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Hand-Dipped Ice Cream
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Commissioners Oppose ‘Green’ Bills
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

The Calvert County Board of County 
Commissioners (BOCC) will be sending 
letters of opposition to several environ-
mental bills that have been introduced 
into this year’s Maryland General 
Assembly. The decisions came after a 
Feb. 7 briefing from County Attorney 
John Norris.

Cross-filed bills, House Bill (HB)230 
and Senate Bill (SB)224, entitled 
“Department of the Environment, Zero 
Emissions Medium- and Heavy-Duty 
Vehicles – Regulations” is known as the 
“Clean Trucks Act of 2023,” Norris said. 
He explained it requires “The Depart-
ment of the Environment to adopt regu-
lations on or before December 1st, 2023, 
establishing requirements for the sale of 
new zero emission medium- and heavy-
duty vehicles in the state.”

He said it would involve vehicles with 
a gross vehicle weight equal or greater 
than 14,001 pounds or greater than seven 
tons. Norris said, “Calvert County does 
have a number of heavy- and medi-
um-duty vehicles,” including county 
buses and dump trucks.

Commissioner Mike Hart said, “It’s 
a ridiculous bill. It’s beyond ridiculous. 
The vehicles aren’t even available. The 

infrastructure’s not available. No one’s 
trained for the upkeep of these things.”

“Let’s start calling Annapolis ‘Fantasy 
Land’,” Hart mused.

Another cross-filled bill, HB 147 and 
SB 250, Norris said, “requires each 
county to prepare a climate crisis plan 
to address the effects of climate change 
in the county, requiring each county to 
submit its plan to the Department of the 
Environment (MDE) for review or feed-
back by June 1st, 2024, requiring MDE 
to provide that feedback by November 
1st, 2024. And each county has to final-
ize it by January 1st, 2025, and updated 
every three years.”

Norris said the process requires plan-
ning for inter-county transportation 
and Maryland Association of Countries 
(MACO) believes “counties lack the 
authority to back up the broad visions 
of the plan and almost certainly lack 
both the expertise and resources to sin-
gle-handedly generate a product to the 
level of detail required by this bill.”

Senate Bill 1 0 3, the Maryland Res-
idential Solar Investment Tax Credit, 
known as the “residential rooftop solar 
bill,” is supported by MACO because “it 
is not in fact impacting local revenues.”

The concern about the bill, however, 
related to potential credits for the bat-
teries. Commissioner President Buddy 

Hance said, “And just for the public’s 
information, we had a discussion earlier 
this morning about solar battery packs 
whereby a solar system stores the energy 
that’s not being consumed and the signif-
icant hazards that those batteries create 
in the community and in the environ-
ment. And that’s why you’re hearing 
this discussion about batteries. So, we 
are having discussions about how we 
can provide notification to emergency 
services when they arrive on a residence 
or a commercial structure to know that 
there may be a battery pack somewhere 
on location. So, there is a lot of concern 
from people about the dangers of those 
batteries and hence the discussion.”

Norris said, “Of the 300 Senate bills 
that dropped last night, I believe it was 
Senate Bill 562 is the one that requires 
the batteries to be self-contained and 
have a fire suppression apparatus. 
Because we are hearing that there’s some 
fire companies that have been told if you 
see a lithium battery fire just evacuate as 
far as you can down wind.”

The BOCC agreed to watch what the 
legislators do on the issue, particularly if 
the tax credit bill is amended to include 
batteries.

dickmyers@countytimes.net County Attorney John Norris

What Will Calvert’s Population be in 2040?
Group Says Projections are Outdated

By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

In spite of the Maryland Supreme Court 
upholding the Calvert County Comprehen-

sive Plan, the county needs to go 
back to the drawing boards and 
revise it because of inaccurate 
population projections. That’s 
according to Calvert Citizens 
United (CCU), the organization 
that was on the losing side of the 
court’s Jan, 25 decision.

Len Zuza, a member of the 
CCU board, told the county com-
missioners at their Feb. 7 meet-
ing that the 2014 comprehensive 
plan’s growth estimates were 
revised the 2019 plan rewrite to  
00,450 residents and with a hous-
ing target of 37,600 by 2040. Yet 
Zuza asserted, “The county will 
probably reach 37,600 residences 
by or before the end of 2024.”

Since the number of resi-
dences that state and county 
officials agreed upon for 2040 
will have already been reached,” 
Zua said, “County officials will 
have no MDP/MDE (Maryland 
Department of Planning/Mary-
land Department of the Environ-

ment)-coordinated growth planning target 
for the next 16 years. The Planning Com-
mission and P&Z staff will have no metric 
for evaluating how many new residences 
they could allow or approve annually 

through 2040.  This situation is untenable.”
Zuza went on to say, “Given the absence 

of an agreed level of growth, budget offi-
cials will have no basis for analyzing and, 
thus formulating, the county’s future Cap-
ital Improvement Plans. Minus the man-
dated growth target, it will be impossible to 
identify and budget for new facilities that 
are required to meet increased demand.”

Zuza observed that the Maryland 
Supreme Court said in their decision, 
“According to Maryland Code, Maryland 
counties are required to [adopt] ‘compre-
hensive plans’ once every 20 years and use 
them to guide growth in a ‘rational way that 
is beneficial to the public.’ Furthermore, it 
pointed out that ‘comprehensive plan[s] 
must include certain elements, including 
community facilities, land use, sensitive 
areas, water resources, and transportation 
elements”.”

Zuza said the court also observed that, 
“The local jurisdiction is also required to 
review its comprehensive plan . . . and, if 
necessary, revise or amend” it to ensure 
that it includes the elements and visions 
required under State law.”

“CCU believes,” he said, “Commission-
ers need to review and amend its compre-
hensive plan because it no longer provides 
Calvert with guidelines that adequately 
addresses critical, long-term decision mak-

ing while managing growth in a sustain-
able manner.”

Their recommendation to the 
commissioners:

1.	 “Request the Maryland Geologi-
cal Survey to update the ground-
water-flow model for Southern 
Maryland/Tri-County to determine 
whether key aquifers which Calvert 
relies for daily water consumption 
will not jeopardize our future sup-
ply of water.

2.	 “Consult MDE/MDP officials to 
reevaluate the 2019 Comprehensive 
Plan and revise the 2040 residential 
growth target to determine exactly 
how many additional residences 
the County can approve [without] 
exceeding the capacity of each and 
every essential public facility.

3.	 “Direct the Calvert Planning Com-
mission and Department Planning 
& Zoning to document and include 
all revised APFO (Adequate Pub-
lic Facilities Ordinance) metrics to 
process building permit applica-
tions for every new development(s) 
to assure Calvert officials and res-
idents  alike what the daily impact 
will be on public facilities.” 

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Len Zuza
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Lincoln2 Bedroom, 2 Bath 
Apartment 1215:

1 ,111 sq. ft.

Oversized windows and natural light

Large living room

Spacious Corner Apartment  
That’s Perfect for Entertaining

Lots of closet space 

Ful l-size washer and dryer

Granite countertops

Dishwasher

www.BrightviewCroftonRiverwalk.com
SCHEDULE YOUR PERSONAL VISIT TODAY!

L E T  YO U R  

 BrightBright  LIFE SHINE

Just north of Calvert County, Brightview Crofton Riverwalk 
residents have the freedom and opportunity to fill their 
days as they desire. Chef-prepared meals, music and 
entertainment, cultural and history events, fitness classes, 
movie nights, and more are available just down the hall from 
their apartment home. Come see why so many Calvert County 
seniors have already made the move to Brightview.

443.494.6901  
1301 Clarity Drive | Crofton, MD 21114

WITH PREMIER SENIOR LIVING CLOSE TO HOME

WE HAVE IMMEDIATE AVAILABILITY

Mike Evans Honored for Service to Calvert
 By Dave Spigler 
Contributing Writer

After a long career in law enforcement, 
first as a Maryland state trooper, then as a 
Calvert County Courthouse Deputy, and 
Calvert County Sheriff from 2002, Mike 
Evans has retired his badge, emptied his 
holster, and turned over the keys to his 
office to his successor Sheriff Ricky Cox. 
His retirement leaves a great legacy of 44 
years of dedicated service to the citizens 
of his County, this state and our country! 
Sheriff Mike enjoyed a high degree of pop-
ularity in the community and with his fel-
low police officers. He was often referred 
to as “a Cop’s Cop.” He insisted his offi-
cers respect not only the office they rep-
resent, but also to each and every citizen 
they serve. His officers gained considerable 
positive recognition during his tenure as 
‘the Chief” and he attributes it to the high 
degree of professionalism and courtesy 
they always displayed in their performance.

Mike was raised in Huntingtown in a 
police officer environment. His father Lt 
Colonel Ted Evans was a Maryland state 
trooper and retired as the Assistant Superin-
tendent of the Maryland State Police. Upon 
graduation from Calvert High School in 
1974, Mike joined the Army for a two- year 
stint, then used the GI Bill to earn an Asso-
ciate Degree in Criminal Justice. In 1978 he 
joined the Maryland State Police and was 

assigned to the Prince Frederick Barrack for 
15 years. He became a member of the “Spe-
cial Tactical Assault Force Team Element” 
[S.T.A.T.E.] and earned many awards and 
citations including the “Superintendent’s 
Award for Extreme Courage,” “Trooper of 
the Year,” and several “Outstanding Perfor-
mance Awards!” He received a disability 
retirement in 1995 and went to work as a 
county deputy at the Calvert Courthouse 
for five years.  Mike was elected sheriff in 
November, 2002 and completed 20 years in 
this role, one of the longest tenures of any 
sheriff in recent history!

As further evidence that police work is 
in the “Evans DNA,” Mike and his wife 
Susan raised two sons, Eric and Char-
lie, both current Maryland State Troopers 
themselves. Even Susan worked in law 
enforcement for a number of years at the 
Calvert County Detention Center until 
her recent retirement. And Mike’s mother 
Aubrey worked for many years for the 
county as the Clerk of the Circuit Court!

To show their appreciation for the sher-
iff and his distinguished record of accom-
plishment and service to the community, 
a group of Calvert citizens gathered for 
an evening reception in Lusby in late 
January. It was put together by several of 
Mike’s friends and fans who wished to 
acknowledge his contributions and offer 
their personal thanks for “a job well done!” 
Many kind words were expressed by those 

present. A few small gifts and cards were 
offered. And he was presented a 16x20 
hand drawn portrait of the Sheriff created 
by Deb and Dave Spigler. Mike said he 
was thrilled with this surprise gift and truly 

pleased with the evening!
Mike and his family are leaving imme-

diately for a family vacation in Florida and 
he is looking forward to getting in a few 
rounds of golf and some pickleball play.

Mike and Susan Evans show a portrait of him presented by Deb and Dave Spigler

5 Local NewsCalvertCalvert



Thursday, February 9, 2023 Calvert County Times Local NewsCalvertCalvert

Oakville Garden Center 
& Landscape Project Center
41170 Oakville Road, Mechanicsville, MD
301-373-9245 • 800-451-1427

Prince Frederick 
Garden Center

1700 Solomon’s Island Rd, Prince Frederick, MD
410-535-3664  •  866-535-3664

Winter Hours:   
Mon.-Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4
Sale Ends: 2/21/2023

WentworthNursery.com       ShopWentworthNursery.com

SPECIAL SAVINGS at our Two Garden Centers
Oakville & Prince Frederick

NOW SCHEDULING APPOINTMENTS FOR...  
Landscape, Hardscape, Maintenance & Lawn Care

Schedule an Appointment Today.  800-451-1427 or WentworthNursery.com

Japanese or 
Helleri Holly

Great Climbing 
Indoor Plants

Ready-Made  
or  

Pick Plants  
and Make  
Your Own.

Hellebores  
Lenten Rose

Add New Evergreen 
Hedge or  

Foundation Plants

Easy to Grow 
 Philodendron

All Types & Sizes

Winter Mixed Dish  
Garden Planter

Bonide  
All Season  

Horticultural Oil

Start making your lawn the ENVY 
of the neighborhood!

With over 50% of most yards covered 
by grass —Wentworth Nursery offers 
professional Lawn Care Service with  

Two yearly Lawn Care Programs. 

Yearly Outdoor Maintenance for Your  
Landscape and Gardens 

Wentworth Nursery offers Professional 
Landscape Maintenance including:
 • Spring cleanups and Re-Mulching 
• Re-edging and Renovation Pruning

• Weed Prevention.

Need better curb appeal, privacy, or more 
color and flowers in your landscape?

Schedule an appointment to get your 
landscape re-designed and take a fresh 

look at creating an enduring and  
colorful landscape, with balance,  

structure, scale, and unity.

Enhance your home with  
Professionally Designed Hardscaping.  

Add a newly designed paver entrance 
walkway, Paver Patio, or a Pool Deck. 
Design Features into your Hardscape 
including: Fire Pits, Outdoor Kitchens, 
Fireplaces, Retaining Walls, Columns, 
Pergola’s, Garden Ponds, and more.

Original Heritage Absolute  
Squirrel Proof Feeder

Espoma 
Organic 

Potting Soil

Fill in Shady Spots  
Many Sizes &  

Colors Available

3 Gal reg $39.99

SPECIAL $2488

1 cuft. Bags
Reg. $14.99

NOW $988
Sizes 4”, 6” & 10”
SAVE 25%

16 OZ.
Concentrate
Reg $ 11.99

ONLY$888

Reg $ 149.99 
SPECIAL
$11988

BUY 2 
GET 1 FREE

NURSERY

GREENHOUSE

LAWN & GARDEN

BIRDING

LAWN CARE

MAINTENANCE

PERENNIALS

MULCH & STONE

LEISURE

COLOR OF THE WEEK

LANDSCAPING

HARDSCAPE

THE Wentworth eekly

OFF

Big Green Egg Grilling  
Accessories 

SAVE 20%OFF

SAVE on  
Any Cast  
Iron Grill  
Grates ½  
or Full Size

Fatal Crash in Prince 
Frederick

On Monday, February 6, 2023, at 
approximately 9:40 p.m., members of the 
Calvert County Sheriff’s Office Patrol 
Bureau and Crash Reconstruction Team 
responded to the area of Maryland Route 4 
and Wood Acres Court in Prince Frederick, 
for the report of a serious motor vehicle 
crash involving two vehicles. Upon arrival, 
units located a 2014 Honda Civic and a 
2018 Toyota 4Runner in the southbound 
lanes of Maryland Route 4.  Both vehicles 
had significant front-end damage.

Preliminary investigation revealed on 
February 6 at approximately 9:36 p.m., 
the Honda Civic was observed by citizens 
travelling northbound in the southbound 
lanes of Maryland Route 4. The Honda 
then struck a 2018 Toyota 4Runner in a 
head-on crash in the southbound lanes of 
Maryland Route 4 at Wood Acres Court in 

Prince Frederick.
Units arrived on the scene and located 

Lisa Nicole Sams, 39 of Brandywine par-
tially ejected from the vehicle. Sams was 
pronounced deceased on the scene.  The 
operator of the Toyota was identified as 
Anthony Michael Olekson, 43 of Solo-
mons. Olekson sustained serious injuries 
and was transported to CalvertHealth Med-
ical Center where he is listed in serious 
condition.

At this time, alcohol and driver error are 
contributing factors to this collision.

This collision is being investigated by 
DFC M. Lewis of the Crash Reconstruc-
tion Team.  Anyone with additional infor-
mation is asked to call 410-535-2800 or 
email mike.lewis.jr@calvertcountymd.
gov. Please reference case #23-8048.

Twin Beaches Library 
Open a Year Away
Capital Plan Includes County 
Office Building

By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

The Calvert County Board of County 
Commissioners (BOCC) on Feb. 7 was 
presented the proposed six-year Capital 
Improvement Plan (C IP) for county public 
facilities. The $64,770,413 over six years 
includes $10,470,183 in grant funding.

The proposed CIP includes $28.5 mil-
lion in the next fiscal year of which $26 
million is for the new county administra-
tion building along with completion of 
the new Twin Beaches Library, now under 
construction. Total cost of the new admin-
istration building, which is scheduled for 
completion next fiscal year, is almost $60 
million.

There was no discussion of that project 
during the CIP briefing from Capital Proj-

ects Analyst Veronica Atkinson.
Calvert Library Director Carrie Wilson 

did give an update of the new library. She 
said, “They’re going to be starting to work 
on the roof in another couple weeks.” She 
reported the projected opening date was 
February 2024.

Commissioner Catherine Grasso praised 
Wilson for her grant securing ability. Wil-
son said about $5 million of the total $12 
million will be with grants, saving the 
county that funding.

The library includes a third-story obser-
vation area overlooking the Bay. “It’s just 
going to be spectacular,” Wilson said.

The Public Facilities CIP also includes 
Calvert Marine Museum. The budget 
includes monies set aside for land acquisi-
tion. But Director Jeff Murray said that deal 
hasn’t yet been done. “It has been ongoing 
because the amount that was allocated was 
vastly different than the three bids we got.”

Also, the six-year plan has a half-mil-
lion dollars set aside for the Tennyson 
hull replacement. He said, “It’ll likely be 
done over at St. Michael’s where they do 
the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum. 
They handle repairs and maintenance for 
the Tennyson right now. But that is also a 
placeholder. We do not have an immediate 
need for the Tennyson hull, but since it’s 
such an expensive item, we were asked to 
put that in as well.”

The commissioners will get a briefing on 
the parks and recreation CIP next week.

