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In the story titled “Are Major De-
velopers Eyeing Calvert?” in the 
Dec. 5, 2019 issue, we reported that 
Myra Gowans of Calvert Citizens 
United “has regularly attended meet-
ings of the Small Business Interest 

Group.” Gowans reports to The Cal-
vert County Times that she actually 
only attended two of their meetings 
but has followed the group by secur-
ing and reading the minutes of every 
one of their meetings.

Correction

By Dick Myers
Editor

Calvert County’s legislators thought 
they were attending the yearly meeting 
with the county commissioners to re-
ceive the county legislative wish list. 
Instead, at the Dec. 10 meeting at the 
College of Southern Maryland, they 
were blindsided by a second agenda 
item -- a briefing on the Prince Fred-
erick Town Center and the county’s 
comprehensive plan and zoning update 
processes.

Sen. Mike Miller (D: Calvert, 
Charles, Prince George’s) wanted to 
know what the legislators had to do 
with local zoning matters. Director 
of Planning and Zoning (and about to 
be county administrator) Mark Willis 
said he had been asked to make the 
presentation and that it was strictly 
informational.

After the 20-minute presenta-
tion Sen. Jack Bailey (R: Calvert, St. 
Mary’s) wanted to know if it was being 
made because there was some public 
“push-back” on the process. He told 
Willis he was “very defensive in your 
argument.”

Willis said he didn’t believe that was 
the case. He noted, “I will say I’m pas-
sionate about it. There’s nothing that I 
said here that’s not actually in the law. 
So, it’s not my agenda.”

Commissioner Mike Hart came to 
his defense by admitting the item had 
been put on the agenda at his request. 
Hart said, “I wanted you guys to be 
involved because we do come to you 
with legislative requests. We are part 
of the same team. So, even though you 
don’t affect zoning, what I wanted to 
do is make sure that we all work to-
gether. I value all of your opinions.”

Hart said he wished that Del. Mark 
Fisher (R: Calvert) had been at the 
meeting. Fisher, who was the only 
member of the county’s delegation not 
to attend, has been a frequent critic of 
the county’s growth policies.

During his presentation, Willis ex-
plained that the updates of the town 
center master plans and the zoning to 
implement them, and the county zon-
ing ordinance were now on the agenda. 
Prince Frederick is first to the plate be-
ginning next month.

Willis pointed to a slide that showed 
the potential buildout of the Prince 
Frederick Town Center would more 
than double with the area added during 
the comprehensive plan update: 1,056 
units now to an additional 1,394 in the 
expanded area. Additionally, there are 
525 dwelling units under construc-
tion or approved in the existing town 
center.

Willis said of the chart: “So this is 
the slide that everybody’s tight about 
because I think for the most part, they 
don’t understand the slide. The slide 
talks about acres up front, but it also 
talks about units. But here’s what you 
have to understand about this. These 
are hypothetical numbers. They’re 
based on today’s zoning, not the comp 
plan, not tomorrow’s zoning, because 
we haven’t done the update.” He added 
that some of the land included in the 
expansion just isn’t buildable.

As to the legislative package portion 
of the meeting, there was very little 
comment. Del. Jerry Clark (R: Calvert, 
St. Mary’s) questioned the proposal to 
tie the commissioners’ salaries to those 
of the legislators, instead of review by 
a local committee. Sen. Miller said 
the legislators’ salaries were similarly 
reviewed by a state committee. Clark 
said he would rather have the review at 
the local level, but he would consider 
the request.

Clark also questioned why improve-
ments to the Stafford Road/Route 231 
intersection were in the local $45 mil-
lion bond request instead of the work 
being done by the state, since Route 
231 is a state road.

Public Works Director Rai Sharma 
said the state didn’t believe traffic at 
that intersection warranted a light. He 
said the work would be done on the 
county’s Stafford Road. But Clark said 
he still hoped the state would contrib-
ute to it.

Del. Michael Jackson (D: Calvert, 
Prince George’s) said concerns had 
been raised at the League of Women 
Voter’s legislative forum about Route 
231. Commissioner President Tim 
Hutchins assured him the county was 
working with the state on a plan to im-
prove the road’s safety.

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Legislators Briefed on Town Centers
Sen. Bailey Calls It ‘Very Defensive’

(l to r) Del. Jerry Clark, Sen. Jack Bailey, Sen. Mike Miller and Del. Michael Jackson at the 
Dec. 10 legislative meeting with the commissioners.
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Give yourself a present this season with Hunter Douglas Design Studio.

Hunter Douglas offers a wide variety of window fashions in an array of fabrics, textures and colors.  Contact us today.  We’re the Hunter Douglas experts. 
Guiding you in the selections that will make your home even more beautiful-whatever your style.

     Baldwin Design Group
    23306 Three Notch Rd
       California, Maryland
   M-F:  10:00am - 6:00 pm
    Sat:   10:00am - 2:00pm
           (301) 737-0555
baldwindesigngroupinc.com

 

Drapery, Side Panels, Roman Shades or Roller Shades
with Hunter Douglas Window Fashions, the possibilities are endless.

             © 2019 Hunter Douglas.  All rights reserved.  All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners.  

Introductory Savings on Hunter Douglas Design Studio

DRAPERY: COLETTE - MISTY GRAY / PIROUETTE®: SATIN  4”- STAINLESS ROMAN SHADE: DOTTED STRIPE - PEACH ROLLER SHADE: FLORAL STAMP - GREEN/BLUE

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

Members of all three Southern 
Maryland county commissioner 
boards met Tuesday afternoon 
and came to an agreement, at 
least initially, on supporting a key 
piece of legislation that would 
unify the budget of the College of 
Southern Maryland (CSM) and, 
in the case of emergency servic-
es, renew the mutual aid agree-
ment between Calvert, St. Mary’s 
and Charles counties.

Commissioners met at the 
Prince Frederick CSM campus.

Currently the College of South-
ern Maryland may only spend 
operating funds in the county 
which initially provided those 
funds; each county provides a 
share of funding to the college’s 
operating budget each year.

Changes to allow the budget 
to be unified, and thus more flex-
ible, would require legislative 
changes in the General Assem-
bly; commissioners  from the 

three counties came to a tentative 
agreement that a memorandum 
of understanding had to be final-
ized before the legislation could 
move forward to receive their fi-
nal support.

Rueben Collins II, Charles 
County commissioner presi-
dent, said the three counties also 
needed to come to an agreement 
on ensuring equitable funding for 
CSM campuses to include num-
bers of students on campus.

Under the proposed changes 
to the law for CSM budgeting, 
each county commissioner board 
would review and then approve 
the budget for the entire college, 
instead of the single campus in 
their county.

“It will take a great deal of 
time to flesh that out,” Collins 
said of the work ahead to change 
the law.

County leaders from Calvert, 
Charles and St. Marys’ also 
agreed that the mutual aid system 
they share for fire and emergency 
medical response should be re-

newed, though upon review of the 
current aid agreement they found 
that language had to be standard-
ized in the text before making a 
final vote in support.

Data presented to the com-
missioners by Steve Walker, 
director of emergency services 
in St. Mary’s County, showed 
St. Mary’s was receiving more 
mutual aid from both Charles 
and Calvert counties than it was 
providing.

In prior years the roles had 
been reversed, noted Calvert 
public safety director Jacqueline 
Vaughn.

“[The mutual aid agreements] 
do need to continue,” Vaughn 
told Southern Maryland leaders. 
“The tides have turned… but it 
does come in cycles.”

For 2019, data showed that Cal-
vert responded to 103 fire calls in 
St. Mary’s, while St. Mary’s aid-
ed in 72 fire incidents across the 

Patuxent River.
Also, St. Mary’s aided in 

337 medical calls but received 
aid from Calvert for 499 such 
emergencies.

Charles County responded to 
St. Mary’s 724 times for EMS 
calls, while receiving aid in just 
47 such calls from St. Mary’s, the 
data showed.

“I believe our BLS and ALS 
(basic life support and advanced 
life support) are at a critical 
mass,” said St. Mary’s commis-
sioner John O’Connor. “At some 
point Charles County is going to 
say ‘We’ve had enough.’”

Charles County’s EMS Chief 
John Filer said the mutual aid 
should continue.

“In Southern Maryland we all 
get along,” Filer said. “I would 
not recommend cutting off mu-
tual aid.

“We should all help when we 
can.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Tri County Commissioners Reach 
Consensus on Mutual Aid, CSM Budget Bill

Calvert Public Safety Director Jacqueline Vaughn, Charles EMS Chief John 
Filer and St. Mary’s Emergency Services Director Steve Walker supported 
continuing the mutual aid agreement between the three counties.
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SERVICE 
Taylor Gas Company offers full service installation and repair for a 
breadth of propane related systems.

DEPENDABILITY 
The customer is our top priority here at Taylor Gas. We provide 24 hour 
emergency service and deliveries to the Sourthern Maryland area.

EXPERIENCE 
Combining extensive training with 68 years of on-the-job experience, 
you can be sure that you’ll be getting the best service available.

YOUR HOMETOWN 
SOURCE FOR GAS 
FIREPLACE SALES 
AND SERVICE.

21434 GREAT MILLS RD. • LEXINGTON PARK • MD
WWW.TAYLORGASCOMPANY.COM

By Dick Myers
Editor

The Calvert County Board of County 
Commissioners (BOCC) has enacted 
changes to the county’s animal control 
regulations aimed at protecting pets left 
outside in bad weather.

A new section has been added to cre-
ate “Animal Safety Alerts.” According 
to information supplied to the BOCC 
by Director of Public Safety Jacqueline 
Vaughan and Deputy Director of Ani-
mal Services Crystal Dowd, the alerts 
“would allow additional provisions to 
be required to protect animals when the 
National Weather Service has issued 
weather alerts for Calvert County, Mary-
land.’ The alerts could apply for extreme 
cold or hot weather, or high winds.

Currently the animal control regula-
tions have provisions against tethering 
an animal outside without shelter in 
extreme weather conditions. The new 
regulations would apply to all domestic 
animals left outside, and not just those 
tethered.

The provisions require animals to be 
removed from harsh weather conditions 
“that endanger their health, safety, or 
well-being. “

The regulations on tethering say, “A 
person shall not confine, tether, or oth-
erwise allow an animal to remain in 
outside areas without access to proper 
shelter.” There are also prohibitions on 
use of certain tethering devices.

Dowd said the emphasis would be on 
education, but there are fines for failure 
to comply -- $100 for the first offense, 
$200 for the second and $400 for the 
third.

No one testified at a public hearing 
on the proposal at the BOCC’s Dec. 10 
meeting prior to the adoption of the or-
dinance changes. Vaughan said she had 
received comments on the proposal, and 
they were all positive.

The BOCC enthusiastically embraced 
the changes. Commissioner Mike Hart, 
who was not at the workshop session in 
which the proposal was originally pre-
sented, said, “I am very happy to see 
this.”

Hart said he would turn a deaf ear to 
anyone who complained about the regu-
lations. “Their comments are immaterial 
to me. It’s just cruelty.”

Hart added, “Barking is just their way 
of speaking that they are in trouble.”

Commissioner Vice President Kelly 
McConkey urged staff to get the word 
out about the changes so the public could 
notify them if they see any animals in 
danger.

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Animal Control 
Regulations Modified
Creates Safety Alerts for Bad Weather

Photo courtesy of People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals.

Senator Thomas V. “Mike” Miller was Grand Marshal of the annual Pat Carpenter Holiday 
Parade Dec. 7 in North Beach.

Miller Leads North Beach Parade
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Santa paid his annual visit to the county commissioners at their Dec. 3 meeting. President Tim Hutchins had a three-word wish –- “Peace on Earth.”

Santa Comes Down Courthouse Chimney

The 2019 Maryland School Report 
Card, released today, provides an en-
hanced and comprehensive picture of 
school and school system performance, 
with new indicators about achievement 
among student groups, input from stu-
dents and educators, and information 
about whether schools have improved 
since last year.

Available now on the Maryland State 
Department of Education’s (MSDE) 
School Report Card website, MdRe-
portcard.org, updated data includes 
2018-2019 school assessment results, 
percentile rankings, Star Ratings, newly 
released state science assessment re-
sults for elementary and middle school 
students, and indicators of school 
improvement.

The Maryland Report Card website 
features individual school report cards, 
which measure a wide range of factors. 
In addition to achievement on state as-
sessments, each Maryland School Re-
port Card looks at factors such as growth 
in achievement, high school graduation 
rates, student access to a well-rounded 
curriculum, progress in achieving Eng-
lish language proficiency, and readiness 
for postsecondary success. The Report 
Card for the school district is also avail-
able on the site.

For the first time, the Report Card also 
includes the results of a statewide School 
Survey, which was taken by students in 
grades 5 through 11 and educators in ev-
ery school. It provides a composite score 
based on input about safety, community, 
environment, and relationships, all of 
which are important factors in support-
ing a positive learning environment for 
all students. There is also detailed infor-
mation about the performance of student 
groups, since schools are accountable for 
serving all learners.

In Calvert County Public Schools, 
three schools earned three stars, four-

teen earned four stars, and five earned 
five stars. Statewide, 74% of schools 
earned three or four stars. 

Dr. Daniel D. Curry, superintendent, 
said, “We are looking forward to review-
ing this new look at data, much of which 
we are already familiar, to better plan for 
the future.”

The new Maryland School Report 
Card was an important component of 
Maryland’s detailed plan to implement 
ESSA by addressing accountability and 
innovation. The plan, written over the 
course of 18 months with unprecedented 
input and support of stakeholders, was 
approved by the United States Depart-
ment of Education in early 2018.

State Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Karen Salmon stressed that the new 
features of the 2019 Maryland School 
Report Card are significant in chart-
ing school improvement and equity, 
which are two of the highest priorities of 
MSDE. 

“When we unveiled the new Maryland 
Report Card last year, we envisioned 
that this tool would evolve to remain rel-
evant and important in school improve-
ment efforts statewide,” Dr. Salmon 
said. “We hope this will help everyone 
gain a better understanding of how each 
school is doing and provide inspiration 
about how we can work together to make 
our schools the best they can be for all 
students.”

