING

Sell it  - Buy it  
at 

Real Estate │ Business & Inventory │ Personal Property/Estates 
│ Farm Equipment & Machinery │ Livestock │ Storage Units │ 
Benefits/Fundraisers │ Certified Personal Property Appraiser  

Tri County Livestock Auction
1st & 3rd Wednesday of the Month – 6 PM 

9033 Glock Place (off MD Rt. 6) – Charlotte Hall, MD

www.FarrellAuctionService.com
301.904.3402

Upcoming Auctions to include Farm Tractors, Tools 
Construction Equipment, Utility Vehicles, More

Call us to discuss your consignments.

OPTIONS • SOLUTIONS • RESULTS 

Mechanicsville Rescue Squad Aux. 
Auction & Chicken Dinner

FRI – OCT 18th @ 5 pm (Auction begins @ 6 pm)
Mech. Moose Lodge  - 27636 Mechanicsville Rd.

Grocery Auction – Hughesville VFD
SAT – OCT 19th @ 5 pm

Antiques, Collectibles, & Estate Auction
SAT - OCT 26th @ 4 pm

Westfield Farm Arena – Mechanicsville, MD
Advertising Signs, Vintage Bottles, Furniture, Collectible Decanters, 

Tools, Glassware, Vintage Magazines/Papers, More 

Escapee Apprehended
The St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Of-

fice has arrested Jason Michael We-
ber, 38 of Mechanicsville. Weber was 

wanted on a retake warrant for escape 
from the St. Mary’s County Detention 
and Rehabilitation Center in Leonard-
town. Weber was temporarily released 
from custody for medical treatment at 
MedStar St. Mary’s Hospital in Leonar-
dtown when he absconded on Thursday, 
Oct. 10, 2019.

Threats of Arson-  On October 4, 
2019, DFC. Ball responded to the 25000 
block of Point Lookout Road in Leon-
ardtown, for the report of threats.  In-
vestigation determined Christopher 
Scott Lacey, age 34 of no fixed address, 

made a verbal threat to burn the estab-
lishment down.  Lacey was arrested and 
charged with Threats of Arson.  CASE# 
56920-19

Burglary-  On September 30, 2019, 
Dep. Forinash responded to the 20100 
block of Piney Point Road in Callaway, 
for the reported trespassing.  Investiga-
tion determined Quinton Marquis Re-
mied, age 23 of no fixed address, broke 

into the victim’s shed and residence, and 
began destroying property.  Remied was 
taken into custody, at which time he 
used his head to strike the victim.  Re-
mied was charged with Burglary Sec-
ond and Third Degree, Assault Second 
Degree, and Malicious Destruction of 
Property.  CASE# 56137-19

Trespassing- On September 28, 2019, 
Cpl. Pontorno observed Irvin Joseph 
Branson, age 38 with no fixed address, 

on private property in the 21600 block 
of Great Mills Road in Lexington Park.  
Branson had previously been served a 
no trespass order for the property.  Bran-
son was issued a criminal citation for 
Trespass-Private Property and directed 
to leave the property.  Branson left the 
property.  Shortly thereafter, Branson 
was again observed on the property.  
Branson was arrested and charged with 
Trespass-Private Property.  CASE# 
55709-19
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Think Pink

DAVE MCKAY LIQUORS • VISIT US AT OUR  WEBSITE WWW.SHOPMCKAYS.COM

$20.98

750 ML

TEQUILA ROSE

$31.48

1.75 LTR
$16.98

750 ML

DEEP EDDY  
RUBY RED VODKA

$10.48
750 ML

SVEDKA  
ROSE VODKA 

$14.98
750 ML

FLEURS DE PRAIRIE

$17.48
750 ML

CANDY ROSE

2/$14
4PK CANS

MALIBU FIZZY  
PINK LEMONADE

2/$22
750 ML

PROPHECY ROSE

$15.48
1.75 LTR

JOSE CUERVO  
READY TO DRINK PINK 

LEMONADE MARGARITA

2/$13
750 ML

YELLOW TAIL ROSE

2/$18
1.5 LTR

$13.98
750 ML

CLOS DU BOIS ROSE

2/$18
1.5 LTR

BERINGER 
PINK MOSCATO 

WHITE ZINFANDEL MOSCATO 
WHITE ZINFANDEL

$11.98
750 ML

JOSH ROSE

2/$10
500 ML

BAREFOOT ROSE
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SERVICE 
Taylor Gas Company offers full service installation and repair for a 
breadth of propane related systems.

DEPENDABILITY 
The customer is our top priority here at Taylor Gas. We provide 24 hour 
emergency service and deliveries to the Sourthern Maryland area.

EXPERIENCE 
Combining extensive training with 68 years of on-the-job experience, 
you can be sure that you’ll be getting the best service available.

On Saturday, Oct. 12 more 
than 20 young people attended 
a First Responders Youth Ini-
tiative at the Lexington Park 
Volunteer Rescue Squad and 
Bay District Volunteer Fire De-

partment in Lexington Park.
The event showed teenagers 

the multiple opportunities they 
have to serve the community 
from a first-responder perspec-
tive, with the St. Mary’s Coun-

ty Sheriff’s Office, Lexington 
Park Volunteer Rescue Squad, 
the St. Mary’s County Health 
Department, Maryland State 
Police, Bay District Volunteer 
Fire Department, the St. Mary’s 

County Department of Emer-
gency Services, the St. Mary’s 
County branch of the NAACP 
and the Elijah International 
Foundation presenting.

The St. Mary’s County Sher-

iff’s Office demonstrated its 
K-9 Unit, drone operations 
and Emergency Services Team 
equipment.

Sheriff’s Office Press Release

First Responders Youth Initiative 

Photos by Ceandra Scott
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MEET JOAN
NO MATTER HOW LITTLE MONEY YOU 
HAVE OR POSSESSIONS YOU OWN 
HAVING A DOG MAKES YOU RICH!
Hello, my name is Joan and I'm a black, brown 
and white female Hound mix.  I'm an approximately 8 
MONTH OLD youngster with LOTS AND LOTS OF LOVE to share.  I weigh 
around 40 lbs.  If you're looking for a reserved girl that would do really 
well around other dogs, then I'm for you!  I'm INTELLIGENT and I have 
my reserved side but I will quickly perk up with a few treats and then I'm  
a GREAT BALL OF FUN!  If you're looking for a dog that will always be 
GOOFY, I'm the puppy for you!  Head on down to TCAS to meet me and 
BE MY MIRACLE! When you choose to adopt from TCAS you are literally 
saving a life.
PLEASE CHOOSE ME! And, remember, if there is room in the heart, there is room 
in the house.
Come meet me and the wonderful gang at Tri-County Animal 
Shelter (6707 Animal Shelter Road, Hughesville) or call  
301-932-1713 for more information. To see more of 
my amazing friends available for adoption, “like” us on 
Facebook @ Tri-County Animal Shelter Southern MD.

Pet
OF THE WEEK

Hosted by:
St. Mary’s County Department of Aging & Human Services

at the
Southern Maryland Higher Education Center

Friday, October 18, 2019
9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

For more information, contact Sarah Miller
Website: www.stmarysmd.com/aging/healthfair.asp

Phone: 301-475-4200, ext. 71073 
Email: sarah.miller@stmarysmd.com.

Thank you to our generous sponsors:

Free Screenings include: 

Flu Shots
Mental Health Screenings

Hearing Screenings

Blood Pressure Screenings
Interactive Demonstrations
Blood Glucose Screenings

Vision
Skin Screenings

Workshops

Brought to you by the Commissioners of St. Mary’s County and the 
Department of Aging & Human Services

Get your Flu Shot!
The Pharmacy at PJ Bean will be on site offering flu shots!

They will have high dose and regular flu shots.
They take all major insurances, including Tricare, Medicare & Medicaid.

Please have your insurance card and photo ID available.

Dozens of families came out to the St. Mary’s County Fairgrounds Oct. 12 to the Southern 
Maryland Kite Festival to raise money to benefit the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, which 
helps fund research to fight blood cancer.

Go Fly a Kite for Cancer Cures

Leonardtown Baptist 
Church  (LBC)  has new 
leadership, as Jason Pam-
blanco became senior pas-
tor/staff elder  for  the  St. 
Mary’s County  congre-
gation with approximate-
ly  300 members.   Pam-
blanco was voted in as 
senior pastor following 
an overwhelmingly af-
firmative election by that 
membership  in August.  
Though he officially be-
gan his tenure as senior 
pastor in mid-September, 
October 6 was the first 
day he led the congrega-
tion through the entire 
worship service. 

“I’m thrilled to be here 
and looking forward to 
getting to know Southern 
Maryland and meeting 
people as we get involved 
in our new commu-
nity,” he said.  Pamblan-
co  moved to St. Mary’s 
County from Florida with 
his wife, Christina, and 

their son. 
  Pamblanco has more 

than 15 years of full-time 
pastoral experience, 13 as 
a Worship Pastor, and the 
last two as Executive Pas-
tor of Worship and Teach-
ing at Thomasville Road 
Baptist Church in Talla-
hassee, FL. 

“I  am passionate to 
proclaim the Word of 
God,  and exalt the name 
of Jesus” he said. “Telling 
people the good news of 
Scripture is a tremendous 
privilege and joy.” 

The senior pastor posi-
tion at LBC opened as for-
mer senior pastor for 11 
years, Mark Dooley, took 
a new position  with  the 
Southern Baptist  Con-
vention of Maryland and 
Delaware. He remains 
a lay elder at the church.  

Associate Pastor 
and staff elder,  Allen 
Acker,  took on the role 
of  interim senior pas-

tor in January 2019 while 
the church formed a 
search committee, updat-
ed job descriptions and 
actively sought and inter-
viewed candidates for the 
position. 

“Having  Mark and 
Allen,  with their  his-
tory and knowledge as 
mentors  and sounding 
boards for me in this new 
role is a tremendous bless-
ing,” said Pamblanco. “I 
look forward to continu-
ing to work with all of our 
elders, deacons, staff and 
lay leaders as I begin my 
ministry at LBC.” 

  For more information 
about Jason Pamblanco 
or the services and min-
istries of Leonardtown 
Baptist Church, call 301-
475-2131, or visit  www.
lbcmd.org. 

Press Release from  
Leonardtown  

Baptist Church

Leonardtown Baptist Church 
Welcomes New Senior Pastor 
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In town for  
the US Oyster 
Festival? 

St. Clement’s Island Museum 
38370 Point Breeze Road

Coltons Point
301-769-2222

Open 10-5 Daily

Piney Point Lighthouse
44720 Lighthouse Road
Piney Point
301-994-1471
Open 10-5 Daily

www.facebook.com/SCIMuseum

www.facebook.com/1836Light

Check out 2 local 
museums featuring  
oyster exhibits  
& more!

ADMISSION INCLUDES
US NATIONAL OYSTER SHUCKING COMPETITION 

INCLUDES FREE RAW OYSTERS AFTER JUDGING

NATIONAL OYSTER COOK-OFF 
INCLUDES FREE SAMPLES OF EACH PREPARED DISH

LIVE MUSIC ALL DAY BOTH DAYS ON 2 STAGES
LIVE STREAMING FOOTBALL GAMES IN THE 4H BUILDING 

COLLEGE GAMES ON SATURDAY • PRO GAMES ON SUNDAY

BOUNCY HOUSE & OBSTACLE COURSE
OYSTER TONGING ACTIVITY

PUPPET SHOWS
SELFIE STATION WITH CUTOUT OF KING OYSTER

PHOTO OPPORTUNITIES WITH THE REIGNING KING OYSTER
SCAVENGER HUNT 

COMPLETE IT & TURN IT IN TO BE ENTERED IN A PRIZE DRAWING

LOTS OF EXHIBITS!

SATURDAY
10AM - 5PM

COOK-OFF 
BEGINS AT 10AM

SHUCKING 
COMPETITION 
TRIALS BEGIN 

AT 2PM

SUNDAY
11AM - 5PM

SHUCKING 
COMPETITION 
FINALS BEGIN 

AT 2PM
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By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

After 25 years in business the law firm of Dugan, 
McKissick and Longmore have built a reputation of 
success in local and regional courts, dealing with all 
manner of civil litigation, property and zoning cases, 
contracts and occasionally criminal cases.

But the three partners, Bill McKissick, Bryan Dugan 
and Chris Longmore, gauge their success just as much 
by their work outside of the legal profession.

Their firm helps start up non-profit groups locally 
and in turn donates to them, they engage in pro bono 
[for the common good] legal work in the community 
and have aided in several task forces set up in concert 
with county government and business interests to tack-
le issues such as work force housing and land use in the 
county’s vast rural areas.

All have chosen St. Mary’s County as their home, 
though only one, Longmore, is a native.

His parents ran the former Ben Franklin craft store 
in Leonardtown.

“It was a good way to grow up,” Longmore said. “I 
was a stock boy.”

After high school at St. Mary’s Ryken, college and 
law school he eventually worked in large law firms in 
Washington, D.C. and Los Angeles, California.

Despite his success in metropolitan areas, Longmore 
felt he should come home to be close to his family.

“I had family here,” Longmore said. “That was a big 
pull for me.

“I met these guys and felt comfortable from day 
one.”

McKissick, who came to St. Mary’s from Baltimore 
City, worked in the local law offices of Kenny, Kami-
netz and Lacer in 1987.

The first two would move on to become renowned 
judges; McKissick praised the practice as the place to 
learn for an aspiring attorney.

“They were the best lawyers to learn from,” McK-
issick said, who added his college major in English 
pushed him to go to law school to learn a more market-
able skill.

“I realized I loved working with the law,” said McK-
issick, who founded the firm with Dugan in 1994.

“That was the best choice I ever made in my profes-
sional life,” Dugan said.

Longmore would join just a few years later in 2000.

Dugan came to St. Mary’s in 1971 with his family as 
his father worked for the Department of Defense.