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Calvert Library Director Carrie Wilson
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INSTANT REBATE!
& FREE FINANCING
FOR 48 MONTHS*
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ALL AMERICAN DREW
& FREE FINANCING
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Affordable Funerals, Caskets, Vaults, 
Cremation Services and Pre-Need Planning

Family Owned and Operated by 
Barbara Rausch and Bill Gross

Where Life and Heritage are Celebrated

During a difficult 
time… still your best choice.

Owings
8325 Mt. Harmony Lane

410-257-6181

Port Republic
4405 Broomes Island Rd.

410-586-0520

Lusby
20 American Lane
410-326-9400

www.RauschFuneralHomes.com

Lynda J. Striegel
REVOCABLE LIVING TRUSTS • BUSINESS LAW 

WILLS • PROBATE ADMINISTRATION 
POWERS OF ATTORNEY • LIVING WILLS 

SPECIAL NEEDS TRUSTS FOR DISABLED INDIVIDUALS
Lyn speaks to many groups regarding Estate Planning & would 

be happy to speak to yours. Lyn also offers complimentary 
Estate Planning Classes the Third Wednesday of Each Month  

at 11AM at 8906 Bay Avenue • North Beach, MD 20714.

301-855-2246 • www.legalstriegel.com

Inside and outside, by hand. Residential specialists serving the local area 
full-time for 30 years. Locally owned and operated. 
Working owners ensures quality. No pick up labor.

Chesapeake Window Cleaning Co.

Ask about our low- pressure, no damage soft washing service, to remove deeply 
embedded dirt. For concrete, stone, brick and siding.

410-280-2284 • 301-656-9274
Licensed, bonded and insured.

Making the Case for a Community Center
Funding, Phasing Still Uncertain
By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

When the Calvert County Board of 
County Commissioners (BOCC) approve 
a six-year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) 
this spring, one of the decisions they will 
have to make will be the status of the pro-
posed Harriett Elizabeth Brown (HEB) 
Community Center. The BOCC last year 
pulled $6 million allocated to construc-
tion of the new facility from the plan and 
instead just inserted $1 million in planning 
money in the CIP for Fiscal Year 2024. 
That came after a cost estimate came in at 
just under $40 million.

Director of Parks and Recreation Shan-
non Nazzal gave a briefing on the project 
for the new commissioners at the BOCC’s 
Jan. 31 meeting. She explained, “The con-
versation regarding a community center in 
Prince Frederick began in 2009. In 2015, the 
‘temporary’ community center was opened 
with a plan to build a permanent commu-
nity center. In 2018, a 22.15-acre property 
was purchased on Fairground Road in 
Prince Frederick to serve as the site of the 
new community center. Community input 
had been received through many commu-
nity groups and in 2019 a conceptual plan 
was developed. On August 11, 2020, the 
BOCC directed staff to continue prelim-
inary planning in the development of the 
FY22 CIP budget, including construction 
in the FY24 CIP budget, provide an update 
to the BOCC by December 1, 2020, seek 
grant funding from other sources, research 
public/private partnership opportunities, 
and solicit public input for the Harriet Eliz-
abeth Brown Community Center. The mas-
ter plan for the project was adopted by the 
BOCC on April 12, 2022. This includes a 
footprint of approximately 35,000 square 
feet with a total square footage of just over 
40,000 square feet. The park would include 
outdoor basketball, tennis, pickleball, yard 
games area, playground, trail space, Har-
riet E. Brown memorial area, green / event 
space and parking.”

Brown is a county civil rights icon who 
as a teacher was successful in getting parity 
with white teachers after a suit was filed by 

her lawyer Thurgood Marshall. It was the 
first Brown vs. Board of Education, well 
before the more famous one. The school 
board settled before it went to trial.”

Nazzal said, “The staff has been directed 
to investigate the phasing of this project 
due to the overall cost estimated in the 
master plan. It is the goal to move forward 
with the design of the parking area first to 
provide the community access to the prop-
erty as quickly as possible.” She added, 
“There is currently no additional funding 
allocated for this project.”

Nazzal explained, “Usually in the design 
process we’re able to work with the consul-
tants on a phased approach and cost esti-
mates of those phased approaches in that 
design.”

Commissioner President Buddy Hance 
noted, “When I came on board there was 
a campaign to get the center and we defi-
nitely need a center in Prince Frederick. 
I’m not opposed to that. The issue was that 
we were told $7 million would do it and we 
did find $7 million that we were going to 
put in last year’s CIP, and we’d be building 
today. The issue is that when we came to 
last year’s budget, I think we were almost 
done the budget and we had a presentation, 
and the cost went from $7 million to $39 
million and we couldn’t do that. I mean, 
if you look at the CIP, this is more than a 
firehouse.”

Several members of the Harriett Eliza-
beth Brown Commemorative Task Force 
spoke in support of the project at the meet-
ing. Former commissioner and school 
board member Pat Nutter said, “Long 
before Harriet Elizabeth Brown came into 
effect, there was talk about we needed a 
place in the 2nd District as a community 
center.”

He added, “When you say recreation, 
first thing people think about are sports, but 
there are other things in recreation because 
not all youth want to participate in sports. 
There are other things. It’s a gathering 
place. It a place to be mentored by different 
people, whether it’s boy scouts, girl scouts 
or someone in arts and crafts.”

Joyce Freeland, former NAACP presi-
dent, observed that the task force, with the 

help of the late Senator Mike Miller, Sen-
ator Michael Jackson, Delegate Mark 
Fisher, and, when he as delegate, 
Tony O’Donnell and others “were 
able to get some of Harriet 
Elizabeth Brown’s projects 
done. On November 1st, 
2016, Harriet Elizabeth 
Brown Memorial Park-
way was dedicated. It 
runs from the intersec-
tion of Routes 2 and 
4 into Anne Arundel 
County.”

A portrait of Brown 
also now hangs in the 
courthouse and in 
the temporary cen-
ter named for her. 
The third piece of the 
commemoration is the 
permanent community 
center, “Now it is past 
time for the Harriet Eliz-
abeth Brown Center part to 
become a reality,” she said.

Sudha Haley, a senior citi-
zens advocate, said, “Our county 
could again be a trailblazer for 
Maryland to provide a safe and vibrant 
place like the HEB Center and Park, where 
community groups could flourish and what 
a great venue to be for intergenerational 
gatherings, for recreation and learning, 
bringing together young and old and every-
one in between.”

Task force president Margaret Dunkle 
said, “We look forward to working with 
you to follow up to make it a reality. We 
realize the budget figures did not come 
in as we had hoped they would or as they 
would have had this been implemented 

back in 2015 when we made the recom-
mendation. But what is, is, and we want to 
work with you to make the Harriet Eliza-
beth Brown Community Center and Park 
the reality that Calvert County deserves, 
that Ms. Brown deserves in her honor. And 
we look forward to doing that.”

 dickmyers@countytimes.net

8Local NewsCalvertCalvert



Thursday, February 9, 2023Calvert County Times

LOCAL 
ADVERTISING IS 
MORE POWERFUL 
THAN EVER.

TO PLACE AN AD IN THE CALVERT COUNTY TIMES, 
CONTACT 301-373-4125

Dull Out as Public 
Works Director

By Dick Myers 
Staff Writer

Calvert County Public Works Director 
Kerry Dull has been “released” from his 
position, according to Commissioner Pres-
ident Buddy Hance, who did not explain 
the reason because it is a personnel matter.

Dull’s department was under fire after 
water and sewer bills were unexpectedly 
sent out over the holidays in which custom-
ers were hit with thousands of dollars more 
than they were previously paying. The bills 
were sent under a county policy putting 
customers in a different Equivalent Dwell-
ing Unit (EDU) category when their water 
usage exceeded a pre-determined level.

The notices became a public relations 
nightmare with many citizens complaining 
at the first commissioner meeting of the 
new year, also the first for the three new 
board members.

Hance would not confirm that the faux 
pas was the reason for Dull’s termination.

 At that first meeting of the new year, 
County Administrator Mark Willis took 
responsibility for it. Since then the com-
missioners have rescinded the fee increases 
and promised to review the policy.

The department also came under fire 
for the abortive idea of transporting 
Prince Frederick sewage to Solomons and 
the contention that the Prince Frederick 
plants were near capacity, which was later 
deemed incorrect.

Dull replaced then director Rai Sharma, 
who also left county government abruptly 
with no reason announced and his service 
never recognized.

At the commissioners’ Feb. 7 meeting, 
public works deputy director J. R. Cos-
grove was announced as the department’s 
interim director.

Meanwhile, Hance has been critical of 
customer service by county departments.

The commissioners meet with depart-
ment heads before their regular Tuesday 
meeting, however that early meeting is not 
broadcast or streamed. Hance confirmed to 
The County Times that at a recent meet-
ing he was critical of the departments’ 
customer service. He said he had received 
complaints about unreturned calls and 
inability to get information. Several per-
sons who spoke in the wake of the water 
and sewer bill flap also complained about 
being unable to get an explanation.

Bob Estes, an environmental activist 
who attends many commissioner meet-
ings, was at the staff meeting. He described 
Hance as having a “tirade to the staff lead-
ers who were at the 9 a.m. pre-meeting.”

Estes said, “He was very upset about the 
numerous complaints to him and the other 
commissioners about no one answering the 
phone at the offices and citizens not get-
ting callbacks in a timely manner as well 
as conflicting information and circular 
finger pointing between the departments. 
He reminded them that they are part of a 
service group beholden to the citizens and 
that the current state of affairs is just not 
acceptable. He told them it had to stop now 
or there would be hell to pay. He said that 
working from home was no excuse. He 
also said that the time to process simple 
permit tasks like building a deck should 
not take weeks. He set a response time to 
getting back to citizens at three days even 
if all that could be said was that the work 
was progressing.”

Hance told the County Times he supports 
telework when appropriate but that was not 
an excuse for poor customer service.

dickmyers@countytimes.net

Former Public Works Director Kerry Dull

Kitten Found in 
Chesapeake Beach 
Dumpster: Update

Lulu is an approximately one-year-old 
calico cat who is as sweet as the day is 
long. Through her ordeal, she seems deter-
mined not to hold it against anyone. She is 
thriving at the shelter and enjoying the love 
everyone gives her, but she is looking for a 
home of her very own.

Lulu will be up to date on vaccina-
tions, spayed, microchipped and available 
this Friday, Feb. 10, to the first qualified 
adopter.

Thank you to the person who called 
in the incident, County dispatchers, the 
Calvert County Sheriff’s Office and 
Calvert County Animal Control for saving 
our beautiful feline friend!

This cat remains part of an active investi-
gation. Anyone with information about this 
incident is asked to contact ACO Buckler 
at Blair.Buckler@calvertcountymd.gov or 
send an anonymous tip to csotips@calvert-
countymd.gov.

Public Safety Reminds Multi-
line Phone System Users to 
Ensure Direct Access to 911

The Calvert County Department of Pub-
lic Safety, Emergency Communications 
Division, reminds residents and business 
owners to ensure that their multi-line tele-
phone systems provide direct access to 911, 
without requiring an individual to dial any 
other numbers first, as required by state and 
federal law. Multi-line telephone systems 
are typically found in office buildings, 
campuses, hotels and other enterprises.

Dubbed “Kari’s Law,” the law is named 
in honor of Kari Hunt, who was murdered 
by her estranged husband in a Texas motel 
room in December 2013. Her 9-year-old 
daughter tried to call 911 four times, but 
was unable to reach emergency services 
because she did not know the motel phone 
required “9” to be dialed to reach an out-
side line. Gov. Larry Hogan enacted Kari’s 
Law in 2015 for the state of Maryland. The 
law was enacted by Congress in 2018.

Businesses and organizations using a 

multi-line telephone system should contact 
their provider to find out how their system 
is set up and to ask for direct dialing of 911 
without having to dial a prefix or access 
code first. Federal Communications Com-
mission (FCC) rules require any new sys-
tem to be pre-configured to support direct 
dialing of 911; however these rules apply 
only to those that were manufactured, 
imported, offered for first sale or lease, or 
installed after Feb. 16, 2020.

For questions or more information, citi-
zens may contact the Department of Public 
Safety, Emergency Communications Divi-
sion, at 410-535-1600, ext. 2492.

Find information on Calvert County 
Government services online at www.
CalvertCountyMd.gov. Stay up to date 
with Calvert County Government on Face-
book at www.facebook.com/CalvertCoun-
tyMd and YouTube at www.youtube.com/
CalvertCountyGov.

Beautiful condo in Nags Head for rent.    
Beachwoods Resort in Kitty Hawk, 

located at milepost #1. 
 3 bedrooms, 3 bath, 2 kitchens and 

living rooms, sleeps 10.  
Indoor pool with waterpark, gym, outdoor 

pool, hiking paths, private beach with 
parking, scheduled daily children’s activities.  

Wooded resort with bike trail.  
Available 7/29/23–8/5/23  

$2,500 for the full week ($357/night) 
Call 301-904-8483

Vacation Rental 
in Nags Head
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CALVERT SHERIFF'S 
CRIME BLOTTER

Cops & Courts

Burglary: 23-6592
On January 31, 2023, Deputy Novick 

responded to the 11300 block of Com-
manche Road in Lusby, for the reported 
burglary. The complainant advised three 
individuals were observed on a trail cam-
era exiting a single-family residence under 
construction. The homeowner arrived 
on scene and advised there were ashes 
all over the floor and the odor of mari-
juana was present. No property was sto-
len or damaged. This case remains under 
investigation.

Theft: 23-7344
On February 3, 2023, Deputy Durn-

baugh responded to the Dash-In located at 
875 North Solomons Island Road in Prince 
Frederick, for the report of a theft. Investi-
gation revealed an unknown male suspect 
entered the store asking for a band-aid and 
while the cashier was looking behind the 
register, the suspect walked behind the 
counter and stole a pack of Newport cig-
arettes. The suspect described as a black 
male wearing a blue and white colored 
jacket, blue jeans, black hat and tennis 
shoes then exited the store without paying 
for the items. The estimated value of stolen 
property is $12.00.

ARRESTS

On February 2, 
2023, Deputy Zinn 
responded to the 
area of N. Solo-
mons Island Road 
and Industry Lane 
in Prince Frederick, 
to assist a motor-
ist. The sole occu-
pant and driver, 

Keith Arlington Yates, 35 of Saint Ini-
goes, advised deputies he ran out of gas. 
Deputies on scene asked Yates to start the 
vehicle which started with no issues. Dep-
uties observed multiple signs of impair-
ment while speaking with Yates. A search 
of Yates’s person revealed a clear capsule 

with suspected heroin residue inside. A 
vehicle search revealed six clear capsules, a 
sulfate cigarette wrapper, and a spoon all of 
which contained heroin residue. A syringe, 
a Zip-lock bag containing marijuana, and 
approximately 46 round white pills were 
also found. Yates was transported to the 
Calvert County Detention Center where he 
was charged with Reckless Driving, CDS: 
Possession- Not Cannabis, CDS: Pos-
session of Paraphernalia and other traffic 
related charges.

On February 5, 
2023, Deputy Tava-
res responded to the 
Dunn Clean Laun-
dry located at 248 
Town Square Dr. 
Lusby MD, 20678 
for a welfare check. 
The complainant 
advised a male was 

laying down behind two trash cans. Deputy 
Tavares arrived on scene and made contact 
Ted William Taylor, Jr., 33 of Prince Fred-
erick. Taylor was advised he had an out-
standing warrant through Fairfax County 
and had been trespassed indefinitely from 
the property.  Taylor became irate and con-
frontational, yelling profanities, refusing to 
obey lawful commands. Deputies placed 
Taylor into custody and transported him 
to the Calvert County Detention Center 
where he was charged with Resist/Interfere 
with Arrest, Obstructing and Hindering, 
and Failure to Obey Reasonable/Lawful 
Order of a Law Enforcement Officer.

 
Anyone with information about these 

incidents is asked to call the Sheriff’s 
Office at (410) 535-2800 and reference 
the case number provided. Citizens may 
remain anonymous thru the ‘Submit a 
Tip’ feature on the Calvert County Sher-
iff’s Office mobile app. To download, visit 
https://apps.myocv.com/share/a39520678 . 
Tipsters may also email ccsotips@calvert-
countymd.gov

Right of BuRial
SoutheRn MeMoRial gaRdenS

dunkiRk, Md

2 gRave SiteS + 2 vaultS + 2 caSketS 
with inteRnMent fee’S $10,700. 

 contact doReen | 702.275.2507c.

WWW.SOMD.COM
CLASS.SOMD.COM

YOUR ONLINE  
COMMUNITY FOR 

CHARLES, CALVERT,  
& ST. MARY’S COUNTY

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
LOCAL ADVERTISERS

REAL ESTATE
SERVICES
VEHICLES

EMPLOYMENT
CHILD CARE

GENERAL  
MERCHANDISE
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Calvert Community Calendar
To submit your event listing to go in our Community Calendar, please email timescalendar@countytimes.net with the listing details by 12 p.m. on the Monday prior to our Thursday publication.

Fri, Feb 10
Annmarie After Hours, Opening 
Reception

Annemarie Sculpture Garden, 5-7 p.m.

For Breaking Ground: Art About the 
Earth and Narratives: Works by Sharon 
Robinson 

Enjoy extended hours in the garden in 
celebration of the opening of two new 
exhibits. Both galleries in the Arts Build-
ing will be open until 7:00pm, along with 
the sculpture garden and walking trails. 
Enjoy live music, tour the new exhibit, 
take a walk, and appreciate an evening of 
art and nature. You’ll find a cash bar and 
food truck as well. Admission is $5/per-
son; members free; reservations are not 
required, just come. visit www.annmar-
iegarden.org or call 410-326-4640.