Press Release from  
Calvert County Public Schools

State Releases School 
Report Card Website
Five Calvert Schools Earn Five Stars

Housing Task Force 
Issues Update
Market Trend Analysis Proposed
By Dick Myers
Editor

The county’s Housing for All Task 
Force has presented a preliminary report 
to the county commissioners with four 
recommendations. Task force Chairman 
Rev. Dana Jones and Director of Com-
munity Resources Jennifer Moreland 
made the report at the commissioners’ 
Dec. 10 meeting.

The first recommendation was devel-
opment of a “Market Trend Analysis 
that will project future population trends 
and estimate housing needs,” according 
to Moreland. She said the Metropolitan 
Washington Council of Governments 
recently completed a similar analysis, 
albeit on a much larger scale.

Moreland said, “The reality is that 
though we have current population/hous-
ing data, we do not have detailed projec-
tions for planning purposes.”

One recognized trend is the aging 
population. Moreland said senior citi-
zens would make up 30 percent of the 
county’s population by 2030, a more 
than 50 percent increase. Will they age 
in place or choose to downsize, creating 
more available housing stock?

It is envisioned the Market Trend 
Analysis would take a year to complete. 
Monies for it have not yet been budgeted.

The other recommendations were:
•	 Educate community on existing 

workforce housing shortage;
•	 Use market trend analysis to begin 

incentives to meet the need; and 
•	 Several options involving allowing 

planned unit developments with more 
flexible zoning.

Moreland said it is believed Calvert is 
the only county in the state that doesn’t 
have planned unit development provi-
sions in its zoning ordinance.

Commissioner Buddy Hance wanted 
to know the definition of affordable 
housing in Calvert. Jones said Calvert 
is under the influence of the DC metro 
area. “Calvert County has changed sig-
nificantly,” he said, so the figure for af-
fordability was probably a $50,000 in-
come, noting there were many jobs here 
that make less than that.

Hance said the goal should be jobs 
that paid more than Chick-fil-A or Home 
Depot.

Jones, who is the former director of 
Tri-County Community Action Com-
mittee, said the ideal would be to have 
an 80 percent upper income population 
in the county. Those people live in nice 
brick houses, he said. But he observed 
that some areas have such residences 
that look the same on the outside but are 
fitted out to house four families inside, 
creating workforce housing.

Providing jobs for young people to 
stay requires also providing housing for 
them.  Jones observed, “There is not a lot 
of housing for them.”

The trend is away from public housing, 
Commissioner President Tim Hutchins 
said. “Isolated communities are not the 
answer.”

He said the answer was providing the 
incentives for the private sector to fill the 
need.

The Housing for All Task Force will 
present a final report to the commission-
ers next March.

dickmyers@countytimes.net 
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Cops & Courts

If you have created a living trust, 
you have already taken steps to 
avoid the probate process.  The 
concept of the living trust is to re-
title all of a person’s assets into the 
name of their trust so that when 
they die they are not holding any 
assets into their sole name and 
therefore there is no probate. But, 
beware.  A living trust is just what 
it says—a living document.  If you 
have a living trust you must make 
sure you have (1) placed all your 
assets into the name of your trust; 
and (2) kept your trust and benefi-
ciary designations up to date.

 Placing your assets into your 
living trust.

So many times clients have 
come to see me proudly holding 
their binders for their living trusts.  
Upon review, I have found that the 
client’s assets are not in the trust 
and, without that, the assets must 
go through the probate process to 
get to loved ones.

Unfortunately, many people who 
have living trusts die without re-
alizing that they have not funded 
their trusts and their loved ones 
then have to go through the pro-
bate process—something their liv-
ing trusts are intended to prevent.

For example, you must re-title 
your house into the name of your 
living trust through filing a new 
deed to the house.  The house will 
not technically be moved into the 
trust by simply saying so in the 
trust document. The same holds 
true for your other assets.  Each 
asset is different, but the approach 
must be the same—fill out al re-
quired forms to technically re-title 
the asset.

How does it happen that some 
clients have no assets in their 
trusts?  Some attorneys that cre-
ate living trusts require that their 
clients take all the steps necessary 
to re-title the assets into the name 
of the trust.  I recommend you do 
not obtain a living trust without 
assurances that the attorney will 
prepare all transfers of your assets 
into the trust.  This is not some-
thing you should try to do yourself.  
First, life often intervenes in plans 
and clients do not have the time 
or knowledge to figure out how to 
re-title their assets.  Second, mov-
ing assets can be complicated with 
various forms to fill out that are 
confusing.  The clients should not 
have to do work to fund their trusts.  
They attorneys should do that work 
for the clients.  The practical effect 
of having the client do the work to 

fund the trust is that clients do not 
re-title the assets.  

Don’t let this be your reality.  
If you already have a living trust, 
make sure all your assets have been 
re-titled into the name of your liv-
ing trust.  And, don’t forget.  If you 
acquire a new piece of real prop-
erty, acquire it in the name of the 
trust so that you do not need to file 
a separate deed to re-title it.  Most 
attorneys will provide you with 
an affidavit of trust to enable you 
to provide a document to the title 
company so that they can title the 
property in the name of your trust.

 Keep Your Living Trust Up to 
Date

In our practice, we meet with cli-
ents every few years to update their 
trusts.  Why?  We want to make sure 
that the clients have not purchased 
an asset (like a house, for example) 
in their sole name.  If they have, we 
will take steps to prepare a deed to 
transfer the house into the name of 
their trust. Often, clients’ wishes 
will change over time.  Clients 
that have named certain beneficia-
ries for their estates may wish to 
change the names of beneficiaries.  
Beneficiaries may die and precipi-
tate a change.  Investments and 
brokers may change.  Retirement 
funds may change, etc.  Whatever 
it is, you must keep on top of the 
changes in your life by including 
the changes in your living trust 
package.  If you do not, there may 
be terrible consequences.

For example, one married couple 
prepared a living trust and the wife 
died leaving her share to the hus-
band.  The husband remarried but 
the trust was never changed to re-
flect this.  On the death of the hus-
band, part of the estate went to the 
relatives of the first wife.  

It isn’t difficult to amend a trust 
to make changes.  The concept of a 
living trust is to avoid the hassles 
of the probate process and create a 
very easy transition for loved ones 
when you die. But the transition is 
only going to be an easy one is the 
trust is up to date.  If you have not 
reviewed your living trust in more 
than three or four years, do it now.

If you would like to learn more 
about living trusts and other estate 
planning matters, join me at 11am 
on the third Wednesday of each 
month at our office at 8906 Bay 
Avenue, North Beach.  Call 301-
855-2246 to reserve your spot.

Lyn Streigel

IF YOU HAVE A LIVING 
TRUST, PLEASE READ THIS During the week of November 25 – De-

cember 1 deputies of the Calvert County 
Sheriff’s Office responded to 1,287 calls 
for service throughout the community.

Burglary: 19-69087
On November 28, 2019, Deputy Barger 

responded to Little Cove Point Road in 
Lusby for the report of a burglary. The 
complainant advised that sometime be-
tween 3:00pm on November 27th and 
12:20am on November 28th, an unknown 
suspect(s) broke into their home and stole 
their black RCA Cambio W101 V2 2 in 1 
computer, as well as a Husqvarna chainsaw, 
the black chainsaw case, and a Craftsman 
impact wrench from their vehicle parked 
behind the residence. The total value of 
stolen property is $375.

Damaged Property: 19-69486, 
19-69489 

On November 30 2019, Deputy Deleon 
responded to two residences on Chipping-
wood Drive in Port Republic for the report 
of damaged property. The complainant ad-
vised that sometime between 2:00am and 
7:30am on November 30th, an unknown 
suspect(s) drove through their yard and 
damaged their mailboxes. The value of 
damaged property is $100 per mailbox. 

Damaged Property: 19-69629
On December 1, 2019, Deputy Burggraff 

responded to Flag Harbor Boulevard in St. 
Leonard for the report of damaged proper-
ty. The complainant advised that sometime 
between November 29th and December 1st, 
and unknown suspect(s) burned or melted 
four locations on the cover of their motor 
home. The value of damaged property is 
$500.

Theft: 19-68552
On November 25, 2019, Deputy Wood 

took a report of theft from a vehicle. The 
complainant stated that sometime between 
December 25, 2018 and October 15, 2019, 
an unknown suspect(s) broke the passenger 
side window of the vehicle and stole jew-
elry from the center console. Items stolen 
were a 10” Gold bracelet, a gold 1966 class 
ring, and a gold ring with a cat’s eye stone. 
The total value of stolen property is $3,725.

Arrests:
On November 25, 2019, Deputy Rzep-

kowski conducted a traffic stop on North 
Solomons Island Road at Walnut Creek 
Road in Huntingtown. Upon making con-
tact with the driver, Crystal Kay Sweeney 

(38), Deputy Rzepkowski 
was advised by Cal-
vert County Emergency 
Communications that 
Sweeney had an active 
warrant through Anne 
Arundel County. Swee-
ney was placed under ar-

rest and transported to the Calvert County 
Detention Center where she was asked if 
she had any drugs on her person, Sweeney 
advised she did not have drugs. A search 
of Sweeney upon entering the detention 
center resulted in a clear plastic baggie con-
taining suspected marijuana, as well as a 

brown plastic bag containing two suspect-
ed Amphetamine and Dextroamphetamine 
pills. Sweeney was charged with CDS: Pos-
session- Not Marijuana and Possession of 
Contraband in a Place of Confinement. 

On November 26, 2019, Deputy Parks 
conducted a traffic stop on South Solomons 
Island Road at Parran Road in St. Leonard. 
Upon making contact with the driver, he de-
tected a strong odor of marijuana was ema-
nating from the vehicle. The driver and pas-
senger were removed from the vehicle and 
a search was conducted, which resulted in 
a .40 Caliber bullet found on the passenger 
side floor board. After briefly resisting, the 
passenger, Daquan Gregory Holden (24), 

was detained by deputies 
and a search of his person 
was conducted resulting 
in a .40 Caliber extended 
magazine holding 18 
rounds of ammunition. 
Holden was placed under 
arrest and transported to 

the Calvert County Detention Center where 
he was charged with Resisting/ Interfering 
with Arrest, Obstructing and Hindering, 
and Illegal Possession of Ammunition. 

On November 28, 2019, Deputy Naugh-
ton conducted a traffic stop on Southern 
Maryland Boulevard at Camaleer Pass 
in Owings. Calvert County Emergency 
Communications advised the tags on the 
vehicle were reported stolen through Vir-
ginia. Upon making contact with the driv-
er, Reginald Ramael Datcher (49), the 

strong odor of marijuana 
was emanating from the 
vehicle. Calvert County 
Emergency Communica-
tions advised Datcher’s 
driver’s license was re-
voked in 1996 and the ve-
hicle he was driving was 

not registered. Datcher was removed from 
the vehicle and a search was conducted re-
sulting in numerous green flakes and sev-
eral small stems of suspected marijuana, 
as well as a Stinger P30T Airsoft pistol. 
Datcher was placed under arrest and trans-
ported to the Calvert County Detention 
Center where he was charged with Theft 
Less Than $100 and Concealed Dangerous 
Weapon. 

On December 1, 2019 Deputy Rzep-
kowski responded to Prince George’s 
County Police Department to arrest Bran-
di Lynn Kelley (36), who had two active 

warrants through Calvert 
County. While transport-
ing Kelley to the Calvert 
County Detention Cen-
ter, Deputy Rzepkowski 
asked if Kelley had any-
thing on her person, to 
which Kelley advised she 

did not. Upon entering the detention center, 
a search of Kelley was conducted which 
revealed a silver folding knife. Kelley was 
charged with Possession of Contraband in 
a Place of Confinement.

Calvert County Sheriff’s 
Office Crime Blotter
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FUEL DELIVERY . JUMPSTART 
LOCKOUT . TIRE CHANGE

WINCHOUT . LOAD SHIFTS . STORAGE

MOTORCYLE & ACCIDENT TOWING

LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE

301-737-2636
pjstowing247@gmail.com

For All Your Towing And Roadside Needs!
AUTOMOTIVE MAINTANANCE AND REPAIR FACILITY 

22352 Three Notch Road • Lexington Park

240-237-8161

By Dick Myers
Editor

They are a small group 
with a small number of 
yearly calls for service, 
yet they fill a big need in 
a county surounded by 
water. Calls to the Cal-
vert County Rescue Dive 
Team (CCRDT) usually 
involve life or death situ-
ations with drowning the 
dire consequence.

The dive team was 
founded in 1988. Ac-
cording to their website: 
“The CCRDT responds 

to all water rescue calls 
in Calvert County and 
we are capable of con-
ducting dive rescue and 
recovery operations, ice 
rescue, swift water res-
cue, surface and under-
water Class A HAZMAT 
operations, and high-risk 
rescue with Personal Wa-
tercraft (PWC). In addi-
tion to responding to calls 
within the county, we also 
support local, state, and 
federal governments and 
charitable organizations 
in water rescue/recovery 
operations and public 

safety.”
The unit had its gen-

esis in several volunteer 
companies that saw the 
need, most notably North 
Beach, St. Leonard and 
Prince Frederick, accord-
ing to past chief Kenny 
Gray, who served in the 
leadership role for a total 
of 13 years in two stints. 
Gray filled in for this in-
terview for current chief 
Dan Furth, who is away 
on vacation.

Compared to the coun-
ty’s other volunteer fire 
and rescue companies that 

have been featured in this 
monthly series, CCRDT 
is the smallest, averaging 
about 20 and currently at 
22 members. But its year-
ly call volume, thankfully, 
is equally miniscule. Gray 
said, “We will average 25 
calls per year. That fluc-
tuates a little bit. I think 
the highest in my time as 
chief, when I was paying 
attention to the statistics, 
we were 33 calls in one 
year. We’ve had as few as 
10.”

When the unit was 
formed initially, many of 

the members belonged 
to other volunteer com-
panies as well, but that 
is not currently the case 
(only four do and Gray 
still runs with the North 
Beach VFD&RS). Most 
members live in Calvert, 
although four are from St. 
Mary’s and one is from 
southern Anne Arundel.