They defied tradition by opening their headquarters 
in Lexington Park; Leonardtown was often the pre-
ferred starting point for lawyers due to its proximity to 
the district and circuit court houses.

“We came in at the perfect time,” McKissick said. 
“We thought there would be more potential near Lex-
ington Park with all the business development.”

The area was set to explode commercially with the 
realignment of Naval Air Systems Command to Patux-
ent River Naval Air Station and land, especially on or 
near the waterfront would skyrocket in value.

Disputes between property owners would increase 
as well.

The firm would find a significant amount of its busi-
ness in helping to settle those disputes as well as rep-
resent clients in zoning applications and cases before 
county government boards.

“We’ve got a lot of land disputes in St. Mary’s Coun-
ty,” Dugan said. “Sometimes the boundaries aren’t as 
clear as they should be.”

McKissick, who works mostly in transactional, or 
contract law, is seldom in court. Instead, he works with 
other attorneys to come to terms on contracts.

“If I’m in court something’s gone wrong,” McKis-
sick said, who added St. Mary’s was full of promise 
when he started his brand of legal work.

“There was a lot better opportunity here,” McKis-
sick said. “There weren’t any other attorneys doing the 
transactional side of things.”

McKissick has done his fair share of land use legal 
work. 

“With all the development the land has gotten a lot 
more valuable,” McKissick said. “Five extra feet of wa-
terfront property can make the difference.”

McKissick worked on a task force to establish trans-
fer of development rights in St. Mary’s County by 
which developers purchase the development rights of 
property owners in rural areas to allow that same de-
veloper to build in the county’s more populace areas.

He has served on the county Chamber of Commerce 
as chairman of the board of directors.

McKissick said the work of that taskforce was done 
by many stakeholders in the community; Longmore 
participated in a similar task force to come up with 
recommendations to strengthen affordable, workforce 
housing stock here.

That group was also comprised of wide range of 
community stakeholders, they said.

McKissick said community engagement was key to 
finding solutions to local issues.

“We need more of that down here,” McKissick said. 
“You need a broad range of people involved.”

During his time in St. Mary’s, Dugan has coached 
soccer and been president of a local elementary school’s 
PTA; he currently serves on the Board of Governor’s 
for the Maryland State Bar Association.

But now, much of his free time is taken up by work-
ing to raise funds for a cure for cystic fibrosis; his 
4-year-old grandchild is stricken with the disease.

“It requires constant treatment,” Dugan said.
One case Dugan recalls as one of the most impor-

tant was representing a local client whose relative was 
killed in the 9/11 terror attacks on the Pentagon in 2001.

Congress passed legislation after the attacks that 
provided compensation for families of victims; Dugan 
presented the claim to the government.

“Our client was compensated,” Dugan said. “To be 
able to help someone who’s loved one died in the Pen-
tagon… it was something I was proud to do.”

Longmore, who is widely known in the community 
for his work before the county’s planning commission 
and board of appeals, has also had his day in federal 
court.

Longmore was appointed to represent a client in a 
4th Circuit Court of Appeals civil rights case on a pro 
bono basis.

The 4th Circuit is one step away from the Supreme 
Court; Longmore relished the challenge.

“I really enjoyed it,” Longmore said.
All three of the partners at Dugan, McKissick and 

Longmore have been admitted to argue cases before 
the Supreme Court.

Longmore said his work also includes helping write 
up wills and estates, including people in hospice care.

People tend to avoid such business, not wanting to 
think about end of life decisions, but often relieve their 
anxiety once its finished.

“It’s rewarding, when you see the relief on people’s 
faces,” Longmore said.

Dugan, McKissick and Longmore also employs five 
associate attorneys and 20 staff members.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Law Firm Finds Success In And Out of Court

Bill McKissick, Bryan Dugan and Chris Longmore are the senior partners at the county’s largest law firm.
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COMPLETE 

TREE 
SERVICE

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL  240-538-4717
THOMAS FERRALL (BUNKY)

FREE ESTIMATES
EXCEPT INSURANCE JOBS

RESIDENTIAL  
& COMMERCIAL

LICENSED & BONDED • FULLY INSURED

Lawns • Landscaping • Excavating 
Demolition • Bobcat • Backhoe
Firewood Year Round Delivery

Crane Service
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE • CALL ANYTIME!

Southern Maryland Paints LLC. 
23976 POINT LOOKOUT ROAD • LEONARDTOWN      ACROSS FROM LEONARDTOWN HIGH SCHOOL

301-475-0448 • southernmarylandpaints.com
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Homeowners often take steps to 
winterize the interior of their homes 
in the weeks before winter’s arrival, 
but such efforts should extend to 
the outside of a home as well.

Decks make for great gathering 
places when the weather permits. 
Decks are where many people 
spend their free time and eat their 
meals come spring and summer, 
when the temperatures climb and 
the sun sets well into the evening. 
But as summer turns to fall, 
homeowners must take measures to 
protect their decks from potentially 
harsh winter weather.

• Inspect the deck for problems. 
Decks tend to be used more 
often in summer than any other 
time of year. That makes fall 
and early winter an ideal time 
to inspect for wear and tear and 
any additional issues that may 
have cropped up throughout the 
summer. Damaged boards and 
loose handrails should be fixed 
before winter arrives, especially 
for homeowners who plan to use 
their decks in winter. Fixing such 
issues in winter and even into 
spring may be difficult thanks 
to harsh conditions, so make 
good use of the relatively calm 
autumn weather to fix any issues 
on the deck.

• Clear the deck of potted plants. 
Even homeowners who intend 
to use their decks in winter 
should remove potted plants 
from the deck in the fall. The 
home improvement experts at 

HGTV note that moisture can get 
trapped between deck boards 
and plastic, wood or ceramic 
containers in cold weather, and 
that can contribute to mildew, 
discoloration or decay.

• Store unnecessary furniture. 
Homeowners who like to sit 
on their decks in winter will 
no doubt want to leave some 
furniture out over the winter. 
But those with lots of furniture 
for entertaining guests can 
likely move the majority of that 
furniture into a garage or shed 
for the winter. HGTV notes 
that doing so will prevent the 
potential formation of blemishes 
on the deck that can result from 
inconsistent weathering.

• Remove snow, but do so 
carefully. Prolonged contact 
with snow and ice can damage 
a deck. As a result, homeowners 
should clear snow from their 
decks when accumulation is 
significant. HGTV recommends 
using a snow blower on the deck 
to avoid scarring. If a shovel 
must be used, push snow with 
the planks to reduce the risk of 
damaging the deck.

Homeowners who take steps to 
protect their decks throughout the 
winter months can ensure these 
popular areas are ready once 
entertaining season returns in the 
spring.

Prepare your deck for winter

One way to improve curb appeal 
and set a property apart from 
others is to add decorative effects 
to walkways, patios and driveways. 
Although many homeowners 
turn to materials such as pavers, 
flagstone or brick for these 
purposes, a versatile and often 
cost-effective idea is to rely on 
stamped concrete. Stamped 
concrete, often called textured or 
imprinted concrete, is textured, 

patterned or embossed to mimic 
the look of other materials, notably 
brick, slate, flagstone, stone, tile, 
and wood. Stamped concrete 
can be used on patios, sidewalks, 
driveways, pool decks, and even 
interior flooring. The concrete is 
poured and then patterned using 
special tools. Installing stamped 
concrete is best left to concrete 
design specialists with extensive 
experience in this difficult craft. 

Did you know?
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As a homeowner, you understand the havoc an extended power outage can have on your home. From a flooded basement to pipes 
that freeze and burst when your heating system is down, a power failure can cost you more than a night without TV or Internet 
access. As the #1 selling brand of automatic home standby generators, Generac continues to design and manufacture products to 
protect your home from threats like intense weather and cyberterrorism, which constantly endanger our overloaded power grid. For 
help identifying a backup power solution that can meet your needs and personal budget.  

Call today for a FREE in-home assessment.

What Will a Power Outage Cost You?  

 .cnI ,cirtcelE hcetrewoP
 selaS

  ecivreS
 etisbeW

 5895-892-042
 5895-892-042
 moc.celehcetrewop.www

dR hctoN eerhT dlO 02742  , doowylloH  , DM   63602

Visitors’ impressions of a home are often dictated 
by the home’s entryway. Must as one may judge 
a book by its cover, the same can be said about 
the impression that a front door and entryway can 
create, regardless of how accurate that impression 
is.

Making certain changes to an entryway can 
go a long way toward improving curb appeal. 
Entryways also can set the scene for a home’s 
interior. Whether one chooses to be classic or bold, 
modern or traditional, there are various ways to 
quickly transform a home’s entryway.

• Bold front door color. Color can dramatically 
enhance an entryway. Painting an existing door 
or replacing it with a more vivid option can do 
the trick. The DIY Network says certain colors 
stand out as favorites. These include turquoise, 

yellow, red, indigo, orange, and black. The door 
color should complement the other shades of 
the home, such as those on siding and trim.

• Custom walkway. Guide guests right to the front 
door with an attractive (and safe) walkway. 
Stamped concrete or decorative paver blocks 
may fit the bill. This walkway can extend to the 
street or to the driveway.

• Contain plants. Landscaping around the 
entryway should be neat and well-tended. 
Overgrown plants or shrubbery may give off 
an air of neglect. Container plants and carefully 
curated shrubs can create a neat and inviting 
aura.

• Highlight the address. Make sure the home can 
be found easily with bold and decorative house 
numbers. Consider two different address signs: 

one illuminated and easily viewed from the 
curb, and another closer to the front door.

• Utilize high-end materials. The relatively small 
area of real estate by the front door enables 
homeowners to splurge on more opulent 
materials that can really add a feeling of luxury. 
These can include colorful tiles, ornate planters, 
decorative wooden doors, or elaborate knobs 
and lighting fixtures.

• Add architectural details. Find out which 
architectural elements will meld with the 
style of the home and then incorporate them. 
Moldings, columns, shutters, and trim are areas 
to consider.

The entryway to a home garners a lot of attention. 
Homeowners can enhance their spaces with 
entryways that really make a statement

Make Your front door pop



Thursday, October 17, 2019 19The County Times

At Griffin’s Flooring America, we offer a wide range of home improvement services such as  

BATH & KITCHEN REMODELLING, ROOFING, DECKS, & PAINTING 
All in addition to the flooring products & service we are famous for!

www.GriffinsFlooringAmerica.com   LEXINGTON PARK • RT. 235 AT GUNSTON DR.

Griffin’s

Not Just a Flooring Store

Servi ng you for 50 yea rs!

301-862-2700 OR 410-414-9293

Many homeowners wish for 
expansive kitchens. Modernized 
kitchens that include sought after 
features and showcase the latest 
trends go a long way to improving 
the overall value of a home. 

As desirable as such kitchens may 
be, some homes simply don’t have 
enough space for a centerfold-
worthy kitchen featuring an island, 
wine refrigerator and walk-in pantry. 
However, homeowners with small 
kitchens can still improve the form 
and function of their existing spaces.

• Reconfigure and revamp 
cabinetry. Homeowners whose 
kitchens are small often lament 
their lack of storage. Redesigning 
the layout of cabinets, and 
possibly adding some more 
cabinetry, may take care of certain 
storage issues. The experts at 
Merit Kitchens suggest utilizing 
corner space with LeMans units, 
lazy susans and other gadgets to 
make access to these areas easier. 
Going vertical with wall cabinets 
that extend to the ceiling also can 

add more storage, as can roll-in 
work carts.

• Work with the walls. Small 
kitchens require clever usage of 
vertical space. Vertical storage 
units, hooks, shelving, and more 
can move items out of drawers 
and off of counters. Consider an 
under-the-cabinet toaster oven 
and microwave to create more 
counter space.

• Use scaled-down appliances. Shop 
with size in mind when looking at 
new appliances if you have a small 
kitchen. Compact versions won’t 
take up as much space as larger 
alternatives. Homeowners should 
consider the ultimate function 
of the kitchen and then think 
about which appliances will serve 
them well. Homeowners with 
small kitchens may not need a 
large stand mixer or an oversized 
commercial stove.

• Add some glass. The DIY Network 
recommends incorporating glass 
to improve the perception of 

space in small kitchens. Glass 
lets you see through the objects, 
thereby enhancing the feeling of 
spaciousness or what designers 
call “negative space.” Glass 
also can be reflective, visually 
expanding the space.

• Embrace high-end materials. 
It costs less to renovate small 
spaces than bigger areas, so 

homeowners may be able to 
afford high-end materials that 
really add personality to a kitchen. 
Flooring, counter materials and 
quality fixtures can really set small 
kitchens apart.

Small kitchens can be culinary havens 
with the right improvements to 
maximize the space.

Small kitchen improvements 
that maximize functionality
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Protect your plants from winter weather 

Doyle’s Carpet & Furniture
 20041 Point Lookout Rd. •  Lexington Park 

301-994-3650 • www.doylesofsomd.com

I’m  
Norm Doyle,  

Let my team & I 
install Smart Select 
Collection flooring  

by Mohawk for 
 $4.99 per Sq. Ft.

(material only $2.69 sq. ft.)

Family Owned & Operated 
in Southern Maryland 

Since 1969

See Doyle’s for any 
type of flooring needs!

$4.99 per square ft. INstaLLeD!

SMART SELECT 
COLLECTION 

wATERpROOf
kId pROOf
pET pROOf 

pLANk fLOORINg
15 yEAR 

wARRANTy

Homeowners are increasingly realizing the benefits 
of improving the exteriors of their home, which 
can be just as valuable as improving the interior 
spaces. As individuals design picturesque garden 
beds and cultivate lavish lawns or revamp exteriors 
with architectural features, they probably want 
to spotlight these improvements. This is where 
exterior lighting can be put to great use.

Exterior illumination can cast a glow on various 
features, but there are many other reasons to 
increase lighting around the exterior of a home.

• Safety. Trips and falls can occur at night when 
trying to traverse walkways and landscapes 
in the dark, as it can be difficult to see rocks, 
stairs and uneven pavement. Outdoor lighting 
can illuminate pathways, entryways and other 
areas for safer access for homeowners and their 
guests.