On Pins & Needles

Calvert Library Prince Frederick
850 Costley Way, 1-4 p.m.

Bring your quilting, needlework, knit-
ting, crocheting or other project for an 
afternoon of conversation and shared cre-
ativity, 410-535-0291 or 301-855-1862.  
https://CalvertLibrary.info.   

Sat, Feb 11
Valentine Market 

Annemarie Sculpture Garden
9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Admission to the market area is free 

The Valentine Maker’s Market is the 
place to find thoughtful and handmade 
gifts for all the sweeties in your life. There 
is always a fabulous variety of options, 
including small batch chocolates, jew-
elry, leather goods, pottery, clothing, and 
so much more! You will find indoor and 
outdoor vendors offering a wide selection 
of homemade, handmade or homegrown 
products, all made smoking or vaping. 
Details: www.annmariegarden.org 

Sun, Feb 12
Southern Maryland Bluegrass” concert 
series

Calvert Elks Lodge #2620
1015 Dares Beach Road
Prince Frederick
2 p.m.

Featuring Lonesome River Band.  
Since its formation decades ago, Lone-
some River Band continues its reputation 
as one of the most respected names in 
Bluegrass music. Five-time International 

Bluegrass Music Association (IBMA) 
Banjo Player of the Year, and winner of 
the Steve Martin Prize for Excellence 
in Banjo and Bluegrass, Sammy Shelor 
leads the group that is constantly break-
ing new ground in acoustic music. 

Tickets for each show will be avail-
able at the door for $20 per person. 
Under twelve are admitted free with a 
paid adult. Food and beverages will be 
available for sale and there will be a 
50/50 raffle as well as door prizes. The 
doors open at Noon and the shows will 
begin at 2 p.m. with the announcement 
of an upcoming surprise event. Infor-
mation for each show can be found at 
www.somdbluegrass.com or by calling 
301-737-3004.

Mon, Feb 13
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance

Calvert Library Prince Frederick
850 Costley Way
9:30am-4:15pm. 

VITA provides free federal and state tax 
preparation services for households whose 
total household income is $57,000 or less. 
Tax services are provided by IRS-certified 
tax preparers. Tax service is for Charles’, 
Prince George’s, St Mary’s and Calvert 
County residents. Visit the website or con-
tact the library for details and limitations, 
410-535-0291 or 301-855-1862.   https://
CalvertLibrary.info.   

JobSource Mobile Career Center

Calvert Library Fairview Branch
Rt. 4 and Chaneyville Road, Owings
1-4 p.m.

 Stop by to visit the JobSource Mobile 
Career Center for your job search needs! 
Get job counseling and resume help, search 
for jobs and connect with Southern Mary-
land JobSource, 410-257-2101. https://
CalvertLibrary.info.

Tue, Feb 14
Explorers

Calvert Library Prince Frederick
850 Costley Way
6-7 p.m.

 Explore the world without ever leaving 
the library. Join us each month to “visit” 
a new country and learn all about its cul-
ture, traditions and language. Grades 3-5. 
Registration Required, 410-535-0291 or 
301-855-1862.  https://CalvertLibrary.info

Wed, Feb 15
Working Wednesdays - How to Love 
Your Career

Calvert Library Prince Frederick
850 Costley Way
10 a.m.-12 p.m.

 In the spirit of Valentine’s Day learn 
how to LOVE YOUR CAREER! Profes-
sionals, managers, volunteers, and jobseek-
ers of all ages can learn how to build and 
rekindle effective professional and busi-
ness relationships, go after the dream, and 
evaluate your skillsets to love your career!  
Registration closes the Monday before the 
event. Management Consultants from Lord 
and Tucker Management Consultants, 
LLC are conducting this event sponsored 
by the Calvert County Minority Business 
Alliance. 410-535-0291 or 301-855-1862.  
https://CalvertLibrary.info.   

Book Discussion

Calvert Library, online, 2-3 p.m.  

The Radium Girls by Kate Moore is 
written with a sparkling voice and break-
neck pace, The Radium Girls fully illumi-
nates the inspiring young women exposed 
to the “wonder” substance of radium, and 
their awe-inspiring strength in the face of 
almost impossible circumstances.  https://
CalvertLibrary.info.   

Reading Buddies

Calvert Library Fairview Branch
6-7 p.m.

Help build your child’s reading con-
fidence by reading to a teen. Bring your 
child and we will provide the teenager. 
Fun for all! Does your K-5th grade child 
struggle with reading confidence? This is 
a great opportunity for reading practice in 
a safe and welcoming space! Register for 
the event. At the event, pick out a book you 
would like to read. Choose your teen Read-
ing Buddy and read them a story! Have 
fun! If you are interested in being a Teen 
Reading Buddy, please call Mary at the 
library for more information at least a week 
before the event. Earn a service learning 
hour!  410-257-2101. https://CalvertLi-
brary.info.   

Tween Book Club

Calvert Library Southern Branch
13920 H. G. Trueman Road, Solomons
6-7 p.m. 

Among the Hidden by Margaret Peter-
son Haddix. Join other book lovers during 
this fun winter book club! We will be read-
ing and discussing fabulous books. Did we 
mention there will be snacks?! In a future 
where the Population Police enforce the 

law limiting a family to only two children, 
Luke has lived all his twelve years in iso-
lation and fear on his family’s farm, until 
another “third” convinces him that the 
government is wrong.  Ask at the desk to 
check out a copy! 410-326-5289.   https://
CalvertLibrary.info.   

Thu, Feb 16
Little Minnows

Calvert Marine Museum
10:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.

This month’s theme is The Masked Ban-
dit is Out at Night. For preschoolers ages 3 
– 5, with an adult. This program focuses on 
one of the museum’s three themes. Join us 
for story time and a takeaway craft, avail-
able while supplies last. Sessions are 25-40 
minutes. Capacity is limited. Sign up at the 
Admissions Desk when you arrive. Cost is 
free with admission,

Upcoming
Maritime Performance Series with Ash 
& Eric

Calvert Marine Museum
Friday, Feb. 17, 7 p.m. 

The married couple’s new 
album Sure (May 2022) is “a tale of love… 
[with] some heartaches and a pinch of dis-
putation along the way.” Hailing from the 
gritty heart of New England, the two find 
consolation in discovering beauty in the 
challenges of life. Their warm harmonies, 
swirling acoustic guitars, and easy stage 
presence have earned them a dedicated 
following in the emerging US folk scene, 
performing with folk legends like Living-
ston Taylor, Mark Erelli and Vance Gilbert. 
Performance is in the museum’s Harms 
Gallery starting at 7 p.m.; doors open at 6 
p.m. with beer and wine for sale. Tickets 
are $20 online at bit.ly/MaritimeConcerts 
and $25 at the door. 

Great Backyard Bird Count

Calvert Marine Museum, Friday & Sat-
urday, Feb. 17 & 18 –10 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Participate in a Citizen Science activ-
ity that provides data to the Cornell Lab 
of Ornithology and the National Audu-
bon Society. Check out a pair of binoc-
ulars and a bird count tally sheet in the 
museum lobby to assist us with this pro-
gram on your own or on a guided walk with 
museum educators. For adults and children 
in third grade or older who are interested 
in assisting with research. Children must 
be accompanied by an adult. Included with 
museum admission.
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L A S T  W E E K ’ S  S O L U T I O N S

CLUES ACROSS
1. Functions
5. Records electric currents associated 
with contractions of the heart
 8. Trigonometric function (abbr.)
11. Secret political clique
13. Type of gibbon
14. Nocturnal S. American rodent
15. Famed American playwright
16. Mesopotamian goddess
17. Abba __, Israeli politician
18. Long ridge of gravel and sediment
20. A place to stay
21. Actor Idris
22. One who behaves in a rebellious way
25. A way to measure movement
30. Distinguish oneself
31. Type of drug (abbr.)
32. Basketball great Baylor
33. Masses of salivary matter
38. Calls balls and strikes
41. Plant that grows along the ground
43. A recreational activity in the air
45. Consumes too much
47. Island nation
49. Pistol
50. Mixtures of soul and calypso
55. Ancient Greek City
56. Similar
57. Roughly trimmed tree trunk used in a 
Scottish game
59. Semitic fertility god
60. Born  of
61. Frogs, toads, tree toads
62. School in the northeast (abbr.)
63. Soviet Socialist Republic
64. “__ the Man” Musical, baseball 
player

CLUES DOWN
1. Part of your foot
2. It’s at the back of the eyeball
3. Where things stand
4. Offered
5. Contains pollen
6. Boisterous get-together
7. Asserts out loud
9. They’re in the sky
10. Canonized
12. A politician’s official stances
14. It can catch fish
15. British thermal unit
17. Helps little firms
19. Where patients go for treatment
20. Large red deer
23. Pokes holes in
24. “Star Wars” hero Solo
25. One in a hospital
26. Scandinavian god of battle
27. Famous cat
28. __ Angeles: City of Angels
29. Type of drug (abbr.)
30. City along the Rhine
31. Animal disease
32. Martini ingredients
33. Get away
34. Rare species of rodent
36. Suppress



Thursday, February 9, 2023The County Times20

HANDYMAN SERVICE
BY TOM

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
301-884-6177 • 240-464-3978

•	Bathroom
•	Painting
•	Kitchens
•	Carpentry

•	Drywall Repairs
•	Basement Finishing
•	Ceramic Tiles
•	All Types of Repairs

Serving all of Southern Maryland
MHIC 16265

Southern Maryland Paints LLC. 
23976 POINT LOOKOUT ROAD • LEONARDTOWN • MD 20650    ACROSS FROM LEONARDTOWN HIGH SCHOOL

301-475-0448 • southernmarylandpaints.com

27898 Point Lookout Road • Loveville, Md • 20656

DAVE’S ENGINE SERVICE
“Where Service Comes First”

IN STOCK

Competitive Prices - Quantity Discounts
Monday - Friday 7 am to 6 pm 

Saturday 7 am to 4 pm • Sunday Closed 
Closed for Lunch 12:00 pm to 12:30 pm

Plastic Road Pipes
6" - 24: in Stock

Other Sizes Available

Call for a Free Estimate At 301-481-8207

Grey Beard Stump Grinding
Now is the time to get those 

stumps out!

Let winter weather settle the 
spot & be ready for spring.

Ask about our 
winter discounts!

LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWS
SERVING ST. MARY'S COUNTY & CALVERT COUNTY

%

ON NEWSSTANDS EVERY THURSDAY & ONLINE AT COUNTYTIMES.NET County Times
St. Mary’s County ● Calvert County

Inside and outside, by hand. Residential specialists serving the local area 
full-time for 30 years. Locally owned and operated. 
Working owners ensures quality. No pick up labor.

Chesapeake Window Cleaning Co.

Ask about our low- pressure, no damage soft washing service, to remove deeply 
embedded dirt. For concrete, stone, brick and siding.

410-280-2284 • 301-656-9274
Licensed, bonded and insured.

HAYDEN’S
Services

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Don’t Move Just
Improve!Improve!

Hayden’s Home Hayden’s Home 
Improvement can turn Improvement can turn 

your house into your your house into your 
DREAM HOME!DREAM HOME!

Locally owned and operated.
Serving St. Mary’s County

MHIC#72239301-994-2900
Call today for a free EstimateCall today for a free Estimate

• Additions
• Remodeling
• Basements
• Roofing
• Painting

• Siding
• Decks
• Window Replacement
• Block & Stone Work
• Drywall 

DIRECTORYBusinessBusiness

Commercial and Residential Cleaning, Laundry Services, Errand Commercial and Residential Cleaning, Laundry Services, Errand 
running and Grocery services, Organizing and Packing/Moving running and Grocery services, Organizing and Packing/Moving 

services (on a smaller scale), Pet sitting & Walking, Power services (on a smaller scale), Pet sitting & Walking, Power 
Washing, Window Cleaning, Grass Cutting, Elderly Care & Washing, Window Cleaning, Grass Cutting, Elderly Care & 

Assistance, Boat Cleaning, Weeding Gardens, Gutter Cleaning, Assistance, Boat Cleaning, Weeding Gardens, Gutter Cleaning, 
Help around the house, Help getting back and forth to the Doctors, Help around the house, Help getting back and forth to the Doctors, 

Trash And Junk Removal Trash And Junk Removal 

Handy Gal Services 

AND SO MUCH MORE! AND SO MUCH MORE! 
ALL FOR A LOW PRICE! ALL FOR A LOW PRICE! 
Just call Sam 410-830-1223 Just call Sam 410-830-1223 

References Available References Available 
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St. Mary's Community Calendar
To submit your event listing to go in our Community Calendar, please email timescalendar@countytimes.net with the listing details by 12 p.m. on the Monday prior to our Thursday publication.

Thu, Feb 9
National Pizza Night

Garvey Senior Activity Center
23630 Hayden Farm Ln, Leonardtown
6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Cost: $5 per person

Let’s celebrate national pizza day by 
eating pizza together and socialize! Come 
enjoy some pizza and beverages. Advanced 
Registration is required, and the fee covers 
the cost of the pizza.

Sat, Feb 11
Contra Dance

37497 Zach Fowler Road, Chaptico
7 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Come out to swing, promenade, and 
do-si-do to lively jigs, reels and waltzes 
played by the So. MD Open Band. A caller 
will teach and call the dances. Dance work-
shop at 7:00 PM. Dance begins at 7:30 PM. 
No partner required. Beginners welcome.
Trivia Night!

Patuxent Presbyterian Church
23421 Kingston Creek Road, California
2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Do you love playing trivia games as 
much as we do? Then you’re in luck! 
BELONG (Bridging Everyone Linking 
Older and Newer Generations) Trivia 
Night, our next intergenerational fellow-
ship event, is coming up on Saturday, 
February 11th from 2:00-5:00 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall. We will have a live trivia 
host and snacks. Bring a friend and join us! 
For more information about our church, 
please visit: www.paxpres.com.

Sun, Feb 12
Farmers Market-Fly in-Walk in-Drive in!

St. Mary’s County Airport Terminal 
44200 Airport Rd, California
9 a.m. to 1 p..m.

Oysters—Local Meats—Honey—Baked 
Goods –Eggs—Seasonal Produce—Local 
Hard Cider—Local Bourbon—Breads— 
Pickles—Goat Milk Soap—Aged Oils & 
Vinegars—Sheep Cheese– Local Beer—

Spices—Local Chocolate
FLY IN or DRIVE IN!

Mon, Feb 13
Red-Cross Blood Drive @ Social Hall-
2nd Dist., Drayden Rd.

2nd District VFD & RS, Company 6, 
45245 Drayden Rd., Valley Lee
1:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.

For more information, or to schedule 
your life saving donation, call 1-800-RED-
CROSS or visit www.redcrossblood.org/ to 
download the blood donor app.

Social Distancing / Mask may be 
required.

Upcoming 
Corn Hole Tournament

Feb. 25
Bay District Volunteer Fire Department
46900 S Shangri-La Dr, Lexington Park
1 p.m.

Steven King, one of the 2nd Dist. VFD, 
Valley Lee, Co. 6 members, is experiencing 
some serious medical issues and currently 
in the care of Hospice. Steven’s family is 
hosting a Cornhole Tournament to assist 
him to offset the large medical bills that 
have been incurred. 

For more info please call 240-216-0167. 

2022 Sustainability Award Nomination 
Deadline

Tue, 28 Feb

The St Mary’s County Commission on the 
Environment is accepting nominations to 
recognize efforts to incorporate and expand 
sustainable environmental practices into St 
Mary’s County. Categories include: Busi-
nesses, Restaurants, Schools, Non-profits, 
Farms, and Individuals. See the nomination 
forms on the County website: https://www.
stmarysmd.com/docs/2022_St_Mary_s_
Sustainability_Awards.pdf

Nominate your deserving organization 
or one that you admire for their extraordi-
nary practices!

7th District Opti mist Club

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN!
7th District Opti mist Park

21860 Colton Point Rd. Bushwood, MD
12pm Start Time

12 FEB 2023 & 12 MAR 2023

Kid’s Shoot · Cash Shot
Hot Dogs · Chili · Cold Drinks

www.facebook.com/7dopti mist
www.7thdistrictopti mist.org 301-475-5151

22685 Washington St, Leonardtown, MD

Sweet Valentine’s Sweet Valentine’s 
BuffetBuffet

Sat. Feb. 11 & Sun. Feb. 12 Sat. Feb. 11 & Sun. Feb. 12 
8am – 2pm8am – 2pm

Adults: $20.95 Seniors (65+): $15.95 Kids 6–10: $12.95
Kids 3–5: $6.95 Kids 2 & Under: Free

Mimosa 10oz $8 • Orange, Cranberry & Orange/Cranberry
(Must have Valid ID to Purchase)

Due to the volume of customers expected, 
we will not be serving from the menu—buff et only.

Please make reservations for parties of six or more.

Scrambled Eggs
Hash Browns

Pancakes (Gluten Free 
Available)

Breakfast Bacon Bit Pizza
Frittata with Bacon, Spinach 

& Tomato
Sausage & Egg Casserole
Keto Breakfast Casserole

Sausage Gravy & Biscuits
Cinnamon Baked French 

Toast
Mini Muffi  ns

Fresh Sliced Melons
Rice Pudding

Bread Pudding
Strawberry Shortcake 
Sweetheart Brownies

Calendars
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Intro to Microsoft Excel
Learn the basics of computer spread-

sheets with this introductory in-person 
class at Leonardtown Library on Friday, 
February 17 from 10 - 11:30 a.m. Have you 
been meaning to learn how to use the 
computer to make lists or to calculate 
columns of numbers?  We’ll cover the 
basics of creating, saving, and formatting 
spreadsheets as well as using formulas 
so you can get started with Microsoft Ex-
cel!  We’ll also introduce you to resources 

available on the library website to contin-
ue to develop your computer skills. Regis-
ter on www.stmalib.org. 

