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BRYANS ROAD

Burris’ Olde Towne Insurance
Auto • Home • Business • LIFE
LEONARDTOWN
301-475-3151

BRYANS ROAD
301-743-9000

WWW.DANBURRIS.COM
AN INDEPENDENT AGENT REPRESENTING 

ERIE INSURANCE GROUP

DO YOU FEEL 
CRABBY WHEN 
YOU GET YOUR 
INSURANCE BILL  
IN THE MAIL?
GIVE US A CALL.  
YOU’LL BE GLAD YOU DID.

WEEKLY FORECAST

Check out our game page and puzzle 
together some holiday gift ideas for 
your chance to

45330 Alton Ln., California, MD 20619 • (301) 862-1100

Visit us on FB or go to www.GandH.net to play
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“I WILL NEVER BE A SUPPORTER OF 
MOB RULE IN INTERRUPTING THE 
PROCESSES OF GOVERNMENT.”

COMMISSIONER JOHN O’CONNOR ON OUTBURSTS AT A MEETING 
FROM SUPPORTERS OF A YMCA COMMUNITY CENTER.
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Eyewitnesses to Teen’s 
Killing Dispute Final Report

Local News

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

Three eyewitnesses to the shooting 
death of 16-year-old Peyton Ham at the 
hands of a Maryland state trooper, who 
also testified about what they saw to the 
Grand Jury, have come forward publicly 
to contest the final report of the incident.

They say that key details of their testi-
mony regarding the teen’s death were ei-
ther ignored or misconstrued in the final 
report released Oct. 19 by State’s Attor-
ney Richard Fritz’s office which exoner-
ated Tpr. Joseph Azzari of any criminal 
wrongdoing in the incident.

The Maryland State Police have also 
said that an administrative investigation 
into the trooper’s actions on April 13 
on Hollywood Road, just about 500 feet 
from the Leonardtown Barracks, found 
that Azzari had fully complied with all 
policies the agency had on the use of 
force.

The eyewitnesses, Ham’s grandmother 
Victoria Boyle, and Michelle Mills and 
her daughter Allision Mills, both imme-
diate nextdoor neighbors of Ham’s, say 
that the boy’s killing could and should 
have been avoided.

Azzari responded to two 911 calls stat-
ing that there was a suspicious male sub-
ject in the neighborhood with a gun; it 
was later determined that Ham was one 
who made those two calls.

When Azzari arrived he reported he 
was confronted by the suspect, Ham, who 
was pointing what appeared to be a semi-
automatic handgun at the trooper.

The gun was later found to be a replica 
that shot BB-style projectiles.

After opening fire on Ham with about 
10 shots from his duty weapon, Ham 
eventually went to the ground, on his 
knees, dropping the replica pistol accord-
ing to the report.

Ham was wounded and bleeding pro-
fusely but was said to have produced a 
knife and brandished it, according to the 
official report.

When Ham would not comply with 
the trooper’s order to drop the knife he 
opened fire, striking Ham in the chest, 
killing him the report stated.

According to the official report one 
eyewitness said Ham was standing hold-
ing the knife, while Azzari said he fired 
when Ham was attempting to get back up.

In the official report’s account, Azzari 
said Ham was on his feet with the knife 
when he fired again.

“Trooper Azzari, reported that [Ham] 
then said he wanted to die and stood up 
and approached Trooper Azari with his 
knife still in his hand,” the report stated. 
“Trooper Azzari was once more in fear of 
his life and discharged his weapon again.”

All three eyewitnesses who spoke to 
The County Times say that account is 
false.

“He didn’t move, he was almost like 
a statue,” Boyle said of her grandson he 
was on his knees. “I saw the knife in his 
left hand; I never saw him raise his hands 
or raise the knife.

“He moved 
his [left] hand 
but only from 
his wrist 
down.”

Boyle said 
she watched 
her grandson 
get hit with the 
final rounds 
from Azzari’s 
weapon.

“I wanted 
him to drop the knife,” Boyle said of Ham 
immediately before he was shot. “He 
didn’t drop it but he didn’t do anything 
with it either.

“When I saw him, he was on his knees 
and he stayed there; he didn’t hardly 
move at all.”

Both Michelle Mills and Allison Mills, 
who were working from home at the time, 
were alerted by the multiple shots Azzari 
fired in their backyard.

They went to a window in their home 
and saw Azzari approach Ham before the 
second volley of shots.

“He kept saying ‘Show me the knife,’” 
Michelle said of Azzari’s initial orders to 
Ham after he was on his knees. “I’m abso-
lutely sure that’s what he said to Peyton.”

Eventually, a short video picture Mi-
chelle took of the incident shows that Az-
zari did order Peyton to drop the knife 
before shooting him.

Michelle Mills said she never saw Ham 
approach the trooper.

“Peyton never moved from that spot,” 
Michelle Mills said. “He [Ham] made the 
slightest move with his left foot and then 
the police officer shot him.

“He [Ham] didn’t lunge at him.”
Michelle Mills told The County Times 

that when she saw Azzari shoot Ham, the 
trooper was at least 10 feet away from 
Ham.

She said she was coming forward with 
the same testimony she gave in front of 
the Grand Jury “only because the grand 
jury found that they weren’t going to hold 
anyone accountable for anything.”

Allison Mills’ testimony closely mir-
rors that of her mother; she said she saw 
Ham move his right foot up to the point 
where his toes were pressing against the 
ground before Azzari fired.

“He wasn’t picking his entire leg off 
the ground,” Allison Mills said in a phone 
interview.

She said in the aftermath of the shoot-
ing, which took place on their property, 
she could see no blood trails indicating 
that Ham had moved from the spot where 
he had initially been shot.

“His blood was puddling in one area,” 
Allison said. “I don’t think he moved 
from that spot ever before I saw it.”

All three women said they saw the bul-
lets strike Ham. 

State's Attorney Fritz did not return 
a phone call seeking comment for this 
article

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Peyton Ham
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Christmas on the Square
November 26, 2021

4:30 pm - 8:30 pm

A most festive place!

www.VisitLeonardtownMD.com

Joy m Friendsm Peacem Cheer
Enjoy the Season, we have it all here!

Small Business Saturday
November 27, 2021

11 am - 5 pm
Free Trolley Rides!

!
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By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

Commotion from passionate support-
ers of a YMCA community center to be 
built at one of two sites in Lexington Park 
during a Commissioners of St. Mary’s 
County meeting caused elected leaders to 
hold off on making a decision to proceed 
with the project.

Commissioners had received a detailed 
briefing, on the possibility of moving 
ahead placing the center at either Nicolet 
Park or on a piece of property on Great 
Mills Road close to the county-owned 
public pool, from YMCA officials, Rob-
bie Gill CEO of the YMCA of the Chesa-
peake and Brian Rigby, director of de-
velopment for Gro Development when 
leaders were prepared to make a motion.

Shortly thereafter outbursts from the 
community center supporters derailed 
the process, according to commissioners.

Commissioner Mike Hewitt’s motion 
to approve the site selection and concept 
site plan failed for lack of a second; Com-
missioner Eric Colvin wanted to make 
a motion to proceed but wanted further 
study on whether a facility could be built 
without a heated pool, as is usual for a 
YMCA.

Loud calls to “Build the Pool” began 
to come from the audience, filled mostly 
with purple-shirted local YMCA sup-
porters, so much so that Colvin declined 

to make the motion.
“I’m done talking for today,” Colvin 

said with a note of exasperation. “I don’t 
have any motions right now, that’s fine.”

YMCA supporters continued to loudly 
berate commissioners for their lack of ac-
tion as they left the meeting room.

Colvin said during the meeting that 
he supported the facility being built but 
wanted more study on the issue of the 
pool.

“We haven’t delayed any funding,” 
Colvin said in response to continued 
chants of “We want the pool!”

Commissioners have set aside $15.8 
million in the county’s construction bud-

get for the project.
Commissioner President James “Ran-

dy” Guy told the audience the issue 
would be “postponed to a later date.”

During commissioner time, Commis-
sioner John O’Connor decried the actions 
of the audience.

“What I witnessed today was some-
thing I was hoping we wouldn’t have to 
have in our county government,” said 
O’Connor. “I have supported this com-
munity center, YMCA, and I don’t agree 
in blanket ‘Yesses’ and appeasing people 
because they want to hear a certain thing, 
which is ‘Yes, my way or the highway.’”

O’Connor said the commissioners had 

to examine every facet of the process and 
project to ensure the nearly $16 million 
was spent wisely.

“Today was mob rule, that’s what this 
was,” O’Connor said. “You interrupted 
a sitting county commissioner, who was 
going to make a motion to support this 
project with a caveat…

“I will never be a supporter of mob 
rule in interrupting the processes of 
government.”

O’Connor said he would never vote for 
a YMCA in St. Mary’s “based on that be-
havior and those activities.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Local News

ON THE WEB GO TO 
www.7thDistrict.org

(The Conscience of the 7th District)
AND READ THE SECTION ENTITLED 

“REVIEW OF COUNTY EVENTS” 
FOR A COMPREHENSIVE CRITICAL REVIEW OF THE:

Also read about the novel BoonDOGgle at www.BoonDOGgle.dog

 1. St. Mary’s County
     Oyster Festival

 2. The Historic Sotterley’s
     NovemBEER

 3. St. Mary’s
     County Fair

4. 7th District Optimists/St.
    Clément’s Hundred
    Blessing of the Fleet

Read the overview of the 7th District community 
service organizations.

Decision Stalled on YMCA Site Selection

YMCA Suppporters press for swift action
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Brittany  
Downing, PA-C

Delys Gribbin, PA-C David Hager, MD

Maria 
Lawrynowicz, MD

Stephen Doyle, PA-C

We’re here  
when you  
need us most. 
Big changes, new faces in the ER.

MedStar eVisit
Offering 24/7 on-demand video access via smartphone or computer. 
For minor health issues not requiring a physical exam or testing such 
as cold or flu, pink eye, rash, minor cuts, or urinary tract infection. 
Visit MedStarHealth.org/eVisit to get started.

From virtual visits to in-person emergency care, you can feel 
safe knowing MedStar Health has options to help you feel better 
as quickly as possible. And if you are coming to the Emergency 
Department of MedStar St. Mary’s Hospital, you might notice 
some exciting new changes—a new team of providers dedicated 
to providing safe care and an improved and remodeled waiting 
area with amenities to help keep you comfortable while you 
wait to be seen. Whether it’s online, after hours, or in our ER, 
MedStar Health makes it easy to get the care you need, when 
you need it most.

Urgent Care
Twisted ankle, stomach virus, need stitches? MedStar Urgent Care  
can help. When your primary care doctor is not available, visit one 
of our five Southern Maryland locations, all offering extended 
and holiday hours. Walk-ins and appointments available. Visit 
MedStarHealth.org/UrgentCare to save time and check in online. 

Emergency Department
Open 24/7 to care for patients experiencing a major or life-threatening 
issue including chest pain, difficulty breathing, severe abdominal pain, 
a head injury, heavy bleeding, stroke symptoms, or seizures. Visits to 
the ER for minor conditions may result in a longer wait. 
If you are experiencing a medical emergency, call 9-1-1. 

Our new ER providers

Amy Prescott, MD

William  
TenBrink, Jr., MD

Saad Zaatari, MD

Dylan Bailey, PA-CAvery Alatis, MD
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Oakville
5 minutes North of Hollywood

41170 Oakville Road 
Mechanicsville, MD

301-373-9245 • 800-451-1427

Charlotte Hall
30315 Three Notch Rd,  

Charlotte Hall, MD
301-884-5292
800-558-5292

Prince Frederick
1700 Solomon’s Island Rd,  

Prince Frederick, MD
410-535-3664
866-535-3664

Hours:  Mon.-Sun 9-5
Extended Christmas Hours Start November 26th Hours:  Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5, Sat. 7:30-3, Closed Sundays

*Excludes Christmas Greenery, 
Trees and Shrubs, Landscape Jobs,  

Special orders, and Prior Sales.

CHECK OUT THE LATEST POTS & POTTERY.  
Great for Your Indoor Decorating.

Our Christmas Shop Officially Opens Friday, November 19th

Artificial 
Trees, Wreaths, 

Roping and 
Greens

Lots of battery  
operated lighted  

wreaths & garland

NURSERY CLEARANCE SALE

LOOKING FOR A NEW CAREER IN 2022? NOW HIRING.
Check Out Our Web Site. New Positions Available Now.

https://wentworthnursery.com/employment/

OFF*

OFF

• All Shade Trees 
• All Flowering Trees  
• All Fruit Trees
• All Shrubs
• All Roses
• All Azaleas
• All Grasses
• All Perennials
• All Groundcovers

30%

25%
OUR GREENHOUSE’S ARE STILL FULL

Pansy’s 4” & 6” Pots, Ornamental Cabbage & Kale,  
Pelee Mums, Cyclamen and More!

NEW TROPICAL FOLIAGE ARRIVING WEEKLY.  
Come See What’s New.

CHRISTMAS SHOP EARLY SALE

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

The county’s chief health officer Dr. 
Meena Brewster said this week that the rate 
of transmission of COVID-19 locally is still 
high but several aspects of the pandemic 
are improving.

“We have several metrics that have 
helped things along the way,” Brewster told 
the Commissioners of St. Mary’s County at 
their Nov. 16 meeting. “We are seeing a rise 
in vaccination rates in the county”

She said that the number of new weekly 
cases of COVID-19 have continued to drop 
significantly in the past several weeks.

Vaccinations of the youngest in St. 
Mary’s, those aged 5 to 11 years old, has 
begun, with 7.7 percent of the age group 
getting their first innoculations.

“We just started,” Brewster said.
She warned, though, that the majority 

of cases happening are in those who are 
unvaccinated.

Brewster said that, despite the growth of 
breakthrough cases, that vaccinations were 
still critical in staving off the worst effects, 
such as hospitalizations, of the virus.

Brewster said waning immunity 
amongst those who had been infected and 
recovered was perhaps the best reason to 
still get vaccinated.

“Natural immunity varies from person 
to person, it’s not reliable how long it will 

last,” Brewster said. “We’re encouraging 
them to get their natural immunity boosted.

Brewster said those who had been infect-
ed, recovered and then became vaccinated 
had the most protection.

“Their immunity is very robust,” Brew-
ster said.

She said that concerns of vaccines caus-
ing myocarditis, or inflammation of the 
heart, in the very young were real but that 
the actual instances of the condition were 
rare.

“[Research showed] slightly increased 
signals of myocarditis in certain people 
who are vaccinated,” Brewster said. “It’s 
still a very rare event of 20 or 30 cases per 
million.”

The cases of vaccine-initiated myocardi-
tis were milder than COVID initiated myo-
carditis, Brewster said, with most cases 
fully resolved within three months.

With all of the variants and mutations 
that COVID-19 has presented, Brewster 
said that the concept of herd immunity is 
more elusive than health professionals had 
initially hoped.

She told commissioners that the amount 
of the population nationwide that would 
likely have to be much greater than the 60 
percent originally thought during the be-
ginning of the pandemic.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Brewster: COVID Numbers Trend-
ing Down

Brewster: COVID 
Numbers Trending Down

45330 Alton Ln., California, MD 20619 • (301) 862-1100

Rare 
NATURAL PINK

 DIAMONDS
Exceptional Love Deserves 

Exceptional Beauty
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COVER IT 
WITH TARPS

* BLUE TARPS
(2.5 oz. / sq. yd.)

Cut Size Sale Price     Cut Size  Sale Price
5x7 $1.65 12x25 $13.15
6x8 $2.25 15x20 $13.15
8x10 $3.75 15x25 $16.40
8x12 $4.50 15x30 $19.70
8x15 $5.60 16x20 $14.00
8x18 $6.70 20x20 $17.50
8x20 $7.45 20x30 $26.25
9x12 $5.05 20x35 $30.60
10x12 $5.60 20x40 $35.00
10x15 $7.00 24x36 $36.20
10x16 $7.45 25x45 $47.15
10x20 $8.75 30x40 $50.30
12x12 $6.70 30x60 $68.75
12x14 $7.35 40x50 $76.35
12x16 $8.40 40x60 $91.65
12x20 $10.50

* GREEN TARPS
    (5 oz.)

Cut Size Sale Price Cut Size Sale Price
9x12 $9.95 30x40 $96.95
10x12 $11.10 30x50 $121.15
10x15 $13.90 40x60 $184.50
10x20 $18.50
12x12 $13.35 
12x16 $17.75
12x20 $22.20
12x25 $27.75
15x20 $27.75
15x25 $34.70
16x20 $29.60
20x20 $35.45
20x25 $44.35
20x30 $53.20
20x35 $62.05
20x40 $64.65

* SILVER TARPS
    (6 oz.)

Cut Size Sale Price Cut Size Sale Price
8x10 $10.10 16x20 $38.70
10x12 $15.15 20x20 $48.35
10x20 $25.25 30x40 $125.80
12x12 $18.20 30x50 $157.25
12x16 $24.25 30x60 $188.70
12x20 $30.30 40x60 $251.60
12x25 $36.25

STAUFFER FEED MILL

WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF FEEDS FOR ALL YOUR ANIMAL’S NEEDS!

*SIZES SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY

* ACTUAL SIZE A LITTLE LESS, AFTER SEAMING

NOTE: TARPS ARE NON-REFUNDABLE  
AFTER THE PACKAGE IS OPENED.

BUNGIE CORDS IN STOCK

SALE  ENDS DECEMBER 31st, 2021

28150 POINT LOOKOUT RD
LEONARDTOWN, MD

(On Route 5 In Loveville - Just Outside Of Leonardtown)

MONDAY-FRIDAY 7AM-6PM 
SATURDAY 7AM-4PM

CLOSED ON SUNDAYS
Animal Feed 
& Supplies

Storage Covers, Camping, Boat Covers, 
Tent Flys, Pool Covers, Wood Pile Covers

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

Dorothy Andrews, of Callaway, wants 
to be the voice of parents on the St. Mary’s 
County Board of Education, which she 
says has been lacking over the years.