Gray explained, “Ev-
erybody that has joined in 
the last 15 to 18 years has 
been just from the com-
munity as a recreational 
scuba diver and most of 
the time they’ve been re-
cruited at one of our pub-
lic functions where we 
sit at an open house dur-
ing the Fire/Rescue/EMS 
Week. We set up at a table 
to show that we’re part of 
the community and peo-
ple come up and talk to 
us. And that’s where most 
of those numbers have 
come from.”

As to training, he said, 
“We adhere to the train-
ing standards for the In-

ternational Association of 
Dive Rescue Specialists.”  
But he added, “Anyone 
who comes into the team 
who wants to be a scuba 
diver already is asked to 
have their basic recre-
ational open water scuba 
certification. The team 
does not provide for that.”

As for the county’s 
other emergency services 
personnel, the training is 
rigorous. He explained, 
“We have a 40-hour train-
ing course on top of your 
basic open water that you 
have to go through.”

The basic open-water 
scuba training, he said, 
goes “through a course 
that involves some class-
room and some pool ses-
sions and a couple of open 
water sessions before you 
can get your certificate.”

Gray was asked if they 
had such a thing as a typi-
cal call. He said, “They’re 
all very unique types be-
cause there’s such a vari-
ety, like there’s not really 

Calvert County Rescue Dive Team: 
There When Needed

Zodiac 12 - Used for deploying divers during 
offshore operations or for transfers to other 
vessels. Also used for pond operations and 
extended shore searches.

The Mustang Ice Commander is the suit of choice for 
search and rescue teams, fire departments, and ice rescue 
professionals. The modular suit is completely waterproof with 
a water-tight hood, integrated gloves, and attached boots. 

Personal Watercraft (PWCs) - Used primarily for 
shoreline searches the PWCs are very useful in extreme 
shallow water. Because the PWCs can be used in very 
tight locations they are also ideal for high-risk rescue.

Mustang Ice Commander Rescue Suit - 
The Mustang Ice Commander is the suit of 
choice for search and rescue teams, fire 
departments, and ice rescue professionals. 
The modular suit is completely waterproof 
with a water tight hood, integrated gloves, 
and attached boots.
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a typical car accident oth-
er than a fender bender.”

Gray explained what 
happens when a call 
comes in. “All the indi-
vidual members go to the 
scene. We have three ve-
hicles for the dive team, 
one in the north end, one 
at Prince Frederick Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad, 
which is where our home 
base is, and one in the 
south end, currently at 
the Solomons fire depart-
ment. Members will go in 
the direction of those ve-
hicles. They have to pass 
it to go to a call and they 
go to the scene and we 
keep all of our equipment 
that we need to operate on 
those vehicles.”

He added, “If we have a 
call in Prince Frederick. I 
live up near North Beach. 
If the vehicle that’s al-
ready in North Beach is 
on the air, like any other 
fire department vehicle, 
then I head straight to the 
scene. And so, most of 
our guys will show up to 
the scene in their personal 
vehicles.”

Like all other depart-
ments they have regu-
lar monthly business 
meetings, on the second 
Wednesday. They belong 
to the county fire-rescue 
association.

But, in addition to the 
monthly business meet-
ings, they have regular 
drills plus dive training 
sessions at least six or 
seven times a year.

He said, “We try to 
train in as many situations 
that we can, that we would 
have to work at. Some-
times we’ll meet at a pond 
up in the north end of the 
county, or we’ll meet at a 
boat ramp or we’ll meet at 
a boat. So, then we go out 
and we train off one of the 
fire boats in the county.”

About their current 
manpower level, he said, 
“We’re comfortable. 
A couple more folks 
wouldn’t hurt, as every 
other organization in Cal-
vert County. We’re all vol-
unteer. So, we have times 

of the day where it’s very 
challenging to get mem-
bers to respond to a call. 
Weekends and evenings 
when people are home 
from work, it’s easier to 
get people to respond to a 
call. We’ve never failed to 
respond to our request for 
service.”

Still, he added, “Having 
some more folks is always 
helpful because people 
will fluctuate and change. 
And like me, I have a busy 
season and an off season, 
where I’m more available 
and less available. So that 
occurs with every one of 
us.”

But he doesn’t see any-
where in the future where 
the unit will have to be 
supplemented with paid 
staff, as is now happening 
in the county’s EMS ser-
vice. The call volume just 
doesn’t support it.

With water, everywhere 
in Calvert, the dive team is 
big on encouraging young 
people to take swim les-
sons. He said, “We help 
out with the other com-
panies and other public 
outreach programs such 
as St. Leonard does a fire 
camp with its kids each 
year and we help them 
with a component in there 
that’s involved with water 
safety, boat safety, per-
sonal safety when you’re 
in or around open water.”

He said, “I have good 
communication with the 
parks and recreation staff 
here in Calvert County 
and we every day, ev-
erywhere we’re at, we 
encourage parents when 
they come up to meet us 
to put their kids in swim 
lessons.”

Gray, who is currently 
the unit’s safety officer, 
observed that even though 
the calls vary, most are re-
lated to boat accidents.

Gray loves diving and 
when he goes on vaca-
tions, diving is always 
a part of it. “When I get 
the chance to go scuba 
dive somewhere around 
the world, I do.”  His fa-
vorite dive is on a cargo 
vessel wreck in Aruba. 
“It was just incredible to 
stand there on the scene 
and look up to corals that 
were extending 20, 25 feet 
up off the bottom of the 
ocean.”

A note of caution for 
recreational divers; “Nev-
er dive alone. Only time 
I am alone is in a swim-

ming pool.”
Gray was asked why he 

continues to volunteer. He 
responded, “It’s my way 
of being able to provide 
something back to the 
community that I live in 
because I have the ability 
to do so. This is not some-

thing everybody’s cut out 
to do. Not everybody can 
handle dealing with dead 
people. Not everybody 
can handle dealing with 
family members who are 
in one of their worst situ-
ations that they’ve experi-
enced in their lives. And 

I’ve got to have the ability 
to just manage and miti-
gate those things myself 
personally. That’s why I 
also run as an EMT and 
a firefighter. And so, it’s a 
way for me to give to my 
community of the abili-
ties that I have.”

He said anyone inter-
ested in the dive team 
“can contact us through 
the county’s website and 
applications are there or 
our website, www.ccrdt.
org.”

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Feature

Jimmy Hayden • Realtor
RE/MAX 100
Office: 301-884-9493 • Cell: 240-925-1928
www.jimmyhaydenrealtor.com

David Hall • Mortgage Specialist
22894 Three Notch Road • California, MD 20619 
Office: 301-643-9999 • Fax: 740-349-2689
CallEquity.com/David-Hall

Get Your Hero Rewards®

Average savings when using  
Homes For Heroes is $2400 

www.homesforheroes.com/affiliate/jimmy-hayden

Dave was extremely 
helpful in finding a 

mortgage that fit what 
I needed, as well as 
working with me to 

understand all of my 
options going forward.

“

”

Military, Law Enforcement, Teachers,  
Health Care Providers, EMS, & Firefighters

Get rewards using A Homes For Heroes agent when buying or selling real estate.

NMLS 1579/218001, MD 19954

Former Calvert County 
Rescue Dive Team chief 
Kenny Gray.
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Come 
Explore 

Leonardtown

Come 
Explore 

Leonardtown

Something for all from  
Primitive to Yesteryear

OPEN  MONDAY & THURSDAY - SATURDAY • 10 - 5 PM & SUNDAY • 10 - 4 PM

26005 POINT LOOKOUT RD • LEONARDTOWN MD 20650

240-309-4018

ANTIQUE • VINTAGE • COLLECTIBLES
ESTATE JEWELRY • MORE

GIVE THE GIFT 
OF PIZZA THIS 
HOLIDAY

41565 PARK AVENUE • LEONARDTOWN • MD 20650

We have

22725 Duke Street • LeonarDtown • MD
MonDay - SaturDay  10aM to 7pM  •  SunDay  11aM to 5pM

SHOP LOCAL!
UNIQUE GIFTS MADE  
BY LOCAL WOMEN

ALL HAND MADE!

Craft GuildCraft Guild
ShopShop

301-997-1644 • www.craftguildshop.net
26005 Point Lookout Road • Leonardtown, MD 20650

Located Next to Maryland Antiques Center

OPEN
HOUSE
SATURDAY
DECEMBER 14TH

10AM - 5PM

Handmade Gifts for Everyone on Your Holiday List
Demonstrations by Various Artists • Refreshments
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Craft Guild Shop

26005 Point Lookout Road • Leonardtown • MD 20650 • 301-997-1644
LOCATED NEXT TO MARYLAND ANTIQUES CENTER

OPEN
HOUSE
SATURDAY
DECEMBER 14TH

10AM - 5PM

SUNDAYDECEMBER 15TH 1PM - 3PMKAY SIMKINS WILL  BE PERSONALIZING CHRISTMAS  ORNAMENTS 

Handmade Gifts for Everyone on Your Holiday List
Demonstrations by Various Artists • Refreshments

Don’t forget to bring your Customer Card

A Look Inside
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come see 
Santa!

December 21 from 
11 am-2 pm

Enjoy cookies, take pictures, and 
a free gift for all the kids!

20375 Point Lookout Rd, Great Mills
www.dysonbuildingcenter.com / 301-994-9000

100% SOLAR POWERED

Finish your shopping! We have 
hundreds of great gift ideas 

for everyone on your list!

By Dick Myers

eDitor

If you are looking to shop this 
holiday season in a place with 
a story to tell, Grandmother’s 
Store is just right for you.

The building on Dowell Road 
in Solomons, just down the 
street from Annemarie Garden, 
dates back to 1904. It lived a 
good long life as a general store 
and post office before being 
converted into its current role 
as an antique, collectable and 
gift store operated by Brenda 
Dowell and her partner, who 

also own a store called the 
Harmon House Shoppes on 
Solomons Island. 

Brenda’s husband Bucky, who 
is retired and now helps out at 
the store, is the grandson of 
the store’s namesake, who was 
Sadie Garner Dowell. She had 
become postmistress after the 
death of her husband, Wilson, 
who had been postmaster there 
since 1913. The town was named 
after him. Before that it had 
been called Frazier’s. The post 
office was moved to a trailer 
down the street in recent years, 
but now has closed, having been 

consolidated with Solomons.

The building was added onto 
several times, the last being in 
1935, including the addition of a 
second floor. All of it was used 
by the general store and post 
office but in later years antiques 
were added until the complete 
conversion in 1983.

Brenda and Bucky have been 
married for 53 years. They 
met at Our Lady Star of the 
Sea school. She grew up on 
Solomons but later moved to 
Dowell near Bucky’s family 
home. Both rode the bus to 
school and that bus dropped 
off the kids in the neighborhood 
outside the store for candy and 
ice cream.

Bucky Dowell quipped, “I am 
now officially not working, 
however, I need a full-time job 
so I can have time off because 
she keeps me busy here.” His 
work life included the Air Force, 
Maryland State Police, and 
hospital and court security.

Shelves from the store, lined 
with some items from it, and 
the customer window from the 
post office share space among 
the items for sale in the old 
building’s eight rooms, packed 
with what Brenda estimates are 
tens of thousands of items.

Mrs. Dowell explained that the 
store’s merchandise is a mix of 
old and new, a perfect selection 
for holiday giving. She said, 

“We try to go for unique every 
year. For 30 some years we’ve 
had a theme tree and this year 
it’s wildlife. One of our vendors 
does handmade ornaments. 
They’re hand painted with crab 
shells, oyster shells, and other 
nautical items.”

Some other gift ideas, she said: 
“We have a full line of china 
sets and furniture. I do have 
depression glass. We sell jams 
and jellies made in Maryland and 
a full line of teapots and teas 
and things that ladies might be 
interested in.”

Dowell said, though, that for 
someone who really knows the 
likes and dislikes of the person 
receiving the gift, antiques can 
be a viable option. For instance, 
she said, “We keep a table here 
with predominantly men’s stuff 
and tools and I do sell antique 
tools and wood planes.”

For women, she said, “There’s 
just about anything they want to 
get interested in. For a person 
that you are having a hard time 
picking something out for, an 
arrangement with jellies and so 
forth makes a good gift. Teapots 
and teas are a good gift or that 
special teacup that all ladies like 
to have. We have those.”

Grandmother’s Store is open 
Friday through Tuesday, 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. through the holiday 
season.

DickMyers@countytiMes.net

Store Mixes History with the Holidays

BrenDa anD Bucky Dowell stanD in front of this year’s theMeD christMas 
tree at GranDMother’s store on Dowell roaD in solonons.

GranDMother’s store is lit up for the holiDay season.
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MICKEY MOUSE & FRIENDS EXPRESS 
LIONCHIEF SET WITH BLUETOOTH
SKU 683979

SANTA FREIGHT LINES LIONCHIEF SET
SKU  84787

HARRY POTTER HOGWARTS EXPRESS 
WITH FASTRACK & 7-11422 TWO PACK
SKU 7-11020

O MICKEY’S 90TH CELEBRATION SET 
WITH BLUETOOTH
SKU 1823050

301-475-5381 • 40845 MERCHANTS LANE
NEXT TO LEONARDTOWN ACE HARDWARE (UPSTAIRS)

SIDETRACKHOBBIES.COM

OVER 1000 DIFFERENT PIECES OF ROLLING STOCK & HUNDREDS OF ENGINES & ACCESSORIES
200+ DIFFERENT 0-GAUGE ENGINES TO EXPAND LAYOUTS • TRACKS • TRANSFORMERS • DIGITAL OPERATING SETS

THE POLAR EXPRESS 
PASSENGER SET WITH 
BLUETOOTH
SKU 684328

LIONELVILLE CIRCUS SPECIAL
SKU 11716

MICKEY’S WORLD TOUR TRAIN
SKU 11721

CHRISTMAS EXPRESS 
LIONCHIEF SET
SKU 82982

SANTA FE SUPER CHIEF  
LIONCHIEF SET
SKU 84719

THOMAS KINKADE CHRISTMAS LIONCHIEF SET
SKU  81395

THOMAS & FRIENDS  
CHRISTMAS FREIGHT  
SET WITH BLUETOOTH
SKU 85324

WED - FRI 9AM-5PM • SAT 9AM-3PM • SUN-TUES CLOSED

SEASONAL CLEARENCE
ON EVERYTHING LIONEL AND MTH TRAINS

OVER 20 “READY TO RUN” SETS TO CHOOSE FROM 
ALL ENGINES  

UP TO 40% OFF MSRP
ROLLING STOCK 

UP TO 50% OFF MSRP 
ALL ACCESSORIES 

UP TO 60% OFF MSRP

Sidetrack Hobbies is one of the premier Lionel & MTH O Gauge train stores, 
with 47 Years of experience in Leonardtown MD.