Library Closed for 
Presidents Day

All three St. Mary’s County Library lo-
cations will be closed on Monday, Febru-
ary 20 to observe Presidents Day. All loca-
tions will be open regular business hours 
on Tuesday, February 21. 

Recognizing Our Past
Join the St. Mary’s County Library in 

welcoming author, historian, and re-
searcher, Daryl T. Hinmon, in discussing 
his works and his efforts to celebrate 
lesser-known figures in Black History at 
Lexington Park Library on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 21 from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. No regis-
tration is required.  Hinmon will discuss 
the remarkable achievements of formerly 
enslaved African American ancestors and 
their descendants. Anything of value is 
typically hidden by nature, or other peo-
ple, and it takes work to unearth valuable 
gems that will increase your worth. True 
Black History is one of those gems that 
was hidden from our enslaved ances-
tors because the true knowledge of their 
history would have made them ‘forev-
er unfit to be slaves’. Daryl T. Hinmon is 
an acclaimed local author of two books: 
Slaves With Swag: The Negroes Your 
History Teacher Forgot To Mention and 
Black Gold: Remarkable Achievements of 
Formerly Enslaved African Americans & 
Their Descendants. 

Open Art Workshop: With 
Deb McClure

Art is all about self-expression, but 
having some guidance never hurt anyone. 
Artist Deb McClure will be at Leonard-
town Library on Friday, February 24 from 
1 - 4:30 p.m., prepped with exercises and 
guidance, to help you create art that truly 
speaks to you. This program will focus on 

acrylic paint, though you are welcome to 
bring other mediums to work on. Painting 
supplies, such as canvas, brushes, and 
paints will be provided by the St. Mary’s 
Arts Council. Each workshop will feature 
a still life set up for use, as well as oth-
er guided exercises. Deb will be on hand 
to offer advice, guidance, or just friendly 
artistic conversation. Feel free to come in 
and stop by for however long you would 
like, just be ready to make some art! No 
registration. 

Seventeenth-Century 
Dutch Pots in Maryland 

Middens
Dr. James Gibb will use an archaeo-

logical lens to discuss findings from a 
17th-century plantation in Calvert County 
in a virtual discussion on Monday, Feb-
ruary 27 from 7 – 8 p.m. The peg-legged, 
one-eyed, cutlass-wielding pirate is a 
mainstay of comedic movies and tele-
vision advertisements. Evidence from a 
17th-century plantation site in southern 
Calvert County suggests a less colorful 
image: common merchantmen smuggling 
bales of fabric and crates of ceramics. In 
this illustrated presentation, Dr. Gibb will 
explore restrictions on the importation of 
non-British goods to Maryland and the 
evidence for smuggling in archaeological 
deposits dating to the 1650s and 1660s. 
Register on www.stmalib.org.

St. Mary’s Department of Aging & Human Services
Programs and Activities Loffler Senior Activity Center 301-475-4200, ext. 1658

Garvey Senior Activity Center, 301-475-4200, ext. 1080
Northern Senior Activity Center, 301-475-4002, ext. 3101

Unless otherwise specified, all activities are open to Senior Activity Center participants ages 50+. Please call your local Senior Activity Center or visit StMarysMD.com/aging for the most up-to-date information.

Black History Month – Film Series
Join us in the Social Room at Northern 

Senior Activity Center for our free film 
series. HBO’s King in the Wilderness (1hr 
51min) will be shown Friday, Feb. 10, at 
12 p.m. Netflix’s 13th (1hr 40min) will be 
shown Friday, Feb. 17, at 12 p.m. Finally, 
Lilies of the Field starring Sidney Poitier 
(1hr 34min) will be shown Friday, Feb. 24 
at 12 p.m. Space is limited for each show-
ing. To register for these free events, click 
on the “View and Sign Up for Activities 
and Programs” button at www.stmarysmd.
com/aging. Accommodations can be made 
for those requiring registration assistance 
by leaving a message at 301-475-4200, 
ext. 3115.

Nutrition Education
This month Donna Taggert will discuss 

Heart Health at the Loffler Senior Activ-
ity Center on Monday, Feb. 13, at 10 a.m. 
Register for this talk by going to www.
stmarysmd.com/aging or leave a message 
on our reservation line at 301-475-4200, 
ext. 1660. ADDITIONALLY- Donna 
offers free personal nutritional education at 
11 a.m. on the day she is here if you make 
an appointment with her by text message 
or calling 240-538-6539.

Watercolor with T.L. Ford 
Come learn the basics of watercolor 

painting in a relaxing, informal setting 
at the Garvey Senior Activity Center. No 
experience or drawing skills are necessary 
and everything you need is provided. The 
theme of the painting for Tuesday, Feb. 14, 
at 1:30 p.m. will be Jungle Leaves. The 
cost for each class will be $25.

February Health Watch
Surprising Health Challenges of Aging 

plus Aging Successfully are the topics that 
will be presented this month at the Loffler 
Senior Activity Center on Wednesday, Feb. 
15, at 9:30 a.m. Aging bodies take longer to 
recover from illnesses and can sometimes 
make one more vulnerable in unexpected 
ways. But awareness and knowledge can 
give you an edge in prevention and quicker 
recovery. And there is more good news- 
there are simple, fun ways to stay stronger 
longer! Advance registration is required for 
this presentation. Go to www.stmarysmd.
com/aging or leave a message on our res-
ervation line at 301-475-4200, ext. 1660.

Presented by Hope & Healing 
As we age life’s events can often become 

overwhelming, both mentally as well as 
physically. Especially during this time it’s 

even more important to take care of your 
mental wellness. We have collaborated 
with Hope & Healing Psychotherapy, LLC 
to bring you a Mental Health Series. At 
the Garvey Senior Activity Center, we will 
hear a presentation on a new topic. The 
topic for Tuesday, Feb. 21, at 1 p.m. will 
be Trust & Relationships. Advance sign up 
is required and a suggested donation of $5 
for each series is requested.

Indoor Cornhole Tournament
Who doesn’t love a good round of corn-

hole? Compete in this casual & fun tour-
nament at Northern Senior Activity Center 
on Wednesday, Feb. 22, from 1-3:30 p.m. 
Show off your skills or try it out for the 
first time. Keep in mind that this game 
requires good dexterity, throwing, and 
hand-eye coordination. The winner of the 
tournament will win a prize. It’s currently 
a secret. You’ll have to attend to find out! 
To register for this free event, click on the 
“View and Sign Up for Activities and Pro-
grams” button at www.stmarysmd.com/
aging. Accommodations can be made for 
those requiring registration assistance by 
leaving a message at 301-475-4200, ext. 
3115.

Winter & Spring Well-being: A 5 Ele-
ment Qigong & Yoga Workshop

The Traditional Chinese Medicine 5 
Elements represent what is in Nature - 
Water, Wood, Fire, Earth, Metal - and 
are associated with the Kidneys, Liver, 
Heart, Spleen, Lungs, emotions and much 
more. With a focus on Winter and Spring 
elements, Paty Massón and Judi Lyons 
delightfully transform the 5 Element con-
cepts into a lovely movement practice of 
Qigong and Yoga, to invite more radiant 
health - emotionally, physically, and spiri-
tually. Join Paty & Judi at Northern Senior 
Activity Center on Monday, Feb. 27, from 
1-3 p.m. Paty is certified in RYT® 500, 
CBT, and Qigong. Judi Lyons/Mindful 
Motions Md. is YACEP®, E-RYT® 200, 
EMYoga® Certified, RYT® 500 Ther-
apeutic. To register for this event & pay 
the $20 fee, click on the “View and Sign 
Up for Activities and Programs” button at 
www.stmarysmd.com/aging. Accommo-
dations can be made for those requiring 
registration assistance by leaving a mes-
sage at 301-475-4200, ext. 3115. 

Calendars
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Sandra Eversberg, 64

Sandra Anne 
Eversberg, “Sandy”, 
64, of Hollywood, 
MD, formerly of 
M e c h a n i c s v i l l e , 
MD, passed away 
on January 27, 2023 
at her home. Born on 
February 28, 1958 

in Washington, D.C., she was the daughter 
of the late Mary Long and the late Thomas 
Long, Sr. Sandra was the loving wife of 
Michael Eversberg, whom she married on 
September 27, 1986 in St. John Catholic 
Church, Hollywood, MD. She is survived 
by her children Michael Eversberg II of 
Lexington Park, MD, William Eversberg 
(Kirsten) of Lexington Park, MD, Jessica 
Eversberg of California, MD, and Joseph 
Eversberg of California, MD, her sister 
Ellen Long of Lexington Park, MD, as well 
as two grandchildren. In addition to her 
parents, Sandra was preceded in death by 
her siblings Thomas Long, Jr., Gerri Stokel, 
Michael Long, and Patricia Lewis.

Sandra was a lifelong St. Mary’s County, 
MD resident. She graduated from Chopticon 
High School in 1975 and was a homemaker. 
Sandra enjoyed gardening, crocheting, 
watching wildlife, and her cooking shows. 
She belonged to the Hollywood Vol. Fire 
Department Ladies Auxiliary. 

The family will receive friends on Friday, 
February 3, 2023 from 10:00 AM to 11:00 
AM in the Mattingely-Gardiner Funeral 
Home, Leonardtown, MD, where a funeral 
service will be held at 11:00 AM in the funeral 
home chapel with Father Ray Schmidt offici-
ating. Interment will be private.

Condolences may be made to the family 
at www.mgfh.com.Arrangements provided 
by the Mattingley-Gardiner Funeral Home 
and Cremation Services, P.A., Leonard-
town, MD

George Trossbach, Sr., 92

George DePaul 
Trossbach, Sr., 92, 
of Scotland, MD, 
peacefully passed 
away on January 31, 
2023 at his home 
surrounded by his 
loving family. Born 
on April 13, 1930 in 

Beachville, MD, he was the son of the late 
John Linwood and Mary Adelaide Norris 
Trossbach. He was the loving husband to 
the late Opal Lacey McMillian Trossbach, 
who preceded him in death on April 7, 2010. 
They were married at Arlington Methodist 
Chuch in Arlington, VA on December 5, 
1958. George is survived by his two chil-
dren George Trossbach, Jr. (Connie) of St. 
Inigoes, MD and Violet Halton (Timothy) 
of Brandywine, MD, his siblings Marjorie 
Ridgell of Scotland, MD, Juanita Smith 
of Ridge, MD, John L. “Bill” Trossbach 
(Frances Mae) of Drayden, MD, Norris 
“Buster” Trossbach (Hilda) of Scotland, 
MD, and Amelia Fenhagan (Benedict) of 

Scotland, MD,  eight grandchildren, 14 
great grandchildren, and many nieces, and 
nephews. In addition to his parents, he was 
preceded in death by his sisters Hilda Hall 
and Adelaide “Addie” McBride.

George was a lifelong farmer in St. 
Mary’s County, MD dedicated to filling 
the needs of his family and community. 
His early years were spent milking cows 
and delivering milk on Choice Dairy 
Farm. Through the years he raised cattle, 
hogs, and planted many crops and grains. 
As needs changed and his family grew, he 
started Trossbach Produce, a thriving busi-
ness and labor of love that continues to 
this day. When he wasn’t hard at work he 
enjoyed hunting fishing, and front porch liv-
ing with his family and friends. George will 
be remembered for his big smile, kind heart, 
and love that showed all those he knew. 

The family will receive friends on Tues-
day, February 7, 2023 from 5:00 PM to 
8:00 PM with prayers recited at 7:00 PM 
at St. Michael’s Catholic Church, Ridge, 
MD, where a Mass of Christian Burial will 
be celebrated on Wednesday, February 8, 
2023 at 10:00 AM with Father Mark Cusic 
officiating. Interment will follow at the 
church cemetery. Serving as pallbearers 
will be Michael Powell, Calvin Powell, 
Jonathan Trossbach, Steve Gatton, Buddy 
McBride, Jr., and Buddy Trossbach.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to the Archangel Scholarship Foun-
dation Corporation to support St. Michael’s 
Catholic School at P.O. Box 211, Ridge, 
MD 20680.

Condolences may be made to the family 
at www.mgfh.com.

Arrangements provided by the Matting-
ley-Gardiner Funeral Home and Cremation 
Services, P.A., Leonardtown, MD.

Carl Hubscher, 93

Carl Sargent 
Hubscher was born 
in Washington, D.C. 
on September 13, 
1929, the son of 
Carl Alois and Lou-
ise Margaret Hub-
scher nee Western, 
the oldest of eight 

children. Carl died peacefully this morn-
ing, January 6th at his home in Hollywood 
with his children at his side.

Carl married Marie Ella Weber in Mt. 
Rainier, MD on April 9, 1954. They cel-
ebrated forty-five years of marriage prior 
to Marie’s passing on November 30, 1999. 
Carl is survived by his four children: Bev-
erly Marie Berned; Carl S. Hubscher, Jr. 
(Alice); Brenda Jean Lewis (Tim); and 
June Louise Llerena (Luis); many grand-
children and great-grandchildren; nieces 
and nephews; and his siblings Doris Lor-
raine Perkins and Dennis Jack Hubscher 
(Rosemary). He was predeceased by 
siblings Helen Dolores Polcen, Audrey 
Beverly Tamkin, Richard Max Hubscher, 
Theodore Nicholas Arthur Hubscher and 
Ruth Margaret Boone.

Carl was a Korean War Veteran and 

served in the U.S. Army in Japan. He was 
a civil servant for the District Government 
for many years working his way up the lad-
der in the Sewer and Sanitation Division. 
After retirement, he worked as a real estate 
salesman and broker in Prince Georges 
County MD. He and Marie raised their 
family in Hyattsville MD. After Marie’s 
passing, Carl relocated to Hollywood MD 
in St. Mary’s County in December 2004.

Carl is resting at the Mattingley-Gar-
diner Funeral Home, 41590 Fenwick St., 
Leonardtown MD, where a visitation was 
held on Tuesday, January 10th, 2023 from 
5:00 PM to 8:00 PM with prayers recited 
at 7:00 PM in the Funeral Home Chapel. A 
Graveside Service was held on January 11, 
2023 at 11:00 AM in Fort Lincoln Ceme-
tery Brentwood, MD.

Bob St. Clair, 97

James Robert 
(Bob) St. Clair, 97, 
of Alexandria, Vir-
ginia passed away 
peacefully on Jan-
uary 6th 2023, at 
the Fairfax Senior 
Living Commu-
nity, Fort Belvoir, 

Virginia.
Bob was born February 25, 1925 in 

Washington D.C. He was the son of Joseph 
Frederick St. Clair and Estella Mae Rollins 
St. Clair. Bob’s father grew up on a farm 
near Avenue, MD and moved to Washing-
ton D.C. for work. As a child growing up 
during the depression, Bob and his brother 
William spent summers on the Tippett fam-
ily farm which was situated on a tributary 
of the Chesapeake Bay in Southern Mary-
land. It was during these early years that he 
developed a love of life around the water, 
and appreciation of hard work, which later 
served him well in his business career.

As a boy growing up in D.C. and attend-
ing public school, Bob developed a passion 
for music. His neighborhood near the Navy 
Yard was heavily populated by members of 
the military bands and he benefitted greatly 
by learning from some of the musicians of 
his generation. As a high school student, he 
was playing trumpet at a professional level, 

and his musical talent created the opportu-
nity for him to play with notables of the 
Big Band era including Lawrence Welk, 
Anna Rae Hutton, and Artie Shaw. He was 
also a member of the first Redskin Band.

After he graduated from Eastern High 
School, Bob enlisted in the Navy and was 
assigned to Franklin & Marshall College in 
the Naval Air Core program, attended the 
Navy School of Music and later served on 
the US aircraft carrier Tarawa during WWII.

Bob married Ruth Riley Rice, of New 
Market, Virginia, on April 10, 1948. For 61 
years they enjoyed life and raised their two 
children in Alexandria.

After being honorably discharged from 
the Navy following the war, he started 
his business career with Edgar R. Morris 
Co. and later worked with Westinghouse, 
rising to regional sales manager. St. Clair 
Appliance Distributors opened in March 
1966.  Bob and Ruth worked successfully 
together to grow the business which later 
welcomed other family members.

Bob will be remembered for his life 
together with his wife Ruth. Inseparable, 
they built a second home in Leonardtown, 
Maryland, where they spent most week-
ends around the water. The family has over 
the years spent as much time together as 
possible in St. Mary’s County enjoying 
the lower Potomac River areas where the 
entire family grew to love the home of his 
ancestors.

Bob is survived by his daughter Sharon 
Leigh St. Clair Lugar (Larry) of Charlot-
tesville, Virginia; son Robert Franklin St. 
Clair (Kelly) of Alexandria, Virginia; his 
three grandchildren: Kevin Lugar (Susan), 
Zack St. Clair (Danielle), and Cory St. 
Clair. He also had four great-grandchil-
dren: Brandon Lugar, Natalie Lugar, Sut-
ton St. Clair, and Baker St. Clair.  He was 
predeceased by his wife, Ruth, in 2009; his 
two brothers and sister-in-laws, William 
& Kathleen Tippett St. Clair (Haines City, 
FL) and Earle & Mildred (PG) St.Clair 
(Bushwood, MD), and nephew, Joseph St.
Clair (Baltimore, MD).