A retired small business owner, An-
drews has participated in demonstrations 
at the Moakley Street headquarters of the 
school board, protesting mandates on stu-
dents to wear face masks while in class in 
the time of COVID-19.

She said this is one of the issues where 
concerns have gone either unheard or ig-
nored by the school board.

“I love kids,” Andrews said. “I used 
to be a paraeducator in a private school 
system.

“The parents have not had a fair voice,” 
Andrews said. “I’m going to be that voice.”

She said parents should have the final 
say on whether their children would wear 
masks in school; she believed masks could 
inhibit the development of very young 
children, especially in regards to their 
speech development.

Andrews said she is also concerned 
about whether critical race theory, which 
has become a nationwide controversial 
topic in education, is a part of the learning 
experience at St. Mary’s County Public 

Schools.
While she said it may not be included 

in the curriculum officially, terms such as 
“equity”, “inclusion” and “cultural bias” 
which she had heard used during school 
board meetings could put too much focus 
on divisive issues.

“It’s supposed to be about education 
not pointing out cultural difference,” An-
drews said. “We’re supposed to be bring-
ing unity.”

Andrews also wants to ensure that the 
school system takes reports of bullying 
seriously and does something to curb such 
behavior among students; this has been 
one of the problems parents often bring up 
to her, she said.

Including parents in more decisions, 
including what learning materials their 
children are exposed to, would “give them 
peace of mind,” she said.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Andrews Seeks School 
Board Seat

Dorothy Andrews

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

In 2015 local law enforce-
ment officers seized more than 
$130,000 from illegal gambling 
activities — involving pull tab-
type machines — at a local bar 
that is no longer in operation.

This week the Commissioners of 
St. Mary’s County took the major-
ity of the proceeds into their gen-
eral fund but gave about $5,700 to 
the local Leonardtown Lions Club 
who were to be beneficiaries of 
the some of the proceeds six years 
ago.

According to county legal docu-
ments, in 2008, Charles “Dickie” 
Gatton, proprietor of the Brass 
Rail, entered into an agreement 
with the Leonardtown Lions Club 
that permitted a gaming device to 
be placed inside the bar and the 
proceeds from the gaming device 
to be divided evenly between the 
Leonardtown Lions Club and the 
Brass Rail Sports Bar. 

But years later, four electronic 

gaming devices were put in the 
Brass Rail but were not there to 
benefit the Lions Cub. 

According to the county, Gatton 
pleaded guilty to gambling charg-
es and consented to the forfeiture 
of money from him to the Com-
missioners of St. Mary’s County 
from the gambling enterprise.

The total amount seized at the 
Brass Rail by the St. Mary’s Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office was $135,572. 
That amount was deposited in the 
commissioners account on Octo-
ber 28 but the commissioners vot-
ed Nov. 16 to carve out the portion 
that should have gone to the Leon-
ardtown Lions and give it to the 
local charity.

That total was $5,743.
guyleonard@countytimes.net

Commissioners Split 
Seized Gambling 
Proceeds
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McKay’s Award Winning 
Southern Maryland 
Stuffed HamLb.1298

4.99Lb.

Mild Cooked 
Stuffed Ham 

Dressing 

5.49Lb.

Hot Cooked 
Stuffed Ham 

Dressing 

2/$4

6.5-Oz, Selected

Reddi Whip
Real Cream

MCKAY’S SPECIAL

IN OUR BAKERY

DELI FRESH

McKay’s Locations
37670 MOHAWK DRIVE

CHARLOTTE HALL • MD 20622
(301) 884-5636

40845 MERCHANTS LANE
LEONARDTOWN • MD 20650

(301) 997-1828

23860 HOLLYWOOD ROAD
HOLLYWOOD • MD 20636

(301) 475-2343
 

22599 MACARTHUR BLVD
CALIFORNIA, MD 20619

(240) 237-8266

5.98Lb.

Preferred Angus
Boneless New 
York Strip Roast

8.98Lb.

Fresh
Atlantic  
Salmon Fillet

3.98
16-Oz., 93% Lean or 91% 
Seasoned
Butterball Fresh  
Ground Turkey

6.98Lb.

Preferred Angus
Boneless 
New York 

Strip Steaks

9.98Lb.

Certified Angus
Boneless 
New York 

Strip Steaks

10.98
16/20 Ct., Extra Jumbo, 
Peeled & Deveined
Sea Best Tail On  
Cooked Shrimp

3.98
12 To 24-Oz., Selected
Bob Evans  
Side Dishes

9.98Lb.

Sold In A 2-Lb. Bag At $19.96
8 To 21-Ct. 
Colossal Shrimp

3.48Lb.

75% Lean
Ground 
Beef

2.98Lb.

Mckay’s Deli Fresh
Sweet Potato  
Casserole2.98Lb.

Mckay’s Deli Fresh
Macaroni  
And Cheese5.98Lb.

Deli Fresh
Rotisserie Turkey  
Breast

9.98
6-Oz.
Maryland Style  
Crab Cakes

7.98
1-Lb., 41 To 50-Ct. Tail On
Cooked Medium 
Shrimp

2.58Lb.
Boneless
Half 
Tavern Ham

2.98
16-Oz., Hot Or Mild
Swaggerty  
Sausage Roll

111721IGA3_k_MCK

6.98Lb.
Fresh From the Deli
White Chicken 
Cranberry  
Pecan Salad

4.98
32-Oz., Selected
Grandma’s 
Deli Salads

Everything Is Better With

BACON
698 12 To 16-Oz., Selected

Oscar Mayer  
Sliced Bacon

598 8-Pc., Crunch Time!
Dark Meat 
Fried Chicken 8-Pc., Crunch Time!

Golden Meat 
Fried Chicken

7.98

2.48
Boneless

Whole 
Tavern Ham

2/$5
12-Oz., 

Heinz Seafood
Cocktail Sauce

SEAFOOD AND MEAT

MCKAY’S KITCHEN

5.98Lb.

Preferred Angus
Boneless New 
York Strip Roast

8.98Lb.

Fresh
Atlantic  
Salmon Fillet

3.98
16-Oz., 93% Lean or 91% 
Seasoned
Butterball Fresh  
Ground Turkey

6.98Lb.

Preferred Angus
Boneless 
New York 

Strip Steaks

9.98Lb.

Certified Angus
Boneless 
New York 

Strip Steaks

10.98
16/20 Ct., Extra Jumbo, 
Peeled & Deveined
Sea Best Tail On  
Cooked Shrimp

3.98
12 To 24-Oz., Selected
Bob Evans  
Side Dishes

9.98Lb.

Sold In A 2-Lb. Bag At $19.96
8 To 21-Ct. 
Colossal Shrimp

3.48Lb.

75% Lean
Ground 
Beef

2.98Lb.

Mckay’s Deli Fresh
Sweet Potato  
Casserole2.98Lb.

Mckay’s Deli Fresh
Macaroni  
And Cheese5.98Lb.

Deli Fresh
Rotisserie Turkey  
Breast

9.98
6-Oz.
Maryland Style  
Crab Cakes

7.98
1-Lb., 41 To 50-Ct. Tail On
Cooked Medium 
Shrimp

2.58Lb.
Boneless
Half 
Tavern Ham

2.98
16-Oz., Hot Or Mild
Swaggerty  
Sausage Roll

111721IGA3_k_MCK

6.98Lb.
Fresh From the Deli
White Chicken 
Cranberry  
Pecan Salad

4.98
32-Oz., Selected
Grandma’s 
Deli Salads

Everything Is Better With

BACON
698 12 To 16-Oz., Selected

Oscar Mayer  
Sliced Bacon

598 8-Pc., Crunch Time!
Dark Meat 
Fried Chicken 8-Pc., Crunch Time!

Golden Meat 
Fried Chicken

7.98

2.48
Boneless

Whole 
Tavern Ham

2/$5
12-Oz., 

Heinz Seafood
Cocktail Sauce

SEAFOOD AND MEAT

MCKAY’S KITCHEN

THANKSGIVING DAY HOURS 
7:00AM TO 4:00PM

MCKAY’S SPECIALS
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St. Mary’s County ● Calvert County

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

Last year Kim Klacik made 
headlines with her walking tour of 
Baltimore City to show the nation 
the trash filled neighborhoods 
there; she went a giant step further 
by running for the District 7 seat 
which Congressman Elijah Cum-
mings vacated upon his death.

District 7 includes over half of 
Baltimore City but also parts of 
Baltimore and Howard counties.

Being a black Republican and a 
new comer to running for federal 
office, she was facing what seemed 
an insurmountable challenge.

Until that time she had only been 
elected to the Republican Central 
Committee for Baltimore County.

But she forged ahead with the 
congressional election.

She ran in both the special elec-
tion after the death of Cummings 
and again in November of last year 
against the winner of the special 
election Kweisi M. Fume.

Though she lost her election bid 
to Congress, she told a gathering 
of St. Mary’s County Republi-
cans at their annual Lincoln/Rea-
gan Day dinner Nov. 11, she still 
won 14,000 votes, she said, which 
was far greater than she had ever 
expected.

“We actually f lipped West Bal-
timore,” Klacik said at the Great 
Mills Elk’s Lodge. She credited 
the progress she made with her 
much recorded and broadcast by 
conservative content groups walk-

ing tour through the summer heat 
of Baltimore to show the dilapida-
tion there.

It got her much attention from 
President Donald Trump who 
tweeted favorably about her activ-
ism and campaign last year.

“People I talked to said ‘You’re 
the first Republican we’ve ever 
met,” Klacik said.

She said chipping away at Dem-
ocratic strongholds was one of the 
only ways for the GOP to make 
gains; she looked to recent Repub-
lican victories in Virginia’s gov-
ernor’s race and near victory in 
long blue New Jersey as a signal 
of a willingness among voters to 
change.

“New Jersey is now a swing 
state,” Klacik said. “That’s 
awesome.

“But we have to keep the mo-
mentum going.”

She said GOP members in 
Maryland have to continue fight-
ing, especially since the majority 
Democrat General Assembly is set 
to debate and rewrite the state’s 
eight congressional districts to fa-
vor their party.

Only District 1 Congressman 
Andy Harris represents Maryland 
for the Republicans in Washing-
ton, D.C.

“They want us to be eight-and-
zero,” Klacik said. “They think 
that this is in the bag.

“The fact that we will show up 
will show them that they don’t.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

GOP Firebrand Tells 
Party to Never Give Up

Kim Klacik, left, talks with guests at the Lincoln Reagan Day dinner.

 In observance of the Thanks-
giving holiday, St. Mary's County 
Government announces the fol-
lowing changes to operations:

All administrative offices will 
be closed Thursday, Nov. 25, and 
Friday, Nov. 26.

The Garvey, Loff ler, and North-
ern Senior Activity Centers will 
be closed Thursday, Nov. 25, and 
Friday, Nov. 26.

There will be no Home-Deliv-
ered Meals Thursday, Nov. 25, or 
Friday, Nov. 26.

All St. Mary's County Libraries 
will close at 5 p.m. Wednesday, 
Nov. 24, and remain closed Thurs-
day, Nov. 25, and Friday, Nov. 26.

All Department of Recreation 
and Parks facilities and programs, 
including museums and the Wic-

omico Shores Golf Course and 
Riverview Restaurant, are closed 
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 25. And 
will reopen for normal operating 
hours Friday, Nov. 26.

All St. Mary's Transit (STS) 
operations will be closed Thurs-
day, Nov. 25. STS will operate on 
a Saturday schedule for Friday, 
Nov. 26 and ADA will operate on 
the regular schedule. SSTAP will 
not operate Friday, Nov. 26; nor-
mal operations resume Monday, 
Nov. 29.

The St. Andrews Landfill and 
the six (6) Convenience Centers 
will be closed Thursday, Nov. 25. 
They will reopen with regular 
hours for Friday, Nov. 26.

For additional information, 
please visit www.stmarysmd.com.

County Operations for 
Thanksgiving Holiday
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ANNUAL FALL CRAFT SHOW
HOLLYWOOD FIRE DEPARTMENT SOCIAL HALL 

24801 THREE NOTCH ROAD 
HOLLYWOOD, MD

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2021 
10:00 A.M. TO 3:00 P.M.

FREE ADMISSION & FREE PARKING
THE LADIES AUXILLARY WILL HAVE REFRESHMENTS 

AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE
WEARING FACE MASKS AND SOCIAL DISTANCING ARE ENCOURAGED

SPONSORED BY  
LADIES AUXILIARY  

HOLLYWOOD VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
For More Information Contact: Craftshow@hvfd7.com 

Donations of non-perishable food items for  
St. Mary’s Helping Hands Food Pantry will be accepted.

Leonardtown Lion Richard “Dick” 
Russell, began the “Christmas Caring” 
tradition of requesting names of those 
county residents in need of Christ-
mas tiding for their children from the 
Department Of Social Services in the 
late 1980’s. No names were given to 
his Leonardtown Lions, only the gen-
der, age, and requested gift(s) the chil-
dren hoped that Santa would bring on 
Christmas.

Later the list grew and the Christmas 
Caring tags were not only taken by the 
Lions but also were made available to 
members of the community by hang-
ing the additional “tags” on a Christmas 
tree at the local Leonardtown Sneade’s 

Ace Home Center
Members of the community are in-

vited to continue this Christmas Tradi-
tion and join the Leonardtown Lions by 
picking up a “Christmas Caring” tag 
and returning the wrapped present(S) 
to the Sneade’s ACE Home Center prior 
to December 12th; bagged and tagged 
with the previously selected tag.  Mem-
bers of the Leonardtown Lions Club will 
deliver all of SANTA’s gifts well before 
Christmas .

For more information stop by the tree 
at Sneade’s ACE Home Center or call 
Lion Theresa Fincham at 252 725 5916.

Press Release from Leonardtown Lions 
Club.

Leonardtown Lions 
Continue  Christmas 
Caring Tradition

The Patuxent Partnership (TPP) has 
helped Leadership Southern Maryland 
(LSM) accomplish its mission of inspir-
ing and educating regional leaders for 
over a decade in a myriad of ways in-
cluding sponsorships, employee partici-
pation in LSM programs, and an annual 
scholarship for a nonprofit participant 
in the Executive Program. This breadth 
of support has wide-ranging impacts, 
not just on LSM, but on the Southern 
Maryland community as a whole. The 
TPP scholarship provides an immediate 
and measurable benefit by enabling the 
recipient to participate in LSM when he 
or she would not be able to otherwise.

TPP’s sponsorship of the Leadership 
Southern Maryland nonprofit scholar-
ship began over ten years ago after TPP 
Executive Director Bonnie Green had 
a conversation with then LSM Direc-
tor Karen Holcomb. “We had a discus-
sion about the fact that the nonprofit 
community would benefit greatly from 
participation [in LSM] but there was 
no way they [nonprofit organizations] 
could come up with tuition,” Green 
said. She noted the shoestring budgets 
that often constrain nonprofits in their 
ability to provide training and growth 
opportunities for their employees. “We 
saw the value, as a nonprofit, to have the 
nonprofit community realize the benefit 
of participating in LSM,” Green added. 
TPP felt compelled to make that goal 
more attainable, and the LSM Nonprofit 
Scholarship was established.

Although the scholarship doesn’t 
cover the full tuition for LSM’s Execu-
tive Program, it was Green’s hope that it 
would open the door for nonprofits who 
could supplement the remaining tuition 
through the support of their boards or 
foundations. This has been a workable 
solution for recipients like Class of 2022 
participant William “BJ” Hall.

Well-known for his work in the com-
munity as president of the St. Mary’s 
County NAACP chapter, Hall is also 
the founder of Reach Back & Lift 1 
(RB&L 1.)  The organization’s mission 
is “to assist youth and young adults with 
professional, personal, and leadership 
skills by providing training, programs, 
and partnerships with local business 

leadership.” Hall explained that RB&L 
1 doesn’t have financial support for 
training in its budget at this point. The 
LSM nonprofit scholarship helped to 
close the gap, allowing him to join the 
Executive Program, Class of 2022. “It 
definitely played a big role in me partici-
pating,” he explained. Hall emphasized 
that the connectivity LSM provides is 
key to helping leaders communicate and 
achieve more together than they could 
have individually. “I think it’s important 
that all three counties move together as 
a unit,” he said. “We need to have con-
nections so we can be aware of how our 
decisions impact everyone.”

That’s exactly the impact TPP was 
hoping the scholarship would have. 
“Each county is looking inward more 
than outward,” Green said. “LSM forms 
new relationships and broadens commu-
nity outreach. We recognize the value 
that LSM represents to our area and the 
state.”

Green also noted that TPP’s relation-
ship with LSM is further strengthened 
through TPP employees who have 
graduated from the Executive Program. 
MaryKay Myers, LSM’10 is a lifetime 
member of the Leadership Southern 
Maryland Alumni Association and 
actively supports the organization as 
a member of the finance committee. 
Recent graduate Jen Brown, LSM’19 
serves on LSM’s programs committee 
and describes her experience through 
LSM as “life-changing.”  “When you 
are in a cohort and then an alum, you 
have this wealth of connections. That is 
a unique aspect of LSM,” Brown said.

Green agrees. Her employees’ last-
ing commitment to LSM reinforces her 
belief that LSM is an organization that 
continues to make a difference in South-
ern Maryland. “That’s why LSM mat-
ters so much,” she said. “It’s a real game 
changer in the community.”

Leadership Southern Maryland is 
thankful for community partners like 
TPP whose support is critical in en-
abling the organization to carry out its 
mission. Find out more and learn how 
you can become an LSM supporter at 
www.leadershipsomd.org.

Press Release from LSM

The Patuxent 
Partnership Sponsors 
Nonprofit Scholarship

The Patuxent Partnership Executive Director Bonnie Green & LSM nonprofit scholarship recipient BJ Hall

Lions Christmas Carung
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The St. Mary’s County Garden 
Club recently held their annual 
f lower show at the county fair fea-
turing horticulture, design, and 
education exhibits.  This year’s 
theme was From Sea to Shining 
Sea, and featured f loral interpre-
tations of nature’s beauty.  The 

show featured 40 design classes 
and 367 horticulture entries in ad-
dition to two education exhibits.