• Extend outdoor entertaining. Ample lighting 
can increase the amount of time one can use 
outdoor spaces and make them the perfect 
gathering spot. As autumn arrives, days 
become shorter. However, patios, porches and 
more can get extended use with lighting.

• Safeguard security. A well-lit home may be 
less likely to be targeted by burglars than one 
swathed in darkness and shadows. Lights can 
remain on all evening or be motion-triggered. 
Setting lights on timers also ensures that the 
home is illuminated whether residents are home 
or not. 

• Create drama. Landscape lighting designers 
can establish focal points around the landscape 
and highlight the best features of a property. 
Uplighting in trees, silhouetting techniques 
to showcase plants and spotlights to show 
off architectural features are all options for 
homeowners to consider.

• Add value. The experts at Parker Homescape, 
a landscape design service, say that exterior 

lighting can add roughly 30 percent to the 
value of a home. They also indicate that 50 
percent of all home buyers say that outdoor 
lighting is important when buying a home. If 
current residents are thinking about selling, now 
may be the time to invest in exterior lighting.

Improving a home’s exterior may be as simple as 
adding more lighting to improve functionality and 
beauty.

Adding more exterior lights
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Protect your plants from winter weather 

Doyle’s Carpet & Furniture
 20041 Point Lookout Rd. •  Lexington Park 

301-994-3650 • www.doylesofsomd.com

I’m  
Norm Doyle,  

Let my team & I 
install Smart Select 
Collection flooring  

by Mohawk for 
 $4.99 per Sq. Ft.

(material only $2.69 sq. ft.)

Family Owned & Operated 
in Southern Maryland 

Since 1969

See Doyle’s for any 
type of flooring needs!

$4.99 per square ft. INstaLLeD!

SMART SELECT 
COLLECTION 

wATERpROOf
kId pROOf
pET pROOf 

pLANk fLOORINg
15 yEAR 

wARRANTy

Homeowners are increasingly realizing the benefits 
of improving the exteriors of their home, which 
can be just as valuable as improving the interior 
spaces. As individuals design picturesque garden 
beds and cultivate lavish lawns or revamp exteriors 
with architectural features, they probably want 
to spotlight these improvements. This is where 
exterior lighting can be put to great use.

Exterior illumination can cast a glow on various 
features, but there are many other reasons to 
increase lighting around the exterior of a home.

• Safety. Trips and falls can occur at night when 
trying to traverse walkways and landscapes 
in the dark, as it can be difficult to see rocks, 
stairs and uneven pavement. Outdoor lighting 
can illuminate pathways, entryways and other 
areas for safer access for homeowners and their 
guests.

• Extend outdoor entertaining. Ample lighting 
can increase the amount of time one can use 
outdoor spaces and make them the perfect 
gathering spot. As autumn arrives, days 
become shorter. However, patios, porches and 
more can get extended use with lighting.

• Safeguard security. A well-lit home may be 
less likely to be targeted by burglars than one 
swathed in darkness and shadows. Lights can 
remain on all evening or be motion-triggered. 
Setting lights on timers also ensures that the 
home is illuminated whether residents are home 
or not. 

• Create drama. Landscape lighting designers 
can establish focal points around the landscape 
and highlight the best features of a property. 
Uplighting in trees, silhouetting techniques 
to showcase plants and spotlights to show 
off architectural features are all options for 
homeowners to consider.

• Add value. The experts at Parker Homescape, 
a landscape design service, say that exterior 

lighting can add roughly 30 percent to the 
value of a home. They also indicate that 50 
percent of all home buyers say that outdoor 
lighting is important when buying a home. If 
current residents are thinking about selling, now 
may be the time to invest in exterior lighting.

Improving a home’s exterior may be as simple as 
adding more lighting to improve functionality and 
beauty.

Adding more exterior lights

IMPROVING THE LANDSCAPE OF SOUTHERN MARYLAND FOR MORE THAN 15 YEARS!
26100 FRIENDSHIP SCHOOL ROAD • MECHANICSVILLE • MD 20659

301-475-8834 • WWW.SOMDPAVERS.COM

Backyard Bliss

Plus Stones Available For Self-Installation

PATIOS & WALKWAYS • OUTDOOR KITCHENS • RETAINING WALLS
FIRE PITS • POOLS & GARDEN SURROUNDS • DRIVEWAYS
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TAYLOR GAS COMPANY 
is your source for vented and vent free 
FIREPLACE SALES & SERVIC 

Stop by our showroom or call us 
for a FREE in-home estimate! 

21434 Great Mills Rd. 
Lexington Park MD 20653 

(301) 862-1000 or l-855-764-(4GAS) 4427 
www.taylorgascompany.com

A warm fire can make even the coldest winter 
day more enjoyable. Fireplaces may not get much 
use in spring or summer, but come late fall and 
throughout the winter, the fireplace can be a great 
place for families to gather. 

Before fireplace season hits full swing, 
homeowners might want to brush up on a few 
fireplace facts so they can safely enjoy nights 
spent sitting by the crackling flames. 

The Chimney Safety Institute of America advises 
homeowners with fireplaces to hire a CSIA-
certified chimney sweep to clean their fireplaces. 
After a lengthly period of non-use, various issues 
could be affecting the chimney, many of which 
might not be noticeable to an untrained eye. 
Professional, certified chimney sweeps have 
extensive knowledge of fireplaces, making them 
valuable resources who can let homeowners know 
if any safety issues developed since fireplaces 
were last used. The National Protection Agency 
recommends that chimneys be swept at least once 
per year.

A full inspection of the chimney might be in order 
as well. Chimney service technicians will conduct 
thorough examinations of readily accessible 
portions of the chimney exterior and interior 
and accessible portions of the appliance and the 

chimney connection. The CSIA recommends that 
homeowners who plan to use their chimneys as 
they have in the past request a Level 1 inspection, 
which will examine the soundness of the chimney 
structure and flue as well as the basic appliance 
installation and connections. Technicians also will 
verify if the chimney is free of obstruction and 
combustible deposits. 

Homeowners also should inspect their chimney 
dampers before lighting their first fires of the 
season. Dampers should open and close smoothly. 
If not, a service technician can help fix or replace 
the damper.

Firewood is another thing homeowners must 
consider before lighting their first fires of the 
season. The CSIA says that well-seasoned firewood 
works best, noting that wood that is not well-
seasoned will produce more smoke than heat. In 
addition, the home improvement resource This 

Old House recommends using dense wood that’s 
been split and stored in a high and dry place for 
at least six months. Oak is an example of dense 
wood that, when stored properly, can make for an 
enjoyable fireplace experience. Avoid softwoods 
like pine. Pine can produce a lot of creosote, which 
is a byproduct of wood combustion. Creosote is 
highly flammable, and as it builds up in a chimney, 
the risk for a chimney fire increases. Choosing 
the right wood, making sure it’s well-seasoned 
and having a chimney professionally cleaned can 
reduce the risk of a creosote-related chimney fire. 
A Level 1 inspection should determine if there are 
potentially dangerous levels of creosote deposits 
in the chimney.

Before nestling up to a fireplace this winter, 
homeowners should consider a host of factors and 
safety measures to ensure their fireplaces are safe 
and ready for the season ahead. 

Warming up next to your 
first fire this winter
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MHIC#130262

240-309-4200 • www.CorwinHome.com • Info@CorwinHome.com

ONE STOP SERVICE CENTER: 
DESIGN, MATERIAL, & INSTALLATION

KITCHEN CABINETS & VANITIES

QUARTZ & GRANITE  
COUNTERTOPS

KNOBS/HANDLES, FAUCETS, TILES

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
RENOVATIONS

40845 Merchants Lane, 240-10B • Leonardtown, MD 20650

HOURS
TUESDAY - FRIDAY  10AM-5:30PM
SATURDAY  9AM-3PM

WALK-INS
WELCOME

Repair, Refinishing, 
Antique Restoration & Reupholstery

Kitchen Cabinet & Exterior Door Refinishing

 301-884-3011 • schoenbauer.com
30507 Potomac Way, Charlotte Hall, MD 20622

Wood floors are a worthwhile 
investment that can improve the 
beauty and function of just about 
any room in a home. Even though 
wood floors are durable, and new 
protective treatments help seal 
out many of the things that may 
have damaged floors in the past, 
homeowners still need to prioritize 
protecting their hardwood floors. 

Certain seasons of the year can 
be more harsh on wood floors 
than others. For example, seasons 
characterized by moisture and 
precipitation, particularly the early 
spring, winter and fall, can be hard 
on wood floors. The experts at 
ServiceMaster Clean say that cold, 
snowy days can damage wood 
floors, and Lumber Liquidators 
agrees that winter weather can be 
harsh on flooring.

Homeowners need not give up on 
hardwood if they live in an area 
that sees all four seasons. They just 
need to take a few steps to keep 
floors looking beautiful.

• Clean up the salt. Salt that keeps 
sidewalks and streets clear of 
snow and ice inadvertently 
gets tracked inside a home. 
Hard chunks of salt can scratch 
wood floors, and, if left to sit, 
that salt can eventually cause 
white marks and other stains. 
Routinely vacuuming and 
sweeping up salt is necessary to 
protect wood floors.

• Invest in shoe storage. Wet 
or snowy boots can create 
puddles around the house. 
Have a special mat or tray by 
the front door where wet shoes 
can be kept. A nice bench in 
the entryway makes it easy for 
residents and guests to remove 

their shoes until it’s time to go 
back outside.

• Use water-wicking mats. 
Homeowners will probably 
need a few extra mats around 
to tame errant drips and wipe 
shoes. Any entrance that might 
be used by people or pets 
should be protected. Try to 
avoid petroleum-based, rubber-
backed mats, as they could 
discolor the wood floor.

• Control humidity indoors. 
Cold, dry air in a home can 
be problematic because the 
moisture in the wood can 
eventually evaporate into the 
air. The heat will suck that 
moisture from the flooring, 
causing it to shrink, creak and 
splinter and become more 
brittle. Think about investing 
in an in-line humidifier for 
the home’s HVAC system that 
can keep a moderate amount 
of humidity in the home. 
Hardwood floorboards are 
installed to accommodate minor 
temperature and humidity 
fluctuations. This is typically 
a range of between 60 and 
80 degrees F with a relative 
humidity range of 35 to 55 
percent, advises ServiceMaster.

• Use the right cleaning products. 
Avoid excessive water to clean 
wood floors, and select soaps 
that are specially designed for 
wood flooring. Consult with the 
flooring manufacturer for a list 
of detergents that are safe to 
use.

With proper care, hardwood 
flooring can survive rain, snow and 
cold weather. 

Protect wood 
floors from 
inclement 
weather
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Stay safe 
around 
power lines
As we slide into fall, many 
people are finishing projects 
around the house and 
yard in preparation for the 
coming winter months. It’s 
important to stay safe and 
be aware of overhead 
power lines. Look up.

• Never climb power poles  
or trees near power lines.

• Keep equipment away 
from overhead lines when 
carrying ladders, pool 
skimmers, and pruning tools.

• If you are doing work close  
to power lines—such as 
trimming trees, working 
on your roof, or doing 
exterior renovations—
keep yourself, your ladder 
and anything you are 
handling a safe distance 
from the power line.

• Contact SMECO to 
disconnect power 
if you are doing 
work that requires 
close contact with 
overhead lines 
attached to  
your home. 

• Use a licensed electrician  
for all electrical work.

• Plant trees away from 
overhead and underground 
power lines.

Download our free mobile app or use our texting 
service to report an outage or pay your bill. 
www.smeco.coop/SMECO247

Most neighborhoods 
have underground 

electric lines. Call Miss 
Utility at 811 before 

you dig.
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9TH ANNUAL FALL CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
OCTOBER 26TH, 2019

STARTING AT 8:30 AM • PREVIEW DAY OCTOBER 25TH

HAYES AUCTION SERVICES • GREEN MANOR FARM
38250 NEW MARKET TURNER RD • MECHANICSVILLE • MD 20659

ANTIQUES • COLLECTIBLES • TRUCKS • TRACTORS
TRAILERS • EQUIPMENT • TOOLS •  MORE

RAIN OR SHINE • INDOOR/OUTDOOR FACILITY • DELIVERY & PICKUP SERVICES AVAILABLE

FOR MORE INFO VISIT SOMDAUCTIONS.COM OR CALL (301) 861-7738 OR VISIT @HAYESAUCTION
LOCAL FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED • ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS - CALL NOW

The cost of home ownership can be considerable. 
One of the expenses that hits first-time 
homeowners the hardest upon moving into their 
new homes is the monthly energy bill. While utility 
bills for apartment dwellers rarely break the bank, 
those bills grow considerably when men and 
women are suddenly lighting, heating and cooling 
an entire house.

Come winter, utility bills can be especially harsh on 
homeowners’ budgets. But there are some simple 
ways to trim utility bills no matter how low the 
mercury dips in the coming months.

• Embrace technology. Technology can help 
homeowners control energy costs in various 
ways. A programmable thermostat allows 
men and women to determine when their 
homes’ thermostats turn on so they are not 
paying to heat an empty home. In addition 
to programmable thermostats, homeowners 
can purchase real-time electricity monitors 
that allow them to track usage and monitor 
individual rooms and circuits so they can 
determine where in their homes, if anywhere, 
they are needlessly wasting energy. In lieu of a 
porch light you need to leave on all night, install 
motion-detecting lights so you aren’t paying to 
light porches and walkways that are not being 
used.

• Inspect windows and doors. Windows and 
doors are often to blame when energy bills start 
to skyrocket. As homes age, cracks can develop 
around windows and doors, allowing precious 
and expensive heat to escape. Caulk around any 
windows that have cracks (you may feel a draft 
around such windows) and replace ineffective 
weatherstripping around doors, which is 
noticeable if light is visible around doors’ edges.