In lieu of flowers, please consider a 
donation to the Chesapeake Bay Founda-
tion, or to a charity of your choice.

Services will be private.

Obituaries

In RemembranceIn RemembranceTo schedule an obituary in the County Times, submit text and picture to 
aldailey@countytimes.net by noon on Tuesdays for publication on Thursdays. 

Any submissions received after this deadline may run in the following week’s edition.

A Tribute to the Loved One 
Whose Memory Lives
On Forever in Your Heart

Honor the memory of your cherished 
one by sharing the story of their life 

with friends, neighbors and associates 
here in the community.

For details and to place 
your notice of remembrance, 

call 301-373-4125 for assistance.

REMEMBRANCES
IN PRINT & ONLINE
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Registration Opens for Keys to 
Senior Independence Series

What are your plans for retirement? Do 
you know how to access Medicare, Med-
icaid, or other programs and services? Are 
you seeking volunteer opportunities within 
the St. Mary’s County community? Get 
connected and get the information you need 
at the Department of Aging & Human Ser-
vices Keys to Senior Independence series!

The Keys to Senior Independence series 
will be held on Tuesdays, from March 
7-28, from 6:00-9:00 p.m., at the College of 
Southern Maryland - Leonardtown Campus.

This year’s presentation topics are:

Aging Actively - Tuesday, March 7
Join the Department of Aging & Human 

Services and St. Mary’s County Recre-
ation & Parks to learn about the various 
ways you can be physically active, and 
activity involved in the St. Mary’s County 
community!

Planning for the Unexpected - Tuesday, 
March 14

Learn about emergency plans, Advance 

Health Care Directives, Medicare plan-
ning, and other things to have in place in 
case of emergency.

Protecting Your Identity - Tuesday, 
March 21

A representative from the Sheriff’s 
Office will teach community members 
about scams directed toward the aging 
population and how to detect, avoid, and 
report them.

Aging in Place - Tuesday, March 28
Aging in place is important. Learn about 

programs that provide support for family 
caregivers, provide mobility equipment, 
and learn how to make your home more 
user-friendly overall!

Sign up for one presentation or all four! 
For more information, or to register, con-
tact Sarah Miller, Community Programs 
& Outreach Division Manager with the 
Department of Aging & Human Services 
at (301) 475-4200, ext. 1073 or Sarah.
Miller@stmaryscountymd.gov.

Maryland DNR 
Announces Waterfowl 
Survey Results

In early January, aerial survey teams of 
pilots and biologists from the Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
made visual estimates of the ducks, geese, 
and swans along most of the state’s Ches-
apeake Bay, Potomac River, and Atlan-
tic coast shorelines. This year, the teams 
counted about 632,200 waterfowl, which 
was higher than the 563,800 birds observed 
in 2022 but lower than the most recent five-
year average of 682,520 birds.

“The distribution and abundance of win-
tering waterfowl is influenced not only by 
the annual changes in population size, but 
also the weather conditions during migra-
tion and throughout the winter,” said Wild-
life and Heritage Director Paul Peditto. 
“The surveys our staff conduct provide a 
snapshot of where waterfowl are located in 
the state and are combined with data from 
other states in the flyway to track the status 
of several important waterfowl species.”

Overall, dabbling ducks were simi-
lar (93,600) to 2022 (97,600). While the 
number of pintails counted in the survey 
dropped slightly (3,300 in 2023 and 4,600 

in 2022), mallards (56,800) and black 
ducks (21,800) remained similar to their 
respective 5-year averages (53,920, and 
24,580). Despite the generally mild win-
ter, a mid-December cold snap across the 
country likely led to more diving ducks 
(190,300) being observed on the Chesa-
peake and tributaries than in the 2022 sur-
vey (79,400).  

Biologists counted 320,800 Canada 
geese in the 2023 survey which was sim-
ilar to the 361,100 counted in 2022. The 
2023 count was likely negatively affected 
by the warm early January weather, which 
allowed many wintering geese to roost 
and feed further inland away from survey 
routes. Positive reports from many goose 
hunters appear to confirm this theory.

The Midwinter Waterfowl Survey has 
been conducted annually since the early 
1960s – except 2021 – and covers most 
of the tidal shorelines and near-shore 
waterfowl habitat in Maryland.  The 
2021 Mid-Winter Survey was not flown 
due to human health concerns related to 
COVID-19.

Brinsfield 
 

Life Celebration Homes &

Crematory

Brinsfield Funeral Home, P.A.

22955 Hollywood Road
Leonardtown, MD 20650

301-475-5588

Traditional Funerals, Cremation Services, 
Memorial Packages & Pre-need Services Provided

Our Family 
Serving Yours

Brinsfield Funeral Home, P.A.

30195 Three Notch Road
Charlotte Hall, MD 20622

301-472-4400

www.brinsfieldfuneral.com
Family owned and operated for two generations

True love is seen
In the eyes of a rescue.
Adopt a Forever Friend today!
 
Hi everybody! My name is Dot. Are you are looking for that PERFECT 
BLEND of ENERGY and SNUGGLE bunny? Then my Shelter Pals 
will tell you, I’m that girl!  I absolutely LOVE to get out into the yard 
to play and I even LIKE OTHER DOGS.  And, if you want a doggie to 
curl up on the couch with you, I’ve got that covered!  I LOVE to be 
with PEOPLE and if you are not careful, I’ll be in your lap before you 
know it.  If you’re looking for THE BEST then come visit me during 
adoption hours, Monday-Saturday 12:30-3pm or email animalshelter@
charlescountymd.gov. BE MY MIRACLE AND PLEASE CHOOSE ME!  
When you choose to adopt, you are saving a life.

To see more of my amazing friends also available for adoption, “like” us 
on Facebook @ Charles County Animal Care Center or view us  on our 
website at https://www.charlescountymd.gov/services/animal-care-
control/animal-care-center

MEET DOT

Pet
OF THE WEEK
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Saturday, February 25th, 2023 
Doors open: 4:00 p.m. 

Dinner: 5:30 p.m. 

Your early registration will be a great help to us in 
planning our event. It will speed up the entry process at 

the door and qualify you for our 
- EARLY BIRD SPECIAL -

 Early registration cutoff date is Friday, Feb. 17th, 2023

Register online at https://events.nwtf.org/203420-2023

Patuxent Chapter
of the 

National Wild Turkey Federation
invites you to join us at 

Mechanicsville Social Hall 
28165 Hills Club Rd 

Mechanicsville, MD 20659 
As we host our

Annual Hunting Heritage Banquet

Donate Pieces of Local 
History During Museum 
“Community Day”

St. Mary’s Ryken Basketball 
Player Scores 1,000th Point

Have you ever wanted to contribute to a 
museum exhibit? The St. Clement’s Island 
Museum in Colton’s Point and the Piney 
Point Lighthouse Museum in Piney Point 
will host “Community Day” on Friday, 
February 10, 2023, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

This event allows the public to get 
involved with the planning of new exhib-
its by sharing historic documents, photos, 
and other significant objects related to St. 
Clement’s Island and the Colton’s Point 
area from the 20th century and earlier, 
as well as objects related to Piney Point 
and maritime history of the Potomac and 
Chesapeake.

The museum is seeking information and 
items about local boat builders; informa-
tion about the Golden Hotel, the Shirley K 
Hotel, the Hotel on St. Clement’s Island, 
Tolson Hotel and Swann’s Hotel in Piney 
Point, and the Blackistone Island Can-
ning Company or other oyster companies; 
photos of the island and the Blackistone 
Lighthouse or Piney Point Lighthouse; 
information about living on St. Clement’s 

Island and/or living in Colton’s Point or 
Piney Point; any photos of steamboats at 
Colton’s Point landing; U.S. Coast Guard 
or U.S. Navy history related to Piney Point; 
“retro” holiday and Christmas décor and 
decorations (both indoor and outdoor) from 
the 1930s through 1970s (specifically glass 
ornaments and related items); and more.

Museum staff will be available to scan 
photos and documents, or photograph 
objects and people, with the permission 
of the owner, for potential new exhibits or 
collections. If you do not have any items 
that could be applicable but still wish to 
support the museums, the public is wel-
come to make monetary donations towards 
exhibits or other museum programs either 
in person or online at: friendsmuseum-
store.square.site.

For more information, visit facebook.
com/SCIMuseum and click on events. Or 
contact Christina Barbour, St. Clement’s 
Island Museum Manager at (301) 769-2222 
or Ken Burke, Piney Point Lighthouse 
Museum Manager at (301) 994-1471.

Honor Roll student, Mekhia Chase of St. Mary’s Ryken scored her 1,000th point January 27 against Good 
Counsel

301-769-1177  •  www.hollywoodgrafx.com

• Hats
• Polos
• Bags
• Hoodies
• Jackets
We Do It All!
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Kate Eggert Weaver,(center) Super-
visor of Student Services   with  the St. 
Mary’s County Public Schools(SMCPS), 
accepts annual  SHOE FUND  donations 
from the Leonardtown Lions Club. 
Presenting the check are (L) Lion Glenn 
Richards, and (R) Lion George Kirby, 
both former educators with the S.M.C.P.S. 
The St. Mary’s County Shoe Fund is 
only funded by generous donations 
from the community. 100% of the funds 
donated to the SHOE FUND  are used to 
provide shoes for eligible youth  whose 
families have limited resources. If you are 

interested in more information about the 
Shoe Fund or you would like to contrib-
ute to this fund, please contact the Depart-
ment of Student Services of St. Mary’s 
County Public  Schools at 301-475-5511, 
extension 32150. Contributions can be 
donated online at SMCPS or mailed to St. 
Mary’sCounty Public Schools’ Shoe Fund, 
23160 Moakley Street, Suite 104, Leonard-
town, Maryland 20650. Checks should be 
made payable to St. Mary’s County Public 
Schools Shoe Fund. Your support is greatly 
appreciated.

Leonardtown Lions Support 
St. Mary’s County Shoe Fund

Collaboration Provides 
Medical Respite 
Services for Homeless

Progress on L’Town Alley

A collaborative effort by Three Oaks 
Center, MedStar St. Mary’s Hospital, 
St. Mary’s County Department of Social 
Services, and St. Mary’s County Health 
Department (SMCHD) is providing med-
ical respite services to residents who are 
homeless. Participants in the medical 
respite program have ongoing medical 
needs after being discharged from the hos-
pital. They receive care coordination and 
temporary sheltering at Three Oaks Center 
in order to facilitate the medical services 
they need post-hospital discharge. During 
this time, public agencies and community 
organizations work together to help resolve 
some of the other factors contributing to 
the person’s homelessness. Participants 
are also able to take advantage of services 
now offered through the nearby St. Mary’s 
County Health Hub.

“The St. Mary’s County Department of 
Social Services (DSS) is the county’s single 
point of entry for homeless services and is a 
key partner in the Medical Respite Program. 
Caring for those without stable housing often 
involves assisting with the non-medical sit-
uations in their lives,” said Alexis Zoss, the 
Department of Social Services’ Director.  
“Our DSS team provides case management 
as well as facilitation of a multi-disciplinary 
process to help resolve the complex social 
issues which affect these patients.”

“The collaboration we have built 
through the St. Mary’s County Health Hub 
is extending beyond walls to address the 

medical needs of persons experiencing 
homelessness in our community,” said Dr. 
Meena Brewster, St. Mary’s County Health 
Officer. “This multi-partner effort is a great 
example of our St. Mary’s County com-
munity coming together to take care of our 
neighbors in need.” 

“The partnerships we have established 
and continue to nurture are the foundation 
we rely on to ensure the most vulnerable 
members of our community receive care 
with dignity,” said Sasha Seenath, Execu-
tive Director at Three Oaks Center. “Three 
Oaks Center’s Medical Respite Program 
cares for the homeless while they recover in 
a safe and healthy environment. Our goal is 
not to send individuals back into homeless-
ness but to a stable housing environment. 
Together with the St Mary’s Health Hub 
and other partners, we work on bridging 
gaps to support those without a home while 
promoting a healthier community.”

“Without a safe place for them to go, 
these patients most likely would return to 
our hospital for readmission sicker than 
when they left due to lack of care,” said 
Brenda Wolcott, MPH, director of MedStar 
St. Mary’s Hospitals’ Population & Com-
munity Health Department. “These indi-
viduals are very grateful and appreciative 
of this program. It really is a community 
lift for many of these patients.”

For more information about services 
provided at the St. Mary’s County Health 
Hub, visit smchd.org/hub.

Leonardtown recently completed more 
work on the L’Town Alley project that seeks 
to make a community event space behind 
the Duke Building just off the town square.

Town Administrator Laschelle McKay 
said the paver stones are in addition to four 
new murals revealed late last year that make 
the area more attractive for events; also the 

space helps ensure that the town square 
does not have to be closed down as much.

Stepping Stone is the local installer lay-
ing the pavers and Paverart out of New Jer-
sey made the logo. Both contractors were 
the ones who installed and made the com-
pass rose at Leonardtown Wharf.

Before

In progress

After
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Todd Morgan and the YMCA
It is disingenuous for anyone to suggest 

that I am opposed to the YMCA and that 
I do not care about the Lexington Park 
community. I was elected Commissioner 
from this district for 3 terms. During my 
12 years as Commissioner, I supported the 
investment of over $70 million into Lex-
ington Park. No other area in the county 
received such an investment. 

The YMCA project was initially pro-
posed to the Commissioners as a county-run 
Community Center. As Commissioner I 
voted to support the Community Youth 
Mapping Project. I was skeptical. But, after 
reviewing the data and talking to citizens, 
I agreed to a County Run Lexington Park 
Community Center.

Over time, this concept morphed into 
a county funded YMCA as part of the 

YMCA of the Chesapeake. This is a stick-
ing point for me. All of the YMCAs on the 
Eastern Shore have been funded with pri-
vate money/resources. The citizen’s of St. 
Mary’s County are committing to invest 
$15 million of the $21 Million project 
which will be a privately run and managed 
facility. The YMCA is required to raise 
only $4 million.

I believe it is important for the YMCA to 
show its commitment to Lexington Park by 
demonstrating its ability to raise $4 million 
prior to the County committing its $15 mil-
lion. This was my view as a Commissioner 
and remains my view as a Delegate. My 
position has been consistent.

Respectfully,
Todd B. Morgan

Thanks from Shop with a Cop
Shop With A Cop, Inc. is a nonprofit 

501(c)(3) organization.  It was chartered to 
assist children whose families are having 
economic hardships.  Each child is teamed 
up with a police officer for the day with the 
intent of providing a positive experience 
dealing with members of law enforcement 
while having a memorable shopping expe-
rience before Christmas and before their 
return to school in the fall.

We would like to once again thank all 
of the police officers, Optimist Clubs 
and community members who support 
this youth program.  The 100+ children 
who were able to participate in this past 
year of 2022 and the community are very 
appreciative.

Also, a very special thanks to the many 
anonymous cash contributors and the 
below listed businesses and patrons for 
their contributions. This community gen-
erosity has allowed the Shop With A Cop, 
Inc. program to continue through 19 years 
of operation.  We look forward to 2023 
which will mark the 20th anniversary of 
this successful community program.

Walmart California MD, Mission BBQ 
of California MD, St. Mary’s Church of 
Christ, California MD, Leonardtown Lions 
Club Charitable Foundation Inc., Republi-
can Women of St. Mary’s, Frontstream  SPV 
LLC, Vincent & Patricia Roche, Jeffrey & 
Gloria Turbyne, Quality Built Homes Inc., 
David & Luann Smouse, Guy Distribution 

Co., Inc., Mary Ann & Raymond Thomp-
son, David & Nicole Herrington, Vincent  
Enterprises LTD, Ronald & Shirley Shoop, 
Sierra Management & Technologies, Inc., 
John & Linda Wharton, Victoria & Daniel 
Alioto, Christine & Charles Kohls, James 
& Myrtle McWilliams, Hickory Hills East, 
LLC, J. F. Taylor, Inc., Frances Titus, 
Marlo & Ronald McGee, The Optimist 
Club of St. Maries, Ripple Brothers Con-
tractors, Inc., Jahn  Corporation, Loyal 
Order of Moose - Mechanicsville Lodge 
496, George & Barbara Brstilo, SMECO, 
William & Kathleen Kurtz, Nancy Jensen 
Wiedner, John , Payne, ACE Group Foun-
dation Inc., First Saints Community Church 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Women, Bill 
Mattingly, Myrtle & James  McWilliams, 
Amanda & David Koenig, Optimist Club 
of the 7th District, John & Ann Richards, 
Virginia O. Woods, Blue Knights Motorcy-
cle - Club MD IV, Sean Powell, M. Robin-
son, St. Mary’s Council No 1470 Knights 
of Columbus, Inc., Philip Holzbauer and 
Mattingly-Gardiner Funeral Home.

Donations are greatly appreciated and 
can be made to Shop With A Cop, Inc., P.O. 
Box 2336, Leonardtown, MD  20650 or by 
using the below VENMO link

Lorraine (Bunny) Brewer, 
Chaptico, Maryland
Treasurer, Shop With A Cop, Inc.

If you would like to submit a Letter to the Editor,  
please include your name & town of residence. 

Email: aldailey@countytimes.net
P.O. Box 250 Hollywood, MD 20636

County Times
St. Mary’s County ● Calvert County

FINANCIAL 
FOCUS
Can you benefit from 
new RMD age limit?