Ten judges from the Judges 
Council, Federated Garden Clubs 
of Maryland evaluated the show. 

Press Release from St. Mary’s 
County Garden Club.

Garden Club Hosts Fair 
Flower Show

Flower show chairmen Judy Moe and Beth Boni-
fant are joined by St. Mary’s County Garden Club 
president Susan Tyner at the St. Mary’s County 
Garden Club’s annual flower show at the county 
fair.  

Nell Elder won the Designer’s Choice Award 
for her floral interpretation of The California 
Redwoods class featuring a floor design.  This 
award is given to the highest scoring blue ribbon 
winner in a class using dried and fresh plant 
material.  

Genise Rondina won the Tricolor Award which is 
given to the highest scoring design using all fresh 
plant material.  Her design also won the Award 
of Design Excellence given to the highest scoring 
blue ribbon winner in the entire design division. 

Joyce Savage received the Award of Horticultural 
Excellence in the entire horticulture division with 
her cactus entry. She also received the Petite 
Design Award for the highest scoring blue rib-
bon winner in a designated section of the petite 
designs.  

Anne Ridenhour’s “Planting America” education 
exhibit took top honors showcasing the partner-
ship with the garden club in planting a courtyard 
area honoring the St. Mary’s County Health 
Department’s many years of service to our com-
munity especially during the pandemic. 

The St. Mary’s Gymnastics Acad-
emy participated in their first com-
petitive meet of the 2021-2022 sea-
son Sunday, Nov. 14, 2021. Thirty-
seven athletes from Levels 2-7 and 
Xcel Silver, Gold & Platinum teams 
represented St. Mary’s County 
at the Veterans Invitational Meet 
hosted by Win-Win Gymnastics in 
Odenton, Maryland.

Nine individual gymnasts placed 
in the top three All-Around for their 
respective Level and Division. The 
competitors finished with three 
third place, one second-place, and 
five first-place awards. St. Mary’s 
Gymnastics Academy is proud 
of the achievements of all who 
competed.

The gymnasts will be competing 
again Dec. 4-5 at the Gingerbread 
Invitational at Beach Bounders 
Gymnastics in Fruitland, Maryland.

Visit www.stmarysmd.com/rec-
reate/gymnastics or call 301-862-
1462 for information. Follow St. 
Mary’s County Recreation & Parks 
on social media @stmarysrecand-

parks and at www.facebook.com/
stmarysmdrecreation.

USAG Team Participates 
in First Competition of 
Season

Pet
OF THE WEEK
Meet tuMbles
If you feel sad, I’ll be your smile
If you cry, I’ll be your comfort
And if someone breaks your heart
We can use mine to live.
I’ll ALWAYS be by your side!
-Your Cat

Hi everybody, my name is Tumbles.  I’m the type of kitty that only wants 
to be with YOU!  Want to check out of this crazy world for a while and just 
HANG OUT and spend a QUIET DAY lounging around?  I’m definitely up 
for that!  Want to have a yummy snack? You can bet I’m always ready 
for a snack. You see, I’m so FULL OF LOVE AND POSITIVITY that I will 
always be there for YOU!  So tumble on over to your fav device and email 
animalshelter@charlescountymd.gov to schedule an appointment to meet 
me ASAP!  BE MY MIRACLE AND PLEASE CHOOSE ME!! When you 
choose to adopt from TCAS, you are literally saving a life.
 
To see more of my amazing friends 
also available for adoption, “like” us on 
Facebook @ Tri-County Animal Shelter 
Southern MD or view uson our website 
at https://www.charlescountymd.gov/
services/animal-care-control/tri-county-
animal-shelter
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Olde Towne Pub 
Celebrates New Look

OPEN WED-SAT
7:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

OPEN SUN
8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

21779 Tulagi Place 21779 Tulagi Place Lexington Park Lexington Park   
(301) 862-3544 (301) 862-3544 

Happy Thanksgiving to all my customers.
Thankful for your business. 
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Philip H. Dorsey III
Attorney at Law

-Serious Personal Injury Cases-

LEONARDTOWN: 301-475-5000
TOLL FREE: 1-800-660-3493

EMAIL: phild@dorseylaw.net

www.dorseylaw.net

• On 11/04/2021, Tpr C. Riggs re-
sponded to Walmart at 45485 Miramar 
Way, California, MD for the report of 
a theft. Investigation revealed that the 
suspect, identified as Mary Stefani 
Copsey, 32 of Bushwood, MD stole sev-
eral items from Walmart totalling un-
der $100.00. Copsey was charged on a 
Criminal Citation for Theft: Less Than 
$100.00 - Shoplifting, and released from 
the scene. 

• On 11/05/2021, Tpr J. Engleman con-
ducted a traffic stop on Prather Drive 
at Kay Drive, Lexington Park, MD. 
The odor of Marijuana was emanating 
from the vehicle when contact was made 
with the driver, identified as Krysten 
Joi Dickerson Colon, 30 of Loveville, 
MD. Marijuana was also observed in 
plain view. Tpr Engleman gave Colon 
multiple commands which she did not 
comply with. Tpr Engleman was able to 
place her under arrest and a search in-
cident to arrest revealed a civil amount 
of Marijuana and CDS Not Marijuana. 
Colon was transported to the St. Mary’s 
County Detention Center where she was 
charged with two counts of Possession of 
CDS: Not Marijuana, two counts of Pos-
session of CDS Paraphernalia, Assault 
in the Second Degree, Resisting Arrest, 
Obstructing and Hindering, Failing to 
Obey a Lawful Order, and Possession of 
Marijuana: Less than 10 Grams. 

• On 11/6/2021, Tpr N. Zack responded 
to the 21000 block of Great Mills Road 
for a reported stolen vehicle. Upon ar-
rival and making contact with the com-
plainant, it was determined that the vic-
tim’s vehicle was missing from her resi-
dence. Investigation revealed that the 
suspect, identified as Antonio Venari 
Perkins, 33 of Lexington Park, MD 
had taken the vehicle without permis-
sion. Perkins returned to the scene with 
the vehicle and was placed under arrest. 
He was transported to the St. Mary’s 
County Detention Center and charged 
with Unauthorized Removal of Motor 
Vehicle; Driving on Suspended License; 
Driving without Required License; and 
Failure to Display License on Demand. 

On 11/7/2021, Tpr K. Poland respond-
ed to a residence off of Mayfaire Lane, 
Lexington Park, MD for a reported bur-
glary. Upon arrival, the suspect Jawaan 
Montell Carroll, 36 of Mechanicsville, 
was located and arrested by the St. 
Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office. It was 
discovered that Caroll had an open ar-
rest warrant through MSP Leonardtown 
which was served without incident at the 
St. Mary’s County Detention Center. 

• On 11/8/2021, Daniel Jordan 
Moore, 23 of King George, VA re-
sponded to the Leonardtown Barrack 
in reference to an assault investigation 
that occurred in Prince George’s County 
that was handled by the Forestville Bar-
rack. Based on that investigation, Moore 
was placed under arrest. A search of his 
vehicle revealed a civil amount of mari-
juana and a S&W handgun, two maga-
zines and ammo. He was transported to 

the St. Mary’s County Detention Center 
and charged with Handgun in Vehicle 
and issued a civil citation for CDS Mari-
juana less than 10 grams. 

• On 11/9/2021, Tpr M. Koontz con-
ducted a traffic stop at Westbury Bou-
levard and Pegg Road, Lexington Park, 
MD. A probable cause search of the ve-
hicle was conducted and revealed CDS: 
Marijuana less than 10 Grams, CDS: 
Not Marijuana Adderall, and US Cur-
rency in the amount of $2,045.00. The 
suspect was identified as John Thomas 
Hess, 30 of St. Inigoes, MD. Hess was 
arrested, transported to the St. Mary’s 
County Detention Center and charged 
with CDS: Possession With Intent to 
Distribute: Narcotics, CDS: Possession 
With Intent to Distribute, CDS: Posses-
sion Not Marijuana, Prescription: Omit/
Remove Alter/Obliterate Label, and 
CDS: Civil Possession of Marijuana - 
Less than 10 Grams. 

• On 11/12/2021, Tpr C. Willhite con-
ducted a traffic stop on St. John’s Road 
at Three Notch Road, Hollywood, MD 
20636. A probable cause search of the 
vehicle was conducted and revealed 
CDS: Not Marijuana and CDS: Para-
phernalia. The suspect was identified as 
Siomarra A. Dickens Scott, 41 of Hy-
attsville, MD. Scott was arrested, trans-
ported to the St. Mary’s County De-
tention Center and charged with CDS: 
Possession - Not Marijuana and CDS: 
Possession of Paraphernalia. 

• On 11/13/2021, Tpr N. Zack conduct-
ed a traffic stop on Three Notch Road 
at Rue Purchase Road, Lexington Park, 
MD. A probable cause search of the ve-
hicle was conducted and revealed CDS: 
Marijuana. The suspects were identified 
as Robert Lee Smith, 26 of Lusby, MD, 
and Eddie Richard Jewett, 20 of Lusby, 
MD. Smith was charged on a criminal 
citation for CDS: Marijuana Greater 
Than 10 Grams, and Jewett was charged 
on a civil citation for CDS: Marijuana 
Less Than 10 Grams. Both subjects 
were released from the scene. 

• On 11/13/2021, Tpr D. Black was 
driving a marked State Police vehicle 
in the area of Three Notch Road and 
S Sandgates Road, Hollywood, MD 
when his vehicle was struck by another 
vehicle. The driver of the striking ve-
hicle fled the scene but was later identi-
fied as John Joseph Hollenback, 65 of 
Mechanicsville, MD. Hollenback was 
located a short time after the accident 
occurred and arrested by Cpl Z. Null. 
Hollenback was transported to the St. 
Mary’s County Detention Center where 
he was charged with Negligent Driving, 
Failure to Immediately Stop Vehicle at 
Scene of Accident Involving Bodily In-
jury, Failure of Driver at Crossover to 
Yield Right-of-Way to Vehicle on High-
way, Failure to Control Vehicle Speed on 
Highway to Avoid Collision, Failure of 
Driver in Accident to Furnish Required 
ID and License, and Failure of Vehicle 
to Yield at Intersection Right-of-Way to 
Another Vehicle. 

MARYLAND STATE POLICE BLOTTER Sell it  - Buy it  
at 

Tri County Livestock Auction
1st & 3rd Wednesdays of the Month – Auction begins at 4 PM

Located Off MD Rt. 6 West – Charlotte Hall, MD 
(closest physical address is 9033 Glock Place – Look for auction sign at entrance)

www.FarrellAuctionService.com

301.904.3402

Live Evergreen Wreaths, Centerpieces & Decorations; 
Poinsettias; New Handcrafted Quilts; New Indoor/Outdoor 

Furniture/Crafts; Misc. Items/Toys and More
AUCTION PREVIEW & EARLY BIDDER REGISTRATION 

FRIDAY, DEC. 3rd from 3 – 7 pm
Food & Refreshments provided by Bailey’s (Bill & Kim).

Also featuring McKay’s Stuffed Ham Sandwiches and Missy’s “Fry Pies”.

SATURDAY, DEC. 4th, 9 am 
Westfield Farm Arena

26689 Laurel Grove Rd. 
Mechanicsville, MD

(across from Apple Basket Country Store)



Thursday, November 18, 2021 15The County Times Feature

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

Christine Wray came to what 
was once called St. Mary’s Hos-
pital — now known as MedStar 
St. Mary’s — in 1992 as it's new 
president and found a health care 
facility that needed significant 
improvement.

By 1998 the hospital had earned 
a near perfect score from the state 
agency that graded hospitals on 
their performance, from patient 
care to how the business aspects 
of the hospital were administered 
under her leadership as president 
and CEO.

It was the culmination of a great 
deal of hard work and changing 
the culture at the relatively small 
country hospital to what it has be-
come today as a piece of a much 
larger health care conglomerate 
growing its capabilities year over 
year.

“Very few had scored so beau-
tifully,” Wray said of the 1998 
achievement. “A hospital is like a 
city and it’s all focused on how we 
deliver care.”

But after nearly 30 years at St. 
Mary’s, and more than 40 years 
in the health care administration 
field, Wray is ready to retire.

Her last day at MedStar St. 
Mary’s is Jan. 28 of next year.

She has sacrificed much for her 
career and now wants to spend 
time with her family.

Her husband has been diagnosed 
with a serious medical condi-
tion, she told The County Times, 
and now is the time to look to his 
recovery.

“I didn’t want to waste time not 
being with him,” Wray said.

She also has an 18-month-old 
granddaughter upon whom she 
wishes to dote, proudly displaying 
her baby picture during an on-line 
virtual interview session.

“We love travelling,” she said of 
her intentions to enjoy retirement 
with her husband. “We want to see 
place like Italy and Greece.”

Wray is confident that she will 
leave the hospital in good hands 
when she retires and that she has 
left it in a much better condition 
than when she first arrived.

Under her leadership the hospital 
has undergone several expansions 
to include new buildings for pa-
tient care and treatment as well as 
many technological upgrades that 
brought the hospital into the 21st 
century.

The merger with MedStar has 
taken the local hospital and given it 
access to resources and assistance 
far beyond its former capabilities.

“What I’m most proud of is 
working with all of our associates 
and our culture to always be im-

proving,” Wray said. “So, there’s 
nothing we can’t tackle.”

There have been plenty of chal-
lenges along the way, she said.

“There were very lean years,” 
Wray said. “There are cycles of 
nursing and staff shortages/

“We were already heading into 
one when COVID-19 hit.”

There have been other shortages, 
too — critical ones.

“There was a time when we 
only had one pharmacist,” Wray 
said. “And I can remember a time 
when we almost didn’t have any 
radiologist.”

Wray wanted to ensure that the 
hospital had a lifeline to shore 
up its employee base so it could 
quickly recruit and retain health 
care staff; they looked to local in-
stitutions such as the College of 
Southern Maryland and the public 
school system’s technology and ca-
reer center for help.

“We made sure we developed our 
workforce pipeline,” Wray said.

This included encouraging junior 
volunteers from local high school 
and even providing part time jobs 
to high school students who had 
shown an interest in health care as 
a career field.

“We’ve had tremendous success 
partnering with our community,” 
Wray said.

A few years after she came to 
the hospital the community of St. 
Mary’s was set to grow almost ex-
ponentially when the U.S. Navy 
was consolidating bases to merge 
with the activities at Patuxent Riv-
er Naval Air Station.

She was quickly brought into the 
Southern Maryland Navy Alliance 
to help be a liaison between St. 
Mary’s and communities such as 
Trenton, New Jersey and Warmin-
ster, Pennsylvania.

“I had the job of convincing 
these people and saying ‘Look at 
what we can offer you here and we 
can take care of you, too,” Wray 
said. “And by the way we want to 
employ your spouses.”

Employing the spouses of ac-
tive-duty military personnel and 
defense contractors has been one 
of the best personnel moves the 
hospital has done, said Wray.

The hospital has also been at the 
cutting edge of other improvements 
in health care administration.

In 2008, the hospital went live 
with fully operational digital med-
ical records of its patients, which 
creates efficiencies in care but 
also increases safety for patients 
as any physician can access their 
full records and see their treatment 
histories.

“Only 1.6 percent of hospitals 
in the country could do that at the 
time,” Wray said. “It’s a reason 

MedStar was interested in us.”
She said the merger was a practi-

cal necessity.
“After a period of rapid growth 

in the area, our hospital leadership 
knew we needed to continue to 
meet the needs of our community,” 
Wray said. “Attracting high qual-
ity physicians was challenging, 
and access to purchasing power 
and finances were becoming more 
critical as we faced the recession, 
so together with our Board of Di-
rectors, we focused on the future 
and how best to ensure we could 
recruit top talent and secure ad-
vanced technology here for de-
cades to come.

“Being part of MedStar Health 
has allowed us to expand our ser-
vices; acquire new equipment; re-
cruit and retain quality physicians; 
remain financially strong during 
turbulent economic times; and plan 
for the future. MedStar gave us ac-
cess to critical resources through-
out the pandemic so that we could 
take care of our community and 
also our hardworking, dedicated 
employees.

The hospital enjoys much com-
munity support in its fundraising 
efforts, so much so that is bringing 
in the latest advanced robotic sur-
gical systems to augment its capa-
bilities — it’s called the Da Vinci 
robot.

It’s an eight-armed surgical robot 
controlled by the surgeon and is so 

capable of the most precise and 
delicate maneuvers it is famous for 
performing surgery on a grape.

The new technology the hospi-
tal is investing in is improving the 
care for patients, Wray said, but it 
also helps recruiting more physi-
cians to St. Mary’s, which has long 
been desirous of more doctors and 
specialists.

The key is to get the best and 
brightest to come here, she said.

“We’re doing that right now,” 
Wray said. “It’s because of the 
technology we’re using.”

The coming of the COVID-19 
pandemic has put the hospital and 
its staff under immense pressure 
but Wray said she believed they 
have continued to weather the cri-
ses with alacrity.

“It’s a very difficult job for the 
staff, especially the last two years,” 
Wray said. “Being part of a larger 
system, that absolutely saved us.

“They’re an extraordinary group 
of people.”

Dr. Mimi Navello, vice president 
of Medical Affairs at MedStar’s 
Franklin Square hospital will be 
taking Wray’s place, Wray said.

Aside from being a skilled ad-
ministrator, Novello is also an 
emergency physician.