•  Cover the water heater. Water heaters can 
quickly lose heat, and that can contribute to 
higher heating bills as winter temperatures 
plunge. Water heater blankets are an 
inexpensive yet effective investment, as they 
can help water heaters retain heat longer, 
producing lower heating bills as a result.

• Lower the water heater temperature. Speaking 
of water heaters, changing their temperature 

is another simple way to lower utility costs 
during the winter. According to Energy.
gov, homeowners can save between $12 and 
$30 for each 10° F reduction in water heater 
temperature. Many manufacturers set water 
heaters at 140° F, but setting the heater to 
120° F can lead to considerable cost savings 
without sacrificing comfort. An added and 
cost-effective benefit to lowering water heater 
temperature is that a lower temperature slows 
mineral buildup and corrosion in water heaters 
and pipes, reducing the likelihood of costly 
repairs while extending the life of the water 
heater.

Winter temperatures can be harsh on homeowners 
and their wallets. But there are many ways for 
homeowners to reduce their energy bills no matter 
how cold it may get this winter.

4 simple ways to trim your 
energy bill this winter
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Congratulations
WASHINGTON NATIONALS
ON FIRST WORLD SERIES APPEARANCE!
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“WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED” IN SOUTHERN MARYLAND
GRH provides a free ride home for registered commuters who  

ride in a carpool or vanpool, take transit, bike or walk to work at least  
twice a week. In the event of an unepected emergency or unscheduled  

over-time, GRH will arrange for a free taxi ride, a free transit ride,  
or even a free rental car up to four times each year to get you home.

Contact George Clark at 1-800-745-RIDE (7433) for info  
or sign up at www.commuterconnections.org

GUARANTEED RIDE HOME

TRI-COUNTY COUNCIL FOR SOUTHERN MD

P.O. BOX 745 HUGHESVILLE, MD 20637
301-274-1922       1-800-SOCLOSE

regional rideshare

FREE INFORMATION SERVICE
Carpool • Vanpool • Commuter Bus

Computerized Matchlists
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		  DATE			   MATCHUP					     TV	 LOCATION

GAME 1	 TUES. • OCT. 22	 NATIONALS  v  YANKEES/ASTROS	 FOX	 NEW YORK/HOUSTON

GAME 2	 WED. • OCT. 23	 NATIONALS  v  YANKEES/ASTROS	 FOX	 NEW YORK/HOUSTON

GAME 3 	 FRI. • OCT. 25	 NATIONALS  v  YANKEES/ASTROS	 FOX	 NATIONALS PARK

GAME 4	 SAT. • OCT. 26	 NATIONALS  v  YANKEES/ASTROS	 FOX	 NATIONALS PARK

GAME 5*	 SUN. • OCT. 27	 NATIONALS  v  YANKEES/ASTROS	 FOX	 NATIONALS PARK

GAME 6* 	 TUES. • OCT. 29	 NATIONALS  v  YANKEES/ASTROS	 FOX	 NEW YORK/HOUSTON

GAME 7*  	 WED. • OCT. 30	 NATIONALS  v  YANKEES/ASTROS	 FOX	 NEW YORK/HOUSTON
* IF NECESSARY
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Homemade | Homegrown | Handcrafted | Vintage | Baked Goods

Free Parking | Rain or Shine | www.SUMMERSEAT.org
26655 THREE NOTCH ROAD • MECHANICSVILLE, MD 

Vendor Admission Form Available on Website
All donations are fully tax deductible.

 Summerseat Farm, Inc. is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization dedicated to preserving the estate’s historic splendor & natural resources. 
Run entirely by volunteers, the farm relies heavily on grants,  memberships,  donations,  & fundraisers to keep the farm running.  

Crafters Wanted

Shop Handmade

Shop Local

November 3
10AM - 3PM

October 26 • 11AM - 3PM
$10 PER FAMILY DONATION

BUFFALO •  FARM ANIMALS •  HAYRIDES 
GAMES •  PUMPKIN PAINTING

Picnic Concert by Tony Wolfe 12pm - 2pm

Artisan &  
Vendor Market

Fun on the Farm

At 

www.CecilsCountryStore.com |20853 Indian Bridge Rd | California, MD | 301-994-9622

 Open 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Authentically Southern Maryland
Wednesday - Sunday

At Cecil’s Country Store

      Vintage & Antiques        Scrapbooking & Stamping        Crafts
  Dixie Belle Paint t Soy Candles t Handmade Soaps t Furniture
   Maryland Merchandise  t Mary Lou Troutman t Home Decor

December 7th 
Christmas Open House  Save The Date!

TCT Unique Shop - Cecil's NOV2019.indd   1 10/14/2019   1:11:23 PM

27056 Mt. Zion Church Rd | Mechanicsville, MD | 301-884-8118 

www.AppleBasketStore.com 

Vera Bradley | Kendra Scott
Simply Southern | Hobo
Annie Sloan Chalk Paint 

Local Wines | Home Decor
Ivory Ella | Soy Candles
Antiques | Estate Jewelry

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Save the Date
Annual Christmas     
          Open House

Saturday & Sunday
November 16th & 17th 

AppleBasket - TCT Unique Shops - September 2019.indd   1 9/17/2019   8:40:16 AM

Grand Opening Event
Saturday, November 2nd

20854 Indian Bridge Rd | California, MD | 301-994-1510

Our Official Grand Opening Ribbon Cutting 
will take place on Saturday, November 2nd at 10:00 AM 

You are invited to join us as we celebrate all day long with special door prize drawings, 
artist demonstrations, local food truck vendors, and much more

Rob & Stacy Seltzer
     Open Thursday-Saturday/10am-6pm | Sunday/Noon-5pm

TCT Unique Shop - Cecils Old Mill.indd   1 10/15/2019   1:24:40 PM

Loose Leaf Teas • Pastries  • Shabby Chic • Country Chic • Nautical & Rustic Home Decor
 Posh • LuLaRoe  • Jewelry • Wreaths • Bath Products • Ceramics • Handicraft Workshops • More!

Schedule Your Afternoon Tea • Tea served every day •  Special Events every month

OPEN WED, THUR & SAT 10:30AM - 5PM • FRI 10:30AM - 4PM • SUN 11AM - 4PM

240-299-4349 • For the latest details go to  facebook.com/thecottageboutique231
NOW OPEN IN CHARLOTTE HALL • 30155 Three Notch Road • Charlotte Hall

Grand Opening this Friday & Saturday • Oct 18 & 19
Witches Night out on Friday Oct 25 • 4-7pm
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DRESS YOUR HOME 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

CATHERINE’S DRAPERIES & UPHOLSTERY
301-261-5404

CATHERINESDRAPERIES.COM
HOURS MON- FRI 9:30-5 & SAT 10-2

667 DEALE RD • DEALE • MD 20751

41625 PARK AVENUE • LEONARDTOWN • MD 20650
302-438-1629 • PATINAANDSTONESTUDIO@GMAIL.COM

INTRODUCTION TO  
SILVERSMITHING CLASSES

JEWELRY PARTY/WORKSHOPS

HANDMADE JEWELRY,  
METALWORK, ARTWORK & GIFTS
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Computer key
4. Periodical (abbr.)
7. Hot beverage
8. Capital of Ghana
10. Shrek is one
12. Behemoth
13. Good friend
14. Form of “to be”
16. Where travelers rest
17. European country
19. Everyone has one
20. Pop

21. Feelings of anxiety
25. Small amount
26. Moved quickly
27. Common name for a 
type of frog
29. Free from 
psychological disorder
30. 8th month (abbr.)
31. Basics
32. Transcending 
national boundaries
39. Natives of Kashmir
41. Returned material 
authorization (abbr.)

42. Cigar wrapper
43. Brew
44. Popular video game 
series
45. Abba __, Israeli 
politician
46. Jewelled headdress
48. French cleric
49. Bizarre
50. Unit of measurement
51. Foul-mouthed 
Hollywood bear
52. “Partridge Family” 
actress

CLUES DOWN
1. Type of bomb
2. Smooth
3. Clothing pattern
4. Defunct phone 
company
5. Something to take
6. Type of piano
8. Consumed
9. “Pitch Perfect” actress 
Kendrick
11. Ray-finned fish
14. Heat storage stove
15. Shrink back
18. Yukon Territory
19. Connects words
20. Sound unit
22. Furniture with open 
shelves
23. Cool!
24. 007’s creator
27. Source of the Nile 
River
28. Not safe, but …
29. Helps little firms
31. Comedienne 
Gasteyer
32. Conceptualize
33. Root mean square 
(abbr.)
34. Integrated circuit
35. Evergreen trees and 
shrubs genus
36. Apprehended
37. Suitable for growing 
crops
38. Isolated
39. Footwear company
40. Electronic 
intelligence gathering
44. Political action 
committee
47. Free of

CLUES ACROSS
1. Sacred bull (Egyptian 
myth.)
 5. One-time European money
 8. Disfi gure
11. Polish city
13. Move quickly on foot
14. Landlocked West African 
country
15. Used in aromatherapy
16. The greatest of all time

17. Type of horse
18. Volcanic craters
20. Type of graph (abbr.)
21. Supporters
22. North and South are two
25. Spread
30. Adjusted
31. Vietnamese offensive
32. Nazi architect
33. Nigerian peoples
38. When you hope to get 

there
41. Ridicules
43. Allied Powers vs. Central 
Powers
45. Produce
47. Ancient kingdom near 
Dead Sea
49. Hebrew unit of liquid 
capacity
50. Type of sword
55. “Sin City” actress
56. Female reproductive cells
57. Affl icted
59. One point north of 
northeast
60. Garland
61. Spiritual leader
62. Negative
63. Tooth caregiver
64. Cheek

CLUES DOWN
1. Form of “to be”
 2. A hand has one
 3. Thought
 4. Physical body
 5. Removes
 6. One who perpetrates 
wrongdoing
 7. Make one
 8. Kate and Rooney are two
 9. __ Ladd, “Shane” actor
10. Makes fun of

12. Space station
14. Gene
19. Satisfy
23. Livid
24. It comes after “et”
25. More (Spanish)
26. Electronic data processing
27. Buffer solution to separate 
DNA and RNA
28. Primate
29. Scattered
34. Evergreen tree
35. What engaged couples 
will say
36. Barbie’s friend
37. Midway between south 
and southeast
39. A position from which 
progress can be made
40. Showed up
41. Insecticide
42. Type of milk
44. Verandas
45. Annoyingly talkative
46. Abba __, Israeli politician
47. “Heat” director 
48. Plant genus
51. Swiss river
52. Prejudice
53. Actor Idris
54. Freedom fi ghters (slang)
58. Criticize
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L A S T  W E E K ’ S  P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S

By Ronald N. Guy Jr.
Contributing Writer

If you were born after 1983 and 
before around 2000 and are an 
ardent supporter of Washington 
D.C.’s football team, you have my 
condolences.  You grew up hear-
ing of Super Bowl championships 
and sustained excellence, but, sadly, 
you have no conscious memory of 
it.  You also were born into a fer-
vent football atmosphere – a still 
passionate, win-drunk fan base in 
the afterglow of a glorious decade 
and confident that the next great era 
would arrive soon.  That is the two-
fold curse of your date of birth.  I’m 
sorry.  You were done wrong.  But 
then again, what was the alternative?  

It’s not your fault.  Anyone would 
have been sucked in by the still-
shiny Lombardi trophies and tractor 
beam of euphoria.  When you were 
growing up, it was still cool to root 
for the ‘Skins, wear the gear and at-
tend games.  You just happened to 
come of age in a bear market; the 
bull, the raging bull, would soon 
return.

But it hasn’t and, the harsh reality 
is, it never will.  

After a 0-5 start, head coach Jay 
Gruden was fired last week.  This 
would normally mark a franchise 
reflection point, a chance to chart 
a new course and build a brighter 
future.  For Washington, it doesn’t 
matter – not in the least.  Gruden 
is just the latest name added to the 
Norv Turner, Terry Robiske, Marty 
Schottenheimer, Steve Spurrier, Joe 
Gibbs, Jim Zorn and Mike Shanah-
an scroll of 1999-present unsuccess-
ful Washington head coaches.

Say “1999” and I immediately 
think of Prince’s classic song.  I 
know, I’m showing my age, but 
check out this opening verse:

“I was dreaming when I wrote 
this, forgive me if it goes astray; 
But when I woke up this morning, 
could’ve sworn it was judgement 
day; The sky was all purple, there 
were people running everywhere; 
Trying to run from the destruction, 
you know I didn’t even care.”

Change “purple” to “burgundy” 
and Prince could have easily been 
issuing a warning to Washington 
football fans of dark times at the 
millennium’s close.  And as you 
know, 1999 was the year Dan Sny-
der became majority owner.  Coin-

cidence?  Maybe…but consider this: 
Prince released “1999” in 1982, the 
year of the franchise’s first Super 
Bowl victory.  Creepy, eh?

Dan Snyder.  He had me fooled.  
You?  I was happy when he acquired 
the team.  After years of ownership 
uncertainty, including the failed 
Howard Milstein bid, the team end-
ed up in the hands of a young, ag-
gressive, long-time fan of the team.  
What could be better?

Literally anything.
I’ll spare you the painful de-

tails of Snyder’s 20-year reign of 
terror.  You lived it too.  It’s the 
macro-level concern that matters 
now.  This team, the one you came 
to love based on its reputation and 
the promise of future Super Bowls 
to call your own, is fatally flawed.  
Snyder will never field a consistent 
winner.  Never.  Executives, coach-
es and players have changed.  He is 
the constant.  He is the culprit.  And 
he, as the 54-year-old owner, isn’t 
going anywhere anytime soon.

Snyder’s profound incompetence 
has transcended sports; the ‘Skins 
have become a case study in orga-
nizational rot – the one-time hottest 
ticket in town is now peddled on-
line to opposing teams’ fans.  The 
primary causal factor of Snyder’s 
failure is his astounding lack of self-
awareness.  He neither knows what 
it takes to win in the NFL nor does 
he recognize his franchise’s funda-
mental flaws.  His utter delusion is 
a cautionary tale on the misleading 
power of arrogance and an insular 
world where “yes-men” are pro-
moted and dissenters are dismissed.  
Hmmm…that sounds familiar.