Article was contributed by David McDonough 
Financial Advisor at Edward Jones

Office located at 41680 Miss Bessie Dr. Suite 302
Leonardtown, MD 20650

301 997 1707

When you’re working, you may spend decades contributing to retire-
ment accounts such as your 401(k) and IRA. Once you’re retired, though, 
you’ll likely need to begin withdrawing from these accounts to help pay for 
your living expenses. In fact, you’ll be required to take money from them 
at a certain age — but that age requirement is changing, and it could lead 
to changes in your financial strategy.

Let’s look at some background behind this development. You put in pre-
tax dollars to a traditional IRA and 401(k), so your contributions can lower 
your taxable income and your earnings can grow on a tax-deferred basis. 
Eventually, though, you must take withdrawals from these accounts or face 
tax penalties. (A Roth IRA does not have the withdrawal requirement; you 
can essentially keep the money intact as long as you choose.) As part of the 
SECURE Act 2.0 of 2022, the age at which you must take these withdraw-
als — technically called required minimum distributions, or RMDs — has 
increased from 72 to 73. So, if you turn 72 in 2023, you now have another 
year before you’re required to take RMDs.

The SECURE Act 2.0 also mandates that, in 2033, the RMD age will 
increase again — to 75 — so, depending on your current age, you may 
have even more time to plan for the effects of RMDs. Of course, you may 
need to start taking withdrawals from your retirement accounts before you 
reach either RMD age — 73 or 75 — so the additional time may not mean 
much to you. But if you can afford to wait until you must start taking 
RMDs, what issues should you consider?

Perhaps the most important one is taxes. Your RMDs, which are based 
on your life expectancy and account balances, are considered taxable 
income in the year in which you accept the money. If you have sizable 
amounts in your traditional IRA and 401(k), these RMDs could be large 
enough to bump you into a higher tax bracket, leading to greater taxation 
of Social Security benefits and a Medicare surcharge. So, the ability to 
delay taking RMDs can be beneficial from a tax standpoint, at least for a 
time. On the other hand, by delaying RMDs, you might eventually have to 
take bigger taxable withdrawals from your accounts that may have larger 
balances because they’ve had more time to potentially grow.

You could address the issue of taxable withdrawals by converting your 
traditional IRA to a Roth IRA before you’re faced with RMDs — and now, 
you have more time to do so. Roth IRAs have no RMDs, and since a Roth 
IRA is funded with after-tax dollars, your withdrawals are tax free, pro-
vided you don’t begin taking them until you’re at least 59½ and you’ve 
had your account at least five years. Again, though, taxes are the issue — 
any pre-tax dollars you convert from a traditional IRA to a Roth IRA will 
be taxable in the year of the conversion. To reduce this tax hit, you could 
space out the conversion over several years.

When thinking about delaying RMDs or doing a Roth IRA conversion 
to avoid RMDs, you’ll need to consult with your tax advisor. But the new 
RMD age limits do give you more flexibility in these areas, so think care-
fully about how you might benefit from the added time.
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The St. Mary’s 
County Sheriff’s 
Office is seeking 
the whereabouts 
of Shawn Michael 
Miles, age 31 of 
no fixed address, 
who is wanted for 
S e c o n d - D e g r e e 
Escape. Miles failed 

to report to the St. Mary’s County Deten-
tion and Rehabilitation Center last week to 
serve his sentence for trespassing on pri-
vate property. Miles is known to frequent 

the Lexington Park and Great Mills area.
Anyone with information on Miles’ 

whereabouts is asked to contact Detec-
tive Joseph Bowling at 301-475-4200, ext. 
71959 or email joseph.bowling@stmary-
scountymd.gov.

Citizens may remain anonymous and 
contact Crime Solvers at 301-475-3333, or 
text a tip to “TIP239” plus their message to 
“CRIMES” (274637). Through the Crime 
Solvers Program tipsters are eligible for 
an award of up to $1,000 for information 
about a crime in St. Mary’s County that 
leads to an arrest or indictment.

ST. MARY'S SHERIFF'S
CRIME BLOTTER

Cops & Courts

Philip H. Dorsey III
Attorney at Law

-Serious Personal Injury Cases-

LEONARDTOWN: 301-475-5000
TOLL FREE: 1-800-660-3493

EMAIL: phild@dorseylaw.net

www.dorseylaw.net

Lexington Park Man Arrested for 
Illegal Possession of Firearms

A 19-year-old Lexington Park man was 
arrested by St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s 
Office detectives on Thursday for CDS 
Possession with Intent to Distribute and 
two counts of Possession of a Firearm by a 
Minor. 

On Thursday, Feb. 2, 2023, the St. Mary’s 
County Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investiga-
tions Division executed a residential search 
and seizure warrant at the 46000 block of 
Yorktown Road in Lexington Park. During 
the search, officers located a Taurus 9-mm 
handgun and a Rugar 5.7-caliber handgun 
in the bedroom of Devin Maurice Bryan, 

age 19 of Lexington Park. Also located in 
the same bedroom was a large quantity of 
suspected marijuana, totaling more than 11 
ounces, as well as CDS packaging material 
and digital scales. 

Devin Bryan is prohibited from posses-
sion of regulated firearms due to his age. 
He was charged with CDS Possession with 
Intent to Distribute Cannabis, CDS Pos-
session of Cannabis Over Civil Use and 
two counts of Possession of a Firearm by a 
Minor. 

Detectives also had a search and seizure 
warrant for Donald Lewis Bryan, age 44 of 
Lexington Park. Located on his person was 
a dollar bill, which contained a white pow-
der, suspect to be cocaine. Donald Bryan 
was charged with CDS Possession: Cocaine. 

Both Devin Bryan and Donald Bryan 
were transported to the St. Mary’s County 
Detention and Rehabilitation Center in 
Leonardtown. Devin Bryan is being held 
without bond, while Donald Bryan was 
released today on personal recognizance.

Narcotics Arrest
On Wednes-

day, Feb. 1, 2023, 
detectives from the 
St. Mary’s County 
Sheriff’s Office 
Vice/Narcotics Unit, 
with the assistance 
of the Patrol Divi-
sion, Emergency 
Services Team and 

K-9 Unit, executed search and seizure war-
rants at the 46000 block of Sue Drive in 
Lexington Park, as part of an ongoing nar-
cotics distribution investigation. 

The residence has been identified as 
being occupied and used as a CDS distri-
bution location by Dimitri Paul Brooks, age 
27 of Lexington Park. 

A search of Brooks’ residence located 
a significant quantity of crack cocaine, a 
quantity of Fentanyl, a loaded Ruger Secu-

rity 9-mm handgun, US currency, a digi-
tal scale and various packing/production 
materials. Brooks is prohibited from pos-
sessing a firearm due to previous criminal 
convictions. 

Brooks was located in the area and taken 
into custody without incident. Brooks was 
served with multiple outstanding arrest 
warrants for failure to appear on CDS Pos-
session and Violation of a Protective Order 
and also charged with: CDS Possession 
with Intent to Distribute Narcotics; Pos-
session of a Firearm with Nexus to Drug 
Trafficking Crime; CDS Possession: Not 
Cannabis; Illegal Possession of a Regulated 
Firearm and Illegal Possession of Ammo. 

Brooks was transported to the St. Mary’s 
County Detention and Rehabilitation Cen-
ter in Leonardtown, where he was released 
by a court commissioner on personal bond 
on Feb. 1.

Devin Bryan Donald Bryan

Dimitri Brooks

Shawn Miles

Notice is hereby given that the following vessel(s) has apparently been abandoned 
for more than 60 days on the private marina/property of:   Point Lookout Marina, 
LLC., 16244 Millers Wharf Road, Ridge, MD  20680, 301-872-5000.

The vessels are described as: 
1. MD 9394 DC

HULL # NCZ26751G874
1974 Cambridge White Hull
Name “Annie Bo”

2. MD 3966 BV
HULL # XYM37656M82E
1982 Irwin White Hull
Name “Aldebaran”

Application for title will be made in accordance with Section 8-722 of the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Natural Resources Article if vessels are not claimed 
within 30 days of this publication date.

WWW.SOMD.COM • CLASS.SOMD.COM
YOUR ONLINE COMMUNITY FOR CHARLES, CALVERT, & ST. MARY’S COUNTIES

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
LOCAL ADVERTISERS

REAL ESTATE • SERVICES 
VEHICLES • EMPLOYMENT

CHILD CARE
GENERAL MERCHANDISE

Wanted: Shawn Michael Miles
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� e Old Jail Museum

Open Daily 10am to 5pm
41625 Courthouse Dr., Leonardtown, MD
stmarysmd.com/recreate/oldjail

SHOP LOCAL!
UNIQUE GIFTS MADE BY LOCAL WOMEN

WE WILL WRAP IT! 
WED & THU 10 – 4
FRI & SAT 10 – 5

EXploReLeonardtown

NYC Housing Exec to Lead St. 
Mary’s Housing Authority

The Housing Authority of St. Mary’s 
County (HASMC) announces Simone 
Ross, MPA as the new Executive Direc-
tor for the organization. Ross comes to 
HASMC with more than 20 years of hous-
ing, medical, and mental health experience.

“It is an honor and a privilege to serve 
as the second Executive Director in the 
history of this organization,” Ross shared. 
“The sands of housing are shifting in St. 
Mary’s County, and I am excited to roll my 
sleeves up and get to work!”

Ross previously served as the Director 
of the Tenant Interim Lease Program and 
Acting Assistant Commissioner of Co-op 
Readiness and Technical Services for the 
New York City Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development. In this 
role, she oversaw 99 buildings, 87 tenant 
associations, and 1,523 residential and 

commercial units. Ross has also managed 
multiple supportive housing programs, 
Department of Human Services contracted 
shelters, affordable housing projects, scat-
ter site programs, and other human service 
initiatives.

“Access to housing and preservation of 
sustainable communities is essential,” said 
Commissioner President, James Randy 
Guy. “On behalf of the Commissioners and 
county government, I am pleased to wel-
come Ms. Ross to St. Mary’s. We look for-
ward to working with her and are confident 
her experience will benefit the Housing 
Authority and our residents.”

Following the retirement of long-time 
HASMC Executive Director, Dennis Nich-
olson, the organization launched an exhaus-
tive and competitive nationwide search.

“We are so pleased to welcome Simone 
to St. Mary’s County. Simone brings the 
energy, enthusiasm, and experience that 
this job demands,” remarked Tina Dean, 
HASMC Chair.

Ross holds a master’s in public adminis-
tration from Metropolitan College of New 
York. In 2019 she received the City Council 
Citation for Philanthropy and Community 
Service from Councilmember Farah Louis 
as well as the Brooklyn Borough Presi-
dent Citation for Housing and Community 
Development from now NYC Mayor, Eric 
Adams. She also received the Women’s 
Empowerment award that same year.

Arthur Shepherd Returns as 
Rec & Parks Director

The Commissioners of St. Mary’s 
County are pleased to announce that Arthur 
Shepherd will return full-time to the posi-
tion of Director for the St. Mary’s County 
Department of Recreation & Parks.

“Mr. Shepherd has done a tremendous 
job leading our Recreation and Parks 
Department,” said Commissioner Presi-
dent Randy Guy. “His commitment to our 
community is evident, and we couldn’t be 
happier that he has decided to stay on with 
us and return to full time in this role.”

Mr. Shepherd has been with Recreation 
& Parks since 1978, serving as a Coordi-
nator, Recreation Division Manager, and 
Director. During that time, he has overseen 
many key initiatives for the Department, 
to include the opening of Snow Hill Park, 
the Wellness & Aquatics Center, Lexing-
ton Manor Passive Park, and the Old Jail 
& Museum as a local visitor center and 
historical site. Mr. Shepherd also managed 
extensive athletic field improvements, 
including the construction of six synthetic 
turf fields, as well as major improvements 
to the Wicomico Shores Golf Course. He 
led the Recreation & Parks team through 
the challenges of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, as well as through the application 
process for national accreditation. In 2022 
St. Mary’s County Recreation & Parks 
joined the ranks of elite park and recre-

ation agencies across the country by earn-
ing accreditation through the Commission 
for Accreditation of Park and Recreation 
Agencies.

“Receiving national accreditation in 
September of 2022 confirms that St. 
Mary’s County Recreation and Parks is 
driven towards excellence,” said Shepherd. 
“I look forward to our continued progress, 
working in partnership with the County 
Commissioners, the talented Rec & Parks 
team, the invaluable work of our volun-
teers, and the input of county citizens.”

For more information on St. Mary’s 
County Recreation & Parks, please visit: 
stmaryscountymd.gov/recreate.
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A BETTER PLUMBER
BETTER SERVICE.
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301-994-1000
Visit our website for all our services and  monthly specials!   

www.ABetterPlumberLLC.com
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plus tailored recipe cards
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plus tailored recipe cards

DELIVERED RIGHT TO YOUR DOOR!

301-997-4010 • www.chesapeakefarmery.com

www.mckayssupermarkets.com

Route 5 & Mohawk Drive

Charlotte Hall, MD 20622

301-884-5636

The Shops at Breton Bay

Leonardtown, MD 20650

301-997-1828
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• TREE REMOVAL/TRIMMING

• STUMP GRINDING

• FERTILIZATION

• FREE ESTIMATE

• FULLY INSURED

• LTE #995

301-997-00
06

INFO@JEFFSTREE.C
OM

WWW.JEFFSTREE.
COM

SOUTHERN MARYLAND

TRAVEL EXPERTS

Let our professional travel agents plan your next trip. 

We take the stress out of travel! 

HONEYMOON &  

DESTINATION WEDDINGS 

ALL-INCLUSIVES TO MEXICO 

& THE ISLANDS

OCEAN & RIVER CRUISING

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL 

FAMILY TRAVEL

WWW.TRAVELLEADERS.COM/GREATMILLSMD

22325 GREENVIEW PARKWAY • GREAT MILLS • 301-863-6012

SOMD CONNE
CT

Southern Maryland’s #1 Marketing & Web Design

ANGELA PACE • OWNER • VETERAN OWNED

240-466-2596 • WWW.SOMDCONNECT.COM

MARKETING

WEB DESIGN

BRANDING

& MORE
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CARROLL’S
EQUIPMENT

17723 Three Notch Rd.

Dameron, MD

301-872-5553

HOURS
Mon-Fri 8-5

Sat 8-12
Closed Sunday

www.CarrollsEquipment.com
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1/2 Price w/ offer of 12 week newspaper business directory ad

ADVERTISING DEADLINE: FEB 10, 2022

ART DEADLINE: FEB 11, 2022 

PUBLISHES: FEB 24, 2022

AL DAILEY 

410-980-1446 • ALDAILEY@COUNTYTIMES.NET

Business Directory 
Business Directory 

PricingPricing

DISTRIBUTED IN THE      
& AT AREA BUSINESSES.

Your Guide to Local 

Products & Services
SHOP LOCAL 5 BLOCKS

3.25” X 10.25”  
$320

4 BLOCKS

3.25” X 8.1875” 
$260

3 BLOCKS

3.25” X 6.125” 
$210

2 BLOCKS 

3.25” X 4.0625” 
$160

1 BLOCK

3.25” X 2” 
$99

Premium Cigar Brands   |  800 Sq.Ft. humidor  

Cigar Acessories | Premium Pipes & Pipe Tobacco

Open 7 days a week at 11:00AM  Closing times vary. 

Relax in our lounge with a full bar while 

smoking your favorite cigar, or one that you 

are trying for the first time. Enjoy your favorite 

sporting event on one of our six TV’s.  We are 

a great place to relax and network. We are 

affectionately known by our patrons as the local 

Cheers bar!  No one stays a stranger. We have 

a great selection of bourbon and scotch.We 

proudly serve Lavazza coffee. 

We also host private events.  

Perfect for birthdays or retirement!

Full service tobacconist located 

in Leonardtown, MD.  

40955 Merchants Ln. #14 Leonardtown MD 

240-309-4108
www.leonardtowncigars.com
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Vacant • Foreclosure Estate 

Homes • Apartments

S&L Trash-Out 
Removal

240-652-3381 

301-884-4256 

trash-out@mail.com

We cleanout and dispose 

of items left behind.

Additional Services:

• Lawn care and Maintenance of lawn while

   property is vacant.  

• Basic cleaning of property after 

   debris is removed. 

All Services Insured

301-994-3650 • www.doylesofsomd.com

20041 Point Lookout Rd. • Lexington Park

CARPET • SHEET VINYL • HARDWOOD

LVT • TILE • CABINETS • COUNTERTOPS

Offer expires Dec. 31, 2020. One per-customer, per-order.
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GREAT MILLS TRADING POST

20294 Point Lookout Road

Great Mills, MD 20634

Call us at 301-994-0300 for an 

estimate or visit our website at  

www.gmtp.net

Here for All of Your 

 Residential and Commercial 

Asphalting Needs!