ALL, that is ALL, items are at least 10% below MSRP. Some items as low as 50% below MSRP. We have train sets, traditional 
and contemporary, (Digital) engines, (Steam& Diesel). Passenger cars, Freight cars, operating accessories, buildings, signs, and 
people and 47 years of free experience to answer your train layout questions. Now for the important part, if you spend $200 or 

more you will save an additional 10% on your total order. Offer EXCLUDES track and power supplies.

HUNDREDS OF ACCESSORIES
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Find the Magic of Christmas at...
ST. MARY’S COUNTY MUSEUM HOLIDAY EXHIBITS

CHRISTMAS DOLL & TRAIN EXHIBIT
OPEN DAILY • DECEMBER 1ST - JANAUARY 5TH • 12PM - 4PM

ST. CLEMENT’S ISLAND MUSEUM
38370 POINT BREEZE RD. • COLTON’S POINT, MD

FOR MORE INFO FACEBOOK.COM/SCIMUSEUM • 301-769-2222

A VERY RETRO CHRISTMAS
FROM THE 40’S TO THE 70’S

OPEN DAILY • DECEMBER 1ST - JANAUARY 5TH • 12PM - 4PM
PINEY POINT LIGHTHOUSE MUSEUM & HISTORIC PARK

44720 LIGHTHOUSE RD. •   PINEY POINT, MD 
FOR MORE INFO: FACEBOOK.COM/1836LIGHT • 301-994-1471

MUSEUM STORE
BOTH MUSEUM LOCATIONS

OPEN DAILY 12PM - 4PM

FREE TO SHOP, WITHOUT MUESUM ADMISSION. UNIQUE & LOCALLY-MADE GIFTS!
THE EXHIBITS & STORES OPEN DAILY EXCEPT CHRISTMAS EVE & CHRISTMAS DAY

By Guy Leonard

Staff Writer

This will be the second Christmas season 
for Shepherd’s Old Field Market (SOF), 
the combination mall for boutique shops 
and food and drink vendors in downtown 
Leonardtown, said SOF owner Gerrie 
L’Heureux, but the community gathering 
place is even more festive than last year.

The major event for SOF this Christmas 
season will be Dec. 15 for an open house 
featuring caroling, a barbershop quartet 
and visits with Santa Clause.

The open house also includes a photo booth 
for visitors to take pictures of themselves in 
a holiday theme; hors d’oeuvres and drinks 
will also be provided free to guests at SOF, 
L’Heureux said.

“Each vendor has their own sales,” 
L’Heureux said. “A lot of them are getting 
their spaces stocked.”

“They’re decorating and getting in the 
Christmas spirit.”

SOF is a place where the products are 
unlike any others in St. Mary’s, L’Heureux 
said.

“A lot of the items are already unique, 
specialized or handmade,” she told The 
County Times.

The exterior of SOF is decorated like 
Whoville in the Dr. Seuss book The Grinch 
Who Stole Christmas.

The entire entry space of the marketplace 
has already been decorated to honor the 
Christmas season.

More than just a shopping experience, SOF 
also has food and drink available for visitors 
and their Brüdergarten offers alcoholic 
beverages in an upbeat bar atmosphere 
with games.

SOF is still growing, though it has far 
surpassed its occupancy and community 
interest from just a year ago, L’Heureux said.

“This Christmas there are a lot more 
vendors and a lot more variety,” L’Heureux 
said. “We’re still looking for more vendors 
and food court opportunities.

“You can’t rest on your laurels.”

L’Heureux wanted SOF to be more than 
just a gathering of boutique shops but 
a gathering place for the residents of 
Leonardtown as well, uniquely located to be 
accessible on foot as well as by vehicle.

“There are exciting things coming to SOF,” 
L’Heureux said. “We want people to make it 
a hangout, especially in bad weather.”

GuyLeonard@countytimeS.net

Shepherd’s Old Field Market Gears Up For Christmas

the interior of Shepherd’S oLd fieLd market iS 
decorated for chriStmaS from top to Bottom.

treatS Like hot chocoLate are there to Greet 
viSitorS thiS hoLiday SeaSon.
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28420 Point Lookout Rd.
Leonardtown MD

301.758.3258

Happy
 Holidays

Happy
 Holidays

from the
SOMD Hearth

Family

Stop by the showroom
Tuesday through Saturday

and take a look around.

Financing Available 
0% APR for 12 Months*

*0% APR for 12 Months over 4k if paid in full
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By Dick Myers

eDitor

If you’re not yet in the holiday 
spirit, Wentworth Nursery 
locations in Charlotte Hall and 
Prince Frederick are the places 
to go to transform you.

And transform is a perfect word 

to describe what happens there 
every year. “We pretty much 
tear the whole store down and 
put it back up as Christmas,” 
said Brittany Simpson, who 
oversees decorating the 
Charlotte Hall store.

Simpson has a team of store 
helpers. She said, “We usually 

pick nine to 10 themes. We 
have a couple of new themes 
this year, but we do the theme 
sections where we put up 
the whole Christmas tree and 
then have all the trees priced 
separately and the ornaments to 
sell.”

She added, “Then we do the 
big bows and tree toppers 
and everything. So, I’m trying 
to give a little bit of variety to 
everyone when they’re looking 
for something.”

New this year, she said, is 
“technically we’ve been calling 
it Regal; it’s essentially that old- 
fashioned white and blue, kind 
of like you would see on china.  
So, we have a whole section 
based off that that is blue and 
the red with the poinsettias.

Also new this year is “a Buffalo 
plaid section, which has all of 
the black and white plaid and 
the red and black plaid. 

Every year, she said, the nautical 
theme and the candy land 
section prove to be the most 
popular.

The trees at the Prince Frederick 
store are also themed, according 
to store manager Rebecca 
Sherman. “We have a fully-
decorated, 12-foot tall tree when 
you walk in and it’s flanked by 
other decorated trees as well. 
And it’s all inspiring,” she said.

Sherman added, “We have the 
huge tree that is a Woodland 
theme, with a lot of animals 

with wood textures and a little 
bit of metal texture. We have 
a multicultural tree, which is 
actually teal with some exciting 
succulent stems tucked into 
it and some really funny and 
interesting ornaments. We have 
things with traditional look to 
them, which are your red and 
green Santa and some retro kind 
of feel, and some more metallic 
gilded kind of a look.”

Of course, The Prince Frederick 
store is also filled with wreaths 
and ablaze in red from the 
poinsettias. But Sherman noted 
that a flower called anthurium is 
also an alternative. It’s a tropical 
flower and “some actually have 
kind of a kid candy-came kind 
of a stripe to them.”

It’s fun to watch the reaction 
when customers enter. Sherman 
said, “This year I’ve actually 
personally seen several people 
walk in and just say, ‘Wow!’ 
When kids are in, they walk 
around, and they look at all the 
trees. We actually have one tree 
that has ballerinas and unicorns 
and rainbows on it and kids 
really seem to love the trees.”

Simpson in the Charlotte Hall 
store said, “The whole store kind 
of just screams Christmas right 
now. So as soon as you walk 
in you kind of get bombarded 
with the lights. Typically, it’s an 
overall good reaction from all 
the customers.”

DickMyers@countytiMes.net

Lusby Commons Shopping Center
11743 HG Trueman RD. Lusby, MD 20657
www.maertensjewelry.com   410-394-3990

Designer Jewelry
Engagement Rings

Wedding Bands
Custom Design

Jewelry Repair
Watch Repair

Watch Batteries
Jewelry Appraisal

Nurseries Transformed into Winter Wonderlands

Poinsettias grown By Dawn anD her teaM at their charlotte hall 
greenhouses. Photo By reBecca sherMan.

DisPlay insiDe the charlotte hall wentworth’s store with owner 
richarD wentworth.
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Yappy holidays!

SAN SOUCI SHOPPING PLAZA  
22598 MacArthur Blvd.  

California, MD 20619
301.917.WASH (9274)

WAGNWASH.COM

PROUD TO BE LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

SCHEDULE HOLIDAY  
GROOMING  

APPOINTMENTS NOW!

TOYS
 

TREATS
 

WINTER  
GEAR

GREAT GIFTS TO

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS 

*Valid in-store at Wild Birds Unlimited
of Lexington Park or La Plata. One
discount per purchase. Offer not valid
on previous purchases, bird food, gift
cards, optics, DSC memberships or
sale items. Offer valid 12/23/2019. 

$5 Off $30*

58 Shining Willow Way, La Plata, MD
(301)934-1444 • www.wbu.com/laplata

46400 Lexington Village Way, Lexington Park, MD
(301)863-2473 • www.wbu.com/stmaryscounty
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By Guy Leonard

Staff Writer

Visitors to The Apple Basket 
antique and gift store in 
Mechanicsville this Christmas 
season will be greeted with 
spaces crammed full of holiday 
gifts and house accents.

But store manager Jason 
Chiarizia says what customers 
find is not nearly as much as 
was brought in before the 
season even began.

“We started putting Christmas 
stuff out since the beginning of 
October,” Chiarizia said. “In one 
day we can sell $1,000 worth in 
items.

“[The amount of items] has 
thinned out, believe it or not.”

Christmas is the biggest time of 
the year for The Apple Basket, 
which has been in business for 
more than 35 years; customers 
come from Southern Maryland 
and even farther away.

“People just come in here 
to get ready for the holiday 
season,” Chiarizia said. “They 
get ideas to decorate their own 
houses when they come here.

“We have people who will bring 
family and friends here when 
they come in for the holiday,” 
he said. “There are people who 
will travel hours just to come 
here.”

The ebb and flow of items 
coming into the shop consists 
in large part of antiques from 
estates as well as items that are 
specialty products; quite a few 
are hand made, Chiarizia said.

“We’re always buying stuff from 
estates,” he said. “Everything’s 
changing.”

The focus at The Apple Basket 
for the Christmas season, or 
any other time of the year, is 
finding unique items that are 
not likely to be found anywhere 
else.

“We’re always looking for 
something special,” Chiarizia 
said. “We’re looking for 
something that a homeowner 
really wants.”

Jewelry is an important 
product line in the store as are 
home goods and decorations; 
furniture is also in high demand.

Years ago, customers wanted 
furniture that was primitive and 
rustic in appearance, but years 

later, Chiarizia said, customers 
are looking for furniture that is 
painted with cleaner lines.

No matter the product, 
whether antique or newly 
made, Chiarizia said, nothing is 
brought into the store without 
being inspected and carefully 
considered.

“We hand pick everything in the 
store,” Chiarizia said.

Though interest in antiques, 
gifts and curios changes with 
the times, The Apple Basket 
hopes to provide St. Mary’s with 
the best the region has to offer.

“Good pieces will always be in 
style,” Chiarizia said.

The Apple Basket is located off 
of Route 235 on Mt. Zion Road.

GuyLeonard@countytimeS.net

The Apple Basket 
Gears Up For Christmas

the exterior at the appLe BaSket 
iS decked out for chriStmaS

chriStmaS nutcracker doLLS are 
pLentifuL at the appLe BaSket for 
hoLiday decorationS
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301-475-3111 | LEONARDTOWNFORD.COM
26322 POINT LOOKOUT RD, ROUTE 5 N 

LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650

YOUR YOUR HOMETOWN 
HOMETOWN 
FORD FORD DEALERDEALER

BRING THIS AD IN AND RECEIVE 3 YEARS OF NO CHARGE SCHEDULED 
MAINTENANCE ON EVERY VEHICLE PURCHASE

Our Gift to You and Yours!
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LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650
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YOUR YOUR 
HOMETOWN HOMETOWN 
FORD FORD 
DEALERDEALER BRING THIS AD IN AND RECEIVE 3 YEARS OF NO CHARGE SCHEDULED 
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Pat Carpenter Holiday Parade
North Beach Host Annual Event
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As a homeowner, you understand the havoc an extended power outage can have on your home. From a flooded basement to pipes 
that freeze and burst when your heating system is down, a power failure can cost you more than a night without TV or Internet 
access. As the #1 selling brand of automatic home standby generators, Generac continues to design and manufacture products to 
protect your home from threats like intense weather and cyberterrorism, which constantly endanger our overloaded power grid. For 
help identifying a backup power solution that can meet your needs and personal budget.  

Call today for a FREE in-home assessment.

What Will a Power Outage Cost You?  

 .cnI ,cirtcelE hcetrewoP
 selaS

  ecivreS
 etisbeW

 5895-892-042
 5895-892-042
 moc.celehcetrewop.www

dR hctoN eerhT dlO 02742  , doowylloH  , DM   63602

Hospice of St. Mary’s Festival of Trees
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Shade TreeS

Flowering TreeS

evergreen Screening

FruiT TreeS

SPecial 
order TreeS
Over 50 Varieties & Sizes

Pick up your copy at the store, we can  
e-mail you a copy, or check out our web site

WentworthNursery.com
 for our Special Order Tree Guide  

under the Special Promotions section.

The More You Buy 
The More You Save!!

Buy 2 or more trees 15gal. or larger Save 20% Off
Buy 5 or more trees 15gal. or larger Save 25% Off
Buy 10 or more trees 15gal. or larger Save 30% Off

Design, Layout, Delivery & Installation are Available
YOU PICK. WE PLANT!