“I’m very optimistic about the 
future of our hospital and our sys-
tem,” Wray said. “The team here is 
the best.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Wray Leaving MedStar St. Mary’s
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Unique
Shops
Unique
Shops

of Southern 
Maryland

FARMER’S MARKET
SATURDAY  12PM - 5PM

VEGETABLES • MEAT • CHEESE • BAKED GOODS • & MORE

OVER 35 INDOOR STORES, SHOPS, & SERVICES
“BRUDERGARTEN”  

INDOOR/OUTDOOR BEER GARDEN

“BOTANIC” COFFEE SHOP & DELI

WWW.SHEPHERDSOLDFIELD.COM
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK @SHEPERD’S OLD FIELD MARKET

28054 Indian Bridge Rd. | California, MD
HerringCreekFurniture.com | 301-994-1510

 A Very Unique Store 
Where Nothing 

is Ordinary!

Exclusive Home of 
Furniture Art by Rob Seltzer

- featuring the work of dozeens 
of talented local artists! 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Nov. 21st / 11AM - 3PM
Book Signing withChesapeake 
Bay Photographer Jay Fleming

December 4th / 10AM - 6PM
Annual Christmas

OPEN HOUSE
Enjoy this special holiday event 

featuring a rare exhibition of the 
antique sawmill in action. Food Trucks, 

Artist Meet & Greet and More! 

 self service dog wash and wellness spa 

Schedule an appointment
for a full service grooming
today!
BOOK NOW 240-309-4099

leonardtown@earthwisepet.com
40845 Merchants Lane Unit 100 

Leonardtown MD,20650

 Monday- Thursday: 9am-6pm
Friday: 9am-7pm

Saturday-Sunday 10am-6pm 

Next to McKay's in Leonardtown!

Online booking - Earthwise Pet Leonardtown (moego.pet)

NOW OPEN!
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SHOP LOCAL!
UNIQUE GIFTS MADE BY 

LOCAL WOMEN
ALL HAND MADE!

WED 10-4, THURS 10-4, 
FRI 10-5, SAT 10-5

Open 
Thursday - Sunday 

10:00am - 5:00pm 
Antiques, Vintage, 

Unique Finds

SHOP LOCAL

THIS HOLIDAY 

SEASON

24435 Mervell Dean Road • Hollywood, MD

240-434-5255 

Annual Christmas           Open House 

www.AppleBasketStore.com 

Saturday & Sunday 
November 20th & 21st

10AM - 6PM Both Days
       Start your holiday season off right        

  with a visit to Southern Maryland’s 
Most Delightful Place to Shop! 

 You Are 
    Invited!   

Vera Bradley  f SimplySouthern
Designer & Estate Jewelry 

Lilly Pulitzer   f Hobo Fine Leather
Soy Candles  f Local Wines

Home Decor f  Maryland Items   
            Christmas Decor & more!

27056 Mt Zion Church Rd 
Mechanicsville, MD | 301-884-8118Open 7 Days a Week

Open 7 Days a Week
Mo n-Fr i  10-7

Sat 10-5 Su n 12-5
25760 Co lt o n Po i n t rd. Mo r g a n z a,  Md
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Soup Bar MenuSoup Bar Menu

$3.50 $6.50 $9.50
8 oz Cup 16 oz Cup 24 oz Cup

A creamy flavorful farmhouse chowder loaded with fresh corn right 
off the cob, smoked turkey and sweet potatoes

A light, bright Mediterranean-inspired soup seasoned 
with herbs, garlic, and pepper.

Sweet and creamy, this tomato soup is loaded with chicken, 
orzo, basil, and a hint of paprika and cayenne peppers.

Vegetarian soup with tender kale & succulent sweet potatoes simmered in a 
light tomato broth, with a touch of cream. A yummy way to ward off the fall chill.

Lean ground turkey, pinto beans, and spices make up this satisfying version of 
a classic dish. A little bit of sweet and a little bit of heat makes this a perfect 

balance of chili goodness.

A smooth soup blended with buttery Yukon Gold potatoes, Gruyere, 
Monterey Jack, extra sharp white & sharp yellow cheddar cheeses

Our version of an American classic, a complex chili made with ground 
beef, fresh chilies and beans, then finished with just a touch of dark beer.

Smoked Turkey Corn Chowder

Cream of Tomato w/Chicken/Orzo

Turkey Chili

Texas Beef Chili

Lemon Chicken Spinach & Orzo

Kale And Sweet Potato Chowder

Yukon Gold Potato & Four Cheeses

A simple soup loaded with chicken, carrots, celery, and egg noodles in 
our famous stock made from scratch.

The flavorful combination of clams, pancetta, and potatoes 
with the special H&H touch of parsley and scallions.

This hearty, tomato based soup is loaded with fresh 
Vegetables and herbs and seasoned with garlic and basil.

This velvety smooth pumpkin soup has hints of Tahitian vanilla bean 
and cinnamon. Slowly simmered and combined with heavy cream, it is 

pumpkin pie come to life.

Maine lobsters simmered in lobster stock with onions, potatoes, 
garlic, Spanish paprika and sweetened with a touch of Sherry

 Wholesome combination of the finest imported Italian 
cannelloni beans, spinach and vegetables.

A soup version of this classic American dish; loaded with 
carrots, potatoes, green peas, chicken, and herbs.

Classic Chicken Noodle

New England Clam Chowder

Ten Vegetable Soup

Autumn Pumpkin Bisque

Chicken Pot Pie

Lobster Bisque

Tuscan White Bean/Spinach

We start each soup with fresh, natural, produce 
that we cut the day it's cooked. We believe in making 
soup that's not only delicious, but creates a moment of 

comfort in the day—it's to be savored.

McKay’s Locations
37670 MOHAWK DRIVE

CHARLOTTE HALL • MD 20622
(301) 884-5636

40845 MERCHANTS LANE
LEONARDTOWN • MD 20650

(301) 997-1828

23860 HOLLYWOOD ROAD
HOLLYWOOD • MD 20636

(301) 475-2343
 

22599 MACARTHUR BLVD
CALIFORNIA, MD 20619

(240) 237-8266

McKay’s Salad Bars  

Now 
Open 
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St. Mary's Veterans Day Parade
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And as Bob Seger sings so beauti-
fully in his song Like a Rock, “Twenty 
years now where’d they go? Twenty 
years I don’t know. I sit and I wonder 
sometimes where they’ve gone”. That 
is the way I feel today on Robert’s and 
my twentieth wedding anniversary. 
Robert is my rock, just like in the song; 
he has an unwavering sense of integ-
rity, bravery, now as well as when he 
was a Federal Firefighter, and honesty, 
sometimes more honesty than my 
mind (and body) can take. It seems at 
times like so much has happened in 
that amount of time with the passing of 
so many loved ones and friends, health 
issues for both of us, energy levels not 
what they were, and of course changes 
in our world from 2001 on.

Then I think that in the scheme of 
things, 20 years isn’t really that long, 
just a blip in time, much like the blip 
that our entire lives spent on this earth 
really are. We both already had two 
nearly grown to fully grown adult chil-
dren each. Not long after, we started 
being blessed with grandchildren who 
are their own special blessing. 

I still look up to the left corner of my 
desk often, and especially on our anni-
versaries, to another set of lyrics which 
I treasure. I printed the Don Henley 
quote from his song For My Wedding 
onto the rose and lace print stationary I 
used for our wedding invitations. And 
of course, that was our wedding song. 
I know I have written the quote in my 
column before, but it still means so 
much to me: “To want what we have, 
to take what we’re given with grace. 
These things I pray”. The lyrics are 
so true, we really don’t “need” all that 
much in life. I want to focus on what I 
have with my husband and family, ac-
cept all that is given and want no more.

I remember playing the For My 
Wedding song quite a number of years 
ago here on my computer, and vividly 
recall Robert walking into the office, 
taking me in his arms to slow dance 
in this tiny room. You don’t have to 
be in a wedding ballroom to get that 
same feeling of intense love and hap-
piness as on your wedding day. Rob-
ert’s daughter Michelle and I worked 
together before she introduced me to 
her dad, she kept telling us that we had 
so much in common because we both 
loved music and knew the words to 
every song from the 70s and probably 
from the 50’s through the 80s. And 
Michelle was right, music has woven 
itself through our marriage like a beau-
tiful golden thread.

Since we are both over that “60” 
threshold, we tend to have middle of 
the night potty pitstops at about the 

same time. We must truly be in tune 
with each other in every way…well, 
sometimes our personalities can be oil 
and water for quite a bit of the time, it 
might be boring for us if not. So, this 
morning, the pitstop fell around 4 am 
(we must be still getting used to “fall-
ing back”). I was up like usual sitting 
on the couch, couldn’t get back to 
sleep, not even old re-runs of Mork and 
Mindy and “Nanu Nanu” could help. I 
could hear Robert downstairs putting 
wood in the woodstove and stoking it 
over and over (he does like to keep it 
blazing hot). It seemed that he was tak-
ing an awfully long time to come back 
upstairs, when I realized, “Oh, it’s 
our anniversary, he is hoping I will go 
back to the bedroom so he can bring 
up an anniversary card and probably 
flowers or gift to place on the kitchen 
counter. And I was waiting for him to 
come back upstairs and go back to bed 
so I could place his card and gift bag 
on the kitchen counter. 

Finally, after he had stoked that fire 
for all it was worth, I heard him come 
up the stairs with his side to me in hid-
ing pose. We were both fully awake 
by then and I went into the kitchen for 
more water and saw a dozen lovely 
cream roses and a card. What a beau-
tiful sight at 4ish in the morning. I 
brought out his gift and card too and 
we opened cards, and then we just 
laughed and gave Mindy some play-
time and lovin’ too. It was a nice way 
to start our anniversary day.

I think a nice ending for our an-
niversary night would be to sit by that 
blazing, fully stoked woodstove with 
the next stanza of lyrics from Bob 
Seger’s Like a Rock running through 
my head and playing for us in the 
background… “And sometimes late 
at night, when I’m bathed in the fire-
light, the moon comes callin’ a ghostly 
white, I recall, I recall”… how wonder-
ful it was the night Robert asked me to 
be his wife.

To each new year’s adventures with 
my love, Shelby

Please send your comments or ideas 
to: shelbys.wanderings@yahoo.com or 
find me on Facebook.

LIKE A ROCK

Contributing Writers

By Ken Lamb
Contributing Writer

Trollers and jiggers are find-
ing rockfish in the Potomac and 
Patuxent.  

The fish are breaking on the 
Chinese Muds daily in the mouth 
of the Patuxent.  The thrash of 
feeding fish chasing the bait to the 
surface is drawing f locks of gulls.  
Boaters using light tackle find 
the working birds and drop thier 
jigs on the bottom seeking keeper 
sized rockfish 18 inches or better.

The smaller fish are on the 
top.  Trollers are bouncing thier 
lures on the bottom and circle the 
breaking fish.  Catches of 26 to 32 
inch stripers are the reward in the 
5 to 7 pound range.

The same pattern extends up the 
Patuxent with plenty of rockfish 
feeding on small alewives that are 
very plentiful.    Those not chas-
ing birds are trolling up fine rock-
fish on the edges of the oyster bars 
and dropoffs in both the Patuxent 
and Potomac.  

The bay shipping channel has 
rockfish breaking and trollers 
catching plenty from the PR to 
the HI buoys and both north and 
south of those markers.  Reliable 
locations for schools of rock in-
clude the artificial reefs below 

St. Jeromes Creek and the Middle 
Grounds.  The Triangle area from 
Point Lookout to Smith Point out 
to buoy 60 has schools of hungry 
rockfish

There are active schools of 
rockfish in the Potomac from the 
mouth to the 

 bridge.  Catches are very good.  
From Piney Point north there are 
hungry catfish of comsiderable 
size taking trolled lures aimed at 
stripers.

Catfishing is very good in both 
the Potomac and Patuxent.  Both 
shore fishermen and boaters find 
catfish hitting cut alewife and 
mud shad.  Some shore fishermen 
in the mouth of the Patuxent have 
found both rockfish and catfish 
taking cut bait at night.  The cat-
fish are 7 to 10 pounds with one 
40 pounder surprising the surf-
casters.  We had no idea these big 
cats were cruising around after 
dark this close to the open bay, but 
we saw the photos along with the 
28 inch rockfish.

Crappie are biting now in St. 
Mary’s Lake with catches of 20 
or more caught in a single outing 
being common.  The crappie will 
take crappie jigs and live minnows 
readily.  Bass and pickeral are also 
eager to take lures in the lake.

Tackle Box Fishing Report

Eric Packard with crappie from St. Mary's Lake.
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Article was contributed by David McDonough
Financial Advisor at Edward Jones. 

Office located at 41680 Miss Bessie Dr Suite 302
Leonardtown MD, 20650

301 997 1707

FINANCIAL FOCUS
Work with Life 

Partner to Achieve 
Mutual Goals

When you and your life part-
ner work together to achieve 
your important long-term 
goals, such as a comfortable 
retirement lifestyle, the experi-
ence can be greatly rewarding. 
However, your success will 
require commitment and dis-
cipline. So, what steps should 
you take along the way?

One key move is to decide 
early in your relationship how 
you will handle money. Many 
couples merge their finances 
and make joint decisions on 
major purchases. But some cou-
ples like to keep at least part 
of their finances distinct, per-
haps by maintaining separate 
checking or savings accounts. 
There’s really no one correct 
solution for everyone, but what-
ever you decide, you’ll want to 
be assured that all the bills will 
be paid and that neither one of 
you feels the pressure of an un-
fair financial burden.

Here’s another suggestion: 
Try to avoid keeping financial 
secrets from your partner. That 
means disclosing your debts, 
hidden funds or uncommon in-
vestments. These types of sur-
prises can lead to difficulties 
and mistrust. Even if you’re en-
tering the relationship carrying 
something like a heavy student 
loan, it’s best to get it out in the 
open right away so, together, 
you can strive to gradually 
eliminate it.  

Of course, there’s also a 
practical side to not keeping 
secrets. Your large student loan 
could affect your credit rating 
– an issue that may arise when 
you and your partner are seek-
ing a mortgage or some other 
type of loan. Clearly, you both 
should be aware of this poten-
tial stumbling block before you 
begin the application process.

Now, let’s consider your in-
vestments. You each may have 
your own IRA and 401(k) or 
similar employer-sponsored 
retirement plan, but you might 
also share a joint investment 
account. However, you might 
not share the same risk toler-
ance – perhaps one of you tends 
to be more aggressive, willing 
to take more risks in exchange 
for potentially higher returns, 
while the other is more conser-
vative, preferring to keep down 
the risk level of a portfolio, 
even if it means lesser capacity 
for growth. 

Again, neither you nor your 
partner is necessarily “right” or 
“wrong” in your views on in-
vesting – and nobody’s feelings 
about risk should be ignored. 
But once you’ve clearly identi-
fied your retirement goals and 
estimated their cost, you may 
find that compromise is pos-
sible. In other words, perhaps 
the conservative partner will 
realize that a too-cautious ap-
proach could hinder progress 
toward the desired retirement 
goal, while the partner who 
focuses on maximum growth 
will learn that a somewhat less 
aggressive approach can still 
yield the desired results. This 
type of compromise may af-
fect the investment choices 
you make in your individual 
accounts as well as your joint 
accounts. And the way you 
choose your investments may 
even change over time, espe-
cially if your financial goals 
evolve. 

Ultimately, communication is 
the key. As long as you’re talk-
ing to each other and openly 
expressing your wishes and 
concerns, you and your partner 
can find a way to keep moving 
toward your mutual goals.   

History and Stories of St Mary’s County from long-ago to just yesterday 

The Way We Were. . .

The denizens of St Mary’s 
County are fond – very fond – 
of history. This fondness takes 
many forms ranging from the 
very popular Facebook group, 
You Know You’re From St 
Mary’s County If. . . to learned 
tomes on all manner of things. If 
you count yourself among those 
who treasure and like to explore 
the county’s past (and, as you’re 
reading this column, it’s a fair 
bet that you do), herewith is a 
compilation of good books for 
you to put on your Christmas 
list or give to others.

Regina Combs Hammett’s 
"History of St Mary’s County" 
This is the vade mecum of the 
county’s history. Written in 
1976, Hammett traces the story 
of the County from the arrival of 
the Ark & Dove to the growth of 
the Patuxent Naval Air Station. 
There is no stone left unturned 
or corner left unexplored.

Of course, the county’s his-
tory is closely tied to the Jesuit 
priests who arrived with the 
Ark. Edwin Beitzell’s Jesuit 
Missions of St. Mary's County, 
Maryland tells the stories of 
these men and their activities 
from 1634 to the mid-1970s. It 
isn’t only about the missions 
they founded; it is about people 
and their times, rich in anec-
dotes and texture.

If you think St Mary’s Coun-
ty history lies only within the 
boundaries of the Potomac and 
Patuxent Rivers and Charles 
County to the north, you’re 

wrong. Michael Breidenbach, 
who spoke recently at an Histor-
ically Speaking event, show in 
detail how the county’s found-
ing inf luenced the US Constitu-
tion. Our Dear-Bought Liberty: 
Catholics and Religious Tol-
eration in Early America offers 
ground-breaking insights about 
the physical, legal, and religious 

journey of Maryland Catholics 
and how they emphasized their 
church’s own traditions—rather 
than Enlightenment liberal-
ism—to secure religious lib-
erty. Breidenbach’s research en-
courages us to revise our sense 
of who the American founders 
were.

Of course, history isn’t all 
about people and activities. It is 
also about food and two books 
bring St Mary’s County food to 
the table.

 Oyster Recipes from St 
Mary’s County compiled by 
Ann Loker, contains nineteen 
years of award-winning recipes 
from the National Oyster Festi-
val Cookoff.  If your taste goes 
beyond oysters, then Treasured 
Recipes of Old St. Mary's a re-
print of the original that was 
compiled in 1949 by the St. 
Mary's Academy Alumni Asso-
ciation is for you. In fact, it is 
probably the most sought-after 
book available from the Histori-
cal Society.

We will have more books for 
you in the next column. And if 
you’d like to include a nice note 
with your gift,  consider one of 
twelve note cards of six historic 
St Mary’s County buildings – 
including Tudor Hall, of course!