Driveways 

Parking Lots 

Milling 

Overlays  

& More

Federally insured by NCUA

www.cpfcu.com

301-863-7071

CEDAR POINT
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Auto Loans

Mobile Deposits

Insurance

Home Equity

Credit & Debit Cards

Investments

Mortgages

Checking & Savings

Business Banking

Digital Banking

Personal Loans

Educational Seminars
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CALL TO ORDER YOUR FAVORITE DESSERT

240-431-8696

PREMIUM PAGES

PAGE 2 OR 3
PAGE 2 OR 3

$600$600

BACK PAGE
BACK PAGE

$700$700
8.25x 10.5in
8.25x 10.5in

If you would like 
your business 
featured in the 
2023 Business 

Directory, contact 
301-373-4125

Home, Lawn & Garden
HOME IMPROVEMENTSHOME IMPROVEMENTS

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

LANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPING

GARDEN TRACTORSGARDEN TRACTORS

KITCHEN & BATHKITCHEN & BATH

HOME DECORHOME DECOR

CARPET & TILECARPET & TILE

REMODELINGREMODELING

WINDOWS & DOORSWINDOWS & DOORS

SIDING & GUTTERSIDING & GUTTER

PAINT SUPPLIESPAINT SUPPLIES

TO HAVE YOUR BUSINESS FEATURED IN THE HOME, LAWN, AND GARDEN GUIDE, CALL 301-373-4125TO HAVE YOUR BUSINESS FEATURED IN THE HOME, LAWN, AND GARDEN GUIDE, CALL 301-373-4125

SPRING 2023

Coming March 9th in the County Times

 Are you a School, Restaurant, 
Business, Non-profi t, Farm, 
or Household who embraces 
environmental stewardship, 
resource conservation, or pol-
lution prevention? Do you want 
to leave our water, soil, and air 
quality better for the next gen-
eration? Are you consistently 
looking to incorporate environ-
mental best practices or stretch 
your conservation goals? The 
Commission on the Environ-
ment is looking for YOU!
This program is free and open 
to any business or organization 
based within St Mary’s Coun-
ty and County residents, which 

have demonstrated outstanding efforts to improve our environment. 
Recognition may be granted for voluntary initiatives, projects or for 
efforts exceeding regulatory requirements within the calendar year 
(Jan-Dec 2022). 

Visit https://www.stmarysmd.com/pio/docs/
2023-015COENominations.pdf to download the nomination form. 
Deadline is 28 February!

St Mary’s County 
Commission on the Environment

call for 2022 Sustainability Award nominati ons!
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V-22 Joint Program Issues Bulletin to Restrict 
Flights

Based on the recommendation from the 
V-22 Joint Program Office, the U.S. Marine 
Corps, U.S. Air Force Special Operations 
Command and U.S. Navy issued a time 
limit, via fleet bulletin, on the V-22 Input 

Quill Assembly, effective Feb. 3, 2023.
The imposed time limit will restrict flight 

on a subset of V-22s until the Input Quill 
Assembly is replaced. The Input Quill 
Assembly is an element of the proprotor 

gearbox, which houses the aircraft clutch.
This recommendation is based on a pro-

gressive increase in Hard Clutch Engage-
ment events and ongoing engineering 
analysis.

A Hard Clutch Engagement event occurs 
when the clutch, driven by the engine, 
releases from the rotor system and suddenly 
reengages, sending an impulse through the 
drive train, potentially causing damage.

In order to ensure the continued safety 
of the aircrew, the services took decisive 
action to implement the bulletin.

The fleet bulletin identifies aircraft 
with Input Quill Assemblies above a pre-
determined flight-hour threshold and the 
requirement to replace that component. 
Once replaced, the aircraft will return to 
flight status.

The services previously implemented 
in-flight and ground training mitigations. 
Examples include:

Supplying interim flight guidance to 

the fleet designed to minimize exposure 
to a hard clutch engagement, highlighting 
existing emergency procedures

Modified Hard Clutch Engagement sce-
narios were added during simulator training.

Due to operational security concerns, the 
specific Input Quill Assembly flight-hour 
threshold and number of aircraft affected 
will not be released.

The joint program office is exploring 24 
initiatives, such as data mining, laboratory 
and flight testing and hardware redesign, 
that fall along 4 lines of effort (analyze, 
identify, mitigate, eliminate). These efforts 
provide the information required to inform 
short-, mid- and long-term solutions. It was 
a result of these efforts that we identified 
and implemented the time limit for the 
Input Quill Assembly. We will use relevant 
findings to continually improve the safety 
of the V-22.

NewsNewsPatuxent River Naval Air Station

Navy Partners with Japan to Deliver JPALS 
Equipment

The U.S. Navy, in partnership with Japan 
Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) 
representatives, awarded an $8.6 million 
foreign military sale in December 2022 to 
Raytheon Intelligence & Space for the pro-
curement and delivery of a Joint Precision 
Approach and Landing System (JPALS) 
unit.

The Naval Air Traffic Management Sys-
tems Program Office (PMA-213) worked 
closely with the vendor and the interna-
tional customer to leverage existing con-
tract options to bring this cutting-edge 
technology to the JMSDF. 

“The urgency with which this contract 
was completed is a testament to our com-
mitment to closely collaborate with our 
JMSDF partners, which is critical to the 
2022 National Defense Strategy call to 
bolster robust deterrence in the INDO-PA-
COM [Indo-Pacific Command].” said 
Cmdr. Charles Steele, PMA-213 JPALS 
deputy program manager (DPM).

JPALS, which is a software-based, 
high-integrity differential GPS naviga-
tion and precision landing system, ensures 

enhanced safety and increased operational 
capability to equipped aircraft. JPALS 
enables aircraft to approach and land on 
ships at sea while operating in all-weather 
conditions and is integrated on the F-35.

PMA-213 International Programs DPM, 
Casey Edinger said, “JPALS is a critical 
enabler of enhanced F-35B Joint Strike 
Fighter landing capabilities for coalition 
partners. Japan’s acquisition of JPALS sig-
nificantly enhances and furthers their mod-
ernization goals, operational readiness, 
force projection, and PACOM [Pacific 
Command] interoperability operations. In 
addition, the execution of this Japanese 
foreign military sale (FMS) case and the 
subsequent award to Raytheon demon-
strates U.S. Navy and Raytheon’s dedi-
cation to supporting Japan’s commitment 
to joint coalition force operations and 
interoperability.”

JPALS is currently being deployed on 
all U.S. Navy aircraft carriers and amphib-
ious assault ships. Japan joins the United 
Kingdom and Italy to procure JPALS, 
which is currently deployed on the U.K. 

Royal Navy’s HMS Queen Elizabeth, and 
the Italian Navy’s ITS Cavour. JPALS is 
scheduled to be deployed on the JMSDF’s 
JS Izumo in 2024.

JPALS has been supporting F-35B 
deployments on U.S. Navy LH-class 
amphibious assault ships since 2016 and 
F-35C deployments on U.S. Navy aircraft 

carriers since 2021.
“Leveraging existing production capa-

bilities and historical cost/technical data 
optimized the use of diminishing sup-
ply sources, prevented significant price 
increases, and avoided any deployment 
schedule impacts,” said John Britt, PMA-
213 procuring contracting officer.

LOCAL ADVERTISING IS MORE 
POWERFUL THAN EVER.
TO SEE YOUR AD IN THE ST. MARY’S COUNTY TIMES, CONTACT 301-373-4125
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Oakville Garden Center 
& Landscape Project Center
41170 Oakville Road, Mechanicsville, MD
301-373-9245 • 800-451-1427

Prince Frederick 
Garden Center

1700 Solomon’s Island Rd, Prince Frederick, MD
410-535-3664  •  866-535-3664

Winter Hours:   
Mon.-Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4
Sale Ends: 2/21/2023

WentworthNursery.com       ShopWentworthNursery.com

SPECIAL SAVINGS at our Two Garden Centers
Oakville & Prince Frederick

NOW SCHEDULING APPOINTMENTS FOR...  
Landscape, Hardscape, Maintenance & Lawn Care

Schedule an Appointment Today.  800-451-1427 or WentworthNursery.com

Japanese or 
Helleri Holly

Great Climbing 
Indoor Plants

Ready-Made  
or  

Pick Plants  
and Make  
Your Own.

Hellebores  
Lenten Rose

Add New Evergreen 
Hedge or  

Foundation Plants

Easy to Grow 
 Philodendron

All Types & Sizes

Winter Mixed Dish  
Garden Planter

Bonide  
All Season  

Horticultural Oil

Start making your lawn the ENVY 
of the neighborhood!

With over 50% of most yards covered 
by grass —Wentworth Nursery offers 
professional Lawn Care Service with  

Two yearly Lawn Care Programs. 

Yearly Outdoor Maintenance for Your  
Landscape and Gardens 

Wentworth Nursery offers Professional 
Landscape Maintenance including:
 • Spring cleanups and Re-Mulching 
• Re-edging and Renovation Pruning

• Weed Prevention.

Need better curb appeal, privacy, or more 
color and flowers in your landscape?

Schedule an appointment to get your 
landscape re-designed and take a fresh 

look at creating an enduring and  
colorful landscape, with balance,  

structure, scale, and unity.

Enhance your home with  
Professionally Designed Hardscaping.  

Add a newly designed paver entrance 
walkway, Paver Patio, or a Pool Deck. 
Design Features into your Hardscape 
including: Fire Pits, Outdoor Kitchens, 
Fireplaces, Retaining Walls, Columns, 
Pergola’s, Garden Ponds, and more.

Original Heritage Absolute  
Squirrel Proof Feeder

Espoma 
Organic 

Potting Soil

Fill in Shady Spots  
Many Sizes &  

Colors Available

3 Gal reg $39.99

SPECIAL $2488

1 cuft. Bags
Reg. $14.99

NOW $988
Sizes 4”, 6” & 10”
SAVE 25%

16 OZ.
Concentrate
Reg $ 11.99

ONLY$888

Reg $ 149.99 
SPECIAL
$11988

BUY 2 
GET 1 FREE

NURSERY

GREENHOUSE

LAWN & GARDEN

BIRDING

LAWN CARE

MAINTENANCE

PERENNIALS

MULCH & STONE

LEISURE

COLOR OF THE WEEK

LANDSCAPING

HARDSCAPE

THE Wentworth eekly

OFF

Big Green Egg Grilling  
Accessories 

SAVE 20%OFF

SAVE on  
Any Cast  
Iron Grill  
Grates ½  
or Full Size

Schwartz Returns 
Home After Surgery, 
BMX Wreck

By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

Mike Schwartz, owner of Mike’s Bike’s 
returned home last week after being in 
intensive care in a Virginia hospital after 
suffering back and neck injuries in a bicy-
cle motocross race.

“l am back at the shop moving extremely 
slow,” Schwartz told his followers on 
social media.  “Just a quick shout out to all 
of the great people who are supporting me.

“I am truly overwhelmed; l had no idea, 
Thank you all.”

Schwartz broke both his neck and back 
in the crash in Lexington Va. at the USA 
BMX Blue Ridge National Race Jan. 27.

His injuries required surgery and he will 
have to endure a lengthy recovery period.

Though he has to wear a neck brace 
for the time being, Schwartz is happy and 
grateful to be able to walk after what could 
have been a life-ending crash.

“I very easily could’ve died,” Schwartz 
told The County Times. “And I probably 

should’ve been paralyzed.”
He praised his surgeon and the other med-

ical professionals for not only saving his life 
but making sure he could continue walking.

“These people did it right,” Schwartz 
said. “I essentially destroyed the tendons 
and ligaments that hold head as well as 
breaking my neck.

“I’m extremely happy to be walking and 
breathing.”

Schwartz said was surprised by all of the 
community support that has come his way 
and at the GoFundMe page that has raised 
money to pay for his medical bills.

“I never imagined this would happen,” 
Schwartz said. “If I’d have known it was 
going to be like this, I’d have broken my 
neck a long time ago.

“The outpouring of support for me has 
been mindboggling and humbling.”

Schwartz said he is able to drive, walk 
on his own and squat to pick up items off 
the floor as long as he avoids bending over.

“I’m feeling pretty good,” Schwartz 
said. “I’m structurally sound.”

Schwartz is perhaps best known for his 
ongoing donation drives to benefit com-
munity members, particularly those who 
are less fortunate or have suffered a seri-
ous mishap.

His annual Christmas Turkey drive has 
delivered thousands of turkeys and side 
dishes to residents every holiday season for 
the past 40 years.

Schwartz operated the drive for years in 
gratitude to a community that came together 
to aid him when a fire destroyed his home 
and left him displaced decades ago.

A GoFundMe page has been established 
on-line to collect donations to help pay 
for Schwartz’s medical bills, which are 
expected to be extensive.

So far the fundraising drive has collected 
just under $25,000, surpassing the goal of 
$20,000.

guyleonard@countytimes.net

County Government 
Operations for Presidents Day

All St. Mary’s County Government 
(SMCG) administrative offices will be 
closed on Monday, February 20, 2023, in 
observance of the Presidents Day holi-
day. Offices will resume normal operating 
schedules on Tuesday, February 21, 2023.

The February 20 closure also includes:
•	 All three St. Mary’s County Libraries 

(Charlotte Hall, Leonardtown, and 
Lexington Park)

•	 All three Senior Activity Centers 
(Garvey, Loffler, and Northern), and 
there will be no home-delivered meals

•	 The St. Mary’s Transit System (STS)
The following SMCG operations will be 

open on February 20:

•	 The six Convenience Centers and the 
St. Andrews Landfill (regular hours)

•	 Department of Recreation & Parks 
school programs and facilities (regu-
lar hours)

•	 The St. Clements Island Museum, 
Piney Point Lighthouse Museum, and 
the Old Jail Museum (open for visi-
tors from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.)

•	 The Wicomico Shores Golf Course 
(open 7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.); the River-
view Restaurant (open 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.)

For more information on SMCG pro-
grams and operations, please visit: stmary-
scountymd.gov.
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SMCM Board of Trustees Maintain 
Flat Tuition Rate

The St. Mary’s College Board of Trust-
ees approved tuition and fees for the 2023-
2024 academic year in their meeting on 
Saturday, February 4, maintaining a fourth 
consecutive year of no increase in tuition. 
The Board also received an update on the 
progress of the College’s strategic plan, as 
well as news that Moody’s Investors Ser-
vice has maintained the College’s A2: Sta-
ble credit rating.

“The Board’s actions today affirmed 
and reinforced the positive trajectory St. 
Mary’s College has been on for the past 
several years,” said Susan Lawrence Dyer, 
chair of the Board of Trustees. “The Board 
was particularly pleased to be able to con-
tinue with our Long-Range Tuition Strat-
egy, adopted last spring, in our efforts to 
give students and their families an afford-
able education.”

Tuition & Fees
The Board approved tuition and fee rates 

for 2023-2024, notably continuing a freeze 
on tuition in all categories for the fourth 
consecutive year. Rates for mandatory fees 
and room charges will increase by a mod-
est 2%, while board (dining) rates will rise 
by 4% due to inflation and personnel costs.

“St. Mary’s College of Maryland is com-
mitted to providing an honors-level liberal 

arts education that is both accessible and 
affordable,” said President Tuajuanda C. 
Jordan, PhD. “To demonstrate this com-
mitment, for the fourth consecutive year, 
we recommended, and the Board of Trust-
ees has approved a zero percent increase 
to student tuition rates for academic year 
2023-2024.”

The Board also approved recommen-
dations from the Finance, Investment, 
and Audit Committee to revise the FY23 
Plant Budget to a total of $1.983 million, 
incorporating additional funding for two 
additional capital projects. The throwing 
sports field at Jamie L. Roberts Stadium 
and design costs for the marine science 
lab in Schaefer Hall will be funded by a 
combination of private donations and bond 
proceeds.

In maintaining the College’s A2: Stable 
credit Rating, Moody’s Investors Service 
noted the College’s strong support from 
the State of Maryland, its stable enrollment 
levels, and good financial strategy and con-
servative budgeting.

Strategic Plan
The Board also received an update from 

President Jordan and the Strategic Plan 
Steering Committee on the progress of the 
strategic plan. After the Board’s approval 

of the strategic plan pillars and timeline 
in September 2022, the College appointed 
workgroups for each pillar and a Strategic 
Plan Steering Committee to oversee and 
coordinate their efforts. A facilitator met 
with the campus community in October 
and with workgroups as they engaged in 
background work. In December, the work-
groups provided initial drafts goals to the 
steering committee, and brought revised 
goals to the campus and local community 
through a series of open forums held in 
January.

With feedback provided by the Board at 
the February 4 meeting, the steering com-
mittee and workgroups will finalize the 
goals through continued engagement with 
stakeholders, with a goal of being able to 
present a final plan to the Board at the May 
2023 meeting.

New Appointment
The board also acknowledged Vice Pres-

ident for Academic Affairs and Dean of 
Faculty Katherine Gantz, PhD. Gantz was 
appointed to the role in January after pre-
viously serving as interim provost and vice 
president of academic affairs.

The Board’s next meeting will be Friday, 
May 12, 2023.

SERVICE 
Taylor Gas Company offers full service installation and repair for a 
breadth of propane related systems.

DEPENDABILITY 
The customer is our top priority here at Taylor Gas. We provide 24 hour 
emergency service and deliveries to the Sourthern Maryland area.

EXPERIENCE 
Combining extensive training with 68 years of on-the-job experience, 
you can be sure that you’ll be getting the best service available.
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Sharp Blades, Fun Times

By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

Distance, timing and letting the axe 
do the work. That’s the key to success-
fully throwing an axe and sinking it into a 
wooden target every time, so says the crew 
at Viking Axe Throwing, one of the newest 
additions to Shepherd’s Old Field Market 
in Leonardtown.

Set outside just a few yards from the Bru-
dergarten pub sit rows of target bays where 
visitors of all ages can come in, pay their 
money and hurl axes, throwing knives and 
even shoot arrows to their hearts’ content.