ANNUAL BIG TREE SALEANNUAL BIG TREE SALE    Choose from 100’s of Trees!

$$25 OFF25 OFF
the the purchase purchase 
of one of one tree*tree*

**Pick up the coupon at our store and geta $25 per tree 
credit at time of purchase of any native tree 

priced at $75 or more. (NO MAIL-IN REQUIRED). 
*There is a list of qualifying trees on the www.trees.maryland.gov

Oakville
5 minutes North of Hollywood

41170 Oakville Road Mechanicsville, MD
301-373-9245 • 800-451-1427

Charlotte Hall
30315 Three Notch Rd,  

Charlotte Hall, MD
301-884-5292  800-558-5292

Prince Frederick
1700 Solomon’s Island Rd,  

Prince Frederick, MD
410-535-3664  866-535-3664

Holiday Hours
Mon-Fri. 8am-7pm

Sat. 8am-6pm
Sun. 9am-6pm

Holiday Hours
Mon-Fri. 7:30am-5pm

Sat. 7:30am-1pm
Sun. Closed

Prices Good Thru 
December 24th, 2019

Wentworth Nursery
All Concrete & 

Fountains $200 or more

50%
 OFF*

*Statuary Excluded

All Pond Liners,  
Kits & Filters

 ALL 50%
 OFF* 

*Pumps Excluded

All Telescope,Wicker & 
Aluminum Furniture

 ALL 50%
 OFF

winTer deer & rabbiT conTrol SeaSonal cloSeouTS

Bobbex
32 oz RTU

ONLY 
$1488

Liquid Fence
3 gal RTS

ONLY 
$2788

Shredded Hardwood 
Mulch

10 BAGS FOR 
$3750

Organic Plant-tone  
& Tree-tone

ONLY   
$1888

Dalen Deer Fencing
14’ x 75’

ONLY 
$3788

Soil condiTioner

18 lb. bag 3 cu. ft. bags

Fresh Cut Christmas Trees
Only the best Noble & Fraser Firs

Starting at $5999

Live Hardy Christmas Trees
Spruce, Pine & Holly. Plant a tradition this 

year.  Have a Green Christmas

25% Off All Sizes

BENEFITS OF A PRE-LIT TREE:
Today’s pre-lit trees offer a natural and realistic  
appearance and are easy to set up and store away.
• Strong branches can support heavier  

ornaments
• Bendable branches for greater  

decorating options.
• Flame retardant
• Pine Spore & Wood Mold Allergy Free
• No Watering
• No Mess with Needles or Sap 
• No Untangling String Lights

Artificial Tree SALE!
SAVE $50 to $200 Off Per Tree

Take an Extra
$100 OFF 
Trees priced from 

$550- $699

Take an Extra
$150 OFF 
Trees priced from 

$750- $899

Take an Extra
$75 OFF 

Trees priced from 
$429- $549

Take an Extra
$200 OFF 
Trees priced from 

$949 & Up

Take an Extra
$50 OFF  

7 1/2’ or taller trees  
$299 - $399

All Cactus
Buy 3 Get One FREE

All Air Plants
Buy 3 Get One FREE

All Succulents
Buy 3 Get One FREE

Buy 3 and 
Save $15 Off

All Poinsettias
Wentworth Grown, Premium Quality. 
Over 20 colors & varieties to choose.

Portable Fire Pits
Many styles to choose from.

SAVE 20%off

All Ornaments (Mix & Match)
Save 25% Off 

When Buying 5 or More

Buy 1 
Get 2nd One
50%off

Any Bird 
Feeder

Door Step Evergreens
Boxwood, Pine & Spruce. Decorate your  

front porch with a living evergreen.  
Plant in the ground after winter.

Buy 1 Get 
2nd One 50%off

Big Green EggBig Green Egg
Get a $100 Worth of BGE Supplies

with Small or Medium Egg purchase
Save $200 Worth of BGE Supplies

with Large or X-Large Egg purchase

All Metal Garden Benches

Any Style 50%off

All Pruners
and

Hand 
Tools

NOW
25%off

All Outdoor Garden Statuary
NOW 25%off  

Wentworth Nursery’s
CC hristmashristmas  SS hophop

southern maryland’s southern maryland’s 
largestlargest
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Southern Maryland Electric 
Cooperative (SMECO) employ-
ees held two fund-raising events 
and recently donated $57,450 to 
three organizations in Southern 
Maryland: The Arc Southern 
Maryland in Calvert County, 
Spring Dell in Charles County, 
and Bay Community Support 
Services in St. Mary’s County. 
Each organization will receive 
$19,150. “We selected these 
three organizations that assist 
intellectually and developmen-
tally disabled people as this 
year’s recipients because they 
provide services to individuals 
and families who need support 
for everyday living,” said Nata-
lie Cotton, SMECO’s govern-
ment affairs and community 
relations director.

“Contributing to these groups 
that help Southern Maryland 
families enjoy meaningful lives 
is an honor,” said Richard Jar-
boe, SMECO supply chain di-
rector. “Our annual charity golf 
outing has become an extraordi-
nary fundraising event because 
we are able to work with our 
vendors, who make big-hearted 
contributions. It means a great 
deal to us to be able to provide 
a donation that will help make 
our community even better.” 

SMECO employees raised 
the money through the SMECO 
Annual Charity Golf Outing 
in October and the SMECO 
75 Bike Ride held in June. The 
events are supported by SME-
CO vendors, the cooperative’s 
board and executive team, and 
employees who volunteer. The 
cooperative selects different or-
ganizations each year to benefit 
from its fundraising events. In 
seven years, SMECO employee 
fund-raisers have contributed 
$328,100 to local organiza-
tions. Contributions, which 
may be tax deductible, can be 
made to the SMECO Charitable 
Foundation. 

The Arc Southern Maryland 
is dedicated to their mission: 
creating opportunities for inde-
pendence and personal success 
for people with different abili-
ties in inclusive communities. 
“We believe everyone deserves 
a good quality of life and that 
small steps to independence 
empower each person and their 
family. Opportunities don’t just 
happen; they have to be creat-
ed,” said Renee Seigley, Direc-
tor of Development. “We are so 
thankful to SMECO and their 
event participants for support-
ing our work. We will utilize 
these funds, in part, to enhance 

our vocational training and ca-
reer placement programs.”  

Bay Community Support 
Services (Bay-CSS) assists in-
dividuals in St. Mary’s County 
with increasing their participa-
tion in the activities of daily 
living and promotes indepen-
dence. “Our clients want to be 
included in the workforce and 
the community. We help them 
with obtaining and keeping 
jobs, and we encourage them 
to enjoy their interests, such 
as attending worship services 
and participating in other ac-
tivities,” said Catherine Raines, 
R.N., Chief Executive Officer. 
“Our organization plans to use 
the SMECO contribution to 
create an adaptive and inclusive 
music therapy program led by a 
board certified music therapist. 
Additionally, Bay-CSS plans 
to create adaptive computer 
labs at our day activity centers 
for employment, learning, and 
recreation.” 

For more than 50 years, 
Spring Dell in Charles County 
has supported adults with dis-
abilities. “We are committed to 

helping the people we support 
achieve independence and find 
gainful employment. There are 
so many opportunities for them 
in our community, and it’s our 
job to assist them with find-
ing out what they enjoy doing, 
no different than anyone else,” 
said Angie Keesee, Director of 
Marketing and Development. 
Spring Dell plans to use the 
contribution from SMECO to 
supplement funds designated for 
their Work Readiness Program, 
which assists people in devel-
oping job skills to be ready for 
the workplace by teaching them 
interpersonal skills, teamwork, 
and customer service. Keesee 
added, “Improving the lives of 
others is important work, and 
we are grateful for the support 
and opportunities we receive 
from the community.” 

Cotton added, “We are al-
ready planning our ninth annual 
bike ride for June 6, 2020. Next 
year, our contributions will 
go to organizations concerned 
with preventing and treating in-
dividuals and families affected 
by the opioid epidemic.”

Cyclists who want to par-
ticipate in the SMECO 75 Bike 
Ride can register online at Ac-
tive.com beginning January 
1, 2020. The SMECO 75 Bike 
Ride is open to the public. Par-
ticipants can choose among 
three routes of 29, 47, and 75 
miles that start at the co-op’s 
headquarters in Hughesville 
and go as far as Colton’s Point 
in St. Mary’s County. Accord-
ing to Cotton, “Our employees 
and vendors make the SMECO 
75 bike ride successful and fun. 
The community atmosphere 
and enthusiasm of the partici-
pants make the event a great 
experience. Raising funds for 
deserving organizations is a 
bonus.” 

Cotton said, “We are espe-
cially thankful for business 
partners who help raise funds by 
providing donations and partic-
ipating in the event. Major con-
tributors include ABB, Adams 
Jenkins and Cheatham, Booth 
and Associates, CGI, Cigna 
Health, Community Bank of 
the Chesapeake, CW Wright 
Construction, DLA Piper LLP, 

Duncan Weinberg Genzer Pem-
broke, Glen and Barbara Ives, 
Hafets and Associates, ICF 
International, IP Datasystems, 
Keller and Heckman, McNees 
Wallace and Nurick LLC, MSI 
Inc., New River Electrical Cor-
poration, Prudential, Schiebel 
Construction, Sensus USA, 
TRC, UDC, Venable Founda-
tion, and VFP, and we thank 
them for their support.” 

Jarboe added, “We are grate-
ful to our Golf Outing sponsors 
for their generous contributions. 
Platinum Sponsors include Al-
tec, Anixter, CDW, Brandywine 
Power, ICF International, Irby 
Utilities, Lawrence Abell & As-
sociates, New River Electrical 
Cooperation, PJ Martini & As-
sociates, Sargent & Lundy LLC, 
The Okonite Company, TRC 
Solutions, and Wesco Utility. 
Gold Sponsors include Bradley 
Electrosales Corp., Itron, Me-
ridian Imaging Solutions, SMO 
Energy, and Super Salvage. We 
rely on them for their donations 
and appreciate their assistance.”

Press Release from SMECO

SMECO Employees Raise $57,450 

Pictured from left are Carolyn Robinson, Spring Dell program participant; Catherine Raines, R.N., Chief Executive Officer of Bay-CSS; Renee Seigley, 
Director of Development of The Arc Southern Maryland; Stephanie Raines, Bay-CSS Director of Marketing and Development; Angie, Keesee, Director 
of Marketing and Development of Spring Dell; Melanie Dutton, Spring Dell program participant; Natalie Cotton, SMECO’s government affairs and 
community relations director; Denise Chalmers, senior buyer at SMECO; and Austin J. Slater, Jr., SMECO president and CEO. 
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The Calvert County Minority Alliance 
(CCMBA) starts its 14th program year 
with newly elected board members and 
officers. CCMBA’s 2019-2021 officers 
and board represent various industries.

The officers include President Bry-
ant Parker, Elite Martial Arts Academy, 
Inc.; Vice President,Roseanna Vogt, the 
Circle of Angels Initiative; Secretary 
Shanae Gray, the Gray-Brown Produc-
tions; and Christine Coates, CC Profes-
sional Tax Services.

The board members include Gayle 
Reid, Reid and Reid Bus Service, Inc.; 
Andrea “Chris” Banks, Exit 1 Stop 
Realty Dunkirk MD; Joel Hill, Berean 
Employment Screening Solutions; and 
Dawn L. Tucker (Membership Chair), 
Lord and Tucker Management Consul-
tants, LLC.

CCMBA’s program year runs from 
July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020. Ac-
tivities for the year will focus on mar-
keting and developing its members and 
providing opportunities for the overall 
business community based in Southern 
Maryland.

The first power packed event on Sep-
tember 19, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. features 
speakers Donald Anderson of Taylor and 
Anderson and the Edsel M. Brown, Jr. of 
Edsel M. Brown, Jr. Group who will dis-
cuss strategies to build wealth, financial 
planning options, strategies to exit their 
business, and options for retirement.

For more information on Calvert 
County’s Minority Business Alliance, 
including updates on all planned activi-
ties and events visit www.ccmba.org or 
email info@ccmba.org.

Minority Business Alliance 
Elects New Board Members

Leadership Southern 
Maryland’s Class of 2020 
held its first of nine pro-
gram sessions n Oct. 3 to 
learn about economic and 
workforce development in 
the tri-county region. The 
program was sponsored 
by the Calvert County 
Department of Economic 
Development  and the 
Charles County Econom-
ic Development Depart-
ment.   Ruthy Davis LSM 
‘14, director of regional 
workforce and business 
development for Tri-
County Council of South-
ern Maryland was the ad-
vocate for the session and 
planned the day’s events.

The day opened at the 
Charles County American 
Job Center in Waldorf, 
Maryland where the class 
toured the mobile career 
center and heard from 
job service specialist su-
pervisor, Cheryl Thorne 
of the Maryland Depart-
ment of Labor.  The group 
then moved to Regency 
Furniture Stadium where 
they were welcomed by 
Southern Maryland Blue 
Crabs general manager, 
Courtney Knichel. This 
was followed by a panel 
discussion on economic 
development current hot 
topics with the economic 
development office repre-
sentatives from Calvert, 
Charles, and St. Mary’s 
counties (Kelly Robert-
son-Slagle LSM’10, Mar-
cia Keeth LSM’18, Chris 

Kaselemis).
The class then explored 

the topic of diversifying 
the local economy fol-
lowed by a presentation 
on creating entrepre-
neurial communities by 
Wynne Briscoe, acting 
director for the southern 
region of the Small Busi-
ness Development Center.  
The day concluded with 
Davis along with Pam 
Wilkerson LSM’19 from 
the Tri-County Council of 
Southern Maryland brief-
ing the class on meeting 
the region’s workforce de-
velopment demands and 
soft vs. hard skills.

At the conclusion of 
the program day, the class 
traveled to the home of 
LSM board president, 

Sam Baldwin LSM’16 
where they joined gradu-
ates and friends to cele-
brate LSM Homecoming.

Leadership Southern 
Maryland is a nine-month 
tuition-based program 
and is designed and dedi-
cated to educate and in-
spire a diverse group of 
current and emerging 
leaders to create collabo-
rations and partnerships 
to impact the community 
needs of Calvert, Charles, 
and St. Mary’s counties 
and incorporates a cross-
section of the region to 
include diversity of geo-
graphic location, profes-
sion, ethnicity and gender.

Press Release from LSM

The Koenig Private Foundation, Inc., 
and Ann’s Circle, Inc., the two non-profit 
organizations that cooperatively operate 
and support Annmarie Sculpture Garden 
& Arts Center, are pleased to announce 
that Pamela Shilling has been hired as the 
first full-time Development Director for 
the garden. This new position reflects the 
need to broadly expand public and private 
support for Annmarie and develop a com-
prehensive strategy to ensure the long-term 
sustainability of the beloved Southern 
Maryland park.