All the books mentioned here 
are available from the St Mary’s 
County Historical Society, in-
person or at www.stmaryshis-
tory.org

If you would like to learn more 
about the people, places, and 
events that shaped St Mary’s 
County, please visit our website 
– www.stmaryshistory.org

Reading St Mary’s
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By Dave Spigler
Contributing Writer

For those of us “diehard fans” growing 
up in the Washington, DC area with the 
Washington Redskins during the past sev-
eral decades, we once more are saddened 
to learn of the passing of another great hero 
who played a large part in the creating of 
our “glory years!”  Robert Lee Huff, better 
known to all as “Sam,” just passed away 
at 87 years of age in nearby Winchester, 
Virginia. A beloved gentle giant of a man 
known for his ferocious ability as a middle 
linebacker, he is credited with establish-
ing this position as the necessary cog for 
a great defensive unit. Sam was the model 
for later greats such as Dick Butkus and 
our own Chris Hanburger, He played with 
a fierce abandon unlike any other in his 
day. 

Sam was drafted by the New York Gi-
ants upon graduating from the University 
of West Virginia in 1956 and played under 
defensive coach Tom Landry’s 4-3 defense 
scheme. He immediately made his pres-
ence known on the field and was selected 
to 4 Pro Bowls as a Giant and a Redskin. 
He played his last 3 years with Washington 
under the legendary Vince Lombardi and 
was named the NFL’s top linebacker in 
1959! Following an iconic career 13-year 
Hall of Fame career, he came back to coach 
the Redskin linebackers for a year before 
getting into broadcasting as an analyst with 
the Giants.

Born in 1934 into a poor coal mining 
family in West Virginia, he was the first 
in his family to go to college winning a 
football scholarship to WVU. When asked 
how he got the name “Sam” since he was 
named Robert, he was never able to ex-
plain how it came about as he always re-
sponded, “I really don’t know!”  It remains 
a mystery today.

I must confess as a young Redskin fan 
in the 50’s, I did not care for Sam or any 
of those Giants such as Y A Tittle, Fran 
Tarkenton, Allie Sherman, Frank Gifford, 
etc. but once he put on the “burgundy and 
gold” with the dark red helmet with the 
feather up the back, I grew to really like 
him along with another guy we picked 
up from the Philadelphia Eagles, the “red 
head,” quarterback Sonny Jurgensen.  Lit-
tle did we know what a great combination 
they would become in later years! The two 

of them became a part of great team doing 
the color commentary along with my good 
friend Frank Herzog who did the play by 
play for every Redskin game radio broad-
cast over 30 years! During their time, there 
was no better trio of sports broadcasters of 
any sport at any level than “Sonny, Sam, 
and Frank!” They were so good at playing 
off one another and providing truly inter-
esting stories. I, like many of my friends, 
would turn off the volume on my TV set 
and listen to the three of them banter over 
the radio. They were fun and entertain-
ing and informative and would often take 
a dull game and make it seem exciting! 
Who will ever forget Frank Herzog bellow 
“Touchdown Washington Redskins!” after 
Riggo would run into the endzone after 
breaking through a hole opened by our 
“Hogs!” Geez those were the days and how 
I miss them!

Of the great experiences I gained during 
my 25 years as a Redskin Hogette, the best 
takeaways I have are the longtime friend-
ships I have with many of the players and 
staff. Frank Herzog and I have become 
great friends over the years and commu-
nicate with one another on a regular basis. 
Frank played in many of my “Spiggy and 
Friends” Children’s Hospital Golf Tourna-
ments. He often served as Master of Cer-
emonies at our Benefits as well as a few of 
my birthday parties. He was a big support-
er of the Hogettes during our “hay day.”

I once asked Frank why he never used 
the name of the player that scored the 
touchdown? He said “Spiggy, it took all 11 
players on the field to move the ball down 
to the endzone and it was always a “team” 
effort so I wanted to recognize that fact.” 

Wow, what an eye opener!  I miss his voice 
when listening to a game these days! I am 
sure there are many reading this who feel 
as I do. 

Upon reading of Sam Huff’s passing a 
few days ago, the first thing I thought of 
was to ask Frank to reflect on his longtime 
partnership with Sam. I wasn’t sure if 
he had the time nor the desire to put his 
thoughts to writing as I was sure he was re-
ceiving a flurry of requests from the news 
media for his thoughts. I mean who better 
to ask for glimpses into Sam’s character 
and make up than the guy who sat next 
to him all those years and delivered the 
games into our homes and our car radios. 
But, within 24 hours I received Frank’s 
note below that I am privileged and proud 
to share with our readers:

“If you want to see a story about the 
American Dream, about raising yourself 
up by the bootstraps and finding success 
then Sam Huff’s story is all you need to 
see. He grew up at #9 West Virginia, a 
coal mine camp. Vowing to get out of that 
life, he excelled on the football field, got 
a scholarship at West Virginia University 
and was drafted by the New York Giants 
as an offensive lineman. It wasn’t working, 
but a coach named Tom Landry was im-
pressed with Sam’s attitude and suggested 
he try a new position in the other side of 
the line. He became the middle linebacker 

in a 4-3 defense that absolutely dominated 
professional football. The rest is history. 
NFL titles, Pro Bowls, the cover of Time 
Magazine, star of a CBS documentary and, 
finally the High School, College, and NFL 
Hall of Fame – one of only ten men ever to 
achieve that honor.

Once retired from football he went to 
the Marriotts with an idea: why not offer 
room packages in their hotels for NFL 
teams while they travelled? Sam not only 
convinced them the idea would work but 
put it in place as a corporate vice president, 
eventually expanding the idea to other 
sports leagues.

Sam fell in love with Middleburg, Vir-
ginia, a place for “country gentlemen” 
and a place to breed thoroughbred horses. 
With partner Carol Holden he purchased a 
farm built a broadcast center in town and 
gave birth to the West Virginia Breeder’s 
Classic.

Oh, one other thing. He became part of 
the Washington Football Network broad-
cast team and helped call games for 30 
years – a stretch that includes five Super 
Bowls appearances and three NFL titles.

Sam Huff was human, he had some 
faults, but he overcame a divorce and a lot 
of life’s hardships to create a story we all 
can admire.  Sadly, the story has come to 
an end.

Frank Herzog November 15, 2021

www.somd.comYour Online Community for Charles, 
Calvert, and St. Mary’s Counties

Stop by & see what Southern Maryland 
Online has to offer! Stay abreast of 

community happenings, speak your 
mind, & make new friends in the forums, 

or buy & sell in the most popular 
classified market in the area.

Reminisces of Legendary Hall of Famer Sam Huff:
Spiggy’s Special Memories with a Personal Note from Frank Herzog
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Visit Hearth and Home at His-
toric St. Mary’s City (HSMC) on 
November 26 and 27 from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., where you and your 
family can explore the skills that 
allowed people over three hundred 
years ago to weather the cold and 
survive.

The annual event this year cen-
ters around chickens and their 
contribution to culinary appetites. 

Guests of HSMC can walk 
through the outdoor exhibits to 
take part in many activities and 
learn about the different cultures 
that inhabited the area.  At the 
Woodland Indian Hamlet, sea-
sonal tasks include preparing food 
for winter storage and processing 
deer parts for tools and clothing.  
Those visiting the Tobacco Plan-
tation can help prepare a mid-
day meal over an open hearth or 
hear how the English diet changed 
upon arrival in what was to be 
called Maryland.

In Town Center, learn how 
an “ordinary” dinner is made 
while discovering the businesses 
“around town.”

Down at Maryland Dove, watch 

galley cooking of “ships fare,” 
and discover what foods were im-
ported to this area in the 1600s.  

Guests are encouraged to lend a 
hand and stir a pot or two and will 
be able to take home a free recipe 
booklet to re-create foods enjoyed 
centuries ago.

Hearth and Home in Early Mary-
land will take place at Historic St. 
Mary’s City on Friday, November 
29 and Saturday, November 30, 
2019.  Admission is $10 for adults, 
$9 seniors, $6 students, and free 
for those 5 years and under and 
HSMC Friends members.  Guests 
contributing a non-perishable 
food item will receive a $1 dis-
count off admission benefiting 
Southern Maryland Food Bank.  

Historic St. Mary’s City is a 
museum of living history and ar-
chaeology dedicated to telling the 
diverse stories of early Tidewater 
Maryland.  For more information 
about the museum contact the Vis-
itor Center at 240-895-4990, 800-
SMC-1634, or info@stmaryscity.
org.

Press Release from HSMC.

Hearth and Home in Early Maryland will take place at Historic St. Mary’s City on Friday, November 26 
and Saturday, November 27, 2021.  Guests are invited to take part in activities and learn about the dif-
ferent cultures that inhabited the area.  Those contributing a non-perishable food item will receive a $1 
discount off admission benefiting the Southern Maryland Food Bank.  

Hearth and Home 
Returns to St. Mary’s City

St. Mary’s College of MD Mu-
sician-in-Residence Brian Ganz 
will continue his popular noon 
PianoTalk series live and in per-
son on Monday, November 22.  He 
will present an episode of “Musi-
cal Gardening,” in which he plays 
early works of Romantic compos-
er Fryderyk Chopin and follows 
them with more mature works in 
the same genre, demonstrating the 
composer’s growth process. This 
episode will feature polonaises, 
beginning with the virtually un-
known Polonaise in D minor, Op. 
71, No. 1 and culminating in the 
great “Heroic” Polonaise in A-
f lat major, Op. 53. The PianoTalk, 
which will take place in the Au-
erbach Auditorium of St. Mary’s 
Hall on the college campus, is free 
and open to all who are fully vac-
cinated for COVID-19. For more 
information about the concert 
call (240) 895-4498 or visit http://
bit.ly/2YCPDKS. 

Off-campus visitors must be 
able to present proof of vaccina-
tion upon request by College of-
ficials when attending indoor 
events. If campus visitors are not 
vaccinated or cannot show proof 
of vaccination, they must present 
proof of a negative COVID-19 test 
taken within 72 hours of arrival to 
campus. Face coverings must be 
always worn indoors. 

“I’m very excited to be able to 
share unknown works of Chopin,” 
pianist Ganz said recently. “Cho-
pin is probably the most beloved 
composer of piano music who ever 
lived, and yet there are works of 
his that even Chopin lovers do not 
know at all. His Polonaise in D mi-
nor, Op. 71, No. 1 is such a work. 
I’ll talk about its charms, play it, 
and then explore his transforma-
tion into the genius who composed 
the blockbusters like the A major 
Polonaise, Op. 40, No. 1 and the 
great ‘Heroic.’ Then I’ll play those 
perennial favorites too.”

Ganz has appeared as solo-
ist with such orchestras as the 
St. Petersburg Philharmonic, the 
National Philharmonic, the Bal-
timore and the National Sympho-
nies, the City of London Sinfonia, 
and L’Orchestre Philharmonique 
de Monte Carlo. He has performed 
in many of the world’s major con-
cert halls and has played under the 
baton of such conductors as Leon-
ard Slatkin, Mstislav Rostropo-
vich, Pinchas Zukerman, Jerzy 
Semkow and Yoel Levi.  A critic 
for La Libre Belgique wrote of 
Ganz’s work: “We don’t have the 
words to speak of this fabulous 
musician who lives music with a 
generous urgency and brings his 
public into a state of intense joy.” 

Submitted Story 

Pianist Brian Ganz 
Continues Noon 
Concert Series
Features an Episode of Musical Gardening 

Pianist Brian Ganz will continue his popular noon concert series on November 22 in St. Mary’s Hall at St. 
Mary’s College of MD. 
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Loffler Senior Activity Center 301-475-4200, ext. 71658 
Garvey Senior Activity Center, 301-475-4200, ext. 71050 

 Northern Senior Activity Center, 301-475-4002, ext. 73101

St. Mary’s Department of Aging & Human Services
Programs and Activities

Visit www.stmarysmd.com/aging for the most up-to date information 

Luncheon with Suzette
Prichette 
Come join us to hear special 

guest vocalist Suzette Pritchett 
perform at the Garvey Senior Ac-
tivity Center on Friday, Novem-
ber 19. Seating begins at 11:30 
a.m., lunch is served at noon 
and the performance begins at 
12:30 p.m. Suzette has been sing-
ing professionally for 30 years 
and has a beautiful sultry voice. 
Space is limited. Lunch donation 
requested for those ages 60 and 
above and $6 for those ages 50-
59. Entertainment is sponsored 
by the Garvey Senior Activity 
Center Council, Inc. To make res-
ervations, call 301-475-4200, ext. 
1075. 

Diamond Dots 
Diamond art is like a combina-

tion of cross-stitch and paint-by-
numbers. Simply follow the pat-
tern on the canvas and you will 
have a beautiful work of art that 
can later be framed and displayed 
in your home. Choose between 
one of the two patterns available: 
Winter Cardinals or Christmas 
in Town. Sessions are held at the 
Garvey Senior Activity Center on 
Thursdays at 2 p.m. December 2, 
16, 23 & 30. Cost for the work-
shop is $15 and includes all need-
ed supplies. Signups for this class 
will start November 20 by calling 
301-475-4200, ext. 1075. Payment 
for the class is due Wednesday, 
November 24 by 4 p.m. 

Loffler Book Club Meets 
December 3
The Loff ler Book Club is read-

ing The No.1 Ladies Detective 
Agency by Alexander McCall 
Smith in preparation for the De-
cember 3 meeting at 2 p.m. A few 

copies will be saved at the Lex-
ington Park Branch Library for 
this book club. If you are inter-
ested in being a part of this dis-
cussion, e-mail Sheila.Graziano@
stmarysmd.com or call 301-475-
4200, ext. 1655.

Classic Holiday Movie 
at Loffler
Slip over to the Loff ler Senior 

Activity Center on Thursday, 
December 9, at 10 a.m. to see the 
Classic holiday movie: Christmas 
in Connecticut. This full-length 
movie (101 min.) tells the story 
of a famous food writer who lies 
about living on a farm, raising 
her children and being a good 
cook. In reality, she is an unmar-
ried New Yorker who can't boil 
an egg. When her editor says 
she will spend Christmas with 
a heroic sailor, her job is on the 
line. Register to see this nostalgic 
Christmas classic by leaving a 
message beginning at 8 a.m. on 
November 20th on our reserva-
tion line: 301-475-4200, ext. 1660 
Seating is limited to 16.

Nutrition Education at 
Loffler
Nutritionist Donna Taggert will 

present Are you Nuts? All about 
Nuts and Your Health

On Monday, December 13 at 10 
a.m. at the Loff ler Senior 
Activity Center. Registration is 
required- please sign up by leav-
ing a message on our reservation 
line: 301-475-4200, ext. 1660, 
beginning at 8 a.m. on November 
20. ADDITIONALLY- Donna 
will be offering free personal nu-
tritional counseling at 11 a.m. on 
the same day if you make an ap-
pointment with her by text mes-
sage or calling 240-538-6539.

Calendar

To submit your event listing to go in our Community Calendar, please email 
timescalendar@countytimes.net with the listing details by 12 p.m. on the Monday prior to 

our Thursday publication.

CalendarCalendar
Thursday Nov. 18

Grocery Auction 
Mother Catherine Academy
38833 Chaptico Rd 
Mechanicsville
6p.m. to 10p.m.
www.facebook.com/events/96806

0870724546?acontext=%7B%22eve
nt_action_history%22%3A[%7B%2
2surface%22%3A%22page%22%7D
]%7D

The groceries arrive in a refriger-
ated trailer from distribution centers 
and major grocery stores through-
out the area. Some items are over-
stocked; some have “sell by dates” 
too close to put on grocery shelves; 
some are name-brand products and 
some are not.

We never know ahead of time what 
we are getting, but expect anything 
that could be found in a grocery 
store such as candies, snacks, so-
das, frozen meats, frozen vegetables, 
frozen pizza, can goods, dry goods, 
cleaning supplies, dairy products, or 
just about anything else in between.

Auctions of this type will have a 
lot of “pass outs.” This means that 
the large the crowd, the better be-
cause the distributor can move more 
product and at a better price. 

Items will be offered and available 
in small lots and/or large lots—buy 
as little or as much as you like. Buy 
for yourself, a large family, or your 
next gathering or party. 

Payment will be cash, check, or 
credit cards. School cafeteria will be 
serving concessions.

For more information, please con-
tact: MCA—301-884-3165, Ronnie 
Farrell—301-904-3402.

Friday Nov. 19
Elf The Musical
Newtown Players Theater
21744 South Coral Drive  
Lexington Park
8p.m. to 10:30p.m.
Buddy, a young orphan, mistak-

enly crawls into Santa's bag of gifts 
and is transported to the North Pole. 
The would-be elf is raised, unaware 
that he is actually a human until his 
enormous size and poor toy-making 
abilities cause him to face the truth. 
With Santa's permission, Buddy em-
barks on a journey to New York City 
to find his birth father and discov-

er his true identity. Faced with the 
harsh realities that his father is on 
the naughty list and his half-brother 
doesn't even believe in Santa, Buddy 
is determined to win over his new 
family and help New York remember 
the true meaning of Christmas.

This modern-day holiday classic is 
sure to make everyone embrace their 
inner elf. After all, the best way to 
spread Christmas Cheer is singing 
loud for all to hear.

BOX OFFICE INFORMATION
Adults $18, Seniors/Students/Mili-

tary $15, Children $13
ht t ps://w w w.newtowneplayers.

org/tickets.html

Sunday Nov. 21
Sunday Christmas Market
Homegrown Farm Market
Southbound Rt 235 
near Hermanville Road
noon to 4 pm
We have a variety of guest craft 

vendors along with several of our 
regular vendors that will be setting 
up. Santa will be walking around and 
a section of the market will be set up 
for the kiddos to do crafts while par-
ents shop. 

Fall Craft Show
Hollywood Volunteer 
Fire Department 
24801 Three Notch Rd. 
Hollywood
10a.m. to 3p.m.
Free Admission and Free Parking
Refreshments available for sale by 

Ladies Auxiliary 
Sponsored by Ladies Auxiliary of 

the HVFD
Contact Craftshow@hvfd7.com for 

more information.
Donations of Non-Perishable Food 

Items for St. Mary’s Helping Hands 
Food Pantry will be accepted.