Kraig and Cori Eriksen, owners of 
Viking Axe Throwing, say they started the 
spot as a hobby, selling some homemade 
knives and axes and giving people some-
thing fun to do afterwork and on weekends.

They say they never thought it would 
morph into something big enough for them 
to quit their jobs and grow it into a full-time 
entertainment business with employees.

This past weekend they were busy host-
ing a birthday party for young children 
complete with their parents getting in on 

the fun of hurling and 
thunking axes into the 
targets just a few feet 
away.

The weather was 
cold but that doesn’t 
stop people from rent-
ing time on the bays to 
test their hand.

“People are still 
coming in,” Coni said. 
“They just bundle up.”

Coni watches over 
customers, ensuring 
their experience is 
a smooth one while 
Kraig, who is directly 
descended from Nor-
wegians, themselves 
descended from the 
Vikings of old, is busy 
teaching people the 
basics of axe throwing 
and ensuring the tools 
of the trade are being 
handled safely.

“I don’t leave them 
until they’re sink-
ing axes in,” Kraig 
said of the ease with 
which the tools can be 

thrown accurately.
Destiny Mellen, one of their employees 

and a top-tier axe thrower in league compe-
titions they have there, said throwing axes 
is not a strength game.

Being petite and standing a little over 
5-feet tall, Mellen throws the axes — nor-
mally the size of camp hatchets or toma-
hawks — and routinely chunks the axes 
home accurately.

Throwers play against each other in 
bracketed league tournaments until the first 
player reaches 21 points.

This is harder than it seems, since the 
bullseye of the target is five points; an 
accurate thrower who hits the bullseye in 
five throws consecutively will breach the 
21-point limit and have to go back to 17 
points, Mellen said.

That gives their opponent that much 
more opportunity to reach 21 without going 
over; it’s a lot like playing blackjack only 
your casino is a set of separated throwing 
bays with fencing wire on top to prevent 
any projectile mishaps.

Players who breach the 21-point limit 
again have their scores drop back down 

to zero.
The beauty of the game, they say, is that 

the focus required to sink the axe into the 
target helps to push any other concerns or 
worries away.

The relaxation — and the fun — just 
seems to happen.

Kraig said he started throwing all kinds 
of projectiles when he was a kid; now he’s 
teaching others to do it for fun, too.

“I was tearing up the house when I was a 
kid,” Kraig said. “My grandmother was old 
school, she taught me how to throw knives 
and axes.”

The sport with a sharp edge has “100 per-
cent” helped him to focus in his adult life, 
Kraig, who has struggled with attention 
deficit hyperactivity disorder, explained.

Now, Viking Axe Throwing even has 
parties especially designed for special 
needs children, he said.

“I want us to grow to a kids’ league and 
a kids’ club,” Kraig continued.

Axe throwing also helps kids stay active 
and engaged in the outdoors.

“A lot of kids who don’t like sports like 
this,” Cori said.

The Eriksens and their employees often 
have up to 60 people at a time throwing 
during the week but their team building 
parties can be much larger.

They recently had a program office 
from Patuxent River Naval Air Station 
hold an event with them and 200 people 
came, with 80 of them actively throwing 
blades, they said.

The Eriksens also have a mobile unit for 
axe throwing — with a completely enclosed 
bay — for parties and other events outside 
their headquarters at the SOF Market.

There are now five leagues that play reg-
ularly at Viking Axe Throwing and they 
have some pretty colorful names such as 
“Axes of Evil” — that’s Kraig’s team — 
and “Low Axepectations.”

Their aspirations don’t end there, they 
want to eventually build a “rage room” or 
“smash house” where clients can come in 
and destroy various items in a safe space to 
get out their frustrations.

Viking Axe Throwing can provide the 
tools for the task or clients can bring in 
approved items to do the job, they said.

Targets of catharsis could include old 
televisions, appliances and even vegeta-
bles, they said.

Though they’ve been operating for just 
about a year, their grand opening was just 
in September, they said, and the whole 
operation has been built from the ground 
up; Kraig worked in construction recently 
but before that was in the Navy serving on 
the deck of aircraft carriers.

Cori has spent much of her career in the 
hospitality industry managing bars and 
restaurant operations.

Their expertise combines to make 
Viking Axe Throwing a reality.

“We didn’t think it would work out,” 
Kraig said “But we’re doing it.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Publisher� Thomas McKay

Associate Publisher� Eric McKay

General Manager
Al Dailey� aldailey@countytimes.net

Advertising�
Jen Stotler� jen@countytimes.net

Staff Writers
Dick Myers� dickmyers@countytimes.net
Guy Leonard� guyleonard@countytimes.net

Contributing Writers
Ron Guy, Shelby Opperman, Dave Spigler

P. O. Box 250 • Hollywood, MD 20636

County TimesCounty Times

The St. Mary’s County Times is a weekly newspaper providing news and information for the residents of 
St. Mary’s County. The St. Mary’s County Times will be available on newsstands every Thursday. The 
paper is published by Southern Maryland Publishing Company, which is responsible for the form, con-
tent, and policies of the newspaper. The St. Mary’s County Times does not espouse any political belief or 
endorse any product or service in its news coverage. 

To be considered for publication, articles and letters to the editor submitted must include the writer’s full 
name, address and daytime phone number. Submissions must be delivered by 4 p.m. on the Monday prior 
to our Thursday publication to ensure placement for that week. After that deadline, the St. Mary’s County 
Times will make every attempt possible to publish late content, but cannot guarantee so. Letters may be 
condensed/edited for clarity, although care is taken to preserve the core of the writer’s argument. Copy-
right in material submitted to the newspaper and accepted for publication remains with the author, but the 
St. Mary’s County Times and its licensees may freely reproduce it in print, electronic or other forms. We 
are unable to acknowledge receipt of letters. The St. Mary’s County Times cannot guarantee that every 
letter or photo(s) submitted will be published, due to time or space constraints.



Thursday, February 9, 2023 The County Times 5Local NewsStSt..MarysMarys

County Outpacing State in New English, Math 
Assessments
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

Results are back from the spring of 2022 
when county public school students took 
the first official Maryland Comprehen-
sive Assessment Program (MCAP) tests 
for English language arts and math and 
the county appears to be performing at a 
slightly higher level on average than the 
rest of the state.

The St. Mary’s County Board of Educa-
tion was briefed on the latest test results at 
their Feb. 8 meeting in Leonardtown.

Tammy Burr, supervisor of assessments, 
said there are four categories of student 
achievement: from distinguished, profi-
cient, developing and beginning noted by a 
numerical score of 4 descending to 1.

The data shows that 44 percent of county 
3rd, 4th and 5th graders scored a proficient 
grade in English language arts compared to 
39 percent for the same three grades at the 
state average.

Just five percent of those three grade 
levels scored in the distinguished category 
while 10 percent were in the beginning 
level of achievement, the data showed.

The data improved in English testing 
for middle school grades with 47 percent 
of 6th, 7th and 8th graders scoring proficient 
while the state average for those grades 

was 40 percent.
Still, just five percent of county mid-

dle schoolers were distinguished English 
learners and 10 percent were in the begin-
ning level of achievement.

At the high school level 50 percent of 
county students were proficient with 10 
percent distinguished in language arts; 35 
percent were at the developing level, the 
data showed.

That test was administered to 10th grade 
students only.

When it came to math elementary school 
grades fared better than the state average 
with 33 percent proficient: there was six 
percentage points difference over the state 
figures.

Just three percent of elementary school 
students were distinguished learners in 
math while 20 percent were still in the 
beginning phase.

Middle school students scored much 
higher on average than their state counter-
parts at 22 percent proficient versus just 
12 percent, though only two percent at the 
county level proved distinguished.

The performance on the algebra 1 
assessment, which encompasses both high 
school students and some of the “most 
skilled and talented” learners from middle 
school made for some mixed results.

Middle schools such as Esperanza mid-

dle showed 61 percent of their students 
scoring proficiently while just six percent 
scored the same level at Leonardtown High 
School.

“That explains why the high school lev-
els look like their struggling so much,” 
Burr explained.

Still the county outperformed the state in 
algebra by a few percentage points.

“Please, stay with this test for 10 years,” 
said Superintendent Dr. J. Scott Smith to 
the state Department of Education. “Give 
up 10 years with the exact same test.

“We would be able to see scores rise 
every year.”

The MCAP is the latest is a series of 
assessments designed to gauge student 
achievement, but each test brings with 
it a readjustment and learning phase for 
students.

“The state of Maryland continues to 
modify its assessments year, after year, 
after year and then lament the fact that 
the data derived from it seems to show us 
struggling to make progress,” Smith said.
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Bill Would Boost Golf 
Cart Use In St. Mary’s

By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

Del. Matt Morgan (R-Dist. 29A) has 
introduced a bill in the Maryland Gen-
eral Assembly that would confer upon the 
Commissioners of St. Mary’s County the 
authority to grant the use of golf carts in 
certain communities.

“This bill is enabling legislation allow-
ing the St. Mary’s County Commissioners 

to determine and designate areas and neigh-
borhoods within our ounty that would be 
permissible to drive golf carts,” Morgan 
said in a statement to constituents this week.

Several sessions ago in Annapolis legis-
lation was finally passed that allowed golf 
carts to be driven on neighborhood roads in 
the Golden Beach community; this new bill 
follows the same frame work, Morgan said.

The bill would create an exception from 
the motor vehicle registration requirement 
for golf carts, according to the bill’s sum-
mary on-line.

If the bill passes it would allow the 
county commissioners to designate any 
county-owned streets or roads for golf cart 
usage that have a speed limit of 35 miles an 
hour or less.

The bill also requires that golf carts only 
be operated between dawn or dusk and that 
they be driven as far to the right side of the 
roadway as possible.

An operator of a golf cart under the leg-
islation also must have appropriate lighting 
affixed to the cart and possess a valid driv-
er’s license.

The bill’s first hearing in the House of 
Delegates is scheduled for Feb. 16.

guyleonard@countytimes.net
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County District Elections Bill Returns

By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

Del. Brian Crosby (D-Dist. 29B) has 
reintroduced a bill that would fundamen-
tally change the way St. Mary’s County res-
idents elect their commissioners, replacing 
the current plan where every resident casts 

five votes for commissioners from four dis-
tricts and one at-large president for residents 
only voting for the commissioner candidate 
running and residing in their own district 
and one county commissioner president.

The Commissioners of St. Mary’s 
County have already voted to continue their 
opposition to the bill, which would put the 
future of county voting in the hands of del-
egates and senators from other counties.

No referendum has been set for the 
question of changing from at-large vot-
ing to district-only voting, despite calls to 
do so from the likes of Del. Matt Morgan 
(R-Dist. 29A)

HB 447 is up for its first hearing Feb. 14 
in the House Ways and Means Committee; 
that is the same day as a budget work ses-
sion of the county commissioners.

John Houser, deputy county attorney, 
told county commissioners that while the 
bill is meant specifically for St. Mary’s 
County, it could have repercussions for 
counties which use the same election style.

Houser said neighboring Calvert County 
had yet to take a position on the bill but 
would debate it this week; Queen Anne’s 
County was also considering its impacts.

Garrett County was actively opposing 
the measure.

Crosby also introduced a bond bill of 
his own drafting after aiding in the intro-
duction of another bond bill in cooperation 
with Sen. Jack Bailey and Del. Matt Mor-
gan and Del. Todd Morgan.

This bond bill seeks to give the commis-
sioners bonding authority for $56 million 
while the previous bond bill bifurcated the 
amount so that $15 million for the con-
struction of the YMCA planned for Great 
Mills Road nearest the public pool would 
be released contingent upon the YMCA of 
the Chesapeake raising $4 million in pri-
vate funds as agreed between the county 
and non-profit last year.

“What we have are two rival bond bills,” 
said Commissioner Eric Colvin. “I haven’t 
seen that in my short time here… it’s very 
interesting, very strange.

Colvin said Crosby introduced his own 
bond authority bill without the knowledge 
of the other delegation members he had 
aided in sponsoring the first.

“It’s disappointing to see our delegation 
not working together,” Colvin said. “I’m 
not sure what’s going on there.”

But Commissioner Mike Hewitt said that 
Crosby’s bond bill was much closer to what 
the commissioners had initially asked for.

“It’s cleaner,’” Hewitt said “It’s what 

we’re used to in county government when 
we ask for bonding authority — that we get 
bonding authority for the commissioners to 
decide how to use it.”

In the past several weeks, activists who 
have long pushed for the YMCA public/
private partnership have complained that 
bond bill that put conditions on the coun-
ty’s $15 million unnecessarily endangers 
the project.

Delegates Matt Morgan and Todd Mor-
gan argued that the conditions ensured that 
the taxpayers would not be left to fund the 
project if the YMCA did not keep its part 
of the deal.

In a message to constituents, Crosby 
said the bifurcated bonding bill “adds hur-
dles to a project that has been in the works 
for almost eight years.”

“This is the first time the BOCC has ever 
had these types of requirements placed on a 
county project it approved,” Crosby wrote. 
“Let’s be clear: the restrictions were added 
because two delegates don’t like this par-
ticular project. 

“I feel strongly that the right thing to do 
is to support local government.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net
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Commissioners 
Briefed on Cannabis 
Reform Legislation
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

Newly introduced legislation in the 
Maryland General Assembly could vastly 
increase the volume of legal cannabis 
available for sale by as much as a factor 
of five by broadening the market to rec-
reational purchases rather than the much 
more strictly regulated medical variant, 
The Commissioners of St. Mary’s County 
were told this week.

John Houser, deputy county attorney, 
reported the estimate of increasing marijuana 
as a function of the vastly increased canna-
bis infrastructure the legislation would allow 
for growing, processing and distribution.

Houser said that the legislation — HB 
556 — allows for 175 growing operations, 
200 processing operations and 500 dispen-
saries around Maryland.

The current allowable number under the 
medical marijuana licensing is 22 growers, 
28 processors and just 102 dispensaries.

St. Mary’s already has a massive 
50,000-square foot indoor growing facil-
ity in Abell as well as a processing facility 
under construction on Mervell Dean Road 
in Hollywood.

A cannabis dispensary exists on Three 
Notch Road in Mechanicsville.

Houser said county legal staff are still 
searching through the legislation.

“We’re still going through it to figure it 
out,” Houser said.

What is known is the initial taxing plan 
for legalized recreational cannabis.

The legislation calls for a 6 percent 
sales tax for the first year on each sale; that 
increases one percent per year until the 
sales tax per purchase reaches 10 percent, 
Houser said.

The sales tax increase is being phased in 
gradually, he said, to help “squeeze out the 
gray-and-black-market supply,” that would 
undercut the legitimate market’s profits.

“It’s to allow legal businesses to com-
pete with what will still remain as illegal 
and unlicensed businesses,” Houser said. 
“The state is mindful… there will still be 
‘your guy’ on the corner or wherever who 
will have access to some product.”

A revenue sharing provision exists in the 
proposed law; it would carve out 1.5 per-
cent from all collected cannabis revenue 
and distribute that number to all munici-
palities and counties.

Those jurisdictions that have more dis-
tribution of marijuana will have a greater 
share of those proceeds, Houser said.

The county will have some ability to con-
trol and regulate recreational marijuana in 
all facilities, Houser said of the regulations 
proposed in the legislation, but not to a point 
that it “unduly burdens” the cannabis license.

“Do I have an idea what it means?” 
Houser said. “Not really.

“Your guess is as good as mine.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net

Library Employees 
Ask for Salary Hikes
By Guy Leonard 
Staff Writer

In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic 
the St. Mary’s County Library System is 
making a comeback, said director Michael 
Blackwell this week in a report to the Com-
missioners of St. Mary’s County.

But the local system is in need of better 
compensation for employees, he said, as 
there has been about 40 percent turnover in 
library staff who are choosing to leave for 
better pay in neighboring jurisdictions such 
as Calvert and Charles counties.

“If you look at the exit interviews, 
they’re glowing,” Blackwell said. “People 
say they love working for the library…but 
they simply can’t afford to stay given the 
salaries.”

Blackwell asked for an additional $1 
million in funding for salaries, bringing 
the fiscal 2024 request for compensation to 
$3.9 million.

Other problems have arisen, he said, 
including struggles to keep pace with elec-
trical and heating costs and reduced pro-
grams to attract customers.

Costs for books and other materials are 
increasing as well.

Blackwell said the library’s budget 
amounted to seven-tenths of one percent 
over the county’s overall budget now, 
down from nine-tenths back in fiscal 2015.

The county library’s budget is $4.3 mil-

lion a year, compared to $7.1 for Charles 
and $6.6 million for Calvert, Blackwell 
said, though St. Mary’s has a higher num-
ber of items in circulation at 445,756 for a 
six-month period compared to just 284,428 
for Charles and 400,138 for Calvert.

“You’re getting a bargain,” Blackwell 
said of what the county was getting com-
pared to what it was paying for in library 
services.

Blackwell explained that while the 
libraries receive about 80 percent of their 
funding from the county and 20 percent 
from the state, they are governed by the 
local Library Board of Trustees.

This group decides how to allocate the 
money to give them between operations 
and salaries.

“We’re completely separate that way,” 
Blackwell said.

Commissioner Scott Ostrow sought 
answers as to why the trustees had not 
increased salaries with the money given 
them.

“Has anyone gone back to the library board 
and asked why?” Ostrow said. “They’re 
obviously the ones who write the checks.” 
Blackwell said later: “It’s difficult to give a 
raise if you don’t have the money.”

“You can’t factor that in as a one-time 
expense, you have to factor that in over the 
years.”

guyleonard@countytimes.net
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