“We are thrilled to welcome Pam to this 
new position at Annmarie.   In the short 
time she has been with us, I have been 
struck by her thoughtful consideration of 
the opportunities and challenges we face 
as we ramp up our fund-raising efforts.  
She is an exceptionally creative and re-
sourceful addition to the Annmarie team,” 
said Stacey Hann-Ruff, director, Annma-
rie Garden.   

Annmarie Garden was donated to the 
people of Calvert County in 1991 by Fran-
cis and Ann Marie Koenig, as a testament 
to their love of the county, with the inten-
tion that the thirty-acre property be devel-
oped into a sculpture and botanical garden.  
The property is owned and partially sup-
ported by the Calvert County Government 
and is operated by two non-profit organi-
zations – the Koenig Private Foundation, 
Inc. and Ann’s Circle, Inc. - with a mission 
to connect people to art and nature through 
a wide variety of activities and programs.  
Since 1991, the garden has grown into an 
important community asset and popular 
tourist destination, with more than 75,000 
visitors annually.  The garden display nu-
merous sculptures on loan from the Smith-
sonian Institution, but is not managed nor 
funded by the Smithsonian.  

For the past twenty years, Annmarie 
Garden has enjoyed annual financial sup-
port from two charitable trusts distributed 
through the Koenig Private Foundation.  
These trusts were established by Francis 
and Ann Koenig and were designed to 
distribute funds for twenty years to their 
favorite charities, including Annmarie 
Garden.  Over the years, these funds have 
helped further the development of Annma-
rie Garden and supported the general oper-
ating budget.  

In addition to the trusts, operating 
funds have been derived from the Calvert 
County Government, grants, rental fees, 
admission and membership fees, event 
revenues, private donations, and business 
sponsorships.   Collectively, these support 
streams have ensured the annual operation 
of the garden, as well as the gradual en-
hancement of programs and activities, the 
sculpture collection, the buildings, and the 
lovely grounds. 

With the cessation of the two charitable 
trusts this past March, the garden must 
find new revenue sources for about 10% of 

its $1.2 million 
operating bud-
get.   The hiring 
of Ms. Shilling 
marks a crucial 
step in closing 
this funding 
gap, which will 
require greater 
public and pri-
vate investment 
in the garden 
and its mission. Working closely with the 
Annmarie staff and the boards of both the 
Koenig Private Foundation and Ann’s Cir-
cle, Ms. Shilling will lead the creation and 
implementation of a comprehensive devel-
opment strategy.  The strategy will include 
a push for increased financial support from 
public and private sources, as well as seek-
ing out new grant opportunities and identi-
fying and cultivating new donors.  

With a track record of impressive ser-
vice to the community that includes art 
and nature programs for both young and 
old; rotating exhibits showcasing the art-
work of both local and national talents; and 
well-known events such as Artsfest, MLK 
Days, Artists In Action, Halloween in the 
Garden, the Maker’s Market, the Insecti-
val, and Garden in Lights, both boards are 
optimistic that sufficient financial support 
will be secured to sustain the garden and 
continue its service to the community.

“Annmarie Garden would never have 
been able to grow into what it is today 
without the long-term support of the chari-
table trusts.  We are humbled by the faith 
that Mr. & Mrs. Koenig had in the garden 
and are eager to carry their vision forward 
into the future,” reports Lee Woodfin, 
President, Ann’s Circle, Inc.

Shilling brings a wealth of experience in 
marketing, development, and communica-
tions to the position, including many years 
working at the American Chestnut Land 
Trust, the National Defense University 
Foundation, and the Phillips Collection, to 
name but a few.  Although she was quick-
ly thrust into the busy Annmarie event 
schedule, Ms. Shilling is carving out time 
to meet with existing donors and support-
ers to discuss the very exciting future of 
Annmarie Garden.  Expect to see her out 
in the community meeting with communi-
ty philanthropists along with leaders from 
the government and business community.

To learn more about how you can sup-
port Annmarie Sculpture Garden & Arts 
Center, please contact Pamela Shilling, 
Development Director, at 410-326-4640 
or donor@annmariegarden.org.   To learn 
more about Annmarie Sculpture Garden 
& Arts Center stop by or visit www.an-
nmariegarden.org. 

Press Release from Annmarie Sculpture 
Garden & Arts Center

Leadership Class Experiences 
Economic & Workforce Development

Annmarie Garden Hires 
Development Director
New Position Expands Fundraising Effort

 Pamela Shilling

Members of the Class of 2020 worked on their nonprofit 
projects while enjoying the view and fall weather at Regency 
Furniture Stadium during Leadership Southern Maryland’s 
Economic & Workforce Development session on October 3rd
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MEET VERONICA
A beautiful, spunky kitty with 
lots of love to give! She has been 
at the shelter for 20 weeks anxiously 
awaiting her forever home! Veronica’s 
piercing green eyes will have you fall in love with her! If you 
think Veronica might be the girl for you then come on in for a 
meet and greet! Being Pet of the Week Veronica’s adoption 
fee has been waived for all qualified adopters!
The Linda L. Kelley Animal Shelter is located at 5055 Hallowing Point Road in Prince Frederick. 
We are open for adoptions Tuesday through Saturday. For more information about this week’s 
Pet of the Week or any of our other adoptable pets please 
check out our website www.calvertcountyanimalshelter.com or 
give us a call at 410-535-PETS (7387). Please follow us on our 
Facebook page @Calvert County Animal Shelter & Instagram  
@CalvertCountyAnimalShelter.

OF THE WEEK
Pet

Sports

By Ronald N. Guy Jr
Contributing Writer.

In the 1980s, Michael J. Fox was 
one of pop culture’s biggest stars. 
For young boys he was a cool as it 
gets; for adolescent girls, his posters 
occupied prime real estate on bed-
room walls.  

Fox rose to prominence playing 
the right-leaning, Ronald Reagan 
loving Alex P. Keaton in the hit 
television series “Family Ties.” His 
on-screen charm quickly transcend-
ed the small screen via the role of 
a lifetime: the DeLorean-driving, 
time-travelling, guitar shredding 
Marty McFly in the iconic “Back 
to the Future” trilogy. Somehow 
avoiding the Keaton/McFly type-
cast, Fox successfully returned to 
television in the 1990s on the show 
“Spin City”.

Life, of course, is never only 
about adoring fans and blockbuster 
films, literally or figurative.  And it 
certainly hasn’t been for Fox. Not-
so-great news arrived in 1991: Fox 
was diagnosed with Parkinson’s dis-
ease. The actor would now have to 
figure out how this curve ball would 
impact a role he had been playing 
his whole life – that of Michael J. 
Fox. 

Fox’s 2009 autobiography, “Al-
ways Looking Up: The Adventures 
of an Incurable Optimist” offers a 
powerful window into this evolu-
tion. The title is a humorous play 
on Fox’s modest 5’4” stature and a 
direct introduction to the essence 
of the book - an inspirational story 
on coping with challenging circum-
stances. Fox addresses many topics 
– his youth, career milestones, alco-
holism, family life, parenthood, reli-
gion and his political fight for stem 
cell research – but the book is cen-
tered on a brutally honest account of 
his daily and progressive struggles 
with PD.

I just finished the book and am 
not ashamed to say that it stirred 
considerable emotion. One excerpt, 
among many, that resonated was 
how Fox talked about fighting the 
progression of PD tooth and nail so 
that it did not dictate how he lived 
his life.  

The concept of a life-dictating 
force – and resisting it - is powerful. 
The dictators are everywhere - some 
realized, some anticipated others 
inevitable. They arrive early, on-
schedule or by complete surprise.  
No one avoids them all.  

The connections with sports are 
obvious. There are many reasons 
for sports’ broad appeal; one that 

transcends teams and rivalries is 
an underlying appreciation for the 
journey each athlete took just to 
make it and the challenges all face 
in dodging dictating forces - day to 
day, week to week and year to year 
- to remain on the field, the ice or 
the court.    

In the ever-present battle be-
tween athlete and dictator, there are 
many inspiring stories of human 
achievement. Let’s start with a trio 
of quarterbacks. Tom Brady’s battle 
against age is redefining paradigms. 
Russell Wilson, all 5’10” of him, 
successfully overcame the naysay-
ers who labeled him too short for 
the NFL. Lamar Jackson, “cursed” 
by elite athleticism, was once now 
infamously dismissed by former 
NFL executive Bill Polian as noth-
ing more than potential NFL wide 
receiver. When considering athletes 
who have defeated the dictation of 
injury, I think of our World Series 
champion Nationals: Ryan Zimmer-
man (shoulder, foot), Howie Kend-
rick (Achilles), Trey Turner (broken 
hand/finger), Stephen Strasburg 
(elbow) all fought their own battles 
against serious injury to make Oc-
tober magic.  NBA players DeMarr 
DeRozan and Kevin Love have 
braved struggles with and removed 
stigmas attached to mental health. 
Washington Mystics All-Star Elena 
Della Donne persevered through 
chronic Lyme disease.  Former 
Washington defensive tackle Tony 
McGee, one of “The Black 14” – 14 
African American players kicked 
off the 1969 University of Wyoming 
football team for seeking a way to 
protest the prejudice policies of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints – made it to the NFL 
despite the overt racism present in 
a desegregated America. For years, 
female athletes fought for equal ac-
cess and equal institutional support; 
the US Women’s National Team 
has renewed the fight for equal pay.  
And so many athletes have made it 
despite seemingly insurmountable 
social and/or economic conditions.

Age, injury, illness, racism, sex-
ism, un-even access to opportunity, 
unconventional and misunderstood 
talent – these are just a few of the 
dictators that threaten what we do, 
how far we go…fundamentally how 
we live our lives.  Encounters are 
inevitable; as Michael J. Fox and the 
sports world prove, capitulation is 
not.

Send comments to  
RonaldGuyJr@gmail.com

Fighting Dictators

By Ken and Linda Lamb
Contributing Writers

The striper fishing is excellent in the 
bay from the HS Buoy south to Smith 
Point.  There are miles of breaking rock-
fish under vast flocks of gulls and gan-
nets most every day.  The truly hot spots 
shift daily, but the most consistent area 
is straight out the center of the Potomac 
River about three miles. 

 Bigger fish are from 72A to the HS 
Marker.  Many of the rockfish in the 
mid-bay have sea lice and are skinny 

compared to the fat, sleek domestics.
Trollers and jiggers are catching fish 

in the 19-to-32-inch range.
The rockfish activities up the rivers has 

slowed.  There are fish, but you have to 
work for them and many are undersized,

Some hardy souls fishing after dark 
under the dock lights around Solomons 
Island and the Navy Recreation Pier 
have hooked some huge fish up to 40 
inches and in the 25-pound range.

There are still some bass, pickerel, 
and crappie in the ponds and St. Mary’s 
Lake.

The Tackle Box Fishing Report

Fishing is still good in the cold weather.
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In RemembranceIn Remembrance The Calvert County Times runs complimentary obituaries as submitted by funeral homes 
and readers. We run them in the order we receive them. Any submissions that come to 

jenicoster@countytimes.net after noon on Mondays may run in the following week’s edition.

Now Offering...

RAUSCH CREMATORY P.A.

Calvert County’s
ONLY On-site Crematory

Serving Calvert, Anne Arundel, St. Mary’s, and Prince George’s Counties

www.RauschFuneralHomes.com

Lusby
20 American Ln.

410-326-9400

Port Republic
4405 Broomes Island Rd.

410-586-0520

Owings
8325 Mount Harmony Ln.

410-257-6181

Where Heritage and Life are celebrated.

Douglas Stuart Harry
Douglas Stuart 

Harry, 65 of Lus-
by, MD passed 
away on Decem-
ber 8, 2019 in 
Prince Frederick, 
MD. He was born 
on July 5, 1954 in 
Baltimore City, 
MD to the late 
Edith Sue and 
Donald Murphy 
Harry. He is the 
father to Jeremy 

Harry of New York, NY and Derek Har-
ry of Lusby, MD.

Visitation will be Saturday, December 
14, 2019, 1-4 p.m. at The Pier Restaurant, 
14575 Solomons Island Road South, Sol-
omons, MD 20688. A Life Celebration 
Visitation will be at 1 p.m. at the restau-
rant. Interment will be private.

Funeral arrangements were handled 
by Rausch Funeral Home.

Debra Jo Littleton
Debra Jo 

Littleton, 67, 
of Lusby, died 
peacefully Fri-
day, Dec. 6, 
2019, in George-
town Hospital, 
with family 
and friends by 
her side. She 

was born June 26, 1952, in Washing-
ton D.C., and was a daughter of the late 
James Robert Sr. and Josephine (Tol-
bert) Littleton. In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by her sister 
Susan and father-in-law, Elton Smith. 
Debra Jo retired from the federal gov-
ernment where she worked on regula-
tory and international issues. She was 
a member of Olivet United Methodist 
Church, located in Lusby. She enjoyed 
the water, slalom water skiing, sailing, 
fishing, swimming, and loved to travel. 
Debra Jo is survived by her husband 
of 15 years, Dennis (Denny) N. Smith; 
her brother James Robert Littleton Jr.; 
her uncles Michael (Mike) Tolbert and 
Ralph Tolbert; mother-in-law, Lois 
Smith; brother-in-law, Gary Smith; her 
step daughters Anne and Tiffany Smith; 
godson Carl Thomas (CT) Walsh; and 
prayer partners Suzanne Tolbert, Patricia 
Hufford and Roxanne Arch. She will be 
dearly missed by her family and friends. 
The family will receive Friends at 
RAUSCH FUNERAL HOME, 4405 
Broomes Island Road, Port Republic, 
on Friday December 13, 2019 from 4 to 
8 p.m. A funeral service will be held at 
11 a.m. Saturday December 14, 2019 at 
Olivet United Methodist Church, Lusby, 
MD. Interment will follow in the Olivet 
UM Church Cemetery. 

Memorial contributions may be made 
to Olivet UM Church, 13575 Olivet Road, 
Lusby, MD 20657.