Wilhelm Stekel and Elie Wiesel 
identified the opposite of love, not 
as hate, but as indifference.  Love 
and hate are emotional responses; 
indifference is a numbed apathy.  I 
now watch what I once loved with 
indifference.  Part of me is ashamed 
to admit that; another part of me is 
happy to have transcended Snyder’s 
carnival.  But I wonder about you.  
I have gotten to this point despite 
having lived the good old days - ex-
periences you don’t have.  So do you 
still love them?  Do you still care?  
If so, you have both my respect and 
deepest sympathies.

Send comments to  
RonaldGuyJr@gmail.com  

A Letter to Younger Fans

Sports
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Elynne Bryce Davis of Leonardtown is a finalist in 
National Oyster Cookoff held at the fairgrounds in 
Leonardtown on Saturday, October 19. Cooking is at 11 
a.m., with tasting around noon and awards around 2-3 
p.m. her dish, Maryland oysters and Turkish-style red 
lentil soup will be available for sampling. 

Tibetan Buddhist monks from Drepung Loseling 
Monastery will construct a Mandala Sand Painting 
from Monday, Oct. 21, through Thursday, Oct. 24, in 
Daugherty-Palmer Commons on the St. Mary’s Col-
lege of Maryland campus.

From all the artistic traditions of Tantric Buddhism, 
that of painting with colored sand ranks as one of the 
most exquisite. Millions of grains of sand are painstak-
ingly laid into place on a flat platform over a period 
of days or weeks to form the image of a mandala. To 
date, the monks have created mandala sand paintings 
in more than 100 museums, art centers, and colleges 
and universities in the United States and Europe.

Mandala is a Sanskrit word meaning sacred cosmo-
gram. These cosmograms can be created in various 
media, such as watercolor on canvas, wood carvings, 
and so forth. However, the most spectacular and endur-
ingly popular are those made from colored sand.

In general, all mandalas have outer, inner, and secret 
meanings. On the outer level they represent the world 
in its divine form; on the inner level they represent a 
map by which the ordinary human mind is transformed 
into enlightened mind; and on the secret level they de-
pict the primordially perfect balance of the subtle ener-
gies of the body and the clear light dimension of the 
mind. The creation of a sand painting is said to effect 
purification and healing on these three levels.

The mandala sand painting begins with an opening 
ceremony, during which the lamas consecrate the site 
and call forth the forces of goodness. This is done by 
means of chanting, music and mantra recitation, and 
will be held on Monday, Oct. 21 from 12 – 1 p.m. in 
Daugherty-Palmer Commons. The lamas begin the 
exhibit by drawing an outline of the mandala on the 
wooden platform.

On the following days they lay the colored sands. 
Each monk holds a traditional metal funnel called a 
chakpur while running a metal rod on its grated sur-
face. The vibration causes the sands to flow like liquid 
onto the platform. This takes place on Monday, Oct. 21, 
from 1 – 6 p.m.; Tuesday, Oct. 22, from 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.; 
Wednesday, Oct. 23, from 9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., and on 
Thursday, Oct. 24, from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., in Daugherty-
Palmer Commons. Also, the Tibetan Buddhist monks 
will give a public lecture, “Tibetan Buddhist Views of 
Death and Dying,” on Wednesday, Oct. 23 from 4:30 – 
6 p.m., in Daugherty-Palmer Commons.

Traditionally most sand mandalas are destroyed 
shortly after their completion. This is done as a meta-
phor for the impermanence of life. The sands are swept 
up and placed in an urn; to fulfill the function of heal-
ing, half is distributed to the audience at the closing 
ceremony, while the remainder is carried to a nearby 

body of water, where it is deposited. The waters then 
carry the healing blessing to the ocean, and from there 
it spreads throughout the world for planetary healing. 
The closing ceremony will be held on Thursday, Oct. 
24 from 5 – 6 p.m. in Daugherty-Palmer Commons.

This is the second time Tibetan Buddhist monks 
from Drepung Loseling Monastery have constructed a 
Mandala Sand Painting on the St. Mary’s College cam-
pus. This year’s visit is hosted by the College’s Asian 

Studies Department, with support from the Lecture 
and Fine Arts Committee, Student Government Asso-
ciation, Arts Alliance, and the departments of English, 
philosophy, international languages and cultures, soci-
ology, art and art history, and music.

For more information, contact John Schroeder at 
240-895-2159 or jwschroeder@smcm.edu.

Press Release from SMCM

Tibetan Buddhist Monks to Construct Sand Painting
To Perform Special Ceremonies at St. Mary’s College

Oyster Cook-Off 
Coming This Saturday
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“Where is my space??”
What are pre-nups?  These are 

pre-nuptial agreements entered into 
by prospective husbands and wives 
that set forth how the couple wants 
to manage their assets in the event 
one of them dies or there is a divorce.  
Some people consider pre-nups to 
be anti-romantic.  However, others 
recognize that these days, when so 
many people get divorced or whose 
spouses have died and then get re-
married, pre-nups play an important 
role in taking care of children from 
a prior marriage and protecting the 
assets of those who have been previ-
ously divorced.

Not long ago, we were approached  
to create a pre-nup for a wonderful 
couple in their mid-80’s.  The couple 
met in an assisted living facility, fell 
in love and decided to get married.  
Both of them had been married and 
had adult children and grandchildren 
from their prior marriages.  Rather 
than create controversy in the fam-
ily about inheritances, the couple de-
cided to make it clear in their pre-nup 
that each of their children and grand-
children from prior marriages would 
continue to receive the inheritances 
they were expecting from their par-
ent or grandparent after marriage.  
With the pre-nup signed, the children 
and grandchildren of the couple were 
able to celebrate the new marriage 
with no concerns about what would 
happen when their mother/grand-
mother or father/grandfather died.  
In this case, both parties had assets 
to protect for their children and, by 
creating the pre-nup, both parties 
helped create family harmony with 
their new extended family members.

Pre-nups are commonly used to 
protect children from a prior mar-
riage.  What does a pre-nup in-
volve?  Primarily, each party ex-
changes financial information with 
the other.  One of the primary as-
sets a person has is their retirement 
account.  When a person marries, 
their new spouse has a legal claim on 
the retirement account of the other 
spouse.  Particularly in cases of a 
second marriage where children are 
involved, most parties want to pre-
serve their retirement accounts for 
their children.  The pre-nup makes 
that clear—each party agrees they 
will not claim against the retirement 
account of the other in the event of 
death or divorce.

Similarly, if one party owns a 
house, upon marriage the other may 
assert a legal claim to ownership of 
one-half of the house. Under the pre-
nup, each party clearly states that 
when they marry they will not as-
sert any claim to the house the other 
owns.

What about other assets each party 
might own individually?  The pre-

nup addresses those as well.  For ex-
ample, suppose one party has a valu-
able stamp collection that they have 
promised to a grandchild.  The pre-
nup will make it clear that the stamp 
collection is the sole property of one 
party and will not be distributed or 
divided up on the death of that party.

The pre-nup addresses property 
owned by each party individually 
prior to their marriage.  But, what 
about property the soon to be mar-
ried couple acquire after marriage?  
This too is addressed in the pre-nup. 
Ordinarily, the couple decides that 
they will split any assets they acquire 
after marriage, fifty-fifty.  So, if they 
buy a house together as joint tenants 
with right of survivorship, and one of 
them dies, the other takes complete 
ownership of the house.  In the event 
of a divorce, the other has a claim for 
50% of the value of the house.  Of 
course, there are lots of other fac-
tors that are involved, but you get the 
picture.

In a pre-nup, each party exchanges 
personal financial statements with 
the other.  These financial statements 
must be complete and detailed so 
that one party can never accuse the 
other of hiding any assets.  

A pre-nup is a contract between 
the parties.  As such, it is enforceable 
in a court of law.  Some people think 
that their Will or a Trust has decided 
who owns what assets after death, 
but whatever you have decided in 
those documents is not enforceable 
because the surviving spouse can 
execute a new Will or Trust after 
the death of the other spouse that 
completely changes the distribution 
of the property.  People that use pre-
nups are concerned about this.  Even 
if your potential spouse has an excel-
lent relationship with your children 
from a prior marriage, when you die, 
how can you be assured those chil-
dren will be protected?  Not with 
a Will or a Trust—only through a 
pre-nup.

To those who claim the pre-nup is 
anti-romantic because it addresses 
what happens on divorce or death, 
think again. Divorce may not be in-
evitable but death is.  If you want to 
truly protect your children the sec-
ond time around and preserve family 
harmony, both parties should wel-
come the opportunity to do so in a 
pre-nup.

Join me for a discussion of this and 
other matters on the third Wednes-
day of  every month at 11 am at our 
offices at 8906 Bay Avenue, North 
Beach, MD 20714. Call 301-855-
2246 to reserve your seat. See you 
there.

By Lyn Striegel

PRE-NUPS
Contributing Writers

Like many people, I don’t 
sleep well. You all know that. 
Everything has to be per-
fectly in sync in order for me 
to get more than four hours 
sleep. It must be dark, quiet, 
cool, and uninterrupted. Easy 
right? About a year and a half 
maybe two years ago, after 
my husband got tired of the 
aggravation of Mindy whim-
pering and pawing to get 
my attention so I would get 
up and let her outside so she 
could chase cats several times 
in the middle of the night, he 
finally decided to just let her up in bed with us so we could all sleep. Of 
course, Mindy was maybe 40 pounds then and we could easily slide her 
dead weight anywhere we wanted to on the bed. Now, at a husky 55+ 
pounds, she is unmovable. If you try to slide her over you get an exasper-
ated sigh in response. I am always reminding her that she is not the alpha 
dog here. I have to make sure I beat her to the bedroom at night so I can 
get more than two inches of space on the right side of our king-sized bed. 
If not, I am pinned at the edge with a constant fear of falling off the edge. 
I have to have my own blanket because between my husband pulling more 
blanket & sheet to his side each time he makes one of his alligator death-
roll-like tossing and turnings and Mindy lying like a rock on her section I 
am left with nothing. Thank goodness for my cocoon blanket.

The other night about 2 a.m. I found myself losing even my own blanket 
to Mindy, and plus there was a full moon lighting up the bedroom like it 
was noon. So, I got up, yanked my pillow off the bed, did my own sigh in 
frustration, and found a spare cocoon blanket to take to the couch. I was 
just starting to get in a nice comfy, drowsy place all wrapped up in my 
cocoon when I heard THUMP and four paws hitting the floor in the bed-
room. Then it was just a matter of seconds before Mindy found me with 
her wet, cold nose, and another second before she leapt up on top of my 
dozing form. Suddenly, my left arm was pinned under Mindy towards the 
back of the couch and my right arm was pinned between my side and the 
couch. Her bony elbow was poking into my hip painfully which I knew 
was going to leave a bruise. Her long, gangly, HEAVY, hound dog form 
had me pinned down for good. Mindy’s little heart was beating fast, since 
she knew this was forbidden by the real Alpha Big Dog in the house.

I tried hard to get my right arm and hand out from under me so I could 
grab her somehow and get her back down to the floor, but she only flat-
tened herself more. We both also knew that if Alpha Big Dog got up and 
realized Mindy was on the couch, well technically she was on me, that 
Mindy and I would both be out all night chasing cats around the yard.

Oh well. I tried to doze again, and I think I did for a little while, until 
I heard the inevitable THUMP as two big feet hit the floor. Uh Oh from 
me. Ruh Roh from Mindy. I mentally willed Mindy to be quiet as my 
husband’s form came into view in the dark of the hallway. I really didn’t 
think I had any air to speak, but I managed to get out, “Hey Honey”. He 
asked if I was okay like he usually does if I am on the couch, and I said 
I was fine it was just too bright in there because of the moon. He stood 
in the dark for another minute, and I could really feel Mindy’s heart rac-
ing now, even though I think she, and I, had stopped breathing, until he 
finally turned and headed back to the bedroom. Both Mindy and I heaved 
a sigh of relief, and I resigned myself to sleeping under a dog blanket for 
the rest of the night, thinking well at least we weren’t outside chasing cats. 
As of today, I am still waiting for all the feeling to return to my arms.

To each new day’s adventure, Shelby
Please send your comments or ideas to: 

shelbys.wanderings@yahoo.com or  
find me on Facebook with a message please.
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Obituaries

Elizabeth Gwendolyn Munroe
Elizabeth Gwendolyn Munroe, “Sis-

ter Liz or Gwen”, 58, of Lexington Park, 
MD passed away on October 13, 2019 
in Leonardtown, MD. Born on Septem-
ber 25, 1961 in Trinidad & Tobago, West 
Indies. Gwen was the loving daughter 
of the late Virginia Lake Munroe and 
Ethan Munroe. Gwen is survived by 
her daughter Kerry Ann Espinoza-Mo-
hamid of Washington, DC, 1 grandchild 
and 2 great grandchildren. Siblings Lu-
cian Joe Munroe, Antoinette Mohamid, 
Gaston Munroe, Gavin Munroe, John 
Munroe all of Trinidad & Tobago West 
Indies.

The family will receive friends on 
Thursday, October 17, 2019 from 1:00 
PM to 2:00 PM in the Living Hope First 
United Pentecostal Church in Great 
Mills, MD where a Funeral Service will 
follow at 2:00 PM with Pastor Jerry Stat-
en officiating. Interment will be private. 

Arrangements provided by the Mat-
tingley-Gardiner Funeral Home, P.A. 
Leonardtown, MD.