Monday Nov. 22
Woman's Club of 
Saint Mary's County  
Saint Mary's County Fair Grounds
Tolerance Hall
Leonardtown
10:30AM
There will be a pot luck luncheon 

following the business meeting.
Call Carol Evans for additional in-

formation 301-994-0352.

Community
St. Mary's
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Michelle Dorine Pilkerton
Michelle Do-

rine Pilkerton, 
“Shelly”, 50, of 
California, MD, 
passed away on 
November 10, 
2021 in Leonard-
town, MD. Shelly 
was born on May 

10, 1971 in Leonardtown, MD to Joseph 
and Lequita Pilkerton. She is survived 
by her one true love Ricky Pierotti, 
her three furry friends Bella, Shadow, 
and Muffin, her mom and dad (Winks 
& Tweet), and extended family. Shelly 
was preceded in death by her grandma 
Hattie, as well as her Nanny Jennie 
Pilkerton and Pop-Pop Buck Pilkerton, 
who raised her from a baby while her 
parents worked. Her Pop-Pop always 
played cards with her for hours when 
she was very small, and her Nanny al-
ways had cookies and milk waiting for 
her when she got off the school bus.

Shelly went to Town Creek Esper-
anza, and graduated from Great Mills 
High School in 1984. After gradua-
tion she worked at the Western Steer. 
Later, she worked at Mail America for 
Terry Roth. She loved to go on vacation 
to her favorite place, Cancun, Mexico. 
Her favorite food was Ricky’s Spa-
ghetti; another favorite was Aunt She-
lia’s Banana Pudding. She loved Jimmy 
and Patty’s blackberries, and could eat 
a quart in one sitting. After her health 
got so bad she looked forward to her 
visits from Frances Dicus, who brought 
her communion, as well as a wonder-
ful pie. Shelly loved getting visits from 
Florida, her aunt Mary and daughter 
Cathy. They would stay at the kitchen 
table laughing so hard for hours. Their 
trips to Maryland were always so spe-
cial. Shelly was a very caring person 
who leaves her family to mourn her 
passing, and to remember her beautiful 
smile, and rejoice the impact she had on 
everyone’s life. 

Rest in peace, “pain free”, our beau-
tiful daughter. Mom to Bella, Shadow, 
and Muffin. My true love Ricky.

The family will receive friends on 
Thursday, November 18, 2021 from 
9:30 AM to 10:30 AM in the Matting-
ley-Gardiner Funeral Home, Leonard-
town, MD, where a funeral service will 
be held at 10:30 AM with Deacon Am-
mon Ripple officiating. Interment will 
be private. 

Condolences may be made to the 
family at www.mgfh.com. Arrange-
ments provided by the Mattingley-Gar-
diner Funeral Home, P.A & Crematory, 
Leonardtown, MD.

David Wayne Boszko, Sr.
David Wayne Boszko, Sr., 70, of Me-

chanicsville, MD, passed away on No-
vember 9, 2021 in Leonardtown, MD. 
Born on October 10, 1951 in Patuxent 
River, MD, he was the son of the late 

Bernice May Brit-
ton-Boszko Ow-
ens and the late 
Nicholas Boszko. 
David was the 
loving husband of 
Karen L. Boszko, 
whom he married 
on August 2, 1975. 
He is survived by 

his children David Jr. (Mary) of Me-
chanicsville, MD, Justin Sr. (Heather) 
of Mechanicsville, MD, and Jessica 
(Tim) of Lynchburg, VA, his siblings 
Nick Boszko of Wesley Chapel, FL 
and Victoria Owens of Mechanicsville, 
MD, as well as seven grandchildren. 
David was preceded in death by his 
stepfather, Harold “Shorty” Owens, 
who loved him as his own.

David was a lifelong St. Mary’s 
County, MD resident and graduated 
from Great Mills High School in 1970. 
He served in the Air Force from March 
10, 1971 to September 20, 1972, and 
was stationed at McConnell Air Force 
Base in Wichita, Kansas. David was 
a firefighter for NAS Patuxent River, 
MD for 27 years, retiring on January 1, 
2001. 

The love between Dave’s mom, 
Bernice, and his dad, Nick, was un-
conditional. Nick was a marine and 
stationed at Camp Lejeune, NC when, 
unfortunately, he died in a tragic auto-
mobile accident just six days prior to 
Dave’s first birthday. Bernice brought 
the boys back to Maryland, where she 
found true love again and married Har-
old “Shorty” Owens. He welcomed the 
boys with open arms and loved them 
as they were his own. As Bernice and 
Shorty grew as a family, the boys were 
later blessed with a little sister, Vikki. 

In October 1973, Dave saw Karen for 
the very first time and told his friend, 
“I’m going to marry that girl one day.” 
So hard to believe, but in August 1975 
they were married. Before their first 
child was born, Dave told his best 
friend, Donnie, that he and Karen were 
planning to have a baby. Donnie made 
a bet that was typed, dated, and signed 
by both that NO children would be con-
ceived or born within one year, and if 
so, Donnie would owe Dave $100.00. 
Well, Donnie lost! His children, David 
Jr., Justin, and Jessica, were the love of 
his life, along with their spouses, Mary, 
Heather, and Tim; and, to top things 
off, his seven grandchildren, Kaylee, 
Khloe, Kenzie, Justin Jr. “JJ”, Chey-
anne, Kody, and DaKoda, who affec-
tionately called him Pop Pop. 

Dave had a tough exterior, but on 
the inside, he had a heart of gold, even 
though he didn’t like to show it at times. 
Dave enjoyed life to the fullest, from 
being a Volunteer Firefighter, Federal 
Firefighter, riding his 60 Panhead with 
a suicide clutch (with his best friends), 
catering at the Elks Lodge, golfing (es-
pecially with Jerry, who would throw 
his golf club into trees when he was 

upset), RVing to NASCAR races with 
family and friends (he loved Jimmy 
Spencer and Denny Hamlin), playing 
pitch/Texas hold ‘em, trot lining, fish-
ing, eating snow crab legs and oysters, 
lunch with the Boys, especially Captain 
Mo. No one could ever break the very 
special bond that he had with his fire-
man brothers. He will be truly missed 
by all that loved and knew him.

The family will receive friends on 
Friday, November 19, 2021 from 10:00 
AM to 11:00 AM in the Mattingley-
Gardiner Funeral Home, Leonardtown, 
MD, where a funeral service will be 
held in the funeral home chapel at 11:00 
AM with Chaplin Keith Fairfax offici-
ating. Interment will be private.

Contributions may be made to your 
local fire department or rescue squad. 
Condolences may be made to the fam-
ily at www.mgfh.com. Arrangements 
provided by the Mattingley-Gardiner 
Funeral Home, P.A. & Crematory, 
Leonardtown, MD.

Regina Price Monarchy 
Regina Price Monarchy, “Gina”, 92, 

of Leonardtown, MD, passed away on 
November 8, 2021 at her home. Born 
on August 16, 1929 in Dameron, MD, 
she was the daughter of the late Loretta 
Trossbach Goode and the late Robert 

Lee Goode. Gina 
was the loving 
wife of the late 
Johnny Monar-
chy, whom she 
married in 1985, 
and who preced-
ed her in death 
in July 2014. She 
is survived by 

her children Robert M. “Mike” Price 
(CeCe) of Leonardtown, MD and Wil-
liam C. “Billy” (Cherry) of Leonard-
town, MD, her sisters Margaret Cath-
erine Aud (Jack) of California, MD, 
Elizabeth Eleanor Dubler of California, 
MD, and Barbara Ann Rumpler (Bob) 
of Arlington, VA, her grandchildren 
Ricky Hammett, Candide Rayle (Bill), 
Steve Hammett, Mike Price Jr. (Amy), 
Kathy Redman (Benny), Jamie Price 
(Angie), and Brandy Nelson (Mickey), 
as well her great grandchildren Court-
ney Rayle, Justin Rayle, Kevin Ham-
mett, Melanie Redman, Megan Bowie 
(Billy), Taylor Hammett, Hailey Red-
man, Olive Price, Audrey Price, Hazel 
Price, Jacob Price, Alex Nelson, Sarah 
Nelson, and Hannah Price. Gina was 
preceded in death on May 25, 1976 by 
her first husband, James Robert Price, 
whom she married in 1950, as well as 
her daughter Margaret Mary “ Peggy” 

In RemembranceThe County Times runs complimentary obituaries as submitted by funeral homes 
and readers. We run them in the order we receive them. Any submissions that come to 

guyleonard@countytimes.net after noon on Mondays may run in the following week’s edition.
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Price, brothers James Douglas Goode, 
Louis Alexander Goode, Robert Ben-
jamin Goode, and John Joseph Goode.

Gina graduated from St. Michaels 
High School in 1948. She worked as a 
Proof Operator for 27 years at MD Na-
tional Bank, First National Bank, and 
Mercantile Bank, retiring in August 
1994.

Regina was born and lived in St. 
Mary’s County, MD all of her life. Her 
parents and siblings did sharecropping 
and tenant farming throughout the 
county. In the mid-1940s, they lived on 
the land that now houses Patuxent Na-
val Base in a small town there called 
Pearson.

She spent much time working in her 
yard, keeping it neat and tidy. She loved 
to bake and cook, and was well-known 
for her chili, chicken salad (always in 
demand), and soups. Also, her des-
serts of Grammy’s Apple Cake, Ger-
man chocolate cake, and chocolate chip 
cookies were all hits.

However, her greatest joy and much 
of her energy was focused on her many 
grandchildren and great grandchildren. 
She loved for them to come visit and 
always provided a snack. One of her 
great grandchildren said, “let’s go up 
to Grammy’s and get some junk.” An-
other set of great grandchildren would 
always ask, “Mommom, did you bring 
us, chili?” Whatever the grands or 
great grands wanted, they got. They 
always loved to go there and play with 
her box of toys she provided, get all the 
snacks they wanted to eat there, and 
take a bagful home for good measure. 

She enjoyed daily phone calls and 
Sunday visits from her sisters and fam-
ily. Her sisters always celebrated their 
birthday luncheons together with a big 
feast. Many hours were spent in visits 
from her godchild Becky Aud, talking 
about life and remembering the past. 
She was much loved and will be greatly 
missed by all.

Contributions may be made to Little 
Flower School, 20410 Point Lookout 
Road, Great Mills, MD 20634 and 2nd 

District Volunteer Fire Department, 
P.O. Box 1, Valley Lee, MD 20692.

At the family’s request, masks will 
be required.

Condolences may be made to the 
family at www.mgfh.com. Arrange-
ments provided by the Mattingley-Gar-
diner Funeral Home, P.A. & Crema-
tory, Leonardtown, MD.

Charles Anthony Greenwell
Charles An-

thony Greenwell, 
53, of Mechanic-
sville, MD passed 
away on Novem-
ber 5, 2021 in Me-
chanicsville, MD. 
He was born on 
December 7, 1968 
in Leonardtown, 

MD, and was the loving son of Marga-
ret Rose Gray Greenwell and William 
Clarence Greenwell of Leonardtown, 
MD. Charles was the loving husband of 
Carrie Ann Nelson Greenwell, whom 
he married in the Mechanicsville Vol. 
Fire Dept on September 14, 2002. 
Charles is survived by his children 
Austin Greenwell, Abby Greenwell, 
and Allison Greenwell, all of Mechan-
icsville, MD, along with his siblings, 
Bud Greenwell of Leonardtown, MD, 
Freddie Greenwell (Ruth) of Mechanic-
sville, MD, Kim Greenwell (PJ Joy) of 
Leonardtown, MD, and brother in law 
Noodles Nelson (Crystal) of Leonard-
town, MD. Charles was predeceased by 
his grandparents Foley and Jenny Gray 
and Fred and Kate Greenwell.

He was a lifelong St. Mary’s Coun-
ty, MD resident. Charles worked for 
McKay’s Grocery Store as a Receiving 
Manager for 17 years. Charles was part 
of fantasy football federations (FFF) 
renamed in his honor to “Chop Ram-
page”. He loved watching the St. Louis 
Rams and Chicago White Sox. 

Condolences may be made to the 
family at www.mgfh.com. Arrange-
ments provided by the Mattingley-Gar-
diner Funeral Home, P.A. & Crema-

tory, Leonardtown, MD.
David Raymond “Dave” Hicks Sr.
David Raymond “Dave” Hicks Sr., 

84, died peacefully at Hospice House in 
Callaway, MD surrounded by his lov-
ing family on November 13, 2021. He 
was born on October 31, 1937 in Staten 
Island, New York. He was the oldest of 
five children of the late Raymond and 
Dorothy VanVechten Hicks.

Dave entered the National Guard 
in 1954, graduated from Curtis High 
School in 1955, and joined the Navy in 
1958. Duty assignments included RTC 
Great Lakes IL; Airman “P” School, 
NATTC Norman, OK; AT “A” School, 
NATTC Memphis TN; Naval Academy 
Preparatory School, NTC Bainbridge 
MD; NAF Annapolis MD; NROTC 
Unit, Purdue University; Fighter 
Squadron 11, NAS Cecil Field FL; 
Light Photographic Squadron 62, NAS 
Cecil Field FL; Weapon Systems Test 
Division, NATC Patuxent River MD; 
Aircraft Maintenance Department, 
NAS Bermuda; and the Naval Aviation 
Logistics Center, NAS Patuxent River 
MD. 

Dave retired from the U.S. Navy as 
a Senior Chief Petty Officer after 22 
years of service, was later a self-em-
ployed consultant to various Defense 
contractors, and most recently operated 
a tax preparation business. He enjoyed 
singing karaoke, woodworking, golf, 
bluegrass and classical music, spend-
ing time with his family, and watching 
sports - especially the Washington Na-
tionals and Washington Redskins.  He 
was well-known throughout St. Mary’s 
County.

He is survived by his dearly beloved 
companion, Mary Lou Bassford of Hol-
lywood, MD; by his children, David 
Raymond Hicks Jr. (Irene) of Boise, 
ID; Robert Hicks of Mount Vernon, 
WA; Margaret Ann Upchurch (Gor-
don) of Bedias, TX; Catherine Marie 
Gardner (Tommy) of Drayden, MD; 
and James Howard  Hicks (Barbie) 
of Clarksburg, WV; his stepchildren, 
Veronica Rose Heard (Ralph), Robin 
Marie Guy (Perry), Wanda Faye Mel-
lies, and Douglas Wade Norris, all of 
Leonardtown, MD; Norma Jean Joy 
(Tom), and Troy Anthony Norris (Shirl) 
of Hollywood, MD; Thomas Jerry Nor-
ris of Carolina Shores, NC; Margaret 
Darlene Sogn (Bruce) of Ramsey, MN; 
twenty-nine grandchildren, twenty-
four great-grandchildren, three great- 
great-grandchildren, and a multitude of 
nieces and nephews.

Also surviving are his brother Ed 
(Cindy) of Hazlet NJ, and two sisters, 
Mary Hicks and Doris Hicks-Tillman 
of Toms River NJ. Dave was pre-de-
ceased by his second wife of twenty-
eight years -- the great love of his life, 
Margaret Ruby Lyon Hicks, by his third 
wife of nine years, Catherine Teresa 
Tippett Hicks, by his first wife, Nancy 
Kathleen Baird, a brother, James Hicks 
of San Diego, CA, and one grandson, 

Robert Alvin Hicks.
Funeral services will be held at Mt. 

Zion United Methodist Church, Me-
chanicsville, on November 18, 2021 
at 10:00 a.m. Interment will follow at 
Christ Episcopal Church, Chaptico in 
the church cemetery. Pallbearers will 
be Ralph Heard, Tom Joy, Perry Guy, 
Tommy Gardner, Johnny Heard and 
Tommy Joy. Honorary pallbearers will 
be Lewis Beckley, Michelle Bean, Li-
sa-Marie Karr, Brennan Norris, Lind-
sey Norris, Justin Jones, Alex Sogn and 
Kevin Heard.

Memorial contributions may be 
made to Hospice of St. Mary’s - PO 
Box 625, Leonardtown, MD, or to Mt. 
Zion United Methodist Church - 27108 
Mt. Zion Church Rd, Mechanicsville, 
MD, or to the Leonardtown Volunteer 
Rescue Squad - PO Box 299, Leonar-
dtown, MD. 

Condolences to the family may be 
made at www.brinsfieldfuneral.com.

Arrangements by the Brinsfield Fu-
neral Home, P.A., Leonardtown,

Carole Ann Johnson
Carole Ann 

Johnson, 78, of 
Mechanicsvil le, 
MD passed away 
peacefully at her 
home surrounded 
by her family on 
Wednesday, No-
vember 10, 2021. 
She was born on 
October 30, 1943 

in Washington, DC to the late James 
Walter Waters and Helen Inez (Jame-
son) Waters.

Carole Ann met the love of her life, 
Richard Johnson and they married 
on September 21, 1984 with her chil-
dren standing by her side. Their love 
was special and although not perfect, 
it was perfect for them. Richard lov-
ingly called her “CJ” and they recently 
celebrated thirty-seven (37) years of 
marriage. 

A strong woman, with a heart of gold, 
Carole Ann dedicated her life to being 
a great wife, mother, sister, grandmoth-
er and friend. When she was young, 
she worked as a telephone operator for 
C & P Telephone and then Bell Atlantic 
Telephone before her retirement to take 
care of family. She returned to work as 
a cafeteria worker at Margaret Brent 
Middle School for many years.

Carole Ann loved spending time with 
her family and was a doting grand-
mother. She was looking forward to 
becoming a great-great grandmother 
in 2022. Carole Ann was an amazing 
cook. She made the best food and you 
never left her house hungry. A born 
hostess, she would lay plywood down 
on the pool table and load it down with 
food, welcoming everyone into her 
home for celebrations, holidays or just 
a family meal.