Bobby Lee Viands
Bobby Lee 

Viands, 84, of 
Deale passed 
away December 
5, 2019 in An-
napolis. He was 
born July 11, 
1935 in Luray, 
VA to Staige 
Arthur and Julia 

Ann (Short) Viands. Bobby was raised 
in Virginia and moved to the D.C. met-
ro area when he was 18 and has lived 
in Deale for the past 40 years. He was 
employed as a plumber with the Local 5 
for 55 years. Bobby loved building and 
working on things and could make or fix 
almost anything. He also enjoyed watch-
ing politics, listening to country music 
and he loved his pet cats. He will be re-
membered as a fighter who wouldn’t give 
up and for bringing a smile to your face 
whenever he entered the room.

He is survived by his loving wife of 
65 years, Mary Josephine Viands, grand-
daughter Tiffany Lynn Viands of Deale, 
who he shared a very special bond with 
and grandsons Bobby Lee Viands III of 
Martinsburg, WV and Robert Wiatrek of 
San Jose, CA. Also surviving are great-
grandchildren Bobby Lee IV, Tristin and 
Natalie Viands and Christian and Cay-
dence Wiatrek, a nephew Leroy Breeden 
of Deale, who he raised as his own and a 
daughter Shirley Bolyard of Virginia. He 
was preceded in death by a son Bobby 
Lee Viands, Jr.

Funeral arrangements were made by 
Rausch Funeral Home.

Grandison Greer 
“Buck” Allen, Jr.

G r a n d i s o n 
Greer “Buck” 
Allen, Jr., 79, of 
Holland Point, 
MD and Hono-
lulu, HI passed 
away December 
4, 2019. He was 
born Septem-
ber 26, 1940 in 

Washington, D.C. to Grandison Greer 
Sr. and Lillian (May) Allen. Grandison 
was a graduate of Penn State University 
and University of Southern California 
with Masters degrees in public admin-
istration and civil engineering. He was 
employed as a civil engineer, owning 
and operating Kaikor Construction. In 
his spare time, he enjoyed spending time 
with family, fishing, playing bridge and 
traveling.

Grandison is survived by his wife Kay 
Allen of Holland Point, MD and Hono-
lulu, HI, children Kelly Griffin and hus-
band Luke of Sacramento, CA, Kristi 
Nickols and husband Patrick of Long 
Beach, CA and Kari Greenwell and hus-
band Robert of Honolulu, HI, grandchil-
dren Brianna, Jenna, Alyssa, Tanner, Ri-
ley, Allison and Zachary, brother Gerald 

Allen of Florida and sister Gay Duty of 
Virginia.

Funeral arrangements were made by 
Rausch Funeral Home.

Thomas (Tom)  
Wayne Stahl, Sr.

T h o m a s 
(Tom) Wayne 
Stahl, Sr, 65, 
of Prince Fred-
erick, passed 
away on Tues-
day, December 
3, 2019, at home 
surrounded by 
his loving fam-

ily and his constant companion, Sa-
die. He was born on January 15, 1954 
in Danville, PA to the late Charles and 
Onda Stahl. 

He was a resident of Prince Frederick, 
MD and attended Hughesville Baptist 
Church. He loved old farm tractors and 
was an avid hunter; enjoyed being a Dal-
las Cowboys fan from the age of 6. 

He graduated from Warrior Run High 
School in Turbottville, PA. Upon gradu-
ation, he entered the US Navy in January 
1972, where he served as a Machinist 
Mate on the USS Sea Devil, after gradu-
ating from Basic Submarine course in 
October 1972. He received an Honor-
able Discharge on January 17, 1978. He 
worked at the Calvert Cliffs Nuclear 
Power Plant for 25 years, DynCorp for 
2 years and Dominion LNG Cove Point 
for 10 years. 

He is survived by his loving wife, 
Linda L Stahl, son Thomas W Stahl II, 
sister Shelia Becht of PA and brother 
Ken Stahl of GA.; stepchildren Allan 
Harrison, Kelly Goelling and Daniel 
Goelling; grandchildren Skylar and 
Jenna Stahl, Breanna Grayson, Michael 
Swann, Samantha, Jordan and Lauren 
Harrison, and Jeffrey Burley.

In lieu of flowers the family requests 
contributions to be made to Hospice of 
Calvert County, P.O. Box 838, Prince 
Frederick, MD 20678; 410-535-0892; 
Link: https://calverthospice.or

Funeral arrangements were made by 
Rausch Funeral Home.

Lianne Robinson 
Mettam

Lianne Rob-
inson Mettam, 
55, of Hunting-
town passed 
away December 
1, 2019 sur-
rounded by her 
family. She was 
born April 4, 
1964 in Roches-

ter, NY to John Henry and Reda Marie 
(Bonito) Robinson. Lianne was raised in 
Upper Marlboro and married Douglas R. 
Mettam. She and Douglas have lived in 
Huntingtown for the past 18 years where 
she was primarily a homemaker and was 
previously employed with the US State 
Department. Lianne enjoyed watching 
classic movies and spending time with 
her family, especially her daughter. She 
was a member of the Church of Latter 
Day Saints, Calvert Ward.

She is survived by her husband, Doug-
las, daughter Veronica L. Mettam, par-
ents John “Jack” and Reda Robinson of 
Baltimore and brother John H. Robinson 
III and wife Laura of Pasadena.

Visitation will be Friday, December 
13, 2019, 9:300-11 a.m. at Rausch Fu-
neral Home-Owings, 8325 Mt. Harmony 
Lane, Owings, MD 20736. Funeral ser-
vice will follow at 11 a.m. at the funeral 
home.

Burial will be at Southern Memorial 
Gardens, 10155 Ward Road, Dunkirk, 
MD 20754.
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Community CCalendar
To submit your event listing to go in our Community Calendar, please email timescalendar@countytimes.net with the listing details by 12 p.m. on the Monday prior to our Thursday publication.

LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWS
SERVING CALVERT COUNTY

%

ON NEWSSTANDS EVERY THURSDAY & ONLINE AT COUNTYTIMES.NET County Times
St. Mary’s County ● Calvert County

ONGOING
Winter Wonderland
November 6th - January 5th
CalvART Gallery
Visit the CalvART gallery to experi-

ence different types of art including; 
jewellery, paintings, photography, wood-
craft, ceramics, glass, and more! Visit 
calvartgallery.com for more information.

Annmarie Garden in Lights
November 29th - January 1st
Annmarie Sculpture Garden & Art 

Center; 6 - 9 p.m.
Annmarie Sculpture Garden & Arts 

Center, in Solomons, Maryland, presents 
its’ magical holiday light art show, An-
nmarie Garden in Lights. This dazzling 
light art show is a magical journey along 
a protected path featuring spectacular 
installations and “light sculptures.” Each 
night, a different musical guest will be 
performing. Enjoy magical photo ops, 
holiday café, great shopping, and more! 
Admission at the door is $7; free for chil-
dren (2 & under); members free. For de-
tailed information and a discount coupon, 
visit www.annmariegarden.org or call 
410-326-4640.

Thursday, December 12th
Holiday Glasses
North Beach Fire Department Hall, 

Chesapeake Beach; 6 p.m.
This paint party is sponsored by the 

North Beach Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment’s Auxiliary, There will be door 
prizes, a 50/50 raffle, painting, food, 
drinks, and lots of fun! The cost is $40 
per person in which a portion of the pro-
ceeds will go to the Auxiliary.  You will 
be painting with Debbie Powell, who’s 
bringing all of the painting supplies for 
your Awesome picture (on a set of glass-
es)!  Post email (ttbydebbie@comcast.
net) with who’s painting to save your spot 
and she will send you an invoice for pay-
ment.  You can also pay her at: Paypal.me/
ttbydebbie. ; Please put in notes which lo-
cation and which painting.  She can also 
be texted at 443-532-6944 or find her on 
Facebook at ‘Painting with the Powell’s’.  
No coupons are available for this event. 
Come join in on the fun!

Friday, December 13th
Lasagna Dinner
American Legion Stallings-Williams 

Post 206; 5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.
This tantalizing dinner with all the 

trimmings, including salad and a bever-
age, will impress your taste buds. Hosted 
by the Sons of the American Legion in 
the lower-level dining room. This is a 
meal you won’t soon forget for just $12 
and all are welcome. For more informa-
tion, please call 410-257-9878 or visit 
www.MD-post206.org.

Saturday, December 14th
Paper Shredding Event
Appeal Landfill; 8 a.m. - noon
The Calvert County Department of 

Public Works, Solid Waste Division, will 
be hosting a free paper shredding event 
for residents. The event will be held rain 
or shine and can help prevent identity 
theft by destroying sensitive or confi-
dential documents. All paper must be re-
moved from plastic bags and cardboard 
boxes prior to shredding, Paper clips and 
staples are acceptable, binders and binder 
clips are not acceptable. There is no limit 
per resident and proof of residency is re-
quired. Certificates of destruction will 
be provided if requested. Businesses 
are prohibited from this event. For more 
information, call 410-326-0210 or visit 
www.CalvertCountyMd.gov/Recycle.

CSM Jazz Ensemble Solid Brass 
Concert

CSM LaPlata Campus; 8 p.m.
The CSM Jazz Ensemble invites you 

to come to the Fine Arts Center to listen 
to this wonderful concert. It will be held 
in the Brad and Linda Gottfried The-
ater, 8730 Mitchell Road, La Plata. $10 
adults, $8 seniors/military with ID/youth 
of high school age and younger. For more 
information visit boxoffice@csmd.edu or 
call 301-934-7828. www.csmd.edu/com-
munity/the-arts/music/latin-ensemble/
index.

Pet Adoption
Pepper’s Pet Pantry; 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Pepper’s Pet Pantry in Solomons will 

host a dog and cat adoption event with lo-
cal Saint Mary’s and Calvert County ani-
mal rescue groups. Pepper’s Pet Pantry 

is located in the Solomons Towne Cen-
ter behind CVS. For more information, 
please call 410-326-4006.

All Saints Christmas Market
All Saints’ Episcopal Church Parish 

Hall; 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Join us for expert craftsmen with sen-

sational gifts for your holiday giving, 
homemade gourmet cocoa and Glüh-
wein, music and home-baked goods that 
will make the 13th Annual Christmas 
Market the place to be. Bring your red or 
green boot mug from previous years to 
buy beverage refills.  Rain, snow or shine! 
Free admission & parking. Proceeds ben-
efit parish & community projects.

Tuesday, December 17th
CSM/Charles County Public Schools 

Scholarship Resource Fair
CSM LaPlata Campus; 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
The event will be held in the Center for 

Business and Industry Dr. John M. Sine 
Conference Room (Room 103), 8730 
Mitchell Road, La Plata. Charles County 
Public Schools and the College of South-
ern Maryland are pleased to host the First 
Annual Scholarship Fair. The Scholar-
ship Fair presents an opportunity for ju-
niors, seniors and parents to connect with 
local scholarships available in Charles 
County. There will be parent workshops, 
application assistance. For more informa-
tion, call 301-934-7314. 

Wednesday, December 18th
Transportation Public Hearing
Harriet E. Brown Community Center; 

7 p.m.
The Calvert County Planning Com-

mission will hold a Public Hearing to 
consider and receive comments on the 
proposed adoption of the Calvert County 
Transportation Plan, September 2019 
Draft. The recommended plan would 
replace the current Calvert County 
Transportation Plan, adopted in 1997. 
Please call 410-535-1600 x2356 for more 
information.

Thursday, December 19th
CSM FAFSA Workshop
CSM LaPlata Campus; 2:30 p.m.
This workshop will take place in the 

Administration Building, Room 110, 
8730 Mitchell Road, La Plata. The col-
lege’s Financial Assistance Department 
provides one-on-one assistance to mem-
bers of the community completing a Free 
Application for Federal Aid (FAFSA), the 
primary application for federal, state and 
institutional financial aid programs. This 
workshop is offered every third Thursday 
of the month. To learn what documents 
to bring with you and for more infor-
mation, call 301-934-7531 or visit www.
csmd.edu/calendar/admissions/laplata/
FAFSA-Workshop-12.19.19.
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Eating Together Menu

Lunches are served to seniors, aged 60-plus, and their spouses through Title IIIC of 
the Older Americans Act.  Suggested donation is $3. To make or cancel a reservation call: 
Calvert Pines Senior Center at 410-535-4606, North Beach Senior Center at 410-257-2549, 

or Southern Pines Senior Center at 410-586-2748. Lunches are subject to change.

Calendars

By Office of Aging Staff
HeartatYoung

EventsEvents
For more information & to register for events visit http://calvertlibrary.info

Thursday, December 12
Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support. 

7:00-8:30pm. Get tips and support from 
other caregivers. Facilitated by Jean-
nette Findley & JC Hooker. Please reg-
ister.  Calvert Library Prince Freder-
ick, 850 Costley Way, 410-535-0291 or 
301-855-1862.

Friday, December 13
On Pins & Needles. 1:00-4:00pm. 

Bring your quilting, needlework, knit-
ting, crocheting, or other project for an 
afternoon of conversation and shared 
creativity.  Calvert Library Prince Fred-
erick, 850 Costley Way, 410-535-0291 or 
301-855-1862.

Saturday, December 14
Gingerbread House Workshop. 10:00-

11:00am. & 2:00-3:00pm. Come and cel-
ebrate the holiday season by building a 
small gingerbread house. Each child is 
asked to bring a bag of any edible item to 
share with the group to decorate all the 
gingerbread houses. For children of all 
ages.  Please register.   Calvert Library 
Southern Branch, 13920 H. G. Trueman 
Road, Solomons, 410-326-5289.

Gingerbread Workshop. 10:00-
11:00am. & 2:00-3:00pm. Come and 
celebrate the holiday season by building 
a small gingerbread house. Each child is 
asked to bring a bag of any edible item 
to share with the group to decorate all 
the gingerbread houses. For children of 
all ages.  Please register.  Calvert Library 
Twin Beaches Branch at Northeast Com-
munity Center, 4075 Gordon Stinnett 
Ave., Chesapeake Beach, 410-257-2411.

Science Saturdays! 2:30-3:30pm. Join 
us for a STEM-based program series de-
signed to get kids in K-3rd grade think-
ing like scientists. This month we’ll have 
a scientific solstice celebration! Please 
register.   Calvert Library Fairview 
Branch, Rt. 4 and Chaneyville Road, 
Owings, 410-257-2101.