Donald Patrick Buckler

Donald Patrick Buckler “Cowboy”, 
70, of Leonardtown, MD passed away 
on October 11, 2019 in Leonardtown, 
MD. He was born on May 16, 1949 in 
Leonardtown, MD and was the lov-
ing son of the late Isabelle Buckler and 
Lawrence Buckler. Cowboy is survived 
by his siblings Margie Guy of Mechan-
icsville, MD, and Wayne Buckler (Julie) 
of Mechanicsville, MD. He was preced-
ed in death by his siblings Patricia Gar-
diner, Larry Buckler, Robert Buckler, 
and Dale Buckler. In his younger years 
he joined Job Corp. Cowboy worked for 
Copsey’s Plumbing. As well as J. Frank 
Abell, taking care of the coin operating 
machines from 1996 to 2007. 

He enjoyed shuffleboard, darts, play-
ing cards, especially pitch with family, 
and playing softball for Pennies Bar.  
The family will receive friends on 
Thursday, October 17, 2019 from 9:00 
AM to 10:00 AM in the Mattingley-Gar-
diner Funeral Home Leonardtown, MD, 
where a Funeral Service will be held in 
the Funeral Home Chapel at 10:00 AM 
with Father John Ball officiating. Inter-
ment will follow in Charles Memorial 

Gardens Leonardtown, MD. Serving 
as pallbearers will be Harold Buck-
ler, Kevin Abell, David Farrell, Wayne 
Johnson, Danny Burch, and Gary Cox. 

Contributions may be made to Hos-
pice of St. Mary’s P.O. Box 625 Leonar-
dtown, MD 20650.

Charles Henry Farrell

Charles Henry Farrell, 89, of Avenue, 
Maryland passed away at St. Mary’s 
Hospital in Leonardtown on October 
10, 2019. Born on November 15, 1930 in 
Compton, Maryland he was the son to the 
late Noble Leonard Farrell and Mary Lil-
lian Graves Farrell. Charles (“Charlie”) 
married Agnes Lorraine Hall, his “Doll” 
as he affectionately called her, on July 1, 
1950 in Holy Angels Catholic Church 
in Avenue. They enjoyed 61 years of 
marriage until Lorraine’s death in 2011. 
He was the loving father to four chil-
dren; Rose Ann Friess (Henry) of 
Bushwood, Charles William “Buck” 
Farrell, Lois Marie Guy of Avenue, 
and Leonard Edward Farrell (Terree) 
of Waldorf. He had one grandchild, 
Melissa Lynn Friess-Bailey (T Bai-
ley III) of Avenue. He made his home 
in Avenue where he lived for 69 years. 
Charlie is preceded in death by his wife 
Agnes Lorraine, his son, Charles Wil-
liam, his siblings; May Morgan (Dory, 
deceased), Harry Edward Farrell (Al-
ice), Aloysius Benjamin Farrell (Alber-
ta, deceased), Francis Sylvester Farrell 
(Mary, deceased), Richard Theodore 
Farrell (Hilda, deceased), and John Wil-
liam Farrell (Virginia, deceased). 

Charlie lived his life simply; always 
putting his Faith and Family first. He 
loved spending time with his sweetheart, 
hosting Sunday family dinners, and en-
suring everyone’s birthday was cele-
brated. He loved telling stories about the 
“good ole days”, making people laugh, 
or playing a game of Pitch. Charlie loved 
listening to music and dancing with his 
bride every opportunity he had. 

As a lifelong resident of St. Mary’s 
County, he enjoyed its nature and beau-
ty. Charlie loved being outdoors, tend-
ing his garden, going fishing, or just 
boating on the Chesapeake Bay. He was 
a stranger to no one and always had a 
smile for everyone he met. Charlie 

leaves behind a legacy of compassion, 
faith, courage, wisdom, and some of the 
greatest demonstrations of love that a 
family could ask for. 

He retired after 30 years of service 
with the State of Maryland Highway 
Administration.

Contributions may be made to the 
Holy Angels Catholic Church, 21340 
Colton’s Point Road, Avenue, Mary-
land 20609 or Seventh District Volun-
teer Rescue Squad P.O. Box 7 Avenue, 
Maryland 20609

Robert Michael Brewer

Robert Michael Brewer, 70, of 
Hughesville, MD, passed away unex-
pectedly on October 10, 2019 at Medstar 
Washington Hospital Center.   

Born on August 27, 1949, in Wash-
ington, D.C., he was the son of the late 
Darwin E. Brewer, Sr. and Theophane 
Miller Brewer of Lanham, MD.

Robert was blessed to have met the 
love of his life, Sandra Brewer and mar-
ried her in November, 1990. Together 
they were the epitome of love. They 
celebrated almost twenty-nine years of 
wedded bliss with being each other’s 
greatest fan and biggest cheerleader. 

Robert graduated from Duval High 
School in Lanham, MD in 1967. Rob-
ert proudly enlisted in the United States 
Navy in July, 1968 and served his coun-
try honorably. Robert was a wonderful 
provider and patriarch for his family. He 
worked as an Elevator Mechanic after 
his honorable discharge from the Navy. 
He made many life-long friendships at 
his job and he will be missed.

Although pride in his work was im-
portant to him, Robert’s greatest ac-
complishments are in the faces of his 
family. He enjoyed spending holidays, 
vacations and even just a relaxing day 
at home surrounded by his children and 
grandchildren. Robert could often be 
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found in nature hunting or dropping a 
line and fishing.  He also enjoyed shoot-
ing pool and eating Southern Maryland 
hard crabs.

Robert is survived by his wife, San-
dra Ann Brewer of Hughesville; daugh-
ters, Carrie Shokraei of Fairfax, VA, 
Shannon M. Miles of Gambrills, MD, 
son, Robert Michael John Brewer II, 
of Beltsville, MD, 7 grandchildren and 
his mother, Theophane Miller Brewer 
of Lanham, MD.   He is also survived 
by siblings, Cheryl Brewer of Lan-
ham, MD, Timothy Brewer (Patty) of 
Dunkirk, MD, Greg Brewer (Sandra), 
and Mark Brewer (Lynn) of Junior, WV. 
He is preceded in death by his father, 
Darwin E. Brewer; son, Lawrence M. 
Miles; and brother Darwin Brewer.

A Life Celebration for Robert will be 
held on October 18, 2019 from 5:00 p.m. 
to 8:00 p.m. at Brinsfield Funeral Home 
& Crematory, P.A., 30195 Three Notch 
Road, Charlotte Hall, MD 20622 with 
a Memorial Service at 7:00 p.m. Inter-
ment will private.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions in Robert’s name may be made to: 
Maryland SPCA, Development Office, 
3300 Falls Road, Baltimore, MD 21211, 
or by calling, 410-235-8826, ext. 136 or 
online at:   https://secure.mdspca.org/
site/Donation2;jsessionid=00000000.
app30040b?1400.donation=form1&df_
id=1400&mfc_pref=T&NONCE_TOK
EN=DDEB09C5CDCC5CDC78F7661D
67DE9302 

Condolences to the family may be 
made at www.brinsfieldfuneral.com

Arrangements by the Brinsfield Fu-
neral Home & Crematory, P.A., Char-
lotte Hall, MD

Bernard “Bernie”  
Clyde Raley, Sr.

Bernard “Bernie” Clyde Raley, Sr. 
of Mechanicsvillle, Maryland passed 
away peacefully at home surrounded by 
family on Saturday, October 12, 2019 
after a battle with cancer that he fought 
ever so quietly and with great courage. 
Born August 3, 1955, he was the son of the 
late John Barker (Jack) Raley and Mary 
Bernadine Raley. He is survived by his 
children, Bernard Clyde Raley, Jr. and 
Jaime Lennox Baer and two grandchil-
dren. He is also survived by his sisters 
Cindy Pilkerton and Debby Greenwell 
(Larry), his brother John B. Raley, Jr. 
(Cathy) and many nieces and nephews. 
Bernie was a lifelong resident of St. 

Mary’s County and graduated from 
Chopticon High School. He worked in 
automotive parts most of his adult life 
and knew just about everything when it 
came to truck parts. He was known as the 
man with the answer and worked as the 
parts manager for Tommy’s Truck Parts 
and Supply for 28 years, where many of 
his customers became lifetime friends. 
Bernie lived life simply, loved telling 
stories of the “good ole “days, and was 
a stranger to no one. He enjoyed listen-
ing to music and watching car racing. 
At an early age, he and his neighbor-
hood buddies were always tinkering 
with an old blue Ford Econoline van 
they affectionately called the “Little 
Blue Hen”. Always trying to make it 
“race” worthy, they would often be 
seen racing it up and down the fields 
at Green Manor Farm. Bernie was a 
gentle soul, had a kind and generous 
heart, and was always giving to others. 
He was a dedicated and tireless mem-
ber of the Mechanicsville Volunteer 
Fire Department serving as Vice Presi-
dent for many years. He was often 
seen in the department’s social hall in 
the wee hours of the morning clean-
ing and buffing the floors, getting the 
room ready for the next event, or clean-
ing and polishing every truck after a 
fire call, taking great pride in his work. 
The family will receive friends at a me-
morial service at the Brinsfield Funeral 
Home, P.A., 30195 Three Notch Road, 
Charlotte Hall, Maryland on Thursday, 
October 17, 2019, from 5:00 P.M. – 8:00 
P.M.

Memorial contributions may be made 
to Hospice of St. Mary’s, P.O. Box 625, 
Leonardtown, Maryland 20650, or 
the Mechanicsville Volunteer Rescue 
Squad, P.O. Box 15, Mechanicsville, 
Maryland. 20659.

Condolences to the family can be 
made at www.brinsfieldfuneral.com

Arrangements have been made at 
Brinsfield Funeral Home & Crematory, 
P.A., Charlotte Hall, MD 20622.

AZC Michael David 
Slaughter, USN (Ret.)

AZC Michael David Slaughter, USN 
(Ret.), 50, of Dameron, MD, passed 
away unexpectedly on October 3, 2019 
at his residence.  

Born on May 30, 1969, in St. Louis, 
Missouri, he was the son of the late 
David F. Slaughter and Nancy Jean 
Slaughter.

Mike proudly joined the United States 
Navy in June, 1990 and served his 
country honorably. Mike was a proud 
American and spent his life devoted to 
protecting his country. During his en-
listment, he received several awards and 
commendations. Mike continued to sup-
port the United States Navy (USN), as a 
civilian working as a Naval Fleet Server 
Array Lead. He was highly respected by 
all in his profession.

Although pride in his work was im-
portant to him, Mike became a funda-
mentally changed man when he became 
a father sixteen years ago to his beauti-
ful and intelligent daughter, Ashley. She 
was the reason he smiled every day and 
his greatest accomplishment in life. The 
times Mike spent with Ashley were his 
best moments.

Mike enjoyed fishing in the early 
spring days and summer evenings, and 
on a crisp autumn morning he felt the 
call of the wild and could be found out in 
the early hours hunting. He spent many 
days reading or watching documenta-
ries about history. Mike was a history 
buff and an amateur explorer. He also 
enjoyed gardening and growing his 
own vegetables. He was greatly loved 
and will be missed by many family and 
friends.

Mike is survived by his daughter, 
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Ashley LeeAnn Slaughter of Freeport, 
Maine; one brother, Richard W. Slaugh-
ter (Sandra) of North Port, Florida. He is 
preceded in death by his parents.

Mike’s family will receive friends 
on Friday, October 18, 2019 at 10:30 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at Brinsfield Funeral 
Home & Crematory, P.A., 30195 Three 
Notch Road, Charlotte Hall, MD 20622. 
A prayer service will be heard at 11:30 
a.m. officiated by Pastor Dave Huffman 
at Brinsfield Funeral Home & Crema-
tory. The inurnment with full military 
honors will be held immediately after 
the Prayer Service at Cheltenham Vet-
erans Cemetery, 11301 Crain Highway, 
Cheltenham, MD 20623.

Condolences to the family may be 
made at www.brinsfieldfuneral.com

Arrangements by the Brinsfield Fu-
neral Home & Crematory, P.A., Char-
lotte Hall, MD

Bill Fisher

Bill Fisher, 67, of Colton’s point, MD 
passed away on October 9, 2019 at Med-
Star Georgetown University Hospital in 
Washington, D.C., after a short but hero-
ic battle with cancer. He was surrounded 
by his loving wife and brother and sister.

He was born in New Brunswick, N.J. 
on April 4, 1952 to the late John and 
Helen Fisher.

He graduated from St. Joseph’s High 
School in Metuchen, N.J. and went on to 
attend Slippery Rock University where 

he graduated with a B.S. in Education. 
He was a member of the Slippery Rock 
Marching Band for all 4 years, culmi-
nating in being selected as one of the 
two Drum Majors for his senior year. 
Slippery Rock is where he also met 
his future wife and best friend Sheila 
and discovered his lifelong passion for 
teaching and advocating for educational 
issues for all students and educators.

Bill was an elementary school teacher 
for Charles County Public Schools, MD 
for 43 years. He taught both 4th and 5th 
grade over the span of his teaching ca-
reer and taught at J.C. Parks, Bryons 
Road, MD, William B. Wade, Waldorf, 
MD, Eva Turner, Waldorf, MD and Dr. 
Higdon, Newburg, MD. During his ten-
ure in Charles County Public Schools he 
was an active member of both the local 
education association (EACC) and the 
state education association (MSEA). He 
was elected Vice-President of EACC in 
1999-2002 and President in 2003-2009. 
At the state level he served on the Exec-
utive Board of MSEA from 2007-2009 
and was elected their state Treasurer in 
2011-2017. He was extremely proud to 
be a public school teacher and worked 
diligently to address both student and 
teacher issues.

In 1995 Bill and Sheila moved to 
Colton’s Point, MD in St. Mary’s Coun-
ty and began their long awaited adven-
ture of living on the water on beautiful 
St. Patrick’s Creek.  Between the beauty 
of the wildlife, the calmness of the wa-
ter view and the friendliness of all who 
lived in the 7th District, Bill and Sheila 
had found their dream home which they 
named Teachers Rest.