It’s been two years since you went home to 
be with your Loving Father, but my home has 
not been the same since you passed away. 
Some nights I hear you call my name and I 
get up and speak your name knowing that 
you are not there. Then I lay back down and 

the tears start to flow. All I have are memories 
and a picture in a frame. Your memory is a 

keepsake from which I’ll never part.
I Love You Mama

Larry

In Memory of 
Mary Catherine Kane

Sept. 18, 1924  -  Nov. 22, 2019
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A beautiful soul has left her earthly 
troubles behind and is now rejoicing in 
heaven with her Lord and Savior. Never 
fear the end as Carole Ann will be there 
to welcome you into paradise with a big 
smile, warm hug and stories to tell.

Carole Ann is survived by her hus-
band, Richard Johnson of Mechanic-
sville, MD; children, Laura Wright 
(Jimi) of Mechanicsville, MD and 
Kathy Stonestreet (Jimbo) of Hughes-
ville, MD; four (4) grandchildren, 
Krissy, Brandy, Zachary and Michael; 
seven (7) great-grandchildren, Lind-
sey, Rylan, Louis, Brayden, Kendall, 
Kaitlyn and Hunter and soon-to-be one 
(1) great-great grandchild. She is also 
survived by her siblings, Craig Waters 
(Vivian), Wayne Waters (Mary), Alan 
Waters (Karen) Linda Glascoe (Joe), 
Debbie Wannall and brother-in-law, 
Tommy Grove; and many nieces and 
nephews. She was preceded in death 
by her parents, sister, Cindy Grove and 
brother-in-law, Robert Wannall.

The family will receive friends for 
Carole Ann’s Memorial Gathering on 
Sunday, November 21, 2021 from 3:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. A Memorial Service 
will be held at 5:00 p.m., officiated by 
Deacon Bill Kyte, all at Brinsfield Fu-
neral Home & Crematory, P.A., 30195 
Three Notch Road, Charlotte Hall, MD 
20622. Interment will be held privately.  

Condolences to the family may be 
made at www.brinsfieldfuneral.com

Arrangements by the Brinsfield Fu-
neral Home & Crematory, P.A., Char-
lotte Hall, MD.

Betty Evelyn Hurst Page
Betty Evelyn 

Hurst Page, 94, 
went home to be 
with the Lord 
on November 9, 
2021.          

Betty was born 
on May 11, 1927 
in Asheville, NC. 
Having lost both 

parents, (Lattie Ellis Hurst and  Kath-
erine Regina (Watson) Hurst, she was 
raised by her Aunt Ethel Hurst Massey, 
Aunt Emily Laurelda and Uncle Jack 
Edward Wyman in Franklin, NC.

She attended school in Franklin un-
til her senior year when she moved to 
St. Mary’s County and graduated from 
Great Mills High School in 1944. She 
married Charley (Chuck) John Page in 
1945 at Trinity Episcopal Church in 
St. Mary’s City, and enjoyed 67 years 
of marriage with him. Betty and fam-
ily were active in the Lexington Park 
Baptist Church, where she was one of 
the early members. She taught Sunday 
School for 17 years, served as a Deacon-
ess, served as treasurer of the church 
and taught a ladies’ Bible study for over 
25 years. Later in life, she and Chuck 
became members of Leonardtown Bap-
tist Church. She was a member of the 

Order of Eastern Star (Julia Halla 107) 
in Hollywood, MD. Betty worked 30 
years at Pax River NAS, MD where 
she became Small Purchasing Supervi-
sor, and retired in 1987 receiving the 
Navy’s Meritorious Civilian Service 
award. In retirement, Betty enjoyed be-
ing with her family and friends, trav-
eling and camping. She was a devoted 
wife, mother and grandmother. She 
enjoyed quilting and made over a hun-
dred quilts. She made numerous deco-
rated cakes including wedding cakes 
for family and friends.

She is survived by her son, Michael 
Jay Page (Jennie Sue) of Hollywood, 
MD, Jean Hurst Baker (Darrell) of 
Lawrenceburg, KY, and Johanna Lou-
ise Marusic (Walter) of Afton, VA; 
her grandchildren, John Michael Page 
(June), Emily Baker Weaver (James), 
Laura Baker Stearman (Adam), Jen-
nifer Page Kreller (Joey); her great 
grandchildren, Michael Aaron Page, 
Amanda Plummer Shoer (John Paul), 
Christopher John Plummer (Torrey), 
Asher Marcum Stearman, Ella Grace 
Stearman, William Russell Stearman, 
Caroline Page Kreller, Abel Joseph 
Kreller; her great-great grandchildren 
John Linwood Plummer, Arthur Har-
old Plummer and Wednesday Autumn 
Shoer and beloved nieces and nephews. 
She is preceded in death by her devot-
ed husband, Chuck Page, sister, Ivalee 
Louise (Hurst) Williams, beloved cous-
in, Floyd Hurst Wyman and grandson, 
Jason Newman Page.

A Celebration of Life Service will be 
held on Friday, November 19, 2021 via 
live stream at 12:00 p.m., at the Brins-
field Funeral Home website: www.
brinsfieldfuneral.com. Reverend Jason 
Pamblanco will be officiating. Inter-
ment will follow at Joy Chapel Cem-
etery in Hollywood, MD.

Serving as Pallbearers are John 
Page, Michael Page, Christopher Plum-
mer, Joey Kreller, Adam Stearman and 
James Weaver.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contribu-
tions may be made to Kings Christian 
Academy, 20738 Point Lookout Road, 
Callaway, MD 20620 or Leonardtown 
Baptist Church, 23520 Hollywood 
Road, Leonardtown, MD 20650.

Condolences to the family may be 
made at www.brinsfieldfuneral.com.

Arrangements by the Brinsfield Fu-
neral Home, P.A.

Curtis Monroe Tabor
Curtis Mon-

roe Tabor, 84, of 
Ridge, MD passed 
away peacefully 
on Sunday, No-
vember 14, 2021 
at MedStar St. 
Mary’s Hospital 
in Leonardtown, 
MD. He was born 

on December 16, 1936 in Coopers, WV 

and was the son of the late Clyde Mon-
roe Tabor and Thelma Hayes Tabor.

Curtis grew up in a rural area where 
he was taught the value of hard work 
and dependability. He would begin 
working in a lumber yard as a sawyer 
and maintenance man at a young age 
for the Charlotte Hall Lumber Com-
pany. He took great pride in his dedi-
cation to his profession and safety of 
those he worked with. 

He met the love of his life, Barbara 
Sipe and they were married on Decem-
ber 11, 1958. Together they have cel-
ebrated over sixty-three (63) years of 
marriage. They welcomed three chil-
dren, Lori, Patti and Mike and raised a 
wonderful family. 

An avid outdoorsman, Curtis enjoyed 
fishing and spending the day out on the 
bay. He considered a day with a hook 
in the water a great day. He enjoyed 
music, especially blue grass. He loved 
to play his fiddle and sing. He would 
tap his toe and encourage everyone to 
dance or sing along.

Whether you knew him as Curtis, 
Dad, Grandpa, or friend, you knew his 
commitment to his family. The legacy 
of honor, strength and hard-work he 
projected will be carried on and du-
plicated for generations. He will be 
missed by many, but none as much as 
his family.

Curtis is survived by his wife, Barba-
ra Tabor of Ridge, MD; children, Lori 
Ann Tabor-Finch (John) of Mechanics-
ville, MD, Patricia Lynn Burns of Stew-
artstown, PA and Curtis Michael Tabor 
(Christie) of Columbia, MD; six (6) 
grandchildren and twenty (20) great-
grandchildren. He is also survived by 
his siblings, Frances Alderman (Jessie) 
of Huntingtown, MD and Betty Burton 
of Annapolis, MD. He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Clyde and Thelma 
Tabor and brother Robert E. Tabor.

The family will receive friends for 
Curtis’ Visitation on Thursday, No-
vember 18, 2021 from 12:00 p.m. to 
1:30 p.m. with Live Music featuring 
Curtis’ friends at 1:30 p.m., the Funeral 
Service will be held at 2:00 p.m. all at 

Brinsfield Funeral Home & Crematory, 
30195 Three Notch Road, Charlotte 
Hall, MD 20622. Interment will fol-
low immediately at Trinity Memorial 
Gardens, 3221 Mattawoman Beantown 
Road, Waldorf, MD 20601.

Condolences to the family may be 
made at www.brinsfieldfuneral.com

Arrangements by the Brinsfield Fu-
neral Home & Crematory, P.A., Char-
lotte Hall, MD.

John Martin Bell
John Martin 

Bell, 91, of Bush-
wood, MD passed 
away peacefully 
on November 
4, 2021 at Hos-
pice House of St. 
Mary’s.

John was born 
in Leesburg, VA 

on February 16, 1930 to the late John B. 
Bell and Myrtle Irene Gallahan. In ad-
dition to his parents, John is preceded 
in death by his brothers, Roland Bell, 
Mark Bell, and William “Bill” Bell. 

On February 26, 1950, John mar-
ried his beloved wife, Elizabeth Ann 
Wise, in Falls Church, VA.  He spent 
his entire career employed as a builder 
in home construction.  His love of the 
Washington Redskins was only ex-
ceeded by his love of animals.

In addition to his loving wife of 71 
years, Elizabeth Ann “Betty” Bell, John 
is also survived by his three daughters, 
Joyce Hermansen (Eric), of Amissville, 
VA, Catherine Giles (Buddy), of Toano, 
VA, and Susan Griffin (John) of Ster-
ling, VA; his brother, Gilbert Bell of 
Fairfax, VA; his grandchildren, Garrett 
Hermansen (Robin), Brock Herman-
sen (Jessica), Coel Hermansen (Chris-
ty), Torsten Hermansen (Samia), Tait 
Hermansen (Soumya), Shane Griffin 
(Trish), Kyle Griffin (Brandi), and Tay-
lor Soto; as well as several great grand-
children whom he loved dearly.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to the Seventh 

Eric Kelly
It’s hard to believe 

it’s been a year that 
you’ve been gone. We 
miss you and love you 

so much.
 
Mom, Yvonne, Shayna, 

and Jeremiah
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District Volunteer Rescue Squad, P.O. 
Box 7, Avenue, MD 20609 and Holy 
Angels Catholic Church, 21340 Colton 
Point Road, Avenue, MD 20609.

Condolences to the family may be 
made at www.brinsfieldfuneral.com.

Arrangements by the Brinsfield Fu-
neral Home, P.A.

Barbara Lee Marino
Barbara Lee 

(nee Hammett) 
Marino, 70, of 
Hollywood, MD 
passed away 
peacefully at 
home surrounded 
by family and 
friends on No-
vember 2nd, 2021.  

A lifelong resident of St. Mary’s Coun-
ty, she was born on June 25, 1951 in 
Leonardtown, MD to the late Joseph 
Robert “Peter Rabbit” Hammett and 
Mary Helena “Lena” Hammett.

Barbara is survived by her children, 
Ryan Mirfield of Lexington Park, MD 
and Anthony “AJ” Marino of St. Pe-
tersburg, FL, her grandsons Jordan 
Mirfield, Andrew Mirfield and Maddox 
Mirfield, her sister Brenda Ryan (John) 
of Annapolis, Md, her brother Joseph 
Robert “Bobby” Hammett of Pensac-
ola, FL and nieces Jennifer Milan of  
Hollywood MD, and Heather Tenny-
son, of Annapolis, MD and Stephanie 
Sanchez of Fort Myers, FL and nephew 
Michael Hammett of Greenville, SC  

She was preceded in death by her 
husband of 35 years, Commander An-
thony “Tony” Ralph Marino, USN (Ret)

As a Navy wife, Barbara loved to 
travel, sail and do cross-stitch.  While 
the family was stationed in Japan Bar-
bara taught English to the many local 
adults and children before returning 
home to St. Mary’s County.  Several 
years later she sailed to Key West, 
FL for another Navy assignment only 
to return to the family home after her 
husband’s retirement from active duty. 
Barbara continued to travel and became 
quite a fan of New Orleans, Florida and 
the Caribbean, often returning with 

friends and family.
Barbara will be most remembered 

for her loving spirit, her endless love 
for her children, grandchildren and her 
pets.   She loved to entertain and her 
warm and welcoming home on the wa-
ter became sanctuary for so many fam-
ily and friends.

Condolences to the family may be 
made at www.brinsfieldfuneral.com.

Arrangements by the Brinsfield Fu-
neral Home, P.A., Leonardtown,

Yvonne Marie Joy
Yvonne Marie 

Joy, 72 of Lex-
ington Park, MD 
passed away on 
November 8, 2021 
at her home with 
her family by her 
side.

Yvonne was 
born on February 

15, 1949 in Limerick, Maine, to the late 
Lena Keaten Smith and Elias Smith, Sr.

Yvonne moved from Woodbridge, 
VA in 1999 to St. Mary’s County, MD. 
She worked as a Budget Analyst for 
NAVAIR before retiring in 2019. She 
raised three children, Brian, Christo-
pher, and Katherine. Being from Maine 
she was an avid New England Patriots 
fan. Yvonne was also proud to have 
traveled to all the 48 Continental U.S. 
States with her friends from Maine and 
enjoyed many other occasional road 
trips. In her spare time she enjoyed 
quilting, crafting, and making flower 
arrangements. She also enjoyed work-
ing on many home renovation projects. 

She is survived by her children, Bri-
an Thomas Joy (Erica) of Valley Lee, 
MD, Christopher Michael Joy of Lex-
ington Park, MD, and Katherine Ra-
chel Stocker (Benjamin) of Aurora, CO 
and her grandchildren, Matthew (Max) 
Xavier Stocker, and Noah Michael Joy; 
her siblings, Howard Smith of Lim-
erick, ME, Charles Smith (Cindy) of 
Limerick, ME, Gary Smith (Debbi) of 
Baldwin, ME, Roxanne Smith of Lim-
erick, ME. She was preceded in death 
by her siblings, Roger Finnemore, Elias 

“Raymond” Smith Jr., Frank Smith, 
and James “Zenas” Smith.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to Hospice of St. 
Mary’s, P.O. Box 625, Leonardtown, 
MD 20650 or the Lexington Park Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 339, 
Lexington Park, MD 20653.

Condolences to the family may be 
made at www.brinsfieldfuneral.com.

Arrangements by the Brinsfield Fu-
neral Home, P.A.

George Raley “Buster” 
Payne Sr.

George Raley 
“Buster” Payne 
Sr., 84 of Math-
ias, WV (formerly 
of Leonardtown, 
MD) passed away 
peacefully on No-
vember 7, 2021 
with his family at 

his side.
He was born on September 2, 1937 

in Leonardtown, MD to the late Joseph 
Johnson Payne Sr. and Genevieve Bea-
trice Raley Payne.

Buster was born and raised in St. 
Mary’s County.  He is a graduate of 
Margaret Brent High School. On Feb-
ruary 14, 1956 he enlisted in the Unit-
ed States Air Force where he proudly 
served his country until his honorable 
discharge on February 13, 1962. During 
his service he earned the Good Con-
duct Medal from 1956 to 1959. On July 
4, 1959 he married his beloved wife, 
Eleanor Virginia Payne. Together they 
celebrated over 50 wonderful years of 
marriage before her death in 2009.  He 
owned and operated JJ Payne & Sons 
Well Drilling with his father and later 
his sons until his retirement in 1999.  
In 1999, he and his wife moved to the 
vacation home he purchased in 1979 in 
Mathias, WV.  He was a skilled builder, 
building his home on Bayside Road and 
in Mathias, WV. He also built many 
pieces of furniture, including a china 
cabinet and beautiful cherry wood bar. 
He was also very handy, and could fix 
just about anything.  He loved helping 
his friends and neighbors.  He grew 
bountiful gardens and making wine. 
He also liked going to the dirt track. 
As an avid NASCAR Fan, he and his 
wife often went to the tracks at Dover, 
Daytona, Richmond and Charlotte to 
enjoy the race.  His favorite driver was 
Richard Petty. They also travelled cross 
country in their camper, and visited all 
the states, including Hawaii.  His favor-
ite place to be was at his home in West 
Virginia.

Buster is survived by his four chil-
dren: Frannie Payne (Larry) of Colonial 
Beach, VA, Gail Woodburn (Dennis) of 
Lexington Park, MD, Michael Payne 
(Nolean) of New South Wales, Austra-
lia, and George R. Payne Jr. (Nancy) of 
Leonardtown, MD. In addition to his 
children he is survived by four of his 

siblings, Estella Morgan of Helen, MD, 
Mary Rose Burch (Norman) of Me-
chanicsville, MD, Elizabeth Jo Lacey 
of Hollywood, MD, and James Leroy 
Payne (Bonnie) of Partlow, VA. George 
is also survived by his nine grandchil-
dren: April Santman (Daniel), Bobby 
Oswald, Bryan Buckler, Kyle Wood-
burn, Kurt Woodburn, Michael Payne, 
Jr., Lauren Roof (Jeff), Darren Payne 
(Kaitlyn), and Savannah Payne.; eight 
additional great grandchildren; and 
many extended family and friends. 
In addition to his parents and beloved 
wife, Buster is preceded in death by his 
loving wife, Eleanor Virginia Payne 
and his siblings, Joseph J. Payne Jr. and 
David Allen Payne.

Memorial contributions may be made 
to Hospice of St. Mary’s, P.O. Box 
625, Leonardtown, MD 20650 and St. 
Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 21370 
Newtowne Neck Road, Leonardtown, 
MD 20650.

Condolences to the family may be 
made at www.brinsfieldfuneral.com.

Arrangements by the Brinsfield Fu-
neral Home, P.A.