Monday, December 16
Green Crafting. 1:00-5:00pm. Make 

crafts out of materials that would typi-
cally be thrown out. Crocheting, needle-
work, sewing, and simple tying tech-
niques will be used. Calvert Library 
Southern Branch, 13920 H. G. Trueman 
Road, Solomons, 410-326-5289.

Steampunk Crafting. 7:00-8:30pm. 
Join us for a fun night of steampunk 
inspired crafting. The library will sup-
ply all the materials, all you need to 
bring is yourself. Please register.   Cal-
vert Library Twin Beaches Branch, 
3819 Harbor Road, Chesapeake Beach, 
410-257-2411.

Tuesday, December 17
Board of Library Trustees meeting. 

4:00-7:00pm. Calvert Library Board of 
Trustees monthly meeting.  Calvert Li-
brary Prince Frederick, 850 Costley 

Wild Women Art Reception. 6:30-
7:30pm. Drop by Calvert Library Fair-
view Branch to enjoy some light refresh-
ments while you admire the beautiful 
and whimsical art created by the ladies 
of Wild Women Art!   Calvert Library 
Fairview Branch, Rt. 4 and Chaneyville 
Road, Owings, 410-257-2101.

Wednesday, December 18
Book Discussion. 2:00-3:30pm. –The 

book for this month is  Little Women 
by Louisa May Alcott.   Calvert Library 
Fairview Branch, Rt. 4 and Chaneyville 
Road, Owings, 410-257-2101.

Thursday, December 19
Mobile Health Center from Calver-

tHealth. 10:00-1:00pm. The Mobile 
Health Center travels to under-served ar-
eas of the community to bring essential 
primary care services, dental, preven-
tion and wellness programs to residents 
who may not have easy access to tradi-
tional health care. For more informa-
tion, to view the full schedule, or view 
an online tour of the vehicle visit them 
online.  Calvert Library Prince Freder-
ick, 850 Costley Way, 410-535-0291 or 
301-855-1862. 

Asbury Book Discussion. 10:30-
12:00pm.   My Grandmother Asked 
Me to Tell You She’s Sorry by Fredrik 
Backman. A lively book discussion ev-
ery other month on the 3rd Thursday. 
Next book to discuss is decided by the 
group. Calvert Library Southern Branch, 
13920 H. G. Trueman Road, Solomons, 
410-326-5289.

Teens DIY Snowglobe Workshop. 
6:00-8:00pm. Want to walk in a win-
ter wonderland?? Probably too early in 
Southern Maryland! Instead, you can 
join us for a fun-packed DIY Snowglobe 
Workshop! Bring your own mini-figu-
rines or use ours.  Calvert Library Prince 
Frederick, 850 Costley Way, 410-535-
0291 or 301-855-1862.

Thursday, December 19: KnowBe4 
Training. 7:00-8:30pm. Worried about 
phishing attacks, online banking safe-
ty, malware, protecting your children 
online, securing your home network? 
Take a class with us or on your own to 
learn some great tips to improve your 
family’s online safety. If you’d like to 
take the class on your own, use the link 
below and call the library for the pass-
word.  Link: https://www.knowbe4.com/
Homecourse.  Calvert Library Prince 
Frederick, 850 Costley Way, 410-535-
0291 or 301-855-1862.

Centers Closing
Calvert Pines, Southern Pines, and North Beach Senior Center 

will be closed Wednesday, Dec. 25 – Friday, Dec. 27 for the Christ-
mas holiday. Meals on Wheels will not be delivered.

Substitute Custodial Position Available
The Office on Aging is looking for a substitute custodian with 

reliable transportation who can work at all three senior centers 
in Calvert County. Call Ed Sullivan at 410-535-4606 for more 
information.

Healthy Gains 365 Program
A registered nurse is at each senior center once a week. Southern 

Pines, Mondays, 8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.; Calvert Pines, Tuesdays, 8:30 
a.m. – 1 p.m.; North Beach, Thursdays, 8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Ceramics
Make beautiful works of art with our instructor Pat Dinota. 

Southern Pines Senior Center, Mondays and Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.; 
North Beach Senior Center, Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.; Calvert Pines Se-
nior Center, Wednesdays and Fridays, 9:30 a.m. 

Calvert Pines Senior Center 
Enjoy a warm delicious cup of coffee and relax amongst friends 

and staff with Coffee & Coloring, Tuesday, 9:30 a.m.
Join us to dance the afternoon away with the musical group 2-4-

U, Friday, Dec. 20, 12:30 p.m.

North Beach Senior Center 
Let your creativity run wild creating beautiful works of art with 

Rock Art/Recycled Art, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 11 a.m.
If you have a sweet tooth and love cookies, enjoy Cookie Deco-

rating with Karla, Thursday, Dec. 19, 10:30 a.m.

Southern Pines Senior Center
Be Santa’s little helper this year responding to the many letters 

he receives from children in our community, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 1 
p.m. Enjoy a cup of eggnog. 

Join us for fun and tons of laughter playing an exciting game of 
Christmas Charades, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 1 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 16
Salisbury Steak w/Gravy, Mashed 

Potatoes, Tossed Salad w/Dressing, 
Brussel Sprouts, Dinner Roll, 

Brownie
Tuesday, Dec. 17

Baked Chicken, Scalloped 
Potatoes, Seasoned Greens, Carrots, 

Dinner Roll, Mandarin Oranges
Wednesday, Dec. 18

Stuffed Shells w/Tomato Sauce, 

Seasoned Spinach, Garlic Bread, 
Pears, Pineapple Chunks, Bread 

Pudding w/Vanilla Sauce
Thursday, Dec. 19

Lunch will be served at 11:30 
a.m. Tuna Noodle Casserole, 
Broccoli, Dinner Roll, Pears

Friday, Dec. 20
Turkey Chili, Brown Rice, Tossed 
Salad w/Dressing, Green Beans
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Inside and outside, by hand. Residential 
specialists serving the local area full-time for 30 

years. Locally owned and operated. Working 
owners ensures quality. No pick up labor.
410-280-2284 • 301-656-9274

Licensed, bonded and insured.
Ask about our low- pressure, no damage power 
washing services, using a soft brush to remove 

deeply embedded dirt.

Chesapeake Window Cleaning Co.

Cross, Wood & Wynkoop
 And AssoCiAtes, inC.

Serving The Community Since 1994

Group Health Insurance  • Individual Market Health Insurance
Dental •  Vision • AFLAC

Life Insurance • Short & Long Term Disability
Payroll Services

Call 301-884-5900 • 301-934-4680 • Fax 301-884-0398
info@cwwains.com • www.cwwains.com

Julie E. Wynkoop
President

John F. Wood, Jr.
Vice President

Cross, Wood & Wynkoop
and Associates, Inc.

GROUP & INDIVIDUAL HEALTH • LIFE INSURANCE
EMPLOYER & EMPLOYEE BENEFITS PLANNING

28231 Three Notch Road, Suite 101 • Mechanicsville, MD 20659
301-884-5900 (office) • 301-934-4680 (office) • 301-884-0398 (fax)

info@crossandwood.com

46924 Shangri-La Drive • Lexington Park, MD

301-863-9497
www.coletravel.biz

SHOP LOCAL!

Southern Maryland Paints LLC. 
23976 POINT LOOKOUT ROAD • LEONARDTOWN • MD 20650    ACROSS FROM LEONARDTOWN HIGH SCHOOL

301-475-0448 • southernmarylandpaints.com

CLUES ACROSS
1. Sacred bull (Egyptian 
myth.)
 5. One-time European money
 8. Disfi gure
11. Polish city
13. Move quickly on foot
14. Landlocked West African 
country
15. Used in aromatherapy
16. The greatest of all time

17. Type of horse
18. Volcanic craters
20. Type of graph (abbr.)
21. Supporters
22. North and South are two
25. Spread
30. Adjusted
31. Vietnamese offensive
32. Nazi architect
33. Nigerian peoples
38. When you hope to get 

there
41. Ridicules
43. Allied Powers vs. Central 
Powers
45. Produce
47. Ancient kingdom near 
Dead Sea
49. Hebrew unit of liquid 
capacity
50. Type of sword
55. “Sin City” actress
56. Female reproductive cells
57. Affl icted
59. One point north of 
northeast
60. Garland
61. Spiritual leader
62. Negative
63. Tooth caregiver
64. Cheek

CLUES DOWN
1. Form of “to be”
 2. A hand has one
 3. Thought
 4. Physical body
 5. Removes
 6. One who perpetrates 
wrongdoing
 7. Make one
 8. Kate and Rooney are two
 9. __ Ladd, “Shane” actor
10. Makes fun of

12. Space station
14. Gene
19. Satisfy
23. Livid
24. It comes after “et”
25. More (Spanish)
26. Electronic data processing
27. Buffer solution to separate 
DNA and RNA
28. Primate
29. Scattered
34. Evergreen tree
35. What engaged couples 
will say
36. Barbie’s friend
37. Midway between south 
and southeast
39. A position from which 
progress can be made
40. Showed up
41. Insecticide
42. Type of milk
44. Verandas
45. Annoyingly talkative
46. Abba __, Israeli politician
47. “Heat” director 
48. Plant genus
51. Swiss river
52. Prejudice
53. Actor Idris
54. Freedom fi ghters (slang)
58. Criticize
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Rope used as a lasso
7. Lomb’s partner
13. North African nation
14. Rounds up cattle
16. Densest naturally 
occurring element
17. Home of the Brewers
19. Atomic #44
20. Vetches
22. Moved earth with a tool
23. Cavalry sword
25. Supplements with 
difficulty
26. Encouraged
28. Speech defect
29. Periodical (abbr.)

30. Very cold
31. __ Paulo, city
33. Former OSS
34. Approves food
36. Cars need them
38. Sweden’s dominant 
phone company
40. Long lock of a woman’s 
hair
41. North American natives
43. Fly high
44. One type is fire
45. Nocturnal bird
47. More than one male
48. LOTR actor McKellen
51. Employee stock 
ownership plan

53. Tony-winning actress 
Daisy
55. Tennis star Kournikova
56. Pulitzer-winning 
composer
58. The opposite to pro
59. Safecrackers
60. Denotes past
61. Parrots
64. One quintillion bytes 
(abbr.)
65. Reduce the importance of
67. Stiffly
69. In a sensible way
70. Signs

CLUES DOWN

1. Capital of Zambia
2. Article
3. Country star LeAnn
4. Egyptian goddess
5. Afflict in mind or body
6. Showy but cheap
7. Belgian urban center
8. Short-winged diving 
seabird
9. Deploys
10. Ballplayers can legally 
do it
11. Centiliter
12. Contrary beliefs
13. Type of pole
15. Distinguish oneself
18. 8th month of the year 
(abbr.)
21. One who monitors
24. Petty quarreling
26. Fiddler crabs
27. Touch lightly
30. American state
32. Pro wrestler Randy
35. Indicates spelling mistake
37. Macaws
38. Gradually narrowed
39. Installments
42. Female sheep
43. Politician
46. Servant
47. Said to facilitate 
concentration
49. California ballplayers
50. Once Toledo’s tallest 
building
52. A type of pie
54. State of southwestern 
India
55. Principal member of 
Norse religion
57. Counterspy
59. Wellness practice
62. __-de-sac: dead end 
street
63. Used to cook
66. Type of hospital
68. Direct message
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The Calvert County Times is a weekly newspaper providing news and information for the 
residents of Calvert County. The Calvert County Times will be available on newsstands 
every Thursday. The paper is published by Southern Maryland Publishing Company, 
which is responsible for the form, content, and policies of the newspaper. The Calvert 
County Times does not espouse any political belief or endorse any product or service 
in its news coverage. 

To be considered for publication, articles and letters to the editor submitted must include 
the writer’s full name, address and daytime phone number. Submissions must be deliv-
ered by 4 p.m. on the Monday prior to our Thursday publication to ensure placement 
for that week. After that deadline, the Calvert County Times will make every attempt 
possible to publish late content, but cannot guarantee so. Letters may be condensed/
edited for clarity, although care is taken to preserve the core of the writer’s argument. 
Copyright in material submitted to the newspaper and accepted for publication remains 
with the author, but the Calvert County Times and its licensees may freely reproduce it 
in print, electronic or other forms. We are unable to acknowledge receipt of letters. The 
Calvert County Times cannot guarantee that every letter or photo(s) submitted will be 
published, due to time or space constraints.

Publisher� Thomas McKay

Associate Publisher� Eric McKay

General Manager
Al Dailey� aldailey@countytimes.net

Advertising�
Jen Stotler				    jen@countytimes.net
Tim Flaherty		  timf laherty@countytimes.net

Editor
Dick Myers� dickmyers@countytimes.net

Graphic Designer
Jeni Coster			   jenicoster@countytimes.net

Staff Writer
Guy Leonard� guyleonard@countytimes.net

Contributing Writers
Ron Guy, Shelby Opperman, Dave Spigler

Cash Paid For Farm & 
Construction Equipment

 Call 301-536-6039

WWW.SOMD.COM
CLASS.SOMD.COM

YOUR ONLINE COMMUNITY FOR CHARLES, CALVERT, & ST. MARY’S COUNTIES

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
LOCAL ADVERTISERS
Real Estate

Services
Vehicles

Employment
Child Care

General Merchandise

WOULD YOU LIKE TO PLACE A BUSINESS  
OR CLASSIFIED AD IN OUR PAPER?  

EMAIL ALDAILEY@COUNTYTIMES.NET  
OR JEN@COUNTYTIMES.NET



Thursday, December 12, 201932 The Calvert County Times

L O C A T E D  I N  S O L O M O N S ,  M D   |   4 1 0 - 3 2 6 - 2 0 4 2
W W W . C A L V E R T M A R I N E M U S E U M . C O M

Finish holiday shopping while supporting local research and educational efforts!

Gift a stay at the historic 
Cove Point Lighthouse Keeper's House!

Shop local and find the perfect
gift at the Museum Store!

U N I Q U E  G I F T S  F O R  A

C Chri s tmashesapeake

Gift a stay at the historic 
Cove Point Lighthouse Keeper's House!

Give the gift of membership
for a full year of fun!

Shop local and find the perfect
gift at the Museum Store!

Give the gift of membership
for a full year of fun!