Bill and Sheila retired from teaching 
in 2017 and enjoyed traveling to visit 
family and friends out of state, attend-
ing Baltimore Orioles games, garden-
ing, fishing, crabbing, meeting up with 
fellow retirees for dinner, and hanging 
out with the nicest and most incredible 
circle of friends.

Bill is survived by his wife of 44 years, 
Sheila, brother John Fisher(wife Pat), 
sister Ilona Gundersen, brothers-in-law 
Chuck O’Brien, Michael O’Brien (wife 
Ellen), sister-in-law Pat Gereg (husband 

Les), 15 nieces and nephews, 18 great 
nieces and nephews and 3 great-great 
nieces and nephews.

Friends, family members, former stu-
dents, and marching band alumni will 
remember Bill as a devoted husband, 
loving brother, uncle, godfather, dedi-
cated teacher and mentor, grill master, 
bartender extraordinaire, devoted Red-
skins, Baltimore Orioles, and Slippery 
Rock Football fan, and all around good 
guy. His wife Sheila will always re-
member him as a devoted husband, best 
friend, a man who could make her laugh 
at the drop of a hat and the love of her 
life.

Family will receive friends on Sun-
day, October 20, 2019 from 2:00 to 5:00 
p.m. with a Prayer Service at 4:00 p.m., 
at Brinsfield Funeral Home, 22955 Hol-
lywood Road, Leonardtown, MD 20650. 
A Mass of Christian Burial will be held 
on Monday, October 21, 2019 at 11:00 
a.m. at Holy Angels Catholic Church, 
21340 Coltons Point Road, Avenue, MD 
20609. Interment is private.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to Slippery Rock 
Marching Band, c/o Slippery Rock Uni-
versity, 1 Morrow Way, Slippery Rock, 
PA 16057.

Condolences may be made at www.
brinsfieldfuneral.com.

Arrangements by the Brinsfield Fu-
neral Home, P.A., Leonardtown, MD.

Alice Louise Daras
Alice Louise (Murphy) Daras, 61, of 

Scotland, Md., died on Oct. 6, 2019, at 
MedStar Georgetown University Hos-
pital. Born May 14, 1958, she was the 
daughter of the late Evelyn and Martin 
Murphy. 

A graduate of Crossland High School 
in Camp Springs, Md., Alice was a 
2011 alumna of Florida Hospital Col-
lege of Health Sciences. She obtained 
her master’s from North Carolina State 
University in 2014. After spending time 
as an imaging technician at Sibley Me-
morial Hospital and Southern Maryland 
Hospital Center, she began work at St. 

Mary’s Hospital in 1998. She continued 
there as a radiology tech and lead in the 
angiogram program until a debilitating 
accident in 2014. Alice was very proud 
of her healthcare career, serving as a 
mentor, teacher, and friend to many in 
the angio department. She enjoyed as-
sisting patients through complicated 
procedures and hearing their individual 
stories.

Alice loved spending time with her 
family, going out on the Chesapeake 
and enjoying the beach, sharing good 
food and celebrating life’s milestones. 
She will be remembered by many for 
her generosity, warmth, and outgoing 
nature, and missed deeply.

Left to cherish her memory are her 
husband, Michael Daras; her son, Eric 
Long, and daughter-in-law, Katie Long; 
her granddaughter, Autumn Long; her 
stepson, John Daras; beloved friends, 
Roseanne Newell and Rose Harper; and 
many others whose lives she touched. 
She was “Mama Alice” to Holli Lock-
lear, Sylvia Daras and Marlayna Daras, 
as well as their children. Alice was pre-
deceased by her brother, Michael, and 
her parents.

Arrangement details will follow.
Condolences may be made to the fam-

ily at www.brinsfieldfuneral.com
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Calendars

Upcoming
Fall Craft Fair
Hughesville Baptist Church
8505 Old Leonardtown Road
Hughesville
Oct. 26. Come check the latest Christ-

mas creations from the talented ladies 
of the church. Home made treats will be 
available. For more information call 301-
274-3672 or 240-254-2765

Sandwich Sale
American Legion Post 221
21690 Colton’s Point Road
Avenue
Oct. 26 and Oct. 27. Pork and roast beef. 

The event will be from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. and sandwiches will cost $7.00 each. 
Check http://alpost221.webs.com/apps/
calendar/ for other Post events. Call (301) 
884-4071 for further information.

Holiday Designer Purse Bingo to 
Benefit Stephen’s Fund

 The Charlotte Hall Rotary Club will 
host their 20th Annual Holiday Designer 
Purse Bingo to benefit Stephen’s Fund 
on Sunday, November 3rd at the Holly-
wood Volunteer Fire Department Social 
Hall.  Proceeds will benefit special needs 
children and their families. Doors open 
at 11:30… early birds  at 1:00…regular 
games at 1:30.  Pull tabs, King Tut, 50/50, 
food, door prizes and more.  $30 for 20 
Regular games ($25 for prepaid admis-
sion)…$5 for Extra Game Packet…$5 for 
Early Birds (5) and Specials $1 each (5). 
Table reservations for prepaid ticket hold-
ers only.  You can pay by PayPal Shirley.
mattingly@verizon.net ($25) & choose 
Friends & Family…please do not pick “for 
goods and services”.  Checks can also be 
mailed for prepaid tickets but must be re-
ceived in office by November 1st.  Please 
mail to:

The Charlotte Hall Rotary Foundation
c/o Mattingly Insurance
28290 Three Notch Rd
Mechanicsville  MD  20659

Fall Bake Sale and Craft Fair
Hughesville Baptist Church
Saturday, October 26th
8:00 am - 3:00 pm
All proceeds go to the Growing for God 

campaign

Thursday, Oct. 17, 2019
Healthwatch presents: Eye Health-

Complications and Care
Loffler Senior Activity Center
21905 Chancellors Run Road, Great 

Mills
10a.m to 11:30 a.m.
Linda Weintraub, volunteer Health-

watch Instructor, will discuss maintain-
ing the health of your eyes. Call 301-475-
4200, ext. 71658, or stop by the reception 
desk to sign up. 

Queen of Hearts LVRSA Fundraiser
Fitzies Marina Restaurant and Pub
Joe Hazel Road
Leonardtown
4p.m. to 7p.m.
Ticket sales start at 4pm, last 

sale at 6:45pm, drawing at 7pm 
Dates: Every Thursday until the Queen of 
Hearts is chosen by the winner. 

Herrman’s Remarkable Map of the 
17th-Century Chesapeake

Historic St. Mary’s City 
18751 Hogaboom Lane
St. Mary’s City
7p.m. to 8p.m.
Meet at the Visitor Center Auditorium. 

This talk by Christian Koot, Ph.D. un-
covers the story of this map by trac-
ing its Atlantic journey and explaining 
what it reveals about colonial Maryland. 
This lecture is free and open to the public.

Widow/Widower Group
23076 Three Notch Road
Suite 304 
California 
6p.m. to 8p.m.
No matter how long since your loss—20 

days or 20 years—women and men are 
welcome to attend to gain support and 
practical advice to help in dealing with 
the unique grief brought on by the loss of 
a spouse. 

Friday, Oct. 18, 2019
Scott Verbic Golf Tournament
Wicomico Shores Golf Course 
35794 Aviation Yacht Club Rd
Mechanicsville
8a.m. to 3p.m.
All proceeds will benefit the Recreation 

& Parks Scholarship Fund that provides 
recreational opportunities to youth in St. 
Mary’s County.

2019 Community Health & Wellness 
Fair

Southern Maryland Higher Education 
Center

44219 Airport Road 
California
9a.m. to 3p.m.
During this year’s Community Health 

& Wellness Fair, screenings will include 
body composition, glucose, skin cancer, 
hearing, vision, and blood pressure. Li-
censed Massage Therapist Gwynne Hill 
with California Total Body Massage will 
be on site from 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. offer-
ing free mini-massages. The Pharmacy at 
PJ Bean will be supplying flu shots. Bring 
your insurance card to get your flu shot; all 
insurance agencies are accepted.

Elks Texas Holdem Tournament
St Mary’s County Elks Lodge 
45779 Fire Dept Lane
California   
7p.m. to midnight
$60 Buy in = 7000 chips. Optional $5 

add-on and receive 1,000 chips. Sign up 
by 6:50 and receive an extra 500 chips. 

Total Starting Stack could be 8500 chips. 
Each player can re-enter one time before 
the end of the first break for $60 (8000 
chips). This is not a late entry event you 
must be signed in before the start of the 
tournament.

Saturday, Oct. 19, 2019
Lions Annual Scholarship Yard Sale
Quality Transfer and Storage 
22390 Three Notch Rd 
Lexington Park
7a.m. to noon
Proceeds fund scholarships for graduat-

ing Great Mills High School seniors and 
support our local community outreach. 
Mega sale; lots to choose from. For more 
information call Lion Bob Hayward, 
301-904-4710. 

Intro to Aerial Yoga
root SUP & Fitness    
22725 Duke St Leonardtown
9:30a.m. to 10:30a.m.
Learn the benefits of the hammocks and 

feel the difference in traditional yoga pos-
es & how they transfer to the fabric. For 
more information and/or to sign up. please 
visit our website rootsupfitness.com

Lost City
Historic St. Mary’s City
47414 Old State House Road 
St. Mary’s City
5p.m. to 8p.m.
Join us for a trick-or-treating event that 

will have you weaving through the “lost 
city” of St. Mary’s, and stepping on board 
the haunted ship (a.k.a. Maryland Dove).  
(240) 895-4990, info@HSMCdigshistory.
org, www.HSMCdigshistory.org

1st Annual Halloween Family Dance 
and Costume Contest

Hollywood Volunteer Rescue Squad
Rescue Lane
Hollywood   
6p.m. to 10p.m.
$5 per person entry fee, includes 2 

pieces of pizza and soft drinks/juice 
Children prizes for the most cre-
ative, scariest and cutest costumes. 
Come out to the Hollywood Rescue Squad 
and have some family fun

Sunday, Oct. 20, 2019
Fall Tea with My Doll & Me
Mechanicsville Volunteer Fire 

Department
28165 Hills Club Road
Mechanicsville
1p.m. to 4p.m.
There will be tea sandwich-

es and desserts along with iced 
tea, hot tea, lemonade and water.  
This is a pre-registered event and space 
is limited. Tickets are $25 per person. 
Please go to www.mvfd.com/teaparty to 
purchase tickets and register. 

Public Sail on the Dee of St. Mary’s
Calvert Marine Museum 
14200 Solomons Island Road
Solomons
2:30 p.m. to 4:30p.m.
The Dee of St. Mary’s is a sailing 

skipjack used in the museum’s Chesa-
peake Bay Field Lab programs. All sails 
depart from the CMM dock, weath-
er permitting. $25 for ages 13 and up 
$15 for children 5-12. No children under 5 
permitted on sails.

Monday, Oct. 21, 2019
Nutrition Counseling & Presentation 

with Donna Taggert 
Garvey Senior Activity Center
41780 Baldridge Street
Leonardtown
8:30a.m. to 11:30a.m.
Call Ms. Taggert directly to make your 

appointment: 240-528-6539. She has open-
ings at 8:30 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. for counsel-
ing. In October her presentation will be on 
“How to Eat to Trim Belly Fat”. There is 
no cost to attend; however, advance sign 
up is required. Register for presentations 
by calling 301-475-4200, ext. 71050.

Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2019
Taco Tuesday
VFW Post 2632, California
5:00 p.m – 7:00 p.m.
2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month. Beef,
Buffalo chicken or Black bean hard or 

soft. 1 for $2, 3 for $5, 5 for $8. Taco salad 
$5. With all the trimmings. Tostado with 
refried beans $2. Nachos with cheese $3 
add beef $1.

Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2019
Spooktacular Lunchtime Theater 
Garvey Senior Activity Center 
41780 Baldridge Street
Leonardtown
Noon to 1:30p.m.
Will it be a comedy of creepy characters 

or a haunting tale of terror? Don’t miss out 
on this Halloween event. You may laugh 
so much your hair will stand on end! The 
menu for the day will be BBQ chicken, 
oven roasted red potatoes & onions, 
roasted carrots, WW dinner roll, baked 
apples & low sodium V8 juice. For those 
under 60 the cost of your meal is $6. To 
make reservations call 301-475-4200, ext. 
71050.

Thursday, Oct. 24, 2019
Queen of Hearts LVRSA Fundraiser
Fitzies Marina Restaurant and Pub
Joe Hazel Road
Leonardtown
4p.m. to 7p.m.
Ticket Sales Start at 4pm, last 

sale at 6:45pm, drawing at 7pm 
Every Thursday until the Queen of Hearts 
is chosen by the winner. 
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Paws to Read
Leonardtown Library will hold Paws to Read on 

Saturday, October 26 from 2 – 4 p.m. For beginning 
readers, or any student who needs a confidence boost. 
Join "Pets on Wheels" to practice reading out loud to a 
therapy dog for 15 minute sessions. Registration opens 
2 weeks before each program. Readers should bring 
a book, or arrive at least 20 minutes early for help to 
choose a book. Registration will open on October 12

Friends of the St. Mary’s County  
Library Fall Booksale

Leonardtown Library will host the Friends of the 
St. Mary’s County Library Fall Booksale on Sunday, 
October 27 from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. Come to the Leon-
ardtown Library to find amazing deals on excellent 
books! Support the Friends of the St. Mary's County 
Library! This is a rain or shine event. Credit cards, 
cash and checks accepted.

 

Spooktacular and Trick-or-treating
All three locations of the St. Mary’s County Li-

brary will be holding a fun Halloween activity! 
Charlotte Hall Library will hold a Spooktacular on 
Saturday, October 26 from 10:30 – 11:30. Lexington 
Park Library will hold a Spooktacular on Tuesday, 
October 29 from 6 – 7 p.m. Come enjoy trick-or-
treating in the library and play some carnival games, 
all while dressed in your own costume. It’s some 
not-so-spooky fun for the whole family! No regis-
tration required. Leonardtown Library will hold 
Trick-or-Treat in the Library on Thursday, October 
31 from 6 – 7 p.m. Enjoy trick-or-treating in the li-
brary and participate in a costume parade to show 
off your awesome Halloween costume. It’s some not-
so-spooky fun for the whole family! No registration 
required.