Joseph “Cecil” Dorsey
Joseph “Ce-

cil” Dorsey, 84, 
of Charlotte Hall, 
MD, passed away 
on November 15, 
2021 in Silver 
Spring, MD. Born 
on May 27, 1937 
in Dentsville, MD, 

he was the son of the late Carrie Hicks 
Dorsey and the late Rubin Dorsey. Ce-
cil was the loving husband of Mary El-
len Dorsey, whom he married on June 
9, 1978 in Our Lady of the Wayside 
Church, Chaptico, MD. Cecil is sur-
vived by his children Darrell Coun-
tiss (Melissa) of Lusby, MD and Tony 
Countiss of Charlotte Hall, MD, his sib-
lings Glady Barnes of Capitol Heights, 
MD, Annie Spears of Baltimore, MD, 
Lillye House of Baltimore, MD, and 
Catherine Robison (John) of LaPlata, 
MD, as well as six grandchildren and 
one great grandchild. He is preceded in 
death by his siblings Mary Agnes Cole. 
John “Bubba” Dorsey, Sarah Gross, 
Joseph S. “Boy” Dorsey, Albert “Joe 
Louies” Dorsey, Helen Washington, 
and his twin Authur Dorsey.

The family will receive friends on 
Monday, November 22, 2021 from 9:30 
AM to 10:30 AM in the Immaculate 
Conception Catholic Church, Mechan-
icsville, MD, where a Mass of Christian 
Burial will be celebrated at 10:30 AM 
with Father Michael Tietjen officiating. 
Interment will follow in Sacred Heart 
Catholic Cemetery, Bushwood, MD. 
Serving as pallbearers will be Dar-
rell Countiss, David Thomas, Wayne 
Gross, Dwain Countiss, Charles Coun-
tiss, and Wayne Dorsey.

Condolences may be made to the 
family at www.mgfh.com. Arrange-
ments provided by the Mattingley-Gar-
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301-855-2246 • www.legalstriegel.com
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diner Funeral Home, P.A. & Crema-
tory, Leonardtown, MD.

Francis Leonard “L.T.” 
Tippett

Francis Leon-
ard “L.T.” Tippett, 
77, of Hollywood, 
MD passed away 
on November 
14, 2021 in Hol-
lywood, MD. He 
was born on Oc-
tober 6, 1944 in 
L e o n a r d t o w n , 

MD, and he was the son of the late Cath-
erine Pilkerton Tippett and Webster 
Tippett. L.T. was the loving husband of 
the late Theresa Morgan Tippett, whom 
he married on September 10, 1966 in 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, Mor-
ganza, MD, and who preceded him in 
death on August 13, 2018. L.T. is sur-
vived by his children Vickie Tippett 
of Hollywood, MD, Karen Layman of 
Rostfaver Township, PA. Cathy Dean 
of Hollywood, MD, Melissa Tippett of 
Lexington Park, MD, eight grandchil-
dren and six great grandchildren.  

L.T. was a lifelong St. Mary’s Coun-
ty, MD resident and attended St. John’s 
School. He was a head plumber for the 
federal government.  

The family will receive friends on 
Tuesday, November 23, 2021 from 5:00 
PM to 8:00 PM with prayers recited at 
7:00 PM in the Mattingley-Gardiner 
Funeral Home, Leonardtown, MD. A 
Mass of Christian Burial will be cel-
ebrated on Wednesday, November 24, 
2021 at 10:00 AM in St. John’s Catholic 
Church, Hollywood, MD with Father 
Ray Schmidt officiating. Interment 
will follow in St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Cemetery, Morganza, MD.  Serving as 
pallbearers will be Richard Layman, 
David Himes, Jamie Tippett, Richard 
Layman, Jr, Logan Himes, and Timmy 
Berry. 

Condolences may be made to the 
family at www.mgfh.com. Arrange-
ments provided by the Mattingley-Gar-
diner Funeral Home, P.A. & Crema-
tory, Leonardtown, MD.

Arthur “Leroy” Jones
Arthur “Le-

roy” Jones, 76, of 
Mechanicsvil le, 
MD, formerly 
of Hollywood, 
MD, passed away 
on November 7, 
2021 in Wash-
ington, DC. He 
was the son of the 

late Martin L. Clements and Amanda 
L. Dean. Leroy was raised from birth 
by his maternal grandmother An-

nie Louise Jones, whom he called his 
mom. Leroy was the loving husband 
of Carolyn A. Jones whom he married 
on October 26, 1968 in St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church, Morganza, MD. Le-
roy is survived by his children Ronnie 
Jones (Andrea) of Hollywood, MD, 
Missy O’Brien (Mike) of Hollywood, 
MD, four grandchildren, and one great 
grandchild.  He is also survived by his 
siblings Louis Clements of California, 
MD, Ruth Johnson of California, MD, 
Alma Blackwell of California, MD, Pat 
Abbot of California, MD, Janice Skafi-
dis of California, MD, Bobby Clements 
of California, MD, Margie Sandidge of 
California, MD, Gary Dean of Myrtle 
Beach, SC, Dale Dean of Hollywood, 
MD, and Marlene Freeman of Holly-
wood, MD, along with his aunt Leona 
Stone, whom he considered his sister. 
He was preceded in death by his daugh-
ter Stacey Lynn Jones, sibling Jerry 
Clements, Allen Clements, David Cle-
ments, Ronnie Clements, Joe Dean, and 
Cliff Dean. Leroy grew up with late his 
aunts and uncles, Evelyn Clements, 
Thomas Jones, Hoover Jones, Hilda 
Morgan, Lindy Jones, Samuel Jones, 
Cecelia Hope Morgan, Connie Wood-
burn and considered them his brothers 
and sisters.

He was a lifelong St. Mary’s County, 
MD resident and attended Leonard-
town High School. 

Leroy worked for the St. Mary’s 
County Public School system as a 
locksmith for over 30 years, retiring in 
1999. After retiring from the St. Mary’s 
County Board of Education, he drove 
a school bus from 2001 to 2017 for St. 
Mary’s County Schools.  

The family will receive friends on 
Monday, November 15, 2021 from 5:00 
PM to 8:00 PM with prayers recited at 
7:00 PM in the Mattingley-Gardiner 
Funeral Home, Leonardtown, MD. A 
Mass of Christian Burial will be cel-
ebrated on Tuesday, November 16, 
2021 at 10:00 AM in St. John’s Catholic 
Church, Hollywood, MD with Father 
Ray Schmidt officiating.  Interment 
will follow in Charles Memorial Gar-
dens, Leonardtown, MD. Serving as 
pallbearers will be Bobby Moran, Tim-
my Jones, Mike O’Brien, Dale Dean, 
Joey Longly, and Jeff Griffin. Honor-
ary pallbearers will be Aly Griffin, 
Gwendolyn Jones, Amanda Griffin, 
Bridgette Jones, and Evelyn Arias.  

Condolences may be made to the 
family at www.mgfh.com. Arrange-
ments provided by the Mattingley-Gar-
diner Funeral Home, P.A. & Crema-

tory, Leonardtown, MD. 

Sherry Elizabeth “Sarah” 
Simmons

Sherry Eliza-
beth “Sarah” 
Simmons, 37, of 
Lexington Park, 
MD passed away 
on November 4, 
2021 at MedStar 
St. Mary’s Hospi-
tal, Leonardtown.

Sherry was born 
on June 1, 1984 in Calvert County, MD 
to Mary Linda Simmons of Charlotte 
Hall, MD.

Sherry was raised by her aunt, Su-
sie and her stepfather, Stephen Huff-
man. She graduated from Lackey High 
School. She was a loving mother to 
three beautiful children, Gene, Lind-
say, and Sean. She enjoyed being out-
doors and taking walks in the park. She 
often volunteered her time at the Soup 
Kitchen helping others and visiting her 
friends. She enjoyed watching the Spe-
cial Olympics, especially the ice-skat-
ing and swimming competitions, but 
most importantly she loved spending 
time with her family.

She is survived by her aunt, Susie 
Huffman and her stepfather, Stephen 
Huffman of Lexington Park, MD; her 
children, Gene, Lindsay, and Sean Wil-
liams, all of Lexington Park, MD; her 
siblings, Crystal Moreland of Leonard-
town, MD, Robert and Julie Simmons 
of Ridge, MD, Wayne Hooper of Lex-
ington Park, MD, Barbara Hooper, of 
Ridge, MD, Timothy Gunther of Lex-
ington Park, MD, Steve Huffman of 
Lexington Park, MD, Sam and Angie 
Huffman of Mechanicsville, MD, Ste-
phen Huffman of Lexington Park, MD, 
John Huffman of Lexington Park, MD, 
and Joseph and Jenica Huffman of Vir-
ginia Beach, VA.

At this time services are pending.
Condolences to the family may be 

made at www.brinsfieldfuneral.com.
Arrangements by the Brinsfield Fu-

neral Home, P.A.

William Patrick O’Brien
William Patrick 

O’Brien, 71 years 
old, died at home 
in Louisville, KY, 
on October 29, 
2021, surrounded 
by his family as 
he drew his last 
breath.  

He was born 
on December 15, 1949 in Washing-
ton, D.C. – the middle of seven chil-
dren.  His childhood home was on the 
Potomac River, in Leonardtown, MD, 
where Bill developed his lifelong love 
of water.  As a result, he never saw a 

rickety old boat that he didn’t covet.  He 
graduated from Ryken High School in 
1967 and left home shortly thereafter 
for Bellarmine College in Louisville, 
Kentucky.  He spent his first year of 
college demonstrating the restorative 
power of Irish Whiskey and late - night 
poker games. He subsequently enlisted 
in the Army and returned to Bellarm-
ine three years later all grown up.   

Bill met his future wife on the Bel-
larmine Debate team where they per-
fected the art of arguing and they sub-
sequently went to law school together.  
He graduated from the Brandeis School 
of Law in 1978 and joined the law firm 
of Karem & Karem, in Louisville, 
where he practiced law for several years 
before joining the Jefferson County At-
torney’s Office, where he headed the 
Civil Division for many years. 

He is survived by his wife of 45 years, 
Dorothy Elder O’Brien; their three 
children, Emily (Savvy), Meghan (Os-
man) and Jonathan (Dara). He taught 
his children to keep their word, to do 
their best, to be kind to one another and 
to try new things. His grandchildren, 
Harrison Patrick Rana, Owen William 
Rana, Atlas Boone O’Brien and Phoe-
nix Tiller Gilmore were the best part of 
his life in later years. He is also sur-
vived by his sisters, Loretta O’Brien, 
Sharon O’Brien, Kathleen O’Brien and 
his brother, Joseph O’Brien. Bill was 
predeceased by his parents, Elizabeth 
and Joseph O’Brien, his sister, Eliza-
beth Roberston and his brother, Robert 
O’Brien.  

Bill was a quiet and humble man who 
never spoke of his many accomplish-
ments.  He trained for months to climb 
Mount Rainier.   He could be seen 
climbing up and down the huge hill at 
Joe Creason Park with a big backpack 
filled with rocks.  He failed in his first 
attempt but did not give up and sum-
mited on his second try.  He was a con-
fidante to many and never revealed a 
secret.  Ever.  As the kids grew up and 
moved out, Bill began a new phase of 
his life.   He bought his last boat, the 
Marissa, and he and his sister Loretta 
– a fisheries biologist from Falmouth, 
Massachusetts - undertook the trip of a 
lifetime, traveling for ten months down 
the Intercoastal Waterway from Massa-
chusetts to Florida and back again with 
many adventures in between. He and 
his best friend, John Selent, hiked in 
Canada, India, Ireland, Scotland, and 
many other places far and near.   

A funeral service was conducted at 
Highlands Funeral Home, 3331 Tay-
lorsville Road, 40205 on Tuesday, No-
vember 2. Please consider a contribu-
tion to the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation 
at curecfinc.com.
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Southern Maryland Paints LLC. 
23976 POINT LOOKOUT ROAD • LEONARDTOWN • MD 20650    ACROSS FROM LEONARDTOWN HIGH SCHOOL

301-475-0448 • southernmarylandpaints.com

Sales & Service
Farm Equipment • Machine Shop

Home Industrial Engines • Welding 

Truck Load Sale 
$286 Per Ton • 40 Pound Bag $6.75

27898 Point Lookout Road • Loveville, Md • 20656

DAVE’S ENGINE SERVICE
“Where Service Comes First”

IN STOCK

Anthracite Coal 40 lb Bag  $7.50 per bag

DIRECTORYBusinessBusiness

46924 Shangri-La Drive • Lexington Park, MD

301-863-9497
www.coletravel.biz

SHOP LOCAL!

LOCAL CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATION COMPANY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

MUST BE ABLE TO DIG BASEMENTS ROUGH GRADE AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION

Call 443-677-8324 
or 

410-991-3864

LOCAL CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATION COMPANY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

MUST BE ABLE TO DIG BASEMENTS ROUGH GRADE AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION

Call 443-677-8324 
or 

410-991-3864

LOCAL CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATION COMPANY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

MUST BE ABLE TO DIG BASEMENTS ROUGH GRADE AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION

Call 443-677-8324 
or 

410-991-3864

LOCAL CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATION COMPANY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

MUST BE ABLE TO DIG BASEMENTS ROUGH GRADE AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION

Call 443-677-8324 
or 

410-991-3864

LOCAL CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATION COMPANY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

MUST BE ABLE TO DIG BASEMENTS ROUGH GRADE AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION

Call 443-677-8324 
or 

410-991-3864
EMAIL: GTGCONST@WILDBLUE.NET

LOCAL C COMPANY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

MUST BE ABLE TO DIG BASEMENTS ROUGH GRADE AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION

Call 443-677-8324 
or 

410-991-3864LOCAL CONSTRUCTION & EXCAVATION COMPANY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

MUST BE ABLE TO DIG BASEMENTS ROUGH GRADE AND HAVE TRANSPORTATION

Call 443-677-8324 
or 

410-991-3864

HELP WANTED
TO LEARN MORE

If you are a self starter with a 
desire to help local businesses 

grow their customer base, contact 
The County Times  

at aldailey@countytimes.net

Tired of staring 
at a computer 

 all day?

Get Your Thanksgiving Goodies Here!
Hand Cut Steaks • Seasoning Meats

Homemade Country Sausage
Fresh Turkey • Corned Hams • Smoked Hams

Sweet Potatoes • Collard Greens • Kale
Country Hams

Mon - Sat 9-5 • 301-884-4600
30385 Three Notch Road • Charlotte Hall, Maryland 20622

MILLER’S 
COUNTRY MARKET
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County TimesCounty Times

The St. Mary’s County Times is a weekly newspaper providing news and information for 
the residents of St. Mary’s County. The St. Mary’s County Times will be available on news-
stands every Thursday. The paper is published by Southern Maryland Publishing Company, 
which is responsible for the form, content, and policies of the newspaper. The St. Mary’s 
County Times does not espouse any political belief or endorse any product or service in its 
news coverage. 

To be considered for publication, articles and letters to the editor submitted must include the 
writer’s full name, address and daytime phone number. Submissions must be delivered by 
4 p.m. on the Monday prior to our Thursday publication to ensure placement for that week. 
After that deadline, the St. Mary’s County Times will make every attempt possible to publish 
late content, but cannot guarantee so. Letters may be condensed/edited for clarity, although 
care is taken to preserve the core of the writer’s argument. Copyright in material submitted 
to the newspaper and accepted for publication remains with the author, but the St. Mary’s 
County Times and its licensees may freely reproduce it in print, electronic or other forms. We 
are unable to acknowledge receipt of letters. The St. Mary’s County Times cannot guarantee 
that every letter or photo(s) submitted will be published, due to time or space constraints.

Fun & Games

L A S T  W E E K ’ S  P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S

CLUES ACROSS
 1. German philosopher
 6. A type of stock 
trading (abbr.)
 9. Cincinnati ballplayers
13. Deerlike water 
buffaloes
14. Island
15. Jewish calendar 
month
16. Round Dutch cheese
17. Unstressed syllable 
of a metrical foot
18. A restaurant needs 
one
19. Decent behaviors
21. Groans
22. Works hard
23. Upset
24. A sound made in 
speech
25. One point east of 
due south
28. Boxing’s GOAT
29. Whittles
31. Tailless amphibian
33. Surrounded
36. Doesn’t stay still
38. Copycat
39. Four-door car
41. Morally correct 
behavior
44. Something that is 
owed
45. Pasta needs it
46. Ant-Man’s last 
name

48. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!
49. Small period of time 
(abbr.)
51. Woman (French)
52. On or around
54. Fencing swords
56. Fonts
60. A command in the 
name of the court
61. Sprays with an irritant
62. Georgetown athlete
63. Dry or withered
64. Sign of injury
65. Tracts of land (abbr.)
66. 365 days
67. Physique
68. Icelandic poems

CLUES DOWN
 1. Bodily substance
 2. Internal
 3. Provoke or annoy
 4. Type of lounge chair
 5. Losses
 6. Makes less severe
 7. Identifies a thing close 
at hand
 8. Group of blood 
disorders (abbr.)
 9. Rebuilt
10. Ancient Greek City
11. American investigative 
journalist
12. Partially melted snow
14. Take shape
17. Mexican beverage
20. Patti Hearst’s captors

21. Jacobs and Summers 
are two
23. Disfigure
25. Scientists’ tool 
(abbr.)
26. Ill-mannered person
27. Overhang
29. Famed rat catcher
30. Passover feast and 
ceremony
32. Equal to 10 meters
34. Central processing 
unit
35. Chinese native 
religion
37. Unfermented juices
40. “To the __ degree”
42. Frozen water
43. Medieval circuit 
courts
47. 1,000 cubic feet 
(abbr.)
49. Gossipy
50. Shopping is one type
52. Palmlike plant
53. Partner to “oohed”
55. Welsh name meaning 
“snow”
56. Popular Mexican dish
57. It helps power 
devices
58. Reddish-brown 
wildcat
59. Impertinence
61. Legal financial term 
(abbr.)
65. Atomic #52
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www.cpfcu.com/auto
Refinance & Save.

Same Car.
Lower Payments.

APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rates accurate as of 11/1/21. Not available for vehicles 
already financed through Cedar Point. Other terms available. Best rates based upon 
approved credit.

Scan  & Save.

RATES AS LOW AS

%
A P R1 99.