 
Book Bites

St. Mary’s County Library will hold Book Bites 
at Taphouse 1637 on Monday, October 28 from 6 – 
7:30 p.m. Grab a bite and gab about books! Join us 
at Taphouse 1637 in California for a discussion of 
this year's One Maryland One Book selection, What 
the Eyes Don't See, as well as a relaxed conversa-
tion about other books you’ve been reading. Visit 
taphouse1637.com for directions and to see menu 
options available for purchase. Adults only. No 
registration.

 

Lights and Shadows
Leonardtown Library will hold Lights and Shad-

ows for ages 4 – 8 on Friday, November 1 from 2:30 
– 3:30 p.m.  Shadows are so mysterious! Join us to 
learn all about how shadows work, why different 
things have different shadows, and take home a cool 
outline of your own shadow.  Registration will open 
on October 18.

 
NaNoWriMo Kickoff Party

Lexington Park Library will hold a NaNoWriMo 
Kickoff Party on Saturday, November 2 from 9:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Registration is recommended. No-
vember is National Novel Writers’ Month, otherwise 
known as NaNoWriMo, a nationwide challenge for 
writers to write 50,000 words in the month of No-
vember. That’s 1,667 words per day, so let’s get start-
ed! Kick off National Novel Writing Month with us 
and get that book that's inside you on the page. Bring 
your laptop, notebook or flash drive. Light refresh-
ments provided. Local Author Angela Harris will 
be presenting "It's in the Bag." This interactive and 
entertaining workshop will help fellow writers learn 
how to overcome writers’ block. Learn a method 
called "throwing up on the page,” construct a group 
poem using this method, and then participate in a 
round table event. Attendees are asked to bring one 
short selection (3 minutes or less) that will be shared 
with the group during the round table session for 
positive feedback.

Loffler Senior Activity Center 301-475-4200, ext. 71658 
Garvey Senior Activity Center, 301-475-4200, ext. 71050 

 Northern Senior Activity Center, 301-475-4002, ext. 73101

Brought to you by the Commissioners of St. Mary’s County: James R. Guy, President; Michael L. Hewitt; Eric Colvin; Todd B. Morgan; John E. O’Connor; and the Department of Aging & Human Services

St. Mary’s Department of Aging & Human Services
Programs and Activities

Visit www.stmarysmd.com/aging for the most up-to date information 

Community Health & Wellness 
Fair - Event to be held Friday,  

Oct. 18, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
It’s that time of year again! The 2019 

Health Fair, sponsored by the St. Mary’s 
County Department of Aging & Human 
Services, will be held on Friday, Oct. 18, 
from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m., in the Southern 
Maryland Higher Education Center, lo-
cated at 44219 Airport Road in California, 
MD. 

During this year’s Community Health 
& Wellness Fair, screenings will include 
body composition, glucose, skin cancer, 
hearing, vision, and blood pressure.

Licensed Massage Therapist Gwynne 
Hill with California Total Body Massage 
will be on site from 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
offering free mini-massages. The Phar-
macy at PJ Bean will be supplying flu shot. 
Bring your insurance card to get your flu 
shot, all insurance agencies are accepted. 
The St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office 
and St. Mary’s County Health Depart-
ment will be on-site to collect expired or 
unwanted medications, including diabetic 
supplies such as needles and lancets. 

Do you want to skip the registration 
line? Attendees can register online at: 
www.stmarysmd.com/aging/healthfair.
asp. Online registrants will be eligible for 
a special prize! Online registration closes 
at 12 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 17. 

The Department thanks our many spon-
sors for this event, including ClearCap-
tions, the Center for Vein Restoration, and 
St. Mary’s County Nursing and Rehabili-

tation Center!
This event is free and open to the pub-

lic. For more information, contact Com-
munity Programs & Outreach Manager 
Sarah Miller at 301-475-4200, ext. 71073, 
email sarah.miller@stmarysmd.com, visit 
www.stmarysmd.com/aging/healthfair.
asp, or find us on Facebook, keyword St. 
Mary’s County Department of Aging & 
Human Services.

Volunteer Instructor 
Opportunities at Loffler

Are you a retired nurse or teacher look-
ing for an opportunity to help the 50+ 
community through health education? At 
the Loffler Senior Activity Center, we are 
looking for someone to offer a health pre-
sentation once a month on topics pertinent 
to mature adults. Other desired volunteer 
instructors include crafts and sewing. If 
you would like to share your knowledge 
or talents, please call Shellie at 301-475-
4200, ext. 71655, or e-mail Sheila.Grazia-
no@stmarysmd.com 

Luncheon with Bruce Thomas 
Guest vocalist Bruce Thomas will be 

here at the Garvey Senior Activity Cen-
ter on Wednesday, Oct. 16, at 12 p.m. 
Bruce is a diverse performer who can ef-
fortlessly move through the musical cat-
egories of inspirational, swing, jazz, pop, 
and R&B. Please join us for his energetic 
and interactive performance while din-
ing. The menu for lunch will be lasagna, 
tossed salad w/dressing, WW dinner roll, 

spinach, canned plums and orange juice. 
A donation toward the cost of your meal 
is appreciated if you are 60 years of age or 
older. For those under 60 the cost of your 
meal will be $6. To make reservations call 
301-475-4200, ext. 71050.

Spooktacular Lunchtime Theater 
Save the date for our next Spooktacu-

lar Lunchtime Theatre Wednesday, Oct. 
23, at 12 p.m. at the Garvey Senior Activ-
ity Center. Will it be a comedy of creepy 
characters or a haunting tale of terror?  
Don't miss out on this Halloween event. 
You may laugh so much your hair will 
stand on end!  The menu for the day will 
BBQ chicken, oven roasted red potatoes & 
onions, roasted carrots, WW dinner roll, 
baked apples & low sodium V8 juice. A 
donation toward the cost of your meal is 
appreciated if you are 60 years of age or 
older. For those under 60 the cost of your 
meal will be $6. To make reservations call 
301-475-4200, ext. 71050.

AARP Smart Driving Course
The Northern Senior Activity Cen-

ter will host the AARP Smart Driving 
Course on Tuesday, Oct. 29, from 9 a.m.-
2 p.m. This course includes proven safety 
strategies that older drivers can use to 
compensate for changes as they age and 
allow them to drive more safely and con-
fidently for as long as possible. The fee 
is $15 for AARP members and $20 for 
non-members with cash or check made 
payable to AARP. Payment is required to 
sign up for the class. Class is 4 hours with 

a break for lunch at 11:30 a.m. Lunch is a 
donation from seniors 60 and older; $6 for 
others made the day of the class. To sign 
up and pay for this class in advance and 
to sign up for lunch, please visit the front 
desk. For more information call 301-475-
4200, ext. 73101.

Halloween Party at Loffler
Kick off the holiday season at the Loff-

ler Senior Activity Center by celebrating 
Halloween! The party starts on Thursday, 
Oct. 31 at 11 a.m. with music, dancing, 
occasional spurts of impromptu enter-
tainment (bring your good nature- there 
will be a few tricks and they may be on 
you!) along with a scary lunch: Spicy Spi-
der Cider, Coffin-Wrapped Monster with 
Sour Yellow Sauce, Dirt-Dabbled Orange 
Earth Apples, Green Leaves with Severed 
(Mandarin) Sections, Honeyed Toad-
stool, and for dessert: Smothered Burial 
Mounds. (If you are too squeamish for this 
repast, you can be served the following 
instead- Bratwurst & Roll with mustard, 
Seasoned Oven Fried Sweet Potato, Man-
darin Orange & Spinach Salad, Honey 
Baked Apple, and a Cupcake). If you want 
to ramp up the fun, wear a costume- there 
will be prizes in several categories! This 
is a ticketed event ($6 suggested donation) 
with a limited number of tickets available. 
Stop by Loffler to get your tickets while 
they are still available. Call 301-475-4200, 
ext.71658, if you have any questions.

Calendars
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SERVICE
ONE CALL DOES IT ALL  240-538-4717

THOMAS FERRALL (BUNKY)

FREE ESTIMATES
EXCEPT INSURANCE JOBS

RESIDENTIAL  
& COMMERCIAL

LICENSED & BONDED • FULLY INSURED

Lawns • Landscaping • Excavating 
Demolition • Bobcat • Backhoe
Firewood Year Round Delivery

Crane Service
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE • CALL ANYTIME!

Sales & Service
Farm Equipment • Machine Shop

Home & Industrial Engines • Welding 

$276 Per Ton
40 Pound Bag $6.50

In Stock Now

27898 Point Lookout Road • Loveville, Md • 20656

DAVE’S ENGINE SERVICE
“Where Service Comes First”

301-884-5904
Fax 301-884-2884

Cross, Wood & Wynkoop
 And AssoCiAtes, inC.

Serving The Community Since 1994

Group Health Insurance  • Individual Market Health Insurance
Dental •  Vision • AFLAC

Life Insurance • Short & Long Term Disability
Payroll Services

Call 301-884-5900 • 301-934-4680 • Fax 301-884-0398
info@cwwains.com • www.cwwains.com

Julie E. Wynkoop
President

John F. Wood, Jr.
Vice President

Cross, Wood & Wynkoop
and Associates, Inc.

GROUP & INDIVIDUAL HEALTH • LIFE INSURANCE
EMPLOYER & EMPLOYEE BENEFITS PLANNING

28231 Three Notch Road, Suite 101 • Mechanicsville, MD 20659
301-884-5900 (office) • 301-934-4680 (office) • 301-884-0398 (fax)

info@crossandwood.com

46924 Shangri-La Drive • Lexington Park, MD

301-863-9497
www.coletravel.biz

SHOP LOCAL!

Southern Maryland Paints LLC. 
23976 POINT LOOKOUT ROAD • LEONARDTOWN • MD 20650    ACROSS FROM LEONARDTOWN HIGH SCHOOL

301-475-0448 • southernmarylandpaints.com
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care is taken to preserve the core of the writer’s argument. Copyright in material submitted 
to the newspaper and accepted for publication remains with the author, but the St. Mary’s 
County Times and its licensees may freely reproduce it in print, electronic or other forms. We 
are unable to acknowledge receipt of letters. The St. Mary’s County Times cannot guarantee 
that every letter or photo(s) submitted will be published, due to time or space constraints.
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO PLACE A BUSINESS  
OR CLASSIFIED AD IN OUR PAPER?  

EMAIL ALDAILEY@COUNTYTIMES.NET  
OR JEN@COUNTYTIMES.NET

ADSClassified
Cash Paid For Farm & 

Construction Equipment
 Call 301-536-6039

SEP 2019–SEP 2020
USA

Certified

2 years 
in a row!

3 years 
in a row!

Taking pride in our work 
& our people since 1980.

#97 best  
medium 

businesses 

#86 for
diversity 

Visit our site to see why we are an award winning company:
www.milcorp.com  |   people making the difference  

MASTER GARDENER (MG) COORDINATOR (position #123404)
50% half-time (20 hrs/wk) faculty position, renewable annually. University of Maryland 
Extension – St. Mary’s County in Leonardtown office. Coordinator performs a variety of 
duties to support educational activities related to gardening and horticulture for the St. 
Mary’s Master Gardener Program.  Coordinate volunteers, maintain member enrollment 
files, arrange for training programs, assist MGs in producing newsletters and outreach 
materials, provide some marketing and public relations support to UME office, present 
information in public meetings and keep up with current research and information on 

gardening. Position requires standard office skills – computer, Internet, email, etc.
Qualifications: Bachelor’s Degree, M.S. Degree preferred.  Experience  

working with volunteers. Must be able to pass a criminal background check. Valid MD 
driver’s license and personal car for work. Must apply at: https://ejobs.umd.edu

Best Consideration Date: October 18, 2019. EEO/AA

•	Signs
•	Banners
•	Wall	Wraps
•	Logo	Design
•	Vehicle	Wraps
•	Decals/	Stickers
•	Custom	Clothing
•	Trade	Show	Design

Mention	This	Card	And	Recieve	10%	Off	Your	Order!
Limit	1	Per	Customer
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LEONARDTOWN 
ACE HARDWARE

SHOPS AT BRETON BAY
40845 MERCHANTS LN.

LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650

301-475-5800
RENTAL 301-475-8799

CHARLOTTE HALL 
ACE HARDWARE

30314 TRIANGLE DR.
CHARLOTTE HALL, MD 20650

301-884-0300
RENTAL 301-884-5393

Leonardtown
Ace Hardware
Shops At Breton Bay
40845 Merchants Ln

Leonardtown, MD 20650

301-475-5800
Rental 301-475-8799

Charlotte Hall
Ace Hardware
30314 Triangle Dr

Charlotte Hall, MD 20622

301-884-0300
Rental 301-884-5393

Glass and Acrylic Sheet Cutting • Mower
Tune Ups & Servicing • Screen Repair

Keys Made (House & Auto)
Computerized Paint Matching

Home & Garden Rental Equipment
In Store Lock Servicing

Blade Sharpening • Small Engine Repair

Special Order Services
20 lb propane exchange

Specialty items for plumbing, welding,
and air compressors

Galvanized, brass, and stainless steel
nuts, bolts, and screws by the eaches
Household and automotive supplies

Email: charlotte_ace2@
hotmail.com

Email: leon_ace1@
hotmail.com

www.acehardware.com

Friendly, Hardworking, Qualified Staff to help you with all your DIY needs!

Melissa
and Doug
Wooden Toys

on Sale!

Exclusive
Hallmark
ornaments

GRILLS - CHARCOAL- PELLET- GAS

25% off 
Halloween 

items

Does Not Apply 

to Sale Items

WE'VE BEEN YOUR NEIGHBOR 

FOR OVER 40 YEARS. HELPING 

YOU WITH ALL YOUR "DO IT 

YOURSELF" PROJECTS.